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History of Stark County

A. B. Flory. The phenomenal success which has been gained by
A. B. Flory, of Canton, has made his name as familiar as a- household
word to the people of this city, in connection with the grocery business.

Entering this field in 1910, in a modest way, he has directed his activi-

ties with such energy and progressive methods that at this time he is

the owner of a chain of fourteen retail grocery stores, twelve at Canton
and the others at New Berlin and Louisville, an adjunct of which is a

large bakery establishment.

Mr. Flory was born on his father’s farm in Nimishillen Township,
Stark County, Ohio, June 16, 1886, and is a son of Jacob and Leah
(Stoner) Flory, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of

Stark County. The parents were married here and spent their lives on
the farm until 1903, when the family moved to Canton, the father being

engaged in the real estate and produce business here up to the time of

his death, October 16, 1914. A. B. Flory made his home on the farm
until the family moved to Canton, and his education was secured in the

public schools and the Actual Business College. When only twelve

years of age he displayed the possession of industry and ambition when
he began selling newspapers in Canton, and continued in that line until

1910. He won promotion through his faithful and able performance of

duty, and finally became manager of the circulation department of the

News-Democrat, now the Daily News. During a part of this period he
had employed his spare time and added to his income by working in the

real estate and insurance business. In 1910 a change in the ownership
of the newspaper caused him to leave the field in which he had made
such a success, and he turned his attention at that time to mercantile
lines, establishing a retail grocery store at No. 221 Second Street,

Northwest, which was destined to become No. 1 of a chain of fourteen

stores. This store had a floor space of 1,500 square feet, and the

extent of the development of Mr. Flory ’s operations may be seen in

the fact that the combined floor space of his present stores is 37,000
square feet. In 1912 Mr. Flory established Store No. 2, at 1234 Market
Avenue, South

;
Store No. 3, at 1226 Tuscarawas Street, East, and

Store No. 4, at No. 804 Cherry Avenue, Northeast. In 1913 he estab-

lished Store No. 5, at 1726 Navarre Road, and Store No. 6, at No. 718
Sixth Street, Southwest. In 1914 he established Store No. 7, at 231

Second Street, Southeast; Store No. 8, at 824 Market Avenue, South,

and Store No. 9, at 832-34 Gibbs Avenue, Northeast, Canton, and Stoi’o

No. 10, at the corner of Chapel and Main streets, Louisville. In 1915
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he established Store No. 11, o!i Main Street, New Berlin; Store No. 12,
at 1651 Tnsearawas Street, East, Canton; Store No. 13, at 2320 East
J.ake, ami Store No. ll, at 2080 Ninth Street, Southwest. • In 1912,
realizing llie need of securing fresh bread, cakes, rolls, cookies, buns
and tiiic pastries for his customers, J\Ir. Flory entered the baking busi-
ness, establishing a plant at No. 231' Second Street, Southeast, wliere
he employs six bakers. Mr. Flory employs in his various establish-
ments more than sixty people, and in 1915 did a business' which
exceeded if314,0C0. Not yet thirty years of age, Mr. Flory has already
accomplished more in a business way than most men achieve after a life-

time of steady application and earnest industry. His establishments
are models of order, in which may be found the finest of staple and
fancy groceries. He is familiar with all the details of the business, and
in the short space of five years has become one of the foremost figures
in the retail grocery trade in the city, his judgment being accepted as
final by his associates in the business. While his great business responsi-
bilities have demanded his attention almost to the exclusion of all other
activities, he is not indifferent to the pleasures of eompauionshii) with
his fellows, and is popular with his fellow-members in the Aderaft
Club and the Moose.

Mrs. Flory was formerly Miss Dora Lower, of Canton.

William F. Ricks. One of Stark County’s oldest business men, still

in active service, is William F. Ricks, president of the Merchants
National Bank of Massillon. Mr. Ricks has been identified with mer-
chandising or banking in Massillon more than half a century and
through all those years his has been one of the vital influences in the
upbuilding of the fortunes of the city.

William F. Ricks though born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, February
16, 1839, was little more than a year old when his parents settled in

Stark County in 1840. They first lived at West Brookfield, but in 1853
came to Massillon, when Mr. Ricks was a boy of fourteen.

He completed his education in the public schools of Massillon, and
in 1857, at the age of eighteen, became a clerk in his father’s store.

In 1862 he bought the business, and for nearly thirty years was one
of the leading merchants of Massillon. He closed out his merchandising
interests in 1890, and left his store to become cashier of the Merchants
National Bank of Massillon. Later he was made vice president, and
since October, 1913, has filled the office of president in this old and
prominent financial institution of Stark County. He succeeded as presi-

dent the late Hon. S. A. Conrad.
klany facts might be mentioned to indicate what Mr. Ricks has done

in promoting the welfare of his home city and of Stark County. He
was especially active in getting the route of the Wheeling & Lake Erie

Railway located through Massillon. He was also one of the charter

members of the Massillon Building & Loan Association and served as a

director and is vice president. He deserves considerable credit for his

share in securing the location of the State Hospital for the Insane in

Massillon. For twelve years Mr. Ricks served as president of the Mas-
sillon Board of Trade. In politics since casting his first vote he has
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been allied with the republican party, and the first man for whom he
east a ballot as president was Abraham Lincoln. He has been much
interested in the welfare of the party, but chief above all has been his

uninterrupted interest in the welfare of his home city.

Lewis Edwin York. For the past four years since 1911 the welfare
and training of the younger generation of Massillon have been under
the direction of Lewis Edwin York. He is an educator of long and
varied experience, a man who knows not only tilings but men, women
and children, one who has been a student and observer and an active par-

ticipant in the many affairs of the modern social program. For several

years Mr. York has enjoyed a high reputation on the lecture platform,

and has carried a message to hundreds of audiences all over the Middle
West.

Representing one of the oldest families of Northeastern Ohio, he was
born on a farm in Portage County October 2, 1869, son of John Buchtel
and Anna Margaret (Clock) York. His father was born in Greentown,
Stark County, in 1829, a son of George York, who came from Pennsyl-
vania and was one of the early settlers in the rural district of Stark
County. Professor York’s mother was born near Mannheim, Germany,
in 1830, a daughter of Frederick Glock, who came to America in 1840,

first locating in the German settlement sixteen miles east of Akron, Ohio.

John Buchtel York likewise performed a notable service in the field of

education. He was a graduate from Mount Union College at Alliance

with the class of 1861, and for thirty-five years was a teacher, at first in

Mount Union College, then in the states of Ohio and Kansas. He died

at a good old age in Randolph, Ohio, in 1901, while his widow passed
away in Cleveland in 1913 at the age of eighty-three.

Though acquired largely as a result of bis own self denial and earnest

efforts, Mr. L. E. York possesses a broadly liberal education. As a boy he
was a student in the district schools of Portage County, afterwards w^as

in Allegheny College at Meadville, Pennsylvania, and in 1894 graduated
from his father’s alma mater. Mount Union College, with the degree

Bachelor of Science, and subse(|uently with the degrees Bachelor of

Philosophy and Master of Philosophy. In 1896 he graduated from
King’s School of Oratory at Pittsburg, also spent a year in graduate
work at Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts, and one suinnser

at Columbia University in New York City.

For over twenty-five years Mr. York has been a teacher and superin-

tendent, and has been identified with the schools at Randolph, Garfield,

Newton Falls, Kingsville, Barnesville, Martins Ferry and Massillon, all

in Ohio. For one year he was president of Duquesne College in Pitts-

burg. In 1911 he came to Massillon to take the supei'intendeney of the

city schools, and brought to that position not only a broad exjierience

but a capacity for thorough and sympathetic understanding of children

and an exact knowledge of the needs and principles of education. He
hobls both coni'mon and high life certificates in the State of Ohio.

For fully five yeai*s Mr. York has spent his vacations in filling Chau-

tauqua encagements for the Redpath Lyceum Bureau, lie has appeared
before audiences in Ohio, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Michigan, Kan-
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sas, Nebraska, Missouri, Iowa and Illinois and has well won his place as

one of the leading educational and entertaining personalities on the

American lecture platform. His most familiar lectures have been de-

livered under the titles “The Glory of Young Men,’’ and “The Ideal

Man,’’ and all his lectures contain not only entertainment but solid in-

struction and inspiration, and lessons derived from his own individual
experience in the educational field. He is a popular orator and a man
of commanding presence, and uses those mediums in order to deliver a
message that has both vitality and charm.

In 1897 Mr. York married Miss Grace May Williams, who was born
near Levittsburg, Ohio, daughter of Carlos and Mary J. (Mathews) Wil-
liams. They have two children : Grace Beatrice, born July 6, 1903 ; and
Lewis Edwin, Jr., born August 30, 1904. Mr. York is a member of the

klethodist Episcopal Church, is affiliated with Clinton Lodge, A. P. &
A. M., Hiram Chapter No. 18, R. A. M., and Massillon Commandery No.
4 of the Knight Templar branch of Masonry. He is a well known figure

in the Ohio State Teachers’ and National Teachers’ associations, is a

member of the Massillon Chamber of Commerce, and a director in the

Massillon Automobile Club.

William II. Hoover. From the time he attained manhood until the

present time William H. Hoover has been prominently and closely iden-

tified with business affairs in Stark County and particularly at New
Berlin, where his enterprise and public spirit have been responsible for

much of the industrial welfare and civic improvement of that thriving

little city. Mr. Hoover is head of the chief manufacturing industries

at New Berlin and is interested in many business and civic affairs. The
type of business man who is almost instinctively trusted by his fellows,

Mr. Hoover has proved his ability to handle and direct large interests,

and belongs to the group of men who at New Berlin control and uphold
the business prosperity of the locality.

William H. Hoover was born in Plain Township of Stark County,
August 18, 1849, a son of Daniel and Mary (Kryder) Hoover. His
parents moved to Plain Township from Pennsylvania in 1827, were
early settlers there, and the family is one that belongs among the older

family groups in Stark County.
William H. Hoover spent his early days on the old homestead, and

his education came from common schools and from Mount Union Col-

lege. From the utilization of his native talents and his vigorous and
wide-awake enterprise he has derived greater benefits than from the

formal education which he took as preparation for life. His first year
after leaving school was spent in farming. The following three years
he was a hard worker and learner in the tannery at Hoover’s Cross
Roads. At the end of that time the tannery of John Lind at New Berlin

was offered for sale, and after some negotiations young Hoover suc-

ceeded in making the purchase. During the next fifteen years he applied

himself with unstinted energy to the business of that concern, and as a
result it became the largest tannery in Stark County and one of the

very important manufacturing establishments. From tanning Mr.
Hoover branched out into the manufacture of horse collars and patent
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leather saddlery goods, and this industry gave steady employment to

about 200 operatives. The business was incorporated January 1, 1903,

under the name W. H. Hoover Company. This has been the central

institution at New Berlin, and has contributed much to the prestige of

Stark County as one of the important industrial centers of Ohio.

Mr. Hoover has also been a prominent factor in the construction of

the Canton & Akron Electric Railway, and has served as its president

for four years. In 1908 Mr. Hoover organized and incorporated what
is known as the Hoover Suction Sweeper Company, for the purpose of

manufacturing the suction sweeper invented and patented by Mr. J. M.
Spangler of Canton. Mr. Hoover is president and treasurer of this

company, while H. W. Hoover is vice president and general- manager
and H. C. Price is secretary. Among moderate priced suction sweepers,

the Hoover has many features of excellence unsurpassed by any other

machine on the market. As a portable and easily handled vacuum
cleaner for home use it cannot be said to have any superior, and the

generally extended sales and popularity are ample proof of this fact.

The company have the main factory and general office at New Berlin,

but also a Canadian factory and office at Windsor, Ontario, and the

machine is now distributed all over North America and in foreign

countries.

Mr. Hoover was mai*ried November 21, 1871, to Miss Susan Troxel
of Plain Township, Stark County. Her parents were Peter and Cath-
erine Troxel, both now deceased. To the marriage of Mr. and Mrs.
Hoover were born six children : Alice, who died when six years of age

;

Mary, who is the wife of H. C. Price, secretary of the Hoover Suction
Sweeper Company

;
Carrie, wife of George C. Berkey of Elkhart, Indiana,

and she died in 1906 ; Herbert W. is vice president and general manager
of the Hoover Suction Sweeper Company, and married Grace Steele,

daughter of Dr. W. C. Steele of New Berlin ; Prank married Edna
Seiler of Elkhart, Indiana; and Daniel P. married Clarice Sehiltz. Mr.
Hoover, Sr., was for many years a member of the .school board at New
Berlin, and has membership in the Masonic, the Maccabees and the

Knights of Pythias fraternities. He has been liberally identified with
local affairs in his home city and county, and has never failed to con-
tribute to good causes and movements that will mean a better and larger
community life.

WiLTJAM J. Evans. Prominent among the citizens of New Berlin,

Ohio, who have taken an active and helpful part in advancing the inter-

ests, civic and business, of this community, is William J. Evans, the
popular and capable postmaster, who was appointed to his present office

January 31, 1914, and assumed his duties in the following March. Post-
master Evans is entirely a self-made man, having started to woi-k on
his own account at the age of fourteen years, and his success has been
gained in New Berlin, where he has at all times been known as an
energetic, strictly reliable and public-spirited citizen. He was born in

the City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, April 2, 1869, and is a son of
John Evans, who has also been known in this city for many years.

John Evans was born in Pembrokeshire, Wales, June 9, 1844, and is
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a son of William and Margaret (Brown) Evans, natives of the same
place, where both passed away. William Evans was a stonecutter by
trade, a vocation which he followed with a measure of success for many
years, but a few years before his death, and at the time of that event,

he was doing bridgework for the main line of the London & Great
Western Railway. John Evans was given only ordinary educational
advantages, attending the public schools until reaching the age of thir-

teen years, at which time he entered upon an apprenticeship of six years
to the trade of leather worker, in his native town, where he continued
to be employed until 1868. The outlook in Wales, however, was not
a promising one according to the idea of Mr. Evans, who was enter-

prising and ambitious and desired to make a comfortable home for him-
self and family. Accordingly, in 1868, he emigrated to the United
States, where he felt sure better opportunities could be obtained, and
landed at New York City, with the idea of making that metropolis his

permanent home. Several days later, however, he started for the West
Avith Pittsburgh as his objective point, and in that city Avent to Avork

making horse collars, continuing to reside there for nearly four years.

Subsequently he removed to Butler, Pennsylvania, Avhere he continued
to reside until 1875, working at his trade. At that time, W. H. Hoover,
of New Berlin, Ohio, Avas looking for “sober” collar makers, and through
a friend of Mr. Evans, at Pittsburgh, got into communication Avith him at

Butler, inducing Mr. Evans to come to New Berlin to work on collars

in the Ploover factory, an enterprise which had just been established.

He continued to be engaged in making collars for many years, but
eventually changed to saddle making, and continued wdth the Hoover
Company until 1902, when he retired. He has since been spending his

time at his home at New Berlin, enjoying a well-earned rest after a
long, busy and useful life. Physically, Mr. Evans is small and light

of Aveight, bAit is a man of active energy and tireless persistence. He has

had the pleasure of seeing his descendants grow into large men and
women, has been the father of thirteen children, and has tAventy-one

grandchildren, one of Avhom, Dale, the son of E. Cl. Schick, scored 981/2

out of a possible 100 points at the Stark County Baby Show.
Mr. Evans has been identified with the church since he reached the

age of sixteen years, and has been active in its work since. In
Wales he was allied with the Baptists, in Butler, Pennsylvania, he
attended the Presbyterian Church, and at New Berlin he was one of the

reorganizers, in 1877, of the Disciples, or Christian, Church, and has

been an ordained and licensed minister of the church, doing a great deal

of ministerial work throughout Stark County since 1882. He was cor-

responding secretary for the Ninth District of Ohio Christian Missionary

Society for twelve years. He was also Avell known for years in fraternal

circles, and still takes a keen interest in the work of the various organi-

zations. Mr. Evans was record keeper for New Berlin Tent No. 28,

Knights of the Maccabees, and at the completion of his services in that

capacity w^as presented with a gold watch by the members of his tent

in appreciation of his conscientious and faithful work. He is senior

past chancellor of Loyalty Lodge No. 469, Knights of Pythias, and for

years was keeper of records and seals for that lodge.
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On January 7, 1863, Mr. Evans was united in marriage with Miss

Mary Griffiths, who was born in Pembrokeshire, Wales, January 12,

1845, the daughter of Job and Elizabeth Griffiths. Thirteen children

have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Evans, among them being two pair of

twins; Anna, who married Elmer Sehrantz, of Orrville, Ohio, and has

two children—Leslie and Edith
;
Elizabeth, who married Ellis Schiltz,

and died in 1909, leaving three children—Harold, Glenn and Clarice

;

William J., of this review; Margaret Alice, who is single and resides

at home with her parents; John G., now of Akron, Ohio, who married
Nettie Smith, of New Berlin, and has two children—Donald and Vera;
Owen J., a resident of Canton, Ohio, who married Lettie Pry, and has

two children—Atlee and James; Prank, now a resident of New Berlin,

who married Lou Findley of this city and has one sou—Paul
;
Mamie

and Martha, twins, the latter of whom died at the age of fifteen years,

while the former married Earl Schick, now of New Berlin, and they have
four children—Frances, Belden, Marguerite and Dale

;
Harry, a resident

of New Berlin, who married Elta Coleman of this city; Raymond, a
resident of Akron, and a well-known professional baseball player, who
during the season of 1914 made an excellent record as third baseman
for the Albany (New York) Baseball Club, in the New York State

League, married Maude Willaman, of New Berlin; and Bessie and
Jessie, twins, the former of whom married Archibald Swope, of New
Berlin, and has three children—John, Raymond and Gordon, while

Jessie married Ellis Schiltz, of New Berlin, and has one son, Evan B.

William J. Evans was six years of age when brought to New Berlin

by his parents, and here his education was secured in the public schools.

Being the eldest son, when he was fourteen years old he laid aside his

books and faced the serious responsibilities of life, and from that year
forward assisted in the support of the family. Entering the Hoover
factory, he served an apprenticeship to the trade of collar making, and
became a pi-ofessional collar maker, continuing to work at this vocation
until about 1900, when he was made foreman of the patent-leather collar

department of the Hoover factory. This position he filled satisfactorily

until September, 1908, and in that year entered the sweeper department,
where he had charge of the shipping and receiving work. J\Ir. Evans
resigned that position in March, 1914, to assume the duties of the post-

master’s office, to which he had been appointed by President Wilson in

January of the same year. Mr. Evans has already demonstrated his

entire fitness and capacity for this important office, and has introduced
numerous reforms and innovations which have improved the service for

the people of New Berlin. He has the utmost confidence of the citizens

among whom he has lived so long and who have had reason to place
faith in his reliability and fidelity in all matters of responsibility. Prior
to taking this office, Mr. Evans had some experience as an official, hav-
ing served for six years as clerk of Plain Township, to which office he
was elected three times as a democrat. Like his father, ]\Ir. Evans has
taken some part in fraternal work, and at this time is a member of New
Berlin Tent No. 28, Knights of the Maccahees; of Tmyalty Lodge No.
469, Knights of Pythias; of Hada.ssah Lodge No. 450, Independent Order
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of Odd Fellows, and of Canton Lodge No. 233. Loyal Order of Moose.
With his family, he attends the Disciples Church at New Berlin.

Mr. Evans was married September 2, 1888, to Miss Fannie Walter,
who was horn at New Berlin, Ohio, daughter of the late Samizel and
Sophia (IIoll) Walter, and to this union there have been born five

children, as follows; Dawn Cecil, Carlyle, Mary Louise, Josephine May
and William (“Bill”) Dean, all of whom reside at home with their
parents with the exception of the last named, who died July 6, 1915,
aged four and a half years.

AVilIjIam Royer. A native of Stark County and a scion of the third

generation of the Royer family in this county, where his grandfather
settled more than two-thirds of a century ago, he whose name intro-

duces this paragraph has been prominently and worthily identified with
farming industry and other important lines of business enterprise in

his native county and is now living practically retired in the attractive

A^illage of Hartville, in Lake Township. Until recently he was numbered
among the most active and influential men of business in this village,

and he is a citizen of substantial capital acquired through well-directed

effort, his status in the community being that of a citizen of sterling

worth and one who commands unequivocal confidence and respect.

On the homestead farm of his parents, three miles south of Hartville,

in Lake Township, Mr. Royer was born on the 24th of August, 1851.

He is a son of Abraham and Rebecca (Ulrich) Royer, the former of

whom was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1817, and the

latter of whom was born in the Hartville section of Lake Township,
Stark County, Ohio, a daughter of Adam Ulrich, one of the honored
pioneers of the county.

Abraham Royer was reared and educated in the old Keystone
State and was about twenty-one years of age when he accompanied his

parents on their removal to Stark County, Ohio, his father, Joseph
Royer, purchasing a tract of wild land in Lake Township and reclaiming

the same into a productive farm, this homestead continuing to be the

abiding place of himself and his wife until their death. The place, now
the Bixler farm, is situated about midway between the villages of Mid-
dlebranch and Hartville. After his marriage Abraham Royer settled

in the same neighborhood, and there he became one of the prosperous
farmers and prominent and influential citizens of Lake Township, the

remainder of his life having been devoted to agricultural pursuits and
his death having occurred in 1880, his wife surviving him by nearly a

decade and being summoned to the life eternal in 1889. Both were
zealous members of the German Baptist Church, now known as the

United Brethren denomination.
William Royer is indebted to the common schools of Stark County

for his early educational training and in connection with the work of

the old homestead farm he gained as a boy and youth an enduring appre-

ciation of the dignity and value of honest toil and endeavor. He con-

tinued to be associated in the management of his father’s farm until

he had attained to the age of thirty years, and then removed to the

vicinity of the Village of Louisville, where he eventually became the
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owBer of two well improved farms, in Nimishillen Township, and where
he continued his successful operations as an agriculturist and stock-

grower during a period of twenty-one' years. He then sold his farm
property and removed to the Village of Hartville, where he was engaged
in the hotel business for the ensuing two years. Thereafter he here con-

ducted a profitable livery business for five years and then erected the

Hartville Grain Elevator, which he successfully conducted, in connection

with the coal business, until 1914, when he disposed of the business upon
advantageous terms. Since that time he has not been engaged in any
active business enterprise, but he is a stockholder and director of the

Canton Peed and Milling Company, at the judicial center of the county,

besides which he owns good business and residence property- on East
Tuscarawas Street, Canton, and his fine, modern residence property in

Hartville. He has always been known as a loyal and public-spirited

citizen and though he has taken a lively interest in local affairs he has
never had any desire for public office.

Mr. Royer has been three times married. He first wedded Lida
Keiin, who died in 1883, and the two children of that union are Charles

and Mehlon. His second marriage was to Emma Summers, who died in

1894, and the one son by that union w'as John. Mr. Royer married for

his third wife. Miss Cena Summers, who was born on a farm in the imme-
diate vicinity of Louisville, this county, and who is a daughter of the

late Josiah Summers. Mr. and Mrs. Royer have seven children: Ira is

in the employ of the Canton Feed & Milling Company; Homer, Howard
and Earl are all in the employ of the Quality Tire & Rubber Company,
of Hartville

;
and at the parental home are to be found the three younger

children—Lawrence, Ruth and Willard. Mr. Royer and his family hold
membership in the United Brethren Church.

William A. Schuster. There is hardly a better known name in busi-

ness affairs at Massillon than that of Schuster. For a man who only re-

cently celebrated his thirtieth birthday, William A. Schuster has gone
rapidly forward to a position of influence and prominence, and is now
president and treasurer of the City lee & Coal Company, and is man-
ager of the Schuster branch of the Stark-Tuscarawas Breweries Com-
pany.

Bom in Cleveland, Ohio, May 7, 1884, he is a son of John W. Schuster,

formerly of Massillon, and now of Cleveland. His father w'as born in

the City of Kaustadt, Province of Bavaria, Germany, March 9, 1852.

Reared in the fertile vineyard district of Southern Germany, he might
be said to have inherited his profession as a vineyardist and brewer.
Coming to the United States in 1870, he spent two years each in New
York City and Newark, New Jersey, and in 1874 located at Cleveland,
where he was in the wdne business for several years. Coming to Mas-
sillon, he bought the old Kopp Brew^ery plant and in 1878 organized the

Schuster Brewing Company, of which he was president and general man-
ager. He directed that important local industry as its head until 1905,

when the Massillon Brewery was consolidated with the Stark-Tuscarawas
Breweries Company, with general headquarters at Canton. For one
year after this consolidation he continued as president and general man-
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ager of the largei’ corporation, and then retired from active control,

though he still retains hnancial interests. In 1908 he returned to Cleve-
land, and has since conducted a restaurant in that city.

William A. Schuster gained his early education in the Cleveland pub-
lic schools and attended a college at Chicago, Illinois. In 1902, at the

age of eighteen, he began an apprenticeship in the brewery business.

He learned it from the details of the )uanufaeturing end up through the

counting room to the main business office, and in 1906, having proved
himself, was made manager of the Schuster branch of the Stark-Tuscara-
was Breweries Company, and has held that responsibility practically

ever since reaching his majority. In 1913 he became president and
treasurer of the City Ice & Coal Company of Massillon, and has financial

interests in other local corporations. Mr. Schuster is a member of the

Massillon Chamber of Commerce, and is affiliated with the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Loyal
Order of Moose and various other fraternal organizations.

John Kirk B.^xter. Education has been the life work of John Kirk
Baxter, for the past ten years superintendent of the Canton City school

system. His prominence in educational circles is indicated by the fact

that in 1914 he was president of the State Teachers’ Association, and
has filled a number of positions and been the recipient of numerous
honors in various teachers’ organizations. He has been teaching and
engaged in the administration of school work upwards of thirty-five

years, and his long experience, his constant study of education as a
science, and his high ideals have made his service invaluable, and have
done much to place the schools of Canton on a plane of relative superior-

ity in the state.

Although born in West Liberty, Iowa, Mr. Baxter is essentially an
Ohio man, since his parents were both natives of the state and spent
the greater part of their lives in Northeastern Ohio. In December
following the date of his birth his parents returned to East Rochester,

Columbiana County, whence they had removed to Iowa, and Mr. Baxter
acquired his early education in the schools of this state. From the

age of ten he attended the district schools at Malvern, in Carroll County,
and at the age of sixteen was granted a teacher’s certificate and took

charge of his first school in Augusta Township of Carroll County.
Following that he taught in Brown Township of the same county, in

the graded schools of Malvern, then entered Hiram College, and while

a student there was elected superintendent of the Malvern schools.

He held that position five years, resigning to finish his- college course,

and graduated from old Hiram in 1890 with the degree A. B. and
subsequently in 1893 received his master’s degree from the same school.

In the fall of 1890 Mr. Baxter was elected principal of the Mount Ver-
non High School, had supervision of the high school course there eight

years, and was then elected superintendent of the entire city school

system.

Mr. Baxter resigned his place at Mount Vernon in 1905 to accept the

superintendency of the Canton city schools, to which he was elected in

the same year. He is a member of the Northeastern Ohio Teachers’
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Association, of which he was for three years a member of the executive

committee, one year vice president and in 1915 president. This is the

largest teachers’ organization in the state. He is also a member of the

Ohio State Teachers’ Association, was for three years a member of its

executive committee, treasurer for two years, and in 1914 was honored
as president. He has frequently attended and is a member of the

National Educational Association, and at the 1913 meeting in Boston,

Massachusetts, was honored by the teachers of Ohio with election to the

post of state director. Mr. Baxter as an educator also keeps in close

touch with civic affairs at Canton, is a member of the Canton Chamber
of Commerce, and in the Masonic fraternity has taken the degrees up
to and including the Knight Templar. He married Flora Ross, daugh-
ter of Iverson Ross, an old settler of Carroll County.

Charles R. Daily. One of the most conspicuous among the pro-

moters of the commercial and industrial interests of Canal Fulton,

Charles R. Daily has been the founder of several business institutions

the importance of which has done much to extend this thriving com-
munity’s reputation as a center of enterprise and activity. Bike a
number of the other leading business citizens of Stark County, he is a
product of the farm, having been born in Franklin Township, Summit
County, Ohio, May 30, 1861, and is a son of Henry D. and Mary E.

(Rhoades) Daily.

Henry D. Daily was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in

1824, a son of Henry Daily, a native of the Keystone State, who served

as a soldier in the American army during the War of 1812, subsequently
moved to Ohio, where he settled on a farm in Summit County, and there

rounded out a long and industrious life, passing away at the advanced
age of ninety-one years. The mother of Charles R. Daily was born in

Stark County, Ohio, in 1825, and died at Akron early in 1915, when
she was ninety years old. She was a daughter of John Rhoades, a Penn-
sylvanian by birth and a pioneer of Stark ()!ounty. One of his sons,

David Rhoades, in a trip to the gold fields of California, in 1849, walked
the entire distance across the plains, outdistancing the remainder of his

l)arty, immigrants from Kentucky, although they were supplied with
teams. . The father of Charles R. Daily was a young man when he
located in Summit County, Ohio, and the remaining years of his life were
passed on his farm in Franklin Township, where he died in 1902 at the

age of seventy-eight years.

Educated in the district schools, Charles R. Daily was brought up
as an agriculturist, remaining on the homestead farm until 1894, in

which year he came to Canal Fulton to enter upon his business career.

Here he established himself in the undertaking and furniture business,

in partnership with Charles A. Rudy, but three years later bought
Mr. Rudy’s interests and continued to be sole proprietor of the business

until 1902. In that year he sold out to Finefrock Brothers, Mr. Daily
having become interested in the buying of fur to such an extent that

it demanded his undivided attention. For twenty years Mr. Daily has
beei> the largest fur buyer in Ohio, establishing a record in 1913 and
1914, in each year iiurchasing .$190,000 worth of this product. Since



772 HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY

1912 he has been half-owner in the fur factory operated under the style

of L. K. Schwartz & Charles R. Daily, at Akron, where all manner of
garments made of fur are made up. A force of men cover the state in

season in the interests of this concern. Mr. Daily is also a wool buyer,
and is engaged extensively in purchasing and handling ginseng root,

which is highly valued as a medicine in China, to which country prac-
tically the entire product of America is shipped. He buys all over this

country and makes regular trips to New York City, where he disposes
of his product direct to Chinese merchants. Various other industries of

importance have enlisted Mr. Daily’s interest and have profited by his

abilities and energy. He has been the medium through which large real

estate deals have been transacted, and has been particularly active in

the handling of farming property. In the rubber industry, he owns
stock in the Firestone, Goodyear and other large companies, and another
important connection is his identification with the Pit Car Manufactur-
ing Company of Canal Fulton.

,

During the last eight years Mr. Daily has been one of the prominent
promoters of agricultural interests as a member of the board of the

Stark County Agricultural Society, and for the last three years has had
charge of the concessions for the agricultural fair meetings, having full

supervision of all the shows, the racing events and the advertising. He
is likewise a member of the board of election for the fair association.

Mr. Daily is a member of the directing board of the Exchange Banking
Company of Canal Dover. Fraternally, he is affiliated with Canal
Fulton Lodge of the Masonic Order, and a member of the Knights of

Pythias. A republican in his political views as to national affairs, in

local elections he is inclined to vote independently, preferring to choose

his own candidates, regardless of party lines.

]\Ir. Daily married Miss Cora J. Baughman, daughter of Thomas
Baughman, of Franklin Township, Summit County, Ohio. Mr. and
Mrs. Daily are members of the Reformed Church, and take an active

and helpful interest in its work and movements.

Isaac Markley. Among the pioneer families of Stark County, one

of the oldest and most highly honored is that bearing the name of

iMarkley, which was founded here in the early part of the nineteenth

century by John Markley. A native of Bedford County, Pennsylvania,

he was horn Janiaary 5, 1791, and died April 19, 1856. He was a son of

Christopher Markley, who was born in Germany, December 10, 1745,

and who, with his two brothers, emigrated to America, settling in Bed-
ford County, Pennsylvania. In the early part of the nineteenth century,

Christopher Markley came to Stark County and settled in Lake Town-
ship, where his death occurred December 10, 1818. He married
Christiana Ulrich, who was horn April 8, 1756, and died September 30,

1823.

John Markley, the grandfather of the present generation, as repre-

sented by Isaac Markley, one of the substantial and prosperous farmers
and public-spirited citizens of Plain Township, married Susan Brum-
baugh, who was born in Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania, March 25,

1796, and died in Lake Township, Stark County, Ohio, August 7, 1880.
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They became the parents of the following children ; Christina, bom
November 29, 1816, married Daniel Wolf, and died March 20, 1890;
Elizabeth, born January 20, 1819, married Joseph Mohler and died

August 11, 1896
;
Mary, born October 20, 1821, married Enoch Price,

and died July 25, 1864; George, born September 23, 1823, died August
5, 1834

;
Nancy, born November 6, 1825, died March 9, 1893

;
Susan, bora

October 6, 1827, died September 29, 1909, married Samuel Royer, and
after his death married George Price

;
Catherine, born January 12, 1830,

married Soloman Bair, and is still living, a widow, at Middlebranch,
Ohio; Hannah, born January 28, 1832, died September 26, 1902, mar-
ried Jacob Harley; Samuel, born April 30, 1834, died August 12, 1904;
Andrew, born September 9, 1836, died September 1, 1880

;
and Isaac,

born January 3, 1839, married Barbara Yoder, who was born in Nimish-
illen Township, Stark County, Ohio, January 13, 1839, and died October

17, 1909. She was a daughter of Christian Yoder, and she has one son

:

Elmer E., who was born January 6, 1867.

John Markley, the father of Isaac Markley, came to Stark County,
Ohio, when he was a young man. He had been given a public school

education, and was reared in an agricultural community, so that he fol-

lowed the pursuits of the soil throughout his life and died a well-to-do

man, by reason of many years of faithful industry.

Isaac Markley was born on the old Markley homestead farm in Lake
Township, Stark County, Ohio, and was brought up to the vocation of

farming, working on the home place during the summer months and
attending the district schools during the winter terms. He thus con-

tinued until the year 1870, when he purchased a farm of his own located

in Lake Township, about one mile east of Greentown, which he cultivated

for a pei’iod of fourteen years. In 1884 Mr. Markley purchased the

Jacob H. Bair Farm, in Plain Township, and in 1885 moved to this

property, although he continued to retain possession of the old farm
until 1911. When he moved to the Plain Township farm the residence

and barn were standing, but all the other improvements have been put
on under his supervision, and it is one of the really valuable properties

in the township. The farm consists of 157 acres of land, all in a good
state of cultivation, and lies north of Canton six miles. Mr. Markley has
made an unqualified success of his ventures, and is .iustly accounted one
of the progressive and practical agriculturists of his locality. He has
also found time to give to the advancement of township and civic affairs,

having served as trustee of Lake Township three years, a capacity in

which he discharged the duties with signal ability.

Elmer E. Markley has made his home with his parents all his life,

and has been associated with his father in all his operations. His own
education was secured in the public schools and he has always been a
friend of education, having served several times as school director. He
was married October 5, 1895, to Minnie Machamer, who was bora in

Plain Township, Stark County, Ohio, August 25, 1876, daughter of
Anthony and Elizabeth (Kassler) Machamer, of an old family of Stai’k

Coinity. One of Mr. Markley ’s most highly-prized possessions is the
walking cane that was owned and used by bis gi'cat-grandfather, Cln is-

toplier Markley.
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Gibbs Family. As inventor and manufacturers the Gibbs family
has been identihed with the industrial history of Canton for over three-

(|uarters of a century, and three generations of the family have been at

the head of important plants in the city.

Joshua Gilibs, inventor and manufacturer, and grandfather of the

present generation of the family, was the pioneer plow maker west of

the Allegheny Mountains. He was a native of New Jersey, born near
the City of Trenton, in 1802, of Quaker parent.s. He learned the trade

of cooper and general wood-worker, and liecame an expert mechanic.

After working at his trade in Trenton, New Jersey and Philadelphia,

he came west to Ohio in 1822. He worked in Cleveland for a few
months, and then came to Canton, which at that time was a town equal
in size to Cleveland, and in the opinion of iMr. Gibbs, offered better

opportunities, anti a better future than did the town on the lake. When
he came to Canton there were two cooper shops here, and he found em-
ployment in the shop owned by Mr. Fogle. Up to this time Mr. Gibbs
had not turned his mind seriously to inventions, though he had long
before given evidence of more than ordinary genius in that direction.

His first patent was on an invention known as a bar share plow, on which
he received a patent in 1826, which letters patent, signed by Andrew
Jackson, then President of the United States, is still in the possession of

the Gibbs family. Mr. Gibbs began manufacturing his plow in about
1827. The plow had a wooden mold-board with metal trimmings, and
was the first plow manufactured west of the Alleghanies, and. it brought
its inventor and manufacturer into prominence all over Ohio, Indiana,

Michigan, Illinois and the western states of that date. Along about that

time the Laird Foundry was built in Canton, and Mr. Giblis promptly
changed the wooden moldJioard plow to one of metal, having his eastings

made by the Lairds. From that time on Mr. Gibbs continued the manu-
facture of his plow until 1856, when he I’etired from active business, and
was succeeded by his sons, Lewis, Martin and William, who carried on
the business until 1863 under the name of Lewis Gibbs & Bros. Besides
tlie plow, Mr. Gibbs patented many other of his inventions, the most
important one being his invention for dry grinding plows, which proved
a big success, and which is the basic principal of the dry grinding in use

today throughout the country.

Mr. Giblis married Barbara Schaefer, who was born in Germany, and
came with her parents to Canton in early days. Mr. Gibbs died on
December 15, 18 15, while his wife died in 1878, at the age of eighty-one

years. The late Lewis Gibbs, son of Joshua, who, like his father, was
both inventor and manufacturer, was born in Canton in 1833. In early

life he worked in his father’s plow factory, and in 1856 he and brothers

under the firm name of Lewis Gibbs & Bros., succeeded to their father’s

business. In 1863 he associated himself with other gentlemen and
founded the Bucher & Gibbs Plow Company, for the manufacture of the

“Imperial Plow” under Mr. Gibbs’ own patents. In 1891 Mr. Gibbs
withdrew from the Bucher & Gibbs Plow Company and associated him-
self in business with his sons Elmer W. and Alvin J., they founding the

Gibbs Lawn Rake Company, and manufactured lawn rakes and other

hardware specialties under other of Mr. Gibbs’ patents. This company
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was subsequently merged into the Gibbs Manufacturing Company, and
its product changed to include that of patented specialties for the dry
goods, notion, toy and hardware trades. This company has grown into

one of the leading ones in the line in the country and is one of Canton’s
important industries. In 1903 the business was incorporated with Mr.
Lewis Gibbs as president, and -he continued at the head of the company
until his death. The company was reorganized in 1914, with Elmer W.
Gibbs as vice president and superintendent, Alvin J. Gibbs, treasurer,

and P. AY. Preyer, secretary.

In 1856 Mr. Lewis Gibbs married Caroline Bauerice, the daughter of

Ludwig and Margaret Bauerice, of Canton. Of their children the fol-

lowing survive ; Elmer AY., Alvin J., and Clara G., who man-ied F. AY.

Preyer. Mr. Gibbs died April 5, 1915. His wife died in 1900.

Elmer AY. Gibbs, son of Lewis, was born in Canton on February 22,

1864. He was educated in the public schools and at Eastman’s Business

College, Poughkeepsie, New York. AYhen he returned from business

college he became assistant to his father who was then at the head of the

plow department of the Bucher & Gibbs Plow Company. In 1891 he,

with his father, became active in the Gibbs Lawn Rake Company, which
was organized in 1884; he becoming vice president and superintendent of

the Gibbs Manufacturing Company. Mr. Gibbs is interested in various
industrial enterprises of Canton, and is a director of the City National
Bank. He is a member of the Canton Chamber of Commerce and of the
Masonic order. He is a member of the Presbyterian Church and politi-

cally he is a member of the republican party.

Mr. Gibbs married Louise A^oges. who was born in Cleveland, the

daughter of the late Capt. Theodore Voges, who served as a member of

General Sherman’s staff during the Civil war.

Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs have the following children : Hazel, Louise,

Harry E., E. Lewis and Theodore V.

Sylvester D. Hoover. Since 1901 Sylvester D. Hoover has been a
resident of Plain Township, where his well-cultivated eighty-acre farm
is situated on the Section Line Road, two miles northeast of New Berlin.

Primarily a farmer, Mr. Hoover is also well known in business circles as

a dealer in fur and wool, an industry in which his acumen, industry and
fidelity have gained him satisfying success. As a citizen he has borne
his full share of responsibility in civic affairs, and his fellow-citizens’

regard and confidence in his integrity were demonstrated in the elections

of 1912, when he was chosen as a member of the board of trustees of

Plain Township, an office which he still retains.

Air. Hoover was born on the 'old homestead farm of his father, in

AYest Township, Columbiana County, Ohio, July 14, 1858, and is a son
of Elias I. and Hannah (Sommers) Hoover. Elias I. Hoover was a
native of AVashington Township, Stark County, Ohio, born October 6,

1830, a son of David Hoover, who was born in Blair County, Pennsyl-
vania. David Hoover came to Stark County, Ohio, with his parents,

William and Barbara (Neiswanger) Hoover, when he was si.\ years of
age. The great-grandparents of Sylvester D. Hoover were among the
early pioneers of Stark County, settling east of Harrisburg. Nimishillen
Vol. 111—2
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Township, on wliat is now known as the Mentor Farm. They both died
on what was known as the AVilliam Hoover Farm, located east of Harris-

burg.

David Hoover, the grandfather of Sylvester D. Hoover, married
Barbara Flora, and lived first on the Harrisburg and Greentown Road,
on what was the old Wenger Farm. Following that he moved to a farm
about a mile east of Uniontown, Lake Township, and thence he removed
to Louisville, where both he and his wife died.

Hannah Sommers, the mother of Sylvester D. Hoover, was born in

West Township, Columbiana County, Ohio, February 11, 1828, a daugh-
ter of Joseph Sommers, who was a native of Pennsylvania, probably of

Lancaster County. As a young man he settled in West Township,
Columbiana County, Ohio, and there the remaining years of his life

were passed in agi’icultural pursuits. Elias I. Hoover, after his marriage
in Columbiana County, Ohio, moved to Lake Township, one mile east of

Uniontown, in the spring of 1869, settling on a property on which he
resided for twenty-nine years. He next removed to Summit County,
Ohio, where he lived retired and that community continued to be his

home until his death, July 18, 1913. The mother survived until Novem-
ber 12, 1904. There were three children in the family : Sylvester D.,

of this notice; Simon L., who is deceased; and Ezra J., who lives at

Mogadore, Ohio. The Hoover family have been members of the German
Baptist Church.

Sylvester D. Hoover was practically reared on the farm in Lake
Township, where he remained until the time of his marriage, his educa-
tion in the meanwhile being that afforded by the district schools of that
community. When he was married, March 15, 1882, he removed to

Summit County, Ohio, and lived there for four years. His wife, Susan
Young, was born in DeKalb County, Indiana, in 1874, the daughter of

Frank Young, who was born in Plain Township, Stark County, Ohio,

and removed to Indiana as a young man, but later returned to Ohio, and
died in Portage County. She left two sons: Harry A., bom August 1,

1882, who married Ida Klingiman, of Louisville, and has two sons and
four daughters—Grace, Ethel, Helen, Charles, Robert and Lucile; and
P’ord A., born October 11, 1885, who married Viola Mizer, of Sandyville,

Ohio. In 1895 Mr. Hoover was married to his present wife, who was
Lucetta Mellinger, born in Summit County, Ohio, September 6, 1872,

daughter of Michael Mellinger.

In 1895 Mr. Hoover returned to Stark County, locating in Lake
Township, from whence he removed to Jackson Township, and in 1901

to his present farm, on the Section Line Road, two miles northeast of

New Berlin, where he has eighty acres of good land. He is known as a

skilled agriculturist, who uses modern methods in his work and has made
a success of his ventures, and his well cultivated fields, substantial build-

ings, up-to-date improvements and general valuable and well-kept hold-

ings testify elocpiently to his ability, industry and good management.
Aside from his agricultural operations, Mr. Hoover has been unusually
successful in the handling of wool and fur, a business which averages

$10,000 annually, although commenced in a modest way. He has shown
himself faithful to his obligations and engagements and his honorable
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methods of doing business have gained him a substantial reputation in

commercial circles.

Mr. Hoover is a republican and has been more or less prominent in

township and civic affairs. In 1912 he was elected to the office of town-

ship trustee of Plain Township, a capacity in which he has exerted every

effort in behalf of his community’s interests. He is well and widely

known, not alone in business and agricultural circles, but in social circles

of Canton, where he belongs to the McKinley Club and has a wide circle

of friends.

Jacob Conead Haring. Almost half a century ago Jacob C. Haring,
who had only recently received his honorable discharge from the army
during the Civil war, arrived at Massillon with hardly enough money
to pay for his dinner. He was a common laborer, ready to accept any
employment which he could find. It requires some space to indicate the
relations of Mr. Haring during recent years and at the present time
with prominent companies and organizations of Massillon, and he is one
of that city’s leading citizens, a banker, coal operator, and a leader in

anything he undertakes.

Born in Wuertemberg, Germany, August 7, 1846, he is a son of Con-
rad and Frances (Fisher) Haring. His father died in Germany in 1851
and in the following year the widowed mother brought her little family
to the United States, first locating at Winesburg in Holmes County,
Ohio. She died at Canal Dover, Ohio.

Six years old when brought to this country, Jacob C. Haring had
very limited opportunities and advantages when growing up in Holmes
County. A part of each winter he attended a country school, and the

balance of the year was devoted to the hard work of the farm. His
schooling came to an end at the age of eleven, and after that he was
employed in various forms of farm labor until February, 1864. At that

date he enlisted in Company C of the Sixty-seventh Regiment, Ohio Vol-

unteer Infantry, and was with his command in all its movements and
engagements until several months after the actual close of hostilities

between the North and South. He received his honorable discharge at

City Point, Virginia, in December, 1865, and soon afterwards returned

to Holmes County, where for about forty days he was again a pupil in

the public schools. He secured a job driving a team in Canal Dover,
but soon afterwards went to the Zoarite community in Stark County and
worked on a farm there until August, 1866. That was the date of his

first acquaintance with Massillon. Without money he secured the first

work he could find, and became a driller in the coal mines. Next he was
carrying a hod in the building of St. John’s Evangelical Chui’ch. In

the same year, an opportunity was opened for work in the stone quarry
on the Chapman farm at Navarre, where he labored for a short time and
there worked on Mr. Chapman’s farm for two year.s. While at Navarre
Mr. Haring learned photography with the firm of Grossklaus & Rick-

secker, and on April 1, 1869, was sent by that firm to Massillon to take

charge of its .studio, recently opened in that city. In the meantime Mr.
Haring had become a junior mendier in the firm, and three years later

bought the Massillon business and continued to conduct it until 1897.
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A great many of the older people in this part of Stark County know Mr.
Haring as their old time and reliable photographer. In the last twenty
years his activities and business operations have been on a broad and
diverse scale.

In 1897 he became connected with the coal mining industry. He was
secretary and treasurer of the Elm Run Coal Company, subsequently
secretary-treasurer of the Pocock Coal Company, then secretary and
treasurer of the Massillon City Coal Company, and finally was with
the Haring-Wilson Coal Mining Company. He was one of the organiz-

ers of the Ohio Bottle Company, an important local industry, of which
he was treasurer until the plant was sold to the American Bottle Com-
pany, in which larger organization he became a director, and is still

financially interested. Mr. Haring is a director and vice president of

the Buckeye Cereal Company of Massillon, and for a time was its sec-

retai-y. As a banker he is president of the First Savings & Loan Com-
pany of Massillon, is a director in the Union National Bank, and has

a number of other local interests.

He is president and treasurer of the Massillon Hospital Association

and president of the Massillon Chamber of Commerce. He is a past

commander of Hart Post No. 134, G. A. R., and for many years filled

other offices, including that of adjutant. He is affiliated with Clinton

Lodge, A. F. & A. M., and was elected city clerk of Massillon, finally

resigning the office during his third term. Mr. Haring married Emma
Craig, who was born in Pennsylvania of Scotch-Irish family. Their
children are Harry A., Jennie F., Mary L., Chester E. and Walter J.

jAcon J. Renkert. One of the leading manufacturing industries of

Canton is that which has to do with the production of brick, and this

line of endeavor is well represented here by Jacob J. Renkert, one of

the pioneers in this line of work in the state. Mr. Renkert has been
identified with brickmaking in Ohio for nearly fifty years, and for

twenty-six years of this time has engaged in the manufacture of shale

brick, being at present active in that connection as superintendent of

the Royal plant of the Metropolitan Paving Brick Company. Pew men
are better known in this industry than is Mr. Renkert, and his interests

are not confined to brickmaking, for his abilities have been called into

play in the support of various other enterprises, and as a citizen he has

taken an active part in civic movements.
Jacob J. Renkert was born on his father’s farm near Canal Dover, in

Tuscarawas County, Ohio, January 10, 1848. He was brought up amid
agricultural surroundings and to agricultural work, but was not destined

to spend his life as a farmer, for when he was seventeen years of age, a

lad with a country school education, he secured his first lesson in brick-

making from a man who was employed to bum a kiln for Mr. Renkert ’s

uncle. At that early date the business fascinated him and he decided

to become a master of the vocation. In 1866, when eighteen years of

age, young Renkert hired out to John Robb, a brickmaker, and in the

following year, so well had he learned his lessons and so faithful was
he in the discharge of his duties that Mr. Robb admitted him into the

business as a partner, the brick yards being located at New Philadelphia
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and building brick being the article manufactured. In 1868 Mr. Renkert
succeeded to the ownership of the brickyard, which he conducted with a
fair measure of success until 1880, when, with others, he erected a new
plant and engaged in the making of fire brick, a new departure for him,
in which, however, he was entirely successful. In the spring of 1889 the

business and plant was sold to an Akron concern and in the following

August Mr. Renkert came to Canton and became one of the organizers

of the Royal Brick Company, a concern established and founded for the

purpose of manufacturing shale brick. Of the company Mr. Renkert
became superintendent, and continued in that capacity until the Royal
was merged with the Metropolitan Paving Brick Company, .in 1902, the

new concern adopting the latter name. Since the merger Mr. Renkert
has been superintendent of the Royal branch of the company, of which
he is also a director, and one to whom his associates look for advice and
counsel in matters of importance connected with the business. Mr.
Renkert is also financially interested in other industries not only at

Canton but at other points. Pie was one of the organizers of the Arling-

ton Manufacturing Company, of Canton, manufacturers of paints and
colors, and still retains his holdings in that successful enterprise. He is

also interested in the Electric Furnace Company, of Alliance
;
the Frank-

lin Oil Company, of Bedford, Ohio; the Automatic Transportation Com-
pany, of Buffalo, New York, and other enterprises of importance and
wealth, and has improved real estate holdings at Columbus. Mr. Renkei’t

has always been ready to give his support to movements calculated to

advance Canton in any way, and is an active member of the Canton
Chamber of Commerce. His fraternal connection is with the Masonic
order, and he has numerous friends in the local lodge, as he has also in

business circles throughout the state.

Mr. Renkert has been twice married. His first wife was Miss Emma
Lalim, who was born at Canal Dover, Ohio, in 1854, and whose death
occurred at Canton, in 1896. There were three children born to this

union, two sons and a daughter. Mr. Renkert ’s second wife was formerly
Mrs. John Bailey, of Canton.

John C. Albright. A Stark County man whose special genius in the

commercial field has been applied to the development of the coal indus-

try in the Massillon District, John C. Albright has lived in this county
nearly seventy years, is a man of the widest business and social acquaint-

ance and his commercial integrity and success are accomplished facts.

John C. Albright was born at Massillon October 26, 1845, a son of

Michael and Elizabeth (Ruth) Albright. His grandparents were Nicholas

and Elizabeth (Ingle) Albright. Their home was in Rhenish Ba-
varia, where the name was spelled Albrecht. In the family of the grand-

parents were seven children: Adam, George, Michael, Charles, Fred-

erick, John and Catherine, all of whom lived to mature age. Michael

Albright grew up at his old home south of Bingen in Rhenish Bavaria,

and about 1830 came to the United States and settled at Kimdal in Stark

County, now one of the city wards of Massillon. Tliough little more than

a boy when he came to America, in a few years be was making rapid

progress in business, and in comjiany with Henry Morganthaler, under
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the iianie Albright & Morgauthaler, did business as agent for an Ameri-
can clock concern, and distributed a large number of timepieces through-
out this part of Ohio. Many of these “grandfathers clocks” are now-
cherished as priceless heirlooms in many homes in this section, and
were sold by this tirm. Througli this work Michael Albright accumu-
lated his first stock of capital, which he invested in the grocery business,
wholesale and retail, on Canal Street. The firm was one of the first in
the locality to carry on a wholesale business. Michael Albright was
thus engaged until his death in July, 1850, at the early age of thirty-
seven years. Though a resident of Stark County only twenty years,
and dying before reaching his prime, he was regarded as one of the most
substantial citizens and noted for his open hearted liberality and so far
as known he never had an enemy. He was a leader among his coun-
trymen in Stark County, and enjoyed their complete confidence and
regard. His widow survived him many years, passing away at Massil-
son in 1890 at the age of seventy-five. Their five children were : Peter
G., deceased, a former banker of Massillon; Sophia J., widow of Jacob
D. Wetter, and still living in Massillon; John C.

;
and Prank, a retired

merchant at Massillon.

John C. Albright was a small boy when his father died, received
his schooling in Stark County, and was still young when he entered busi-

ness as a partner with his older brother Peter G., in a store on Main
Street. In 1873 he bought the entire business, and took in as partner
his brother Frank, under the name Albright Brothers. Though suc-

cessful as a merchant, that was only the preparatory part of his real

career. He finally sold his interests in that line to his brother, leaving

the firm as Albright & Company, and in 1880 John C. Albright iden-

tified himself and his resources with the coal industry. Therein he has
attained a really noteworthy success. In this business he was associated

with his father-in-law Hon. Anthony Howells and his brother-in-law,

the late Jacob D. Wetter, under the name Howells Coal Company. This
company opened the Elm Run mine and the Rose Hill mine at Navarre
.and the Justus mine. Soon after the company was organized Mr. Wet-
ter sold his interest. In 1882 John C. Albright went to Cleveland and
established the Albright Coal Company, one of the most prosperous

distributing coal establishments in that city. He has since been presi-

dent and treasurer of that company, and is also president and
treasurer of the Massillon Oak Hill Mining Company and presi-

dent and treasurer of the Massillon Sand & Stone Company, having
been at the head of both these coneerns since their organization. Mr.
Albright is also vice president of the State Bank of Massillon. Through
these industries he has contributed much to the business progress and
resources of Stark County for the past thirty years, and in 1912 gave
]\Iassillon one of its most handsome blocks known as the Albright Block.

Mr. Albright is a republican and affiliates with the Royal Arch
]\Iasons. He is a member and one of the liberal supporters of St. John’s

Evangelical Church of Massillon. When men know John C. Albright

they esteem him not only for his power and influence in the commer-
cial world, but also for his broad gauge personality, his love of per-

formance for its own sake, and his public spirited liberality.
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Mr. Albright was married in Massillon in 1873 to Malvina Howells,

only daughter of Hon. Anthony and Elizabeth (James) Howells. Her
father was at one time a state senator and was also state treasurer of

Ohio. During the thirty-five years of their married life Mrs. Albright

was a helpful counselor to her husband, devoted to her home and the

rearing of her children, and had the affection of a large circle of friends.

Her death occurred in 1908. There are three sons. Charles A., who is

manager of the Albright Coal Company at Cleveland, married Mabel
Linnell, and their three children are Charles A., Jr., Virginia and Ruth.

Corwin 0., who lives in Massillon, and is the manager of the Massillon

Sand & Stone Company, married Jeannette Bissell, and has thi’ee chil-

dren, Jeannette, Helen and John C. Chauneey Howells, secretary and
manager of the Massillon Oak Hill Coal Company at Massillon, married
Helen Hamberger, and their one child is Chauneey Howells Al-

bright, Jr.

James B. Dougherty, M. D. One of the skilled and prominent repre-

sentatives of the medical profession, Dr. James B. Dougherty is not only

a physician by inclination, education, training and experience, but by
the inheritance of qualities that made his father and grandfather dis-

tinguished in the profession. During his residence at New Berlin, his

present field of practice, he has secured a large and representative pro-

fessional business, and at the same time has achieved distinction in a

calling which, in the present century of expanding horizons in medical
science, seems to have almost reached a time when its accomplishments
are little less than miracles.

Doctor Dougherty was born at Greentown, Ohio, and is a son of

Dr. Lewis E. and Clara (Hart) Dougherty, and a grandson of Dr. James
E. and Angeline (Gorgas) Dougherty, of Stark County. Dr. James E.
Dougherty was one of Stark County’s most prominent physicians and
citizens, having practiced medicine here for over thirty years, his popu-
larity leading him to being twice elected county recorder. He was born
in Beaver County, Pennsylvania, March 13, 1820, the eldest child and
only son of John and Elizabeth (Crail) Dougherty. John Dougherty
was born in Franklin County, Pennsylvania, December 3, 1796, and was
a son of James Dougherty, a native of Ireland. The mother of Dr. James
E. Dougherty was born in Pennsylvania, June 25, 1801, a daughter of

John Crail, Esq., a native of the Isle of Man, who served as a soldier

during the Revolutionary war. John Dougherty died at Richmond, Ohio,

March 20, 1831, his wife, Elizabeth, preceding him to the grave in 1827.

Dr. James E. Doiigherty, after finishing his literary education, took
up the study of medicine with Dr. E. M. Pyle, of Richmond, Ohio, as his

])receptor, and from him received his diploma, that being previous to

the regulations later prescribed by law requiring a diploma from a
medical college. The succeeding five years were spent in Beaver County,
Pennsylvania, where he was successful in Ids ])ractice, and he then re-

moved to Jefferson County, Ohio, in 1849 taking up his residence at

Greentown, Oliio, where he continued in active practice for thirty-six

years. During the Civil war. Doctor Douglundy enlisted, in May, 1864,

in the One Hundred and Sixty-second Regiment, Ohio .\ational Guards,
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of which he became lieutenant-colonel. A stanch republican in politics,

he took an active part in the work of his party, and was honored by his

fellow-citizens by election to the office of county recorder, and in that
year removed to Canton to assume his official duties for a term of three

years. His excellent record in office led to his re-election by a majority
of 671 votes, and his entire incumbency of the office was characterized

by absolute fidelity to duty and a conscientious effort to serve the best

interests of the people of the county. Doctor Dougherty was interested

in fraternal work, belonging to the blue lodge and chapter of Masonry
and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and until his death took an
active participation in the meetings of the Grand Army of the Republic,

of which he was a popular comrade. He was a faithful member of the

Methodist Church, and lived up to its teachings and taught his children

to do the same. On September 27, 1849, Doctor Dougherty was united
in marriage with Miss Angeline Gorgas, daughter of Thomas Gorgas,
and a member of the Gorgas family of Panama Canal fame. To this

union there were born eight children, namely : Louis E., James E.,

John F., Mary E., Charles A., Sarah A., Maggie and an infant who died
unnamed. Doctor Dougherty died March 24, 1894, when the medical
profession lost one of its able and distinguished members and the com-
munity a citizen who had been instrumental in forwarding many of its

most beneficial movements.
Dr. Lewis E. Dougherty was born August 28, 1853, at Greentown,

Stark County, Ohio, and there was engaged in an extensive practice dur-

ing the period from 1849 until 1885. His early studies were prosecuted
in the public schools of Greentown and the seminary at Greensburg,
Summit County, Ohio, following which he entered Mount Union College,

at Alliance, Ohio, and when he had completed his course there, became
a student in the Columbus Medical College, from which institution he
was graduated in 1879, with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. During
the forty years of his practice at Greentown and Canton he built up a

firmly-established reputation as a capable, conscientious and thoroughly
learned physician, and as a citizen who could be depended upon to give

of his best services in the interests of the community. No movement or

enterprise which promised to be of benefit to the community was refused

his support. His aid was always extended to the poor and unfortunate,

and in every walk of life he so conducted himself as to win universal

respect and confidence. Politically a republican, he took some active

part in his party’s success, and his fraternal connections were with the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of the Maecabes.
On July 3, 1879, Doctor Dougherty was married to Miss Clara Hart,

daughter of Benjamin and Mary Hart, and to this union there were born
two children : James B., of this review

;
and Ervin G. klrs. Dougherty

died December 12, 1886, and June 14, 1892, Doctor Dougherty was mar-
ried to Miss Elizabeth Griffith, of Canton, one son, Lewis E., Jr., being
born to this union. The family home at Canton is a beautiful one, and a

center of culture and refinement.

After graduating from the Greentown High School, Dr. James B.

Dougherty entered Valparaiso University, where he completed a three-

year course, then beginning his medical studies in the medical school of
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the same university. In 1903 he furthered his studies by enrolling as a

member of the Columbus Medical College, from which he was graduated
with high honors, as he had been from his other schools, from each of

v/hich he received his sheepskin. For eighteen months he was resident

physician at Columbus Hospital, and at the end of tliat period took up
his residence and opened an olBce at New Berlin, where he has since

continued in the enjoyment of a constantly-increasing practice. He has

been located here since October, 1904, and his reputation has extended
to such a degree that his patients come not only from all over New Berlin

and the surrounding territory, but from Canton, Akron, Alliance and
other cities. Unlike many others, he did not cease his studies when he

left college, but has continued to be a most close and careful student,

and in 1906 took a post-graduate course at the Chicago School of Medi-
cine. He is a member of the Canton Medical Society and the Stark
County Medical Society, and in every way has kept himself fully abreast

of his profession, among the members of which he bears an excellent

reputation as an observer of high professional ethics. He is an inde-

pendent voter, exercising his prerogative of choosing his own candidates

irrespective of party lines. His support, however, is always found on
the side of progress, and in this way he has assisted his community in

its growth and development. Fraternally he is connected with the Blue
Lodge and Commandery of Masonry at Canton, and Al-Koran Shrine
at Cleveland, and also holds membership in New Berlin Lodge, Knights
of Pythias, in all of which he has numerous friends.

Doctor Dougherty was married November 17, 1904, to Miss Jennett
Evans, daughter of Thomas and Mary (Granger) Evans, of Greenville.

She died October 2, 1906, without issue, and in November, 1908, Doctor
Dougherty was married to Miss May Foster, daughter of Thomas and
Elizabeth (Webster) Foster, of Cannington, Ontario, Canada. Doctor
and Mrs. Dougherty have had one daughter: Mabel Anna, born June
9, 1910.

William W. Sproui.l. While best known among Canton manufac-
turers as president and treasurer of the Armor Clad Manufacturing
Company, William W. Sproull for a young man has had a very extensive

experience in manufacturing affairs and prior to coming to Canton was
identified with some of the leading corporations for the manufacture of

tin plate and steel products.

The Armor Clad Manufacturing Company of Canton was first

organized in 1907. An entirely different group of business men effected

its reorganization in 1914, though the same name was retained by per-

mission of the Ohio secretary of state. It was in this reorganization

that Mr. Sproull took part and thus became identified with the Canton
industrial center. The company is capitalized at $50,000, and its official

board is as follows : W. W. Sproull, president and treasurer
;
W. H.

Davey, vice president
; S. F. Long, secretary

;
W. P. Beardsley of Canton

and C. C. Potts of Indiana Harbor, Indiana directors. The company
has 1 '4 acres in the Canton manufacturing district, and its plant
affords about 15,000 square feet of floor space. The company has
already built up an extensive business for its line of metal furniture
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for offices, hotels and residences, and also manufactures light-weight

safes and sanitary white enameled steel cabinets, both for offices and
home purposes.

The president of this flourishing concern was born in Westmoreland
County, Pennsylvania, October 26, 1876, son of Robert E. and Mary
(Wylie) Sproull. The Sproull family is of New England stock. Grand-
father Sproull having removed from Connecticut to Pennsylvania about
1840. The Wylies are an old Pennsylvania family. Grandfather Cham-
bers Wylie lived from birth until his death at the age of eighty-two on
one and the same farm in Pennsylvania. Robert E. Sproull, the father,

\vas born in Pennsylvania and for many years was engaged in mer-
chandising in Westmoreland County. Later he retired and spent his

last years on his farm, where he died in 1907. His wife, who was
born in Pennsylvania, is still living there.

William W. Sproull did his first important work as a school man.
He was educated at first in the public schools and then in the Penn-
sylvania State Normal School at Indiana, and for five years had charge
of local public schools. He then entered the Park Institute at Alle-

gheny City, a school at that time affiliated with the University of Penn-
sylvania, and in addition to cai-rying a course of studies there he was
also a member of the teaching staff.

On giving up educational work Mr. Sproull spent three years as a
salesman for J. D. Mcllwain & Co., Pittsburg manufacturers, and
on June 1, 1902, first come to Canton to accept the position of auditor

for the Carnahan Tin Plate and Sheet Mill Company. In 1907 he was
l?romoted to assistant secretary and treasurer of this .company. His
varied experience brought him an intimate knowledge of manufacturing
details in the tin plate and steel industry, and in 1914 he resigned his

position to take the presidency of the Armor Clad Manufacturing Com-
pany, at the time of its reorganization.

Mr. Sproull is a member of the Aderaft and Masonic clubs, and in

Masonry is affiliated with Temple Lodge No. 47, A. P. & A. M., with
Indiana Consistory of the thirty-second degree Scottish Rite, and with
A1 Koran Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Cleveland. He and his wife

are members of the Episcopal Church. Mrs. Sproull before her marriage
was Katherine Dyess, formerly of Leechburg, Pennsylvania. They are

the parents of two children : D,yess and Archibald.

Henry N. Firestone. Stark County has profited by the stable citi-

zenship and faithful industry of the Firestone family during four

generations. Practically all bearing the name have been interested in

agriculture, but their services have been extended also to education,

religion, politics and .society, and several of the family have been well

known in the field of finance. A worthy representative of the name,
now living in Plain Township on the homestead which has been handed
down from father to son since the year 1809, is Henry N. Firestone, who
was born on this property, December 15, 1866.

Nicholas Firestone, the great-grandfather of Henry N. Firestone,

came from Columbiana Count.y, Ohio, in 1806, to Stark County, and
filed the fir.st land claim for 320 acres from tlie Government, although
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lie did not receive his patent until three years later, the original deed,

now in the possession of Henry N. Firestone, having been signed by
President James Madison, and hearing the date of December 7, 1809.

During the early days Nicholas Firestone was considered a very wealthy
man, and at the time of his death had large holdings in land. He
passed away in Columbiana County, and in his will left the Stark County
homestead to his son, Henry Firestone.

Henry Firestone was born February 25, 1806, in Columbiana County,
Ohio, and was married there to Mary Hoffstot, who was born in that

county, December 2, 1815. To them there were born ten children

:

Samuel; Ameann
;
Hiram; Clemora

;
John D.

;
Elizabeth; Clinton D.

;

Catherine; Jason W.
;
and Calvin Joseph. Henry Firestone came into

possession of the homestead in 1833 and was engaged in general farming
and stockraising thereon up to the time of his death, when it was willed

to his son, Hiram.
Hiram Firestone, while devoting the larger part of his time to farm-

ing and stoekraising, was also a factor in establishing and developing
several of Canton’s financial institutions. He helped to establish and
was one of the original stockholders in the farmers Bank of Canton, in

which he owned a one-fifth interest, and was one of the original stock-

holdei’s and a director of the City National Bank of Canton. He was
almost continually interested in outside enterprises, and aside from being
one of Stark County’s best agriculturists, was one of the contractors in

the building of the Wheeling & Lake Erie Railroad. The same thrift

and enterprise which characterized his life have been handed down to

his son. Hiram Firestone married Miss Margaret McDowell, of Plain
Township, a sister of H. C. McDowell, a well-known hanker, capitalist

and farmer of this locality. They became the parents of three children

:

Henry N., of this review ; Nettie, who is now the wife of Charles B'oettler

;

and Mary E., the wife of Edwin S. Correll.

Henry N. Firestone has passed his entire life on the farm which he
now occupies, and which is the same property that has been in the

family since 1806. He received good educational advantages in his

yoiith, and was trained to agricultural pursuits with the view of his

taking over the management of the homestead in which the family has
always had such pride. Since coming into possession of the estate, he
has made numerous improvements, and the buildings are now among
the most modern, in architecture and equipment, to he found in the

county. He has devoted his energies earnestly to the development of

tlie pi'operty and has made his land pay him well for his labors.

On January 28, 1892, Mr. Firestone was married to Miss Cora Alice

Smith, daughter of II. M. Smith, who resides on the New Berlin Road,
just outside the City of Canton. To this union there have been born
five children, as follows: Leto, horn July 26, 1893, a graduate of Can-
ton High School and of the Ohio State Normal, who is at this time a

popular and efficient teacher in the public schools of Canton
;
Hiram

N., born January 9, 1895, a graduate of Canton High School and one
year a student at Ames (Iowa) College, is now attending the Ohio
State University; Ma.xine M., born December 9, 1897, a graduate of
Canton High School, class of 1915, now attending the Ohio State Nor-
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mal at Athens; Walter Jason, born March 26, 1905, who is attending
the Plain Township district school; and Calvin DeWitt, born Septem-
ber 16, 1907, who is also attending the district school.

A republican in his political views, Mr. Firestone is a member of
the board of education and assessor for Plain Township. He has been
the executor for many estates, and in every way has merited the confi-

dence which has been placed in him by his fellow-citizens. In fraternal
circles he is well known, being a member of the Knights of Pythias and
a thirty-second degree Mason, and has also been active in the work of
the Junior Grange. His postoffice is located at Middlebranch.

James Hervey Hunt. Among the bankers of Stark County prob-
ably none is better known than James Hervey Hunt of Massillon. While
it should be remembered to his credit that he was a loyal soldier during
the Civil war, he has been first and last a banker, and for nearly half
a century has been identified with several of the leading institutions of
the city, and is now president of the Union National Bank. His father
before him was a successful banker of Massillon, and much of the best

financial ability of Stark County during the last sixty or seventy years
has been concentrated in this one family.

Born at Massillon in 1840, James Hervey Hunt is the only son of

Salmon and Helen (Per Lee) Hunt. Salmon Hunt was born on a farm
on the Chenango River in Chenango County, New York, a son of Tim-
othy Hunt, who was a farmer and contractor. Mr. Hunt comes of old

Revolutionary stock through his mother, Helen Per Lee, who was born
in the City of Poughkeepsie, New York, daughter of Abraham Per Lee.

Her father was a lawyer and served as an officer under General Zebulon
M. Pike in the War of 1812. He was with General Pike in the gallant

assault upon York (now the City of Toronto), and was shot through
the body in that engagement. Abraham Per Lee was a son of Edmund
Per Lee, who was an officer in the War of the Revolution and for his

services in that war was granted a tract of land in Chenango County,
New York, which he presented to his two sons, Abraham and Edmund,
the latter of whom was also an officer in the American army during the

second war with Great Britain. These sons settled on the land, raised

their families there, and the property is still in the Per Lee family.

Salmon Hunt and Helen Per Lee were married in Chenango County,

New York, and about 1836 they came to Ohio, and after a brief residence

at Cleveland located in Massillon. Prom almost the beginning of his

residence here Salmon Hunt was interested in banking. For many
years he was president of the First National Bank. He lived in a time

when banking was subject to all the loose management and vagaries of

theory which characterized American finance before the Civil war. and
was a conservative influence in those years, and possessed all the ability

and personal integrity which go to make the successful banker. The
First National Bank under his management became as it is now one

of the strongest institutions in Stark County. It is interesting to note

that his grandson Per Lee Hunt, a son of James H. Hunt, is now presi-

dent of the First National. Salmon Hunt died in 1890 and his wife in
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1882. They had one son and three daughters, two of the latter dying in

childhood, while the oldest, Helen, died in 1883.

James H. Hunt graduated from the Massillon High School just

before the outbreak of the Civil war. Then in 1861 he volunteered,

enlisting in Company A of the Nineteenth Regiment of Ohio Infantry,

and went with one of the first Ohio regiments to reach the front. He
served four years as a soldier, and for much of the time was with the

Fii-st Brigade, Third Division, Fourth Army Corps.

Following the war he attended Duff’s Commercial College at Pitts-

burg, and then learned banking by practical experience in his father’s

institution. His father was at that time cashier of the First National
Bank. He gradually worked his way up until he was bookkeeper, but
in 1871 he and the late John E. M. Lain organized the old Exchange
Bank of Massillon. Mr. Hunt became its cashier. In 1875 the Exchange
Bank was absorbed by the Union National Bank, and Mr. Hunt con-

tinued as cashier of the new institution until about 1897, when he suc-

ceeded to the presidency. He has since wisely and ably directed this

bank through its chief executive office.

Like his father he is a thorough banker, and unlike many bankers
confines his attention solely to this business. However, that has not

prevented him from sharing in every public spirited movement for the

benefit of his home city and county.

In 1865 Mr. Hunt married Miss Clara Zerbe. She was born in Mas-
sillon, daughter of the late Jonathan Zerbe, who was a merchant. Mrs.
Hunt is a cousin of Kountze Brothers, who are among the best known
bankers and capitalists of New York City. She is also a cousin of

Colonel Gorgas, whose devoted service as a United States army medical
officer and sanitarian on the Panama Canal Zone has made him known to

every American. Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Hunt:
Mary is the wife of Judge Robert N. Day of M^sillon, brother of Wil-
liam R. Day, a justice of the United States Supreme Court; Helen; and
Per Lee, now president of the First National Bank of Massillon, mar-
ried Anna Day, a sister to Ju.stice William R. Day. Mr. James H.
Hunt is a member of the American Bankers Association, is president
of the Massillon Humane Society and is actively identified with the local

post of the Grand Army of the Repul)lic.

Joseph Hendricks Himes. In manufacturing circles of Canton, a
name that has become prominently and favorably known in recent years
is that of Joseph Hendricks Himes. Still a young man, his advancement
has been so rapid as to place him in a foremost position among manu-
facturers of Northeast Ohio, as evidenced by his position as general
manager of 1he Carnahan Tin Plate and Sheet Company of Canton.

Mr. IliiiKS was horn at New Oxford, near the battlefield of Gettys-
burg, Pennsylvania, August 15, 1885, and is a son of George T. and
Martha Jane (MeKnight) Himes. His father was born at what was
known as I\largaretta Furnace, near York, Pennsylvania, in 1846, a son
of Thomas Himes, also a native of Pennsylvania, where at lea.st six
generations of the family resided. For years the name has been identi-
fi(‘d with maim I'aeturing, Thomas Himes having been connected with

1182898
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the iron industry, wliile George T. Ilinies, now retired, was a well known
inanufactnrer of shoes. i\Iartha Jane McKnight was a member of a
family of Quakers, and was born in Pennsylvania, as were also her
parents, of Seotch-Irish aneesti-y. Her father, Stuart McKnight, wms a
cousin of the late Col. Thomas A. Scott, who was president of the Penn-
sylvania Railroad Company, and with whom he owned extensive farm
lands in Eastern Pennsylvania, which were vinder the personal super-

vision of ]\Ir. McKnight.
Joseph Hendricks • Himes was reared at New Oxford until about

twelve years of age, and there received his early education in the public

schools. He prepared for a university career and attended Gettysburg
College up to the sophomore year, when he matriculated at the State
College of Pennsylvania, there taking a course in mineralogy and
specializing in iron and steel. He was duly graduated with the class of

1906, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and in that same year
became identified with the open hearth department of the Carnegie
Steel Company, at Homestead, Pennsylvania, where he piit in about
one year, practically as an apprentice, during which time he studied the

business from the bottom up and acquired much practical experience.

In 1908 Mr. Himes became associated with the Tennessee Coal and Iron
Corporation, at Ensley, Alabama, w’here he spent several years in the

operating and sales departments, and in 1910 went to Baltimore, Mary-
land, there opening a brokerage business in iron and steel products.

After tw’o years passed in this business, ]\Ir. Himes disposed of his

interests at Baltimore, and June 1, 1912, came to Canton to become
assistant sales manager of the Carnahan Tin Plate and Sheet Company.
In October, 1912, he was promoted sales manager, was made assistant

general manager July 1, 1913, and in January, 1914, was given his present

post, that of general manager of the company. An energetic, progressive

man of business, thoroughly experienced in the industry, and with a

comprehensive grasp of all its details, he has done much to increase the

business of the concern and to place it in a position to successfully

compete with the leading firms in its line in the state.

In 1911 ]Mr. Himes was married to Miss Mary Carnahan, daughter
of J. E. Carnahan, of Canton. She died of an attack of pneumonia, in

i\Iay, 1912. On May 6, 1915, Mr. Himes was married at the Waldorf
Hotel, New York City, to IMiss Eilleen Evelyn Canfield, of Los Angeles,

California, daughter of C. A. Canfield, an oil magnate of New York and
Los Angeles.

Mr. Himes is a member of the Lakeside Country Club, of the Canton
Club, of the Baltimore (^Maryland) Club, and of the Southern Club of

Birmingham, Alal)ama. He also holds membership in the Canton

Chamber of Commerce, is a thirty-second degree and Shriner Mason,

and belongs to the Sigma Chi Greek letter fraternity.

Ira N. Butler. One of the fine farms of Stark County is that

owned and occupied by Ira Newton Biitler, this well improved estate

being eligibly situated in Jackson Township, five miles west of New
Berlin and on the New Berlin and Canal Pulton road. Mr. Butler is

not only a well known and influential citizen of Jackson Township,
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which has represented his place of residence from the time of his

nativity, but he has also the distinction of being a scion of one of the

honored pioneer families of Stark County.
On the old Butler homestead in Jackson Township Mr. Butler was

born February 19, 1862, and he is a son of John iVI. and Maria C.

(Beatty) Butler. His paternal grandfathei*, Jacob Butler, was a native

of Pennsylvania, from which state he came to Stark County, Ohio, in

1830. He obtained a tract of wild land in Jackson Township, where he
reclaimed a productive farm and where he and his wife passed the

residue of their lives, as sterling pioneer citizens of that part of the

county. John Beatty, the maternal grandfather of him whose name
introduces this article, was born in Ireland, on the 10th of September,

1783, and in 1786 was brought by his parents to America, the family
home being established in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, where he

was reared to manhood and where, on the 20th of February, 1820, he
married Christiana Powell, their removal to Stark County, Ohio, having
occurred in 1824, and their home having here been established on a
pioneer farm three miles north of the present City of Massillon, the

land having been obtained from the Government and having been
virtually represented by a virgin forest. Mr. Beatty had served as a

soldier in the War of 1812, under General Scott, and his son Samuel
was captain of a company that did valiant service in the Mexican war.
When Port Sumter was fired upon in the rebellion of southern states

he offered his services to the governor of Ohio and during this war he
was made major-general. It can but briefly be stated that Major-
General Beatty maintained an able military record, from the time he
entered the United States service in 1846 as a first lieutenant until he
arrived at St. Louis as major-general in the regular army. The names
of both the Butler and Beatty families have been prominent in connec-
tion with the civic and material development and progress of Stai’k

County and the ancestral record of Ira N. Butler is one in which he may
well take just pride.

John M. Butler was born in the old Keystone State and was a boy
when he accompanied his parents to Stark County, where he was reared
under the conditions and influences of the pioneer days and contributed
his quota to the reclamation and other work of the old homestead farm.
In 1868 he purchased the old Spotts farm, in Jackson Township, the

place on which Ira N. Butler moved with his parents when six years
old, and which he now owns and occupies. Mrs. Maria C. (Beatty)
Butler was born on her father’s pioneer farmstead, in Jackson Town-
ship, on the 4th of May, 1836, and both she and her husband continued
to be honored and well known residents of this township until their

death. Of their children the first born, William, is deceased
;
Tra New-

ton was the second in order of birth; Charles E.. of Akron; John Oriln,
of Detroit, Michigan, and the only daughter, Alice M., who is now the
wife of Peter Fashbaugh.

On the farm which is now his place of residence Tra N. Butler was
reared to years of maturity, and after availing himself of the advantage
of the district schools and the public schools of Canal Fulton he attended
Mount Union College, one year, this discipline being supplemented by
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his attending the normal school at Wadsworth years. For several
years he devoted his attention to teaching during the winter terms and
to assisting in the work of the home farm during the summer seasons.

After the death of his father he purchased the interests of the other
heirs to the old homestead, where he has since continued his successful
operations as an agriculturist and stock grower, the farm having the
best of improvements, including substantial buildings, and being one
of the tine rural estates of Jackson Township. As a liberal and public-

spirited citizen Mr. Butler has at all times shown a loyal interest in

community affairs and in all that touches the welfare and progress of

his native county. He has been called upon to serve in various township
offices, including that of justice of the peace, of which he was the
incumbent six years, and that of township clerk, an office which he
retained eight years. For seven years he held the position ,of insurance
collector for the Jackson and Plain Township Insurance Company, and
in 1913, under the provisions of the civil service, he was appointed town-
ship assessor. Mr. Butler and his wife are zealous and influential

members of the St. Jacob’s Evangelical Lutheran Church at Mud Brook,
Ohio, in which he. is serving as deacon and in which he served as a
teacher in the Sunday school for many years.

As a young man Mr. Butler wedded Miss Catharine Albrecht, who
was born near Myers Lake, in Perry Township, this county, and who is

a daughter of Heinrich and Philipena (Schneider) Albrecht. Mr.
Albrecht was born in Germany, in 1825, and died on his farm, near New
Berlin, Stark County, April 4, 1889. He immigrated from his native

land to the United States in 1840, as a youth of about fifteen years of

age, and after landing in New York City he was put on to the wrong
train, with the result that he was transported to Cleveland, Ohio, instead

of to his assigned destination at Massillon, Stark County. Prom Cleve-

land he made his way to Massillon by walking the entire distance along
the canal towpath, and he eventually became one of the substantial

farmers and influential citizens of Stark County, where his marriage
was solemnized September 24, 1861, his wife having been born in Perry
Township, this county, on the 27th of March, 1844, a daughter of Leonard
and Eva IM. (Daram) Schneider, who settled near Myers Lake in 1852.

Of the thirteen children of Mr. and Mrs. Albrecht nine are still living.

Concerning the children of Mr. and Mrs. Butler the following brief

record is entered : Myrtle, who was afforded the advantages of the

public schools and also studied music at Massillon, remains at the

parental home and is now a popular and successful teacher of music;

Clyde H. was graduated in the Canal Pulton Hogh School with high

honors, though he was the ymingest member of bis class of 1913, and
he is now a student in the University of Ohio, at Columbus, as a member
of the class of 1918

;
and Edith C. died in infancy.

Jacob R. Bowman. Almost continuously for more than ninety

years thei’e has been a Jacob Bowman in the active citizenship of Stark

County. The family was established here when the world was new so

far as Stark County is concerned, and in the successive generations

they have helped in the many tasks of cutting down the forests, eiilti-
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vating the land, making homes, furnishing the bone and sinew of com-
munity life and making a notable record for usefulness and honor.

Jacob R. Bowman, of the third generation in Stark County, has been
prospered as a farmer, and owns and occupies a fine rural home in

Canton Township along the North Industry Road, 3% miles from the

courthouse in Canton and half a mile north of the Village of North
Industry. He also owns a fine farm one mile east of North Industry,

and which is operated by his son, Lewis R.

Though most of his life has been spent in Stark County, he was
born in Crawford County, Ohio, August 9, 1851, and is a son of Jacob
and Louisa (Runyan) Bowman. His father was born near Sparta in

Pike Township of Stark County, January 28, 1823. The grandfather,
also named Jacob Bowman, was a native of Northumberland County,
Pennsylvania, and was one of the pioneer settlers in Pike Township.
He was accompanied to Stark County by two of his brothers, one of

whom subsequently returned to Pennsylvania, while the other settled

North of Robertsville. Jacob and the brother who remained in Stark
County married sisters, of the Klinger family, who were also identified

with the early settlement of Stark County. Grandfather eJacob Bow-
man spent the rest of his life in Pike Township, and died there in 1859.

Jacob Bowman, father of Jacob R., grew up in Pike Township,
was married there, and in 1848 removed to Crawford County, Ohio.

He was engaged in operating a farzn near the Seneca County line, but
in 1864 returned to Stark County and bought what was known as the

old George Seibert farm a mile east of North Industry. There he
lived until his death in 1898. Louisa Runyan, his wife, was born in

New Jersey near the New York State line, daughter of Lewis Runyan,
who was a miller by trade and after settling in Jefferson County,
Ohio, followed milling and was also in the salt business. Mrs. Jacob
Bowman died in 1903. She was the mother of the following children

:

L. Curtis, who went into the Union Army in the Sixty-fourth Ohio
Infantry in Sherman’s Army, and died at Murfreesboro, Tennessee,
from typhoid fever; Belinda, who died in March, 1915, was the wife
of Daniel S. Bergert, now living at Canton; Jacob R.

;
Mary J.,

who married Adam Muekley, who now lives on the old home farm near
North Industry. The parents of these children were both members
of the Lutheran Church.

Jacob R. Bowman was a boy of thirteen years when the family
returned to Stark County from Crawford County. His years were
spent quietly and industriously on the home farm until his marriage.
He attended school in Crawford County and in Stark County, and
completed his early training in Buchtel College at Akron. For ten

years he divided his time between teaching the winter terms of sur-

rounding schools and working the farm in the summer months. For
a number of years he was associated with his father in the management
of the homestead, and after his father’s death he bought the old

Albert Ball farm where he now lives.

Mr. Bowman has been one of the most active factors in the rural

development of Stark Cozinty. For fourteen years he was member of

the Stark Countv Agricultural Society, and for more than eighteen
Vol. Ill—

3
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years was president of the Pike Township Mutual Insurance Company.
He has lield various township offices and everyone who knows him
respects him for what he has accomplished and for the sterling integ-

rity of his character. He has now reached the point in his business

career wliere he can afford to relax somewhat the diligent efforts

which gave him his prosperity, but still takes quite an active part

in the management of liis farm. He also receives the income from a

coal mine on the old homestead.
M'hile his work measured by material standards has been exceed-

ingly creditable, Mr. Bowman is also highly honored as the father

of a fine family of children. He married Mary E. Stimmel, who was
born in Osnaburg Township September 6, 1853, daughter of Henry and
Eliza (Friend) Stimmel. Henry Stimmel was born south of Paris

in Paris Township, Stark County, in 1828 and died in 1902. His
father, Peter Stimmel, known as Squire Stimmel, came from Pennsyl-
vania and was one of the pioneers in Paris Township. Mrs. Bowman’s
mother was born in Carroll County, Ohio, in 1826, a daughter of

Henry Friend, a Pennsylvanian who established his home in Carroll

County, Ohio, in the early decades of the last century. Eliza (Friend)
Stimmel died in 1874. Mrs. Bowman was the first of five children, the

others being: Benton, who married Cora Miller; Florien, who mar-
ried Jacob Lehmiller of North Industry; Henry F., who married Eliza-

beth Nelson and resides in Detroit; and Frances, who married Henry
Bederman of Canton.

The oldest of Mr. and Mrs. Bowman’s children is Curtis J., who
was born on the old farm in 1877, was educated at Mount Union Col-

lege, was for three years a teacher in the schools at Conneaut, three

years in Ashtabula and three years in Canton, and is now principal

of the South High School at Akron. He is one of the prominent edu-

cators in Northeastern Ohio and is president of the Confederation of

Clubs. During the Spanish-American war he was with the Eighth
Ohio Regiment in Cuba. He married Alma Kahler, who was a teacher

in the Conneaut schools. Their two sons are named Richard and
Robert. The second son of Mr. and Mrs. Bowman is H. Howard, who
was born in 1881, graduated from the Canton High School, attended
IMount Union College, and since graduating from the Ohio Medical
College has been in the active practice of his profession at Canton.
Doctor Bowman married Emma Mumaw, who is a graduate of the

Canton High School and of Western Reserve University, and prior to

her marriage was a teacher in the Canton High School
;
they have

three children, Harold J., Alice Elizabeth and Virginia. Louis R.,

who was born in 1883, graduated from the Canton High School, was
a student in Mount Union College, and is now giving his attention

successfully to the management of a farm near North Industry; he
married Bessie Vance of Canton. Lucy H., the only daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Bowman, was born in 1888, and after graduating from the

Canton High School took a business course in the Canton Business
College, and is now a stenographer with Geiger-Jones Company at Can-
ton. Stanley S., the youngest child, was born in 1893. graduated from
the Canton High School, was a student in the Ohio State University,
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was connected with the Knight Tire and Rubber Company at Canton,
and is now engaged in farming in Canton Township.

Jacob F. Lehmiller. The careers of few merchants in Stark
County present more interesting and instructive features than that

of Jacob F. Lehmiller, who many years ago started to sell from a small

stock of goods at North Industry and by one enlargement after another,

by working constantly to supply the needs of the community in which
his store is a center, he has built up an enterprise which now constitutes

the largest general store outside the cities of the county.

His family was established in Stark County many years ago, but
Mr. Lehmiller himself was born on a farm in Whitley County, Indiana,

November 4, 1859, a son of Anthony and Mary (Salesman) Lehmiller,

Anthony Lehmiller was born in a district of France, but when about
four years of age was brought by his father, John Lehmiller, to the.

United States. The family settled in Magnolia, Sandy Township of

Stark County, where John Lehmiller was a farmer until his death.

Anthony Lehmiller grew up in Sandy Township and in early manhood
moved out to Indiana and located in Whitley County, where he was a
progressive farmer until shortly after the close of, the Civil war, when
he returned to Stark County. Following the death of his wife in 1878
he again left Stark County, and spent the rest of his years in Iowa where
he died in 1914. His wife was a native of Switzerland, and came when
a young girl with her parents to the United States. They settled in

Dayton and later in Cincinnati, Ohio, and finally moved to Whitney
County, Indiana, where she married Anthony Lehmiller. Her death
occurred in 1878 at North Industry In Canton Township.

Six years of age when the family returned to Stark County, Jacob F.

Lehmiller was soon introduced to the practical responsibilities of life.

He did what he could on the home farm, attended school at limited inter-

vals, and had a thorough experience as a coal miner, having been
employed for the greater part of twelve years in the local mines,
beginning when he was about nine years of age. At the age of twenty-
two he married and soon afterward established a small retail grocery
store at North Industry. The value of his first stock was only $200
or $300, and it was housed in a store 16x20 feet, the building being
situated across the street from his present large emporium. Probably
the primary factor in his success has been his close and strict attention

to business. His trade increased from year to year until by 1881 it

was necessary to secure larger ctuarters. At that time he built a portion
of his present store, a building on a foundation 18x30 feet. Subse-
quently he added another room 40x52 feet, and the next step in the
expansion was the construction of a building 24x36 feet in the rear
of the other store room. Still later he constructed an addition 18x30
feet in the rear of the first store. Besides these large building addi-
tions he was from time to time enlarging his stock, which was at first

groceries, but he now handles a large and varied assortment of general
merchandise, and also feed supplies, lime and cement. For several

years his annual trade represents a vplume of $40,000, and in 1915
the aggregate sales will probably reach $60,000. He employs four
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clerks, and does an immense trade over all the district tributary to
North Industry.

Mr. Lehmiller also organized the North Industry Mineral Company,
and for five years operated the Fox Run Coal Mine. An important
factor in his success was his companion and helpmate whom he mar-
ried at the outset of his business career, Miss Flora Stimmel, a daugh-
ter of Henry Stimmel of Stark County. She died on June 23, 1911,
and was survived by five children; Ruth; Edna; Hazel; Jay, who
married Corry Singer, and their two children are John and Mary
Ann

;
and Karl.

Mr. Lehmiller has membership in the Canton Chamber of Com-
merce. He belongs to St. Mary’s Catholic Church at Canton, is affili-

ated with the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association, and was one of the

members of the building committee when St. Mary’s present church
home was constructed. He was also one of the councillors in the church.

Henry A. Shock. In his native county, where he is a scion of an
old and honored family, Mr. Shock has found ample opportunities for
the achievement of definite success along normal and important lines

of business enterprise and he is now numbered among the prominent
and valued exponents of industrial enterprise in the fair City of Canton,
where he is engaged in the milling business. His well equipped and
essentially modern flour mill is located in Canton. That Mr. Shock is

a loyal, progressive and popular citizen of the Stark County metropolis

needs no further voucher than the statement that in the opening month
of the year 1915 his name was urgently brought forward in connection

with candidacy for mayor of Canton.
On the family homestead farm, in Canton Township, Stark County,

Henry Alvin Shock was born on the 10th of January, 1862, and he is

a representative of a sterling pioneer family of this county, with whose
history the name has been worthily identified since 1804. It was thus

more than a century ago that his great-grandfather, Lucas Shock, who
was a native of Germany, became the founder of the Stark County
branch of the family. When he arrived in America he first settled

in Maryland, on the west coast of Chesapeake Bay, whence he later

removed into Pennsylvania, from which latter state he came to Ohio
in 1804 and became one of the pioneers of the state, which had been

admitted to the Union only two years previously. In Canton Township,

Stark County, he settled on a tract of land a portion of which is now
the site of the plant of the Canton Brick Company, on the South Cherry
Street extension. There he established one of the ancient homesteads

that long continued one of the historic landmarks of Stark County
and there he passed the residue of his life, a man of industry, integrity

and strong mentality and a citizen who never lacked the fullest measure
of popular confidence and esteem, so that there is all of consistency

in placing his name on the perpetual roll of the honored pioneers of

this favored section of the Buckeye State.

John Shock, grandfather of him whose name initiates this review,

was born in Pennsylvania, in 1800, and thus was a child of about four

years at the time of the family removal to the wilds of Stark County,
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Ohio, where he was reared to manhood under the conditions and influ-

ence of the pioneer days and where he Anally bought a farm joining

the old homestead. He was known as one of the representative and
substantial agriculturists and influential citizens of Stark County, was
a man of fine physical and mental powers, was a close student, was
well fortified in his convictions concerning governmental and economic
affairs, and manifested special interest in enterprises and measures
tending to advance the social, moral and material welfare of his home
county. He was known for his leadership in the furtherance of edu-

cational interests and for more than forty years served as a valued

member of the school board of Canton Township. At one time he

was made the nominee of his party for the office of county treasurer,

but as the party was much in the minority he and its other local can-

didates met defeat, through normal political exigencies. John Shock
chose as his wife Miss Elizabeth Ayersman, who was a native of Ger-

many, and they reared their children to lives of honor and usf^fulness.

Jacob Shock, Son of John and Elizabeth (Ayersman) Shock, was
born on the ancestral homestead in Canton Township, on the 27th of

January, 1835, and on the home farm he early learned the lessons

of practical industry, the while he availed himself of the advantages
of the common schools of the locality. He eventually farmed the

fine old homestead, and there he continued to be actively and success-

fully identified with the agricultural and livestock industries until

1885, when he turned his attention to the milling business. He pur-
chased the water-power mills at Canton, a property still known as the

Shock Mills and now situated within the city limits of Canton. With
the operation of this excellent plant he continued td be identified until

his death, which occurred on the 17th of May, 1890, and well may it

be said that he fully upheld the high prestige of the honored name
which he bore. He was influential in public affairs of a local order
and served as township assessor and as a member of the school board
of Canton Township. His wife, whose maiden name was Maria E.
Wingard, was born on the farm of her parents, in Perry Township,
this county, in 1839, and she still survives him, her home being in

the City of Canton. Of their childi'en Henry A., of this review, was
the first born, and of the others, John and Mrs. Flora Howenstine are
living.

The conditions and influences of the ancestral farmstead oji which
he was born compassed the days of the boyhood and .youth of Henry A.
Shock, and in addition to attending the district schools he was afforded

the advantages of the public schools in the City of Canton. He con-

tinued to be associated in the work and management of the home farm
until he had attained to the age of nineteen years, after which he
attended the pid)lic schools and a business college in Caiiton. In 1874
he became a teacher in one of the district schools of Canton Township,
and he continued a successful and popular representative of the peda-
gogic profession in Ids native county for a peinod of four years. He
then assumed a position as bookkeeper in the offices of C. Aultman &
Company, long one of the leading indii.strial f-oncerns of Canton, and
with this company he continued his .services until January 1, 1891, when
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he and his brother John succeeded their honored father in the owner-
ship of the Shock Mills, at Canton, Ohio. They continued to be asso-

ciated in the operation of the plant and the control of the large and
substantial business until the 1st of April, 1901, when Henry A. Shock
became the sole owner of the mills and incidental business. He has since

continued his individual ownership of this important and prosperous
enterprise and maintains his mills at the highest modern standard of

mecbanical equipment and service, so that the enterprise represents g
valuable contribution to the industrial and commercial activities of

Stark County.
As a citizen of progressiveness, loyalty and public spirit Mr. Shock

manifests the same proclivities as have representatives of the Shock
family in former generations, and he gives ready co-operation in sup-
port of enterprises and undertakings projected for the general good
of his home city and county. He has been influential in public affairs

in Canton Township and since his property, including both his mills

and residence, have been within the corporate limits of Canton, he
has shown an equally lively interest in municipal affairs.

Mr. Shock has not abated his deep interest in the great basic industry
of agriculture, which closely impinges in a local Avay upon the success

of his milling enterprise, and he served with marked discrimination

and efficiency as president of the Stark County Crop Improvement
Association, while in 1913 and again in 1914 he conducted the “Stark
County Corn Boys” on their annual visits to the national capital and
other eastern cities. Mr. Shock served four years as a member of the

school board of Canton Township, and during the latter two years
was president of the board. He is actively identified with the Canton
Chamber of Commerce and is in full sympathy with its high civic

and industrial ideals and policies.

On the 17th of February, 1892, was solemnized the marriage of

Mr. Shock to Miss Ida E. Fox, of Bolivar, Tuscarawas County, Ohio,

and they have four children: Homer J., James A., Dorothea A. and
Helen E. The elder son, Homer J., now represents his father’s milling

business in the capacity of salesman and collector, and is one of the

popular young business men of Canton.

George W. Kratscii. In adding the name of George AY. Kratsch to

its citizenship, in 1890, Massillon accomplished the acquisition of a man
who possessed the ambition and the ability to make himself a factor of

large professional usefulness. Since then he has forged rapidly to the

forefront among the legists of the city and at present is accounted one

of the leaders of the bar. He was born in the Village of AVilmot, Sugar
Creek Township, Stark County, Ohio, July 7, 1882, and is a son of Her-

man and Bertha A. (Boerngen) Kratsch.

Abraham Kratsch, the grandfather of George AY. Kratsch, brought

his family to America from near Altenberg, Saxony, Germany, when
his son, lierman, was eight years of age, in 1852. The familv came direct

to Stark County, Ohio, settling first in Bethlehem Township, where the

grandfather acquired a farm and resided until about the time of the

Civil war, then selling out and removing to AYinesburg, Holmes County,
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Ohio, that community continuing to be his home until the time of his

death, Mrs. Kratsch surviving some years and passing away at Wilmot.
Herman Kratsch was reared on the home farm in Bethlehem Town-

ship, was educated in the public schools, and grew up as a farmer boy.

He was nineteen years of age when he enlisted, in 1863, in Company
E, Tenth Ohio Cavalry, in General Kirkpatrick’s Division. Mr.
Kratsch took part in many engagements, proving a brave and faithful

wearer of the blue, was with the forces of General Sherman in the long
march to the sea. His brother, Bernard, enlisted in Company K,
One Hundred and Seventh Eegiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, was
captured at the first day’s fight at Gettysburg, and was confined as a

prisoner in the awful stockade at Andersonville. Herman- wms with
the cavalry when Andersonville was captured, but they were too late

to rescue his brother who had succumbed to the privations and horrors

of prison life and died a few days prior to the arrival of the Union
troops. Another brother, John, was also a member of an Ohio volun-

teer regiment during the war. At the close of the war Herman Kratsch
settled at Wilmot, where he followed farming until 1890, then removing
to Massillon and dying in this city in 1909, at the age of sixty-five years.

Mrs. Kratsch was born in 1848, in the same district as was her husband,
a daughter of Abraham Boerngen, who brought his family to the United
States from Saxony following the close of the war between the states and
settled in Sugar Creek Township, Stark County. The mother died at

Massillon in 1911, aged sixty-three years. There were seven children

in the family, as follows: Lenora, who is deceased; Emma, who is a
teacher in the public schools of Ma.ssillon and a popular and efficient

educator; Oscar L., of this city; Ella and Albert, who are deceased;

George W., of this review; and Herbert, who is deceased.

George AY. Kratsch was graduated from the Massillon High School

in the class of 1899 and from the law department of the University of

Michigan, class of 1903, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He was
admitted to the bar that same year, but did not begin practice until

1904, when he associated himself in practice with Prank L. Baldwin,
and opened an office at Massillon. This became one of the formidalde
legal combinations of the city and continued with success until Mr.
Baldwin’s retirement, in 1910. Mr. Kratsch served as city solicitor at

Massillon for two terms, or from 1906 until 1910, and in 1910 and 1912
was the candidate of the republican party for the office of prosecuting
attorney, but owing to political conditions met defeat on both occasions;

His practice is general in character and of an important nature, and
he is serving as attorney for some of the leading enterprises of the city,

including the Massillon Electric and Gas Compa’^y, the Massillon Water
Supplv Companv. in which he is a director, the First National Bank and
the AVest Ride Milling Company. He is also a director and member of
the Ma.ssillon Chamber of Commerce, a director and vice president of

the Massillon Automobile Club, and a member of the Massillon Social

Club, the Massillon Bar Association, the Stark County Bar Association
and Clinton Lodge No. 47, F. & A. M.

Mr. Kratsch was married in 1907 to Miss Marie Krantz, who was
born at Canal Dover, Ohio, daughter of Charles H. a’nl ATarv (Swick-
heirner) Krantz. Mr. Kratsch is a member of the Lutheran Church.
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Frederick E. Kohler. An interesting record of practical accom-
plishment has been that of Frederick E. Kohler, who upwards of half
a century ago came from Switzerland, his native land, had a varied
training and experience in business affairs both in the East and in Ohio,
and has always had the faculty of being able to grow personally in pro-
portion to his exterior surroundings and opportunities. Mr. Kohler for
many years has been a manufacturer at Canton, and is now head of the
F. E. Kohler Company.

This company, known as the F. E. Kohler Co. Hardware Specialties

Manufacturers, was established in 1879 and incorporated in 1909. Its

plant at Canton covers nearly an acre of ground, and an average of

seventy men find profitable employment in its various departments. It

will not be out of place to mention the complete list of its hardware
specialties, which includes the following articles ; curry combs, dandelion
spuds, door pulls, garden rakes, garden and field hoes, garden trowels,

hand corn planters, hose menders, pot scrapers, post hole diggers, shovels

and scoops, side walk scrapers, trowels, turf edgers and weed extractors.

This is a business of long standing and has grown and developed as a
result of a studious plan to manufacture articles of common every day
use and of wide distribution in every part of the country.

Outside of its importance as a standard business institution of Stark
County, a special interest attaches to this concern as one that has endeav-
ored to translate some of the modern business ideals into practice. The
company has the distinction of being the first business organization in

Stark County to pay dividends to its employes. The company’s fiscal

year ends in June, and the first dividend was paid and distributed in

July, 1914, and the second in July, 1915, and the plan has worked out
in such a way as to satisfy the anticipations and has brought a new spirit

into all branches of the industry.

Frederick E. Kohler was born in the City of Berne, Switzerland,

August 25, 1856, a son of Frederick and Elizabeth (Kuert) Kohler.

When he was still a small boy both his parents died in Switzerland

within a year of each other, and the orphan child then made his home
with an uncle in Berne for several years. He attended school part of

the time, but on account of ill health was also confined in a hospital for

many months. In 1866 in company with his aunt and two sisters,

klr. Kohler came to the United States. On landing at New York he

found a home with his uncle, the late Conrad Sweitzer, and attended

English school until completing his education. Mr. Sweitzer, his uncle,

had formerly been identified with the hardware business in Canton, but

had removed to New York City to engage in the wholesale hardware
trade in that city. In 1870 young Kohler, then fourteen years of age,

began working in his uncle’s store in New York, and in 1874, after the

death of Mr. Sweitzer, he came out to Canton. After buying his railroad

ticket and with other expenses he possessed $28 when he arrived in the

city which for the past forty years has been his home and the scene of

his best achievements.

For a time at Canton he was employed in the tailoring and men’s

furnishing store of T. B. Albert & Company. Three years later he

became bookkeeper in the old Wilson Hayrake Manufacturing Company,
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which was then being operated by the widow of J. B. Wilson. That
factory closed in 1879, and in that year Mr. Kohler and Isaac Harter
took over the business under the name of the Chieftain Hayrake Com-
pany. That was the real beginning of the present F. E. Kohler
Company. They manufactured hay rakes and other agricultural imple-

ments for about twelve years, and since then have confined their attention

largely to a line of hardware and agricultural specialties. Since the

establishment of the business Mr. Kohler, who is not only an excellent

business executive but a man of originating mind, has taken out about
twenty patents on various goods manufactured by the present company.
His genius at perfecting new devices gradually worked a reorganization

of the business, until it began manufacturing a general line of hardware
specialties. In 1909 the business was incorporated as the F. E. Kohler
Company, with Mr. Kohler as president.

Mr. Kohler is a member of the Canton Chamber of Commerce. He
stands high in local business circles. Mr. Kohler has one daughter,
Elizabeth Ellen, now the wife of Ralph Stackpole of Canton.

John C. Prenot has been the publisher of the Louisville Herald,
the leading paper in that section of Stark County, since 1897. Mr.
Prenot himself is a republican, but he publishes the Herald on an
independent basis, and has made it a very influential factor in local

affairs and a valuable medium of news and advertising.

Mr. Prenot was born in Louisville, Stark County, in 1870, a son
of Julian G. and Catharine Prenot. He received a common school

education, and early took up newspaper work, finally acquiring the

plant of the Louisville Herald at the age of twenty-seven. Mr. Prenot
is unmarried. He is a member of the local Masonic Lodge at Louisville.

William Fielberth. Since 1885 the shoe interests of Massillon

have had a wide-awake promoter in William Fielberth, who is one of

the city’s successful merchants. Primarily a business man, he is ren-

dering Massillon excellent service as a member and clerk of the board
of education, a position which he has held since 1913. This dependable
and progressive citizen was born in the City of Neustadt, in Odenwald,
Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, September 1, 1862, and is a son of John
George and Elizabeth (Buchner) Fielberth.

Mr. Fielberth secured his education in the public schools of his

native place and a private school which he attended for three years

and at the age of seventeen years entered the post and telegraph service

at Griesheim, near Darmstadt, continuing to be connected therewith
for two years. On August 26, 1881, he left his home for the United
States, going via Rotterdam and sailing on the steamer Calland for

New York, where he arrived September 9th. He had come to this coun-

try alone, and possessed no knowledge of the English tongue or Ameri-
can customs, but secured employment in the metropolis and worked
there until February, 1882. He then came to Ohio and took up his per-

manent home at Massillon, where he arrived on Saint Valentine’s Day,
and here, to further his education, began to attend the old Tremont
School, now known as the Lorin Andrews School, of which the princi-
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pal at that time was John Ellis. There Mr. Fielberth studied English
until an epidemic of smallpox closed the school, when he went to Perry
Township and located on the farm of Jacob Geis, whose daughter he
later married. He remained on the farm only a few months, and then
again turned his attention to business affairs, for which he seemed to

have an inherent aptitude. For several years he was engaged in clerk-

ing in a store in Van Wert County, Ohio, and then, in May, 1885,

returned to Massillon, where his uncle, John Fielberth, had opened a

shoe store in his building on Canal Street. Of this establishment the

younger man took charge, and at the time of the uncle’s death, in 1890,

succeeded to the ownership of the enterprise, with a partner. The busi-

ness has shown an annual growth of satisfying size, and the establish-

ment has come to be looked upon in the light of a necessary commercial
adjunct.

In 1911 Mr. Fielberth was appointed to fill out the unexpired term
of Mr. E. E. Fox, who had resigned, as a member of the Massillon

board of education. This was a case of the office seeking the man, as

it was gained without solicitation on hlr. Fielberth ’s part. His term
lasted until Janiiary 1, 1912, but at the regular election, in 1911, he had
been appointed to the same position, and for a full term of four years.

On January 1, 1914, his associates on the board evidenced their appre-
ciation of his abilities by electing him clerk of the board, and January
1, 1915, he was reelected for another term. He has been a hard and
faithful worker and has done much to assist in the elevation of Massil-

lon’s educational standards. The Massillon High School Building,

considered one of the finest school structures in the state, was bnilt by
the present board. Mr. Fielberth is a member of Saint John’s Evangeli-
cal Church and secretary of the congregation. His fraternal connections

include membership in Scioto Lodge No. 48, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and Eureka Encampment No. 24. He belongs also to the Mas-
sillon Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Fielberth was married in 1888 to Miss Rosa Geis, daughter of

Jacob Geis, a substantial agriculturist of Perry Township, Stark County,
and five children have been born to this union, of whom only one js liv-

ing: Florence Elizabeth, who is a member of the junior class at the Mas-
sillon High School.

Elmer S. Grable. When a man can bring an undertaking to such
wide recognition for its products that they and himself are known
from coast to coast his business career may be called a pronounced
success. Such has been the achievement of Elmer S. Grable, whose
distinctive accomplishments are in the poultry industry. Mr. Grable
was proprietor of the “Buckeye Farm.’’ located just north of the City
of Canton, near the Canton-Akron Electric Line. On this la^id was
located the largest and oldest buckeye tree in that section of Ohio,

and Mr. Grable is himself a “Buckeye” and from these two associa-

tions he found a most appropriate title for his establishment. The
Buckeye Farm is devoted to the raising of fancy poultrv, in which
he specialized the barred Plvmouth Rock and Ro.s“ and Single Comb
Rhode Island Reds, and originated the famous “Buckeye” strain of
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Barred Rock. Tlie farms are also known for their fancy fruit crops,

peaches, cherries, plums, strawberries, raspberries and asparagus. For
nearly a quarter of a century Mr. Grable was closely identified with
the poultry industry, and his business had great advantage of long
establishment and the continuous direction of one master mind. Mr.
Grable is a life member of the American Poultry Association, a mem-
ber of the American Barred Rock Club, a member of the Rhode Island

Red Club, and for many years has been regarded as one of the most
expert and capable judges of poultry in the country. In 1915 he sold

his farm and moved to Canton, where he now resides.

Elmer S. Grable was born June 7, 1869, just north of Edgefield
Station in Plain Township, and the Buckeye farms are located in the

close vicinity of his birthplace. Plis parents were Abraham and Eliza

(Baer) Grable. His mother was a daughter of Samuel Baer. The
Grable family is a sturdy and long-lived stock. Mr. Grable ’s great-

grandparents on his mother’s side were Flenry and Catherine Baer,

who died at the respective ages of ninety-nine and one hundred one
years, and they were the first and the oldest couple buried at West
Lawn Cemetery. Abraham Grable was for fourteen years a practical

farmer and then a nurseryman until his death at the age of sixty-seven.

Grandfather Grable was born in Pennsylvania and at an early day
moved to Greensburg, Ohio, and continued a farmer until his death
at the age of seventy-two.

Elmer S. Grable grew up on a farm and attended the schools at

Greenstown and Oakwood and later the Canton Business College. On
leaving the latter institution he became a bookkeeper in the office of

J. R. Poysner & Son, and a year and a half later became a contractor
and also operated a planing mill. Early in his life he developed con-

siderable talent for drawing and other forms of art and was a capable
sketch artist. After selling out his contracting and planing mill inter-

ests he took up photography as a profession in Canton, and was in

that business two years until failing health compelled him to sell out
and that was a fortunate turn of events in his career, since it brought
him into active connection with the poultry industry. Moving out to

Cleveland Avenue, he was in the poultry business there for several

years, and then bought the present I?'Uckeye farms just north of Edge-
field Station. These farms for a number of years have been noted
for their unexcelled strains of the Barred Plymouth Rocks and Rhode
Island Reds. His long experience led him to concentrate his attention

upon these favorite fowls, and he did a large business in supplying the

Barred Rock, a greater number of which variety are found on American
farms than any other breed. As a judge of poultry himself, Mr. Grable
has acted at poultry shows and state and county fairs throughout the

country. He has also for some years been a regular correspondent for

the leading poultry journals. Ilis own stock won prizes under every
prominent American judge of the day, and their trojihies come from
such shows as those held in Canton. Cleveland. Pittsburgh, Chicago,
Hagerstown, Maryland, New York City, and dozens of other places

throufrliout the country. One of his cups, won at Cleveland, was an
award given to first prize winning for two years out of three. In
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Mr. Grable’s den at his home his collection of cups and other trophies

is the most conspicuous part of the furnishings. Every bird in his Hock

was registered, and his chickens and eggs, which were shipped all over

the United States and to Canada, went out with perhaps the most liberal

guarantee given to any poultry products in the world. He also did a

considerable export business in poultry to Europe.
As a fancy fruit grower Mr. Grable gave particular attention to

peaches. He made a scientific study of this fruit for twenty-five years,

and became known throughout the state as producing the finest fruit

and getting the highest market price. For eighteen consecutive years

he produced a full crop of peaches, and this record is so remarkable

that it has received considerable space in various fruit journals. He
also has the distinction of having grown the largest crop of strawber-

ries from one acre, a total of l,lb7 quarts.

In June, 1889, Mr. Grable married Miss Emma Rice, daughter of

William C. Rice, a well known contractor of Stark county. His specialty

was the building of barns, and such structures have been erected by
him all over the country. Mr. and Mrs. Grable have a fine family of

children. Hugh Raymond is manager of the Harrison Company. Grace
Elizabeth is the wife of John Ebia. Eliza May married Edgar Hoff
of the Dueber Watch Company of Canton. Helen died at the age of

seven mouths. Artliur is employed as a bookkeeper in the Bross Foundry
at Canton.

JosiAH WiredAUGif. Prominent among the retired citizens of Plain

Township, who after many years of strenuous endeavor in the pursuits

of agriculture and mechanical industry, are now living quietly amid
the comforts which their years of earnest effort have won for them, is

found Josiah Wirebaugh. In Stark County Mr. Wirebaugh has won
the confidence and respect of his fellow citizens, and has not only enjoyed |

a long life of three score and ten but has made his years count for
[

service to himself, his family and his community.
His birth occurred March 24, 1845, on a farm two miles east of

Canton, known as the Martin Bechtel Farm. His parents were John
and Maria (Bechtel) Wirebaugh. The Wirebaugh family came from
Germany several generations ago, and Mr. Wirebaugh ’s grandparents

'

were married in Pennsylvania and in the early days settled on Buck
Hill west of Canton. All the early members of the family were farmers,

and after the death of grandfather Wirebaugh his widow followed the

plow, doing a man’s work in order to support her family. When she

was eighty-seven years of age she received injuries from a runaway
horse which caused her death. John Wirebaugh was born on the old

farm at Buck Hill, and his wife was born on the old Bechtel farm near
Canton. Both secured their education in the public schools. After leav-

ing school John Wirebaugh learned the trade of plasterer and followed

that a number of years at the same time looking after his interests as

a farmer. After his marriage he and his wife lived on and operated
the Bechtel farm until after the death of her mother and they then
bought and moved to the farm known as the North East Bechtel farm,

on which John Wirebaugh carried on his vocation as a farmer until

I
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his death at the age of sixty-seven. To John and wife were bom nine
children: Lizzie, wife of John Shoup

;
Lydelia, wife of John Brunk-

hart; David; Mrs. Sarah Willard; William; Josiah; Frank; Henry;
and a daughter that died in infancy.

Josiah Wirebaugh grew up in the country, gained his education in

the old Sleighbauch School, and at the same time gave his assistance

so far as strength and growing years permitted to his parents in the

operation of the home farm. He lived on the homestead until twenty-
two, and then learned the plasterer’s trade, and has made that trade

one of the sources of his livelihood until within recent years.

Mr. Wirebaugh married Miss Frances Cooper of Alliance, Ohio,

and they sliortly afterwards moved to their present farm ' in Plain

Township, where they have had a comfortable home since 1882. Mr. and
Mrs. Wirebaugh have become the parents of eight children: Otis;

Jemima, now Mrs. E. Obney, of Allianee; Helen, Mrs. Byron Snyder;
Dan, who is married and lives in Akron; Harmon, who is conneeted
with the Wilson Auto Company in Canton; Dave, living at home; Law-
rence, also at home

;
and one son that died in infancy. All the children

living have been given the best of home training and school advantages,
including a high school training. The family are members of the

Catholic Church and Mr. Wirebaugh is a democrat who takes much inter-

est in affairs, especially of a local nature, and can be found supporting
every movement for improvement in his home township.

Thomas Weir. One of the principal industries of the little City of

Louisville in Stark County is the Louisville Milling and Elevator Com-
pany, which has recently been acquired by the firm of Thomas Weir &
Son. Thomas Weir is a business man of long and successful experience,

and was identified with the management of affairs in Pennsylvania
before coming to Stark County. He is one of the most prominent of the

more recent comers to the group of manufacturers and industrial leaders

in Stark County.
Thomas Weir is a native of Scotland, and was bom at the old home

of Robert Burns, Ayrshire, May 9, 1865, a son of Robert and Jeannette
(Baird) Weir. In 1868 the family came to America, sailing on the old

State Line steamer Ohio. Their first location was near Brownsville,

Pennsylvania, and subsequently they removed to McKeesport in that

state, where Robert Weir and wife lived for many years. Robert Weir
toward the end of his life joined his son Thomas at Altoona, where he
died in 1914 at the age of seventy-eight. His widow is still living at

McKeesport with a daughter, and is about eighty years of age. Robert
Weir during his active career in America was a contractor, and did a

great deal of work in the building of street railways.

Thomas Weir, the oldest of the children, secured most of his educa-
tion in the McKeesport schools. He left that city in 1884. at the age
of nineteen, and found employment with the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company at Altoona, Pennsylvania, and continued in the railroad

service for about five years. His next work was one of increased

responsibilities. He was appointed chief of police of Altoona and held

that office three years, at the expiration of which time he was elected
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mayor in 1893. ]\Ir. Weir was long identified with the municipal service

ol Altoona, and did a great deal to carry on effectively the work of

various administrations and the general improvement of the muni-

ci]jality. lie was connected with the city government in one capacity

or another until 1902, and for part of the time had charge of the com-

mittee on public safety. In the meantime he had been engaged in the

manufacture of candy, and that was the business which gave him the

basis of his solid prosperity as a business man and manufacturer.

On November 1, 1914, Mr. Weir bought the Louisville Milling &
Elevator Conipanj", primarily in order to furnish his son business

opportunities, though up to the present time he has had active charge

of the maiiagemeiit. Since 1900 tor fifteen years Mr. Weir has regularly

visited his native land of Scotland, spending at least two months on
each annual visit. He is deeply interested in the Masonic Order, and
has the distinction of having been made a Mason at Kilwinning Lodge
in Scotland, which is recognized as the mother lodge of the world. He
is also a Knight Templar Mason.

Mr. Weir married Miss Dorothy Cowley, a native of McKeesport,
Pennsylvania, and a daughter of James Cowley, a contractor. Mrs. Weir
died on Easter Sunday in 1899 at the age of thirty-three. The three

children born of her marriage are: Jeannette, who has charge of the

Pell Telephone Company in a Pennsylvania city; Robert Burns, who is,

engaged in the furniture business at Altoona, Pennsylvania, and by
his marriage to Ethel Ritz has one daughter, Dorothy; and James
Edward, who is the junior member of the firm of Thomas AVeir & Son
at Louisville. Since the death of his first wife Mr. Weir contracted a
marriage with Prances Stuart, a daughter of Prof. James A. Stuart,

former professor in the faculty of Washington and Jefferson College in

Pennsylvania.

\ William R. Day. Stark County and the City of Canton pay special

tribute of honor to Judge AVilliam R. Day, who has by his character and
distinguished achievement become a prominent figure in national affairs

and who is now serving as an associate justice of the United States

Supreme Court. In Canton was served his novitiate in the legal pro-

fession and here he won prominence as one of the representative members
of the Ohio bar. He was a close friend of the martyred President,

AVilliam McKinley, long a resident and revered citizen of Canton, and
proved a dominating force in connection with political activities not

only in the Buckeye State but also in the nation at large. Stark County
claims Judge Day as a citizen, even though he has retired from its

borders by reason of the exigencies of public office of great distinction,

and it is a matter of imperative historical consistency that in this pub-
lication be incorporated at least a brief review of his career.

William R. Day was born at Ravenna, the judicial center of Portage
County, Ohio, on the 17th of April, 1849, and is a son of the late Judge
Luther Day, who was one of the brilliant legists and jurists who in a
generation past lent dignity and distinction to the bench and bar of

Ohio, where he served many years on the bench of the Supreme Court
of the state. He married a daughter of the late Judge Spalding, who
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likewise was a member of the Ohio Supreme Court and who represented

the Cleveland B'istrict in the United States Congress; the wife of Judge
Spalding was a daughter of Chief Justice Switt of the Supreme Court
of the State of Connecticut.

To the public schools of his native city Judge William R. Day is

indebted for his preliminary educational discipline, and in pursuance
of his higher academic studies he was matriculated in the University of

Michigan, in which great institution he was graduated as a member of

the class of 1S70 and from which he received the degree of Bachelor of

Arts. In the same year he iintiated the study of law at Ravenna and
after a year of reading under effective private preeeptorship he entered

the law department of the University of IMichigan. where he 'continued

his studies for one year. He was admitted to the Ohio bar on the 5th of

July, 1872, and forthwith engaged in the practice of his profession in

the City of Canton, win re he l)ecame associated with William A. Lynch,
under the firm name of Lynch & Day. He became one of the leading

lawyers of this section of Ohio and continued a member of the original

law t rm through the various changes in its personnel until he was called

to public service at the instance of President McKinley, of whom he had
been one of the staunchest political supporters and intimate friends. For
more than a quarter of a century, 1872-97. Judge Day was engaged in

the active practice of his profession at Canton, with tlie exception of a
service of one year on the bench of the Ninth Judicial Circuit of Ohio,

and in the meanwhile he held prestige as one of the most loyal and public-

spirited citizens of the tine little capital city of Stark County,
Judge Day’s a.ssociation with the late President McKinley had its

inception in 1872. and for more than a quarter of a century he was the

most intimate friend and trusted advisor of this distinguished and
henrred son of Ohio. After President McKinley’s retirement from the

active practice of law Judge Day became his counsel in all legal matters,

and after the President’s tragic death Judge Day became one of the

administrators of the former’s estate. In 1886 Judge Day assumed a
])osition on the bench of the Court of Common Pleas for the Ninth
Judicial District, but be resigned the office after serving one year, this

action being taken solely for the reason that he found the salary inade-

quate to meet the legitimate demands placed upon him. In 1889 Presi-

dent Harrison appointed him United States district judge for the

Northern District of Ohio, but the impaired condition of his health

prompted him to decline the appointment.
In April, 1897, President McKinley appointed Judge Day assistant

secretary of state, and for a year he virtually assumed the entire prac-

tical duties and responsibilities of the secretary of state, under his senior,

the aged Hon. John Sherman, whose venerable years weighed upon him
and handicapped him in the handling of the exacting and multitudinous
responsibilities of the office of secretary of state. In May, 1898, Judge
Day was appointed secretary of state, of which important post he con-

tinued the incumbent one year and concerning his administration of

which office President McKinley gave the following estimate: “Judge
Day has made absolutely no mistakes.’’ IMore terse and significant

commendation than this could not be offered.
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With the closing of the hostilities of the Spanish-American war Judge
Day wished to be relieved of the office of national secretary of state, as

he felt that he was entitled to retirement from the arduous and exacting

service which had marked his administration. President McKinley
reluctantly consented to the retirement of this honored and valued
member of his cabinet but made the stipulation that Judge Day should
consent to become a member of the peace commission appointed to

negotiate the Paris treaty with Spain. To this the judge consented,

witli characteristic loyalty, and as a member of this commission he served
with marked distinction.

In Febniary, 1899, President McKinley appointed Judge Day to the

bench of the United States Circuit Court for the Sixth Judicial Circuit,

and of this position he continued in tenure until 1903, when he was
appointed as.sociate justice of the United States Supreme Court, as a

member of which great national tribunal he has since served, his admir-
able record in the connection being an integral part of the history of

the court during the time of his incumbency.
On the 24th of August, 1875, was solemnized the marriage of Judge

Day to Miss Mary E. Schaefer, of Canton, her father, Louis Schaefer,

having been one of the honored pioneers and influential citizens of Stark
County. The maximum loss and bereavement in the life of Judge Day
came when his gracious and loved wife was summoned to the life eternal,

in 1912, and of their union were born four sons,—William L., Luther,
Stephen A. and Rufus. Concerning the two elder sons, both of whom
are well upholding the high professional prestige of the family name,
individual mention is made in following sketches. ^

William L. Day was born in the City of Canton, Ohio, on the 13th

of August, 1876, and after availing himself of the advantages of the

public schools of his native city he entered Willi.ston Seminary, at East
Hampton, Massachusetts, where he continued his studies until 1896. In
that year he was matriculated in the law department of the University
of Michigan, in which he was gi'aduated as a member of the class of 1900
and from which he received his degree of Bachelor of Laws. In the

same month he was admitted to the Ohio bar and became a member of

the law firm of Lynch, Day & Lynch, of Canton. He continued in the

general practice of his profession, with noteworthy distinction and
success, until 1912, when President Taft appointed him United States

district judge for the Northern District of Ohio. Of this high judicial

office he continued the al)le and zealous incumbent until the 1st of May,
1914, when he resigned to re.sume the general practice of his profession.

Like many another he had come to a realization that the honors and
emoluments of public office, no matter of how distingniished order, did
not justify so young a man in withliolding himself from the broader
field of individual effort and achievement, and since his retirement from
the bench Judge Day has been engaged in the private practice of law
in the City of Cleveland, where he had established his residence at the
time of his appointment to the office noted.

On the 10th of September. 1902, Judge William L. Day wedded
Miss Estella McKay, of Cairo, Michigan.
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Luther Day, who likewise is one of the representative members of

the Cleveland bar, was born in Canton on the 9th of May, 1879. He
received his early education in the public schools of Canton and in

1896-97 pursued a collegiate preparatory course in Williston Seminary,
at East Hampton, Massachusetts, after which he was for two years a

student in Wittenberg College, at Springfield, Ohio. In preparation
for the work of his chosen profession he entered the law department
of the University of Michigan, where he continued his technical studies

until he had entered his senior year. He then withdrew from the

university to assume the position of secretary to his father, who was
then serving on the bench of the Circuit Court of Appeals. This posi-

tion he retained two years, and thereafter he continued to serve two
years as secretary to his father after the latter’s appointment to the office

of associate justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. He was
admitted to the Ohio bar in June, 1904, and in the following year became
a member of the law firm of Ake & Day, of Canton. Here he continued
in successful practice until 1910, but in 1908 he severed his original

professional alliance and became a member of the firm of Day & Ammer-
man. In November, 1910, Mr. Day removed to the City of Cleveland,

where he became a member of the law firm of Goulder, Day, White &
Garry. He has gained secure prestige as one of the resourceful and
representative younger members of the Cleveland bar and since June 1,

1914, he has been in practice as an associate of the firm of Gage &
Wachner. Mr. Day is a member of the Cuyahoga Bar Associate and
the Ohio State Bar Association.

Mr. Day was married to Miss Ida McKinley Barber, daughter of

M. C. Barber, of Canton, and a niece of the late Mrs. William McKinley,
in whose honor she w'as named. Mr. and Mrs. Day have two daughters,

—Katherine, who was born in 1904, and Ida, who was born in 1909.

Andrew Ertle. Prom the time of his birth Mr. Ertle has maintained
his home in Stark County, to which he pays appreciative loyalty, and
he is a representative of a sterling family, whose name has been worthily
linked with the business and civic interests of the county for more than
seventy years. In the City of Massillon Mr. Ertle is the owner and
operator of the Ertle Bottling Works, which controls' a large and sub-

stantial business in the bottling and sale of mineral water and soda
waters, all products being of the best grade and every detail of the busi-

ness being carefully regulated to maintain perfect sanitary conditions

and uphold the high standard of the products, the reputation of the

establishment being such that its trade is not confined entirely to Stark
County, in which connection it may be noted that several families in the

City of Cleveland place regular and direct orders with Mr. Ertle for

supplying them with his products.

The seventh in order of birth of a family of ten children, of whom
eight are living and one of whom is now serving af?; chief of the police

department of Massillon, Andrew Ertle was born at the old homestead
of the family in the Village of West Brookfield, this county, and the

date of his nativity was April 6, 1868. He is a son of Martin and Bar-
bara (Ilemberger) Ertle, both natives of the Kingdom of Bavaria, Ger-
voi. ni—

4
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many, where the former was born on the 21st of April, 1821, and the lat-

ter in the year 1832. The father died in the City of Massillon, in 1887,

and his widow survived him by a decade, her death occurring in 1897.

Their marriage was solemnized in old St. Mary’s Church, in this city,

both having been lifelong and zealous communicants of the Catholic

Church, and in later years Mr. Ertle was one of the honored and influen-

tial members of the parish of this same church at Massillon, having
served twenty-one years as its secretary, and having been also a promi-
nent member of St. Joseph’s Society.

Martin Ertle was reared to maturity in his native land, where he
learned the trades of cooper and stone mason, and he was about twenty-

one yeai’S old when he came to the United States, in 1842, the voyage
having been made on a sailing vessel that reached the port of New York
City after having been on the Atlantic for forty-two days. In the same
year Mr. Ertle established his home at West Brookfield, Stark County,
and he became one of the honored and industrious citizens of this county.

In earlier years he followed the trade of cooper during the winters and
during the intervening seasons found ready demand for his services as a
skilled stone mason. After his removal to Massillon, a few years prior

to his death, he here engaged in the retail grocery business, to which he
devoted his attention during the remainder of his active career, his politi-

cal proclivities having been indicated by the stalwart support which he

gave to the cause of the democratic party. He was a man of positive

views and well fortified convictions and his life was guided and governed
by the highest principles of integrity and honor, so that he was not

denied the fullest measure of popular esteem in the county that repre-

sented his home for nearly half a century.

The parochial school of St. Mary’s Church at Massillon afforded to

Andrew Ertle his early educational advantages, and as a mere boy he
began to gain fellowship with honest industry. He was employed for a
time in a grocery store, and later became driver of a delivery wagon for

Edward H. Gleitsman, who was engaged in the bottling of mineral and
soda waters at Massillon. He remained with Mr. Gleitsman eight years

and in the meanwhile gained a through knowledge of all details of the

business, so that at the expiration of that period he felt justified in his

action when he formed a partnership with Elmer Gleitsman, under the
firm name of Gleitsman & Ertle, and engaged in the same line of enter-

prise in an independent way. This partnership alliance continued
eleven years and Mr. Ertle then purchased Mr. Gleitsman ’s interest,

since w'hieh time he has continued as the sole proprietor of the well

ordered and substantial business, which is conducted under the title

of the Ertle Bottling Works.
Mr. Ertle has not centered his interests in his own business affairs

but has shown a loyal and helpful concern in all that touches the general

w^elfare of the community and is known as a liberal and public-spirited

citizen. His political allegiance is given to the democratic nartv, and
both he and his wife are communicants of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.
Mr. Ertle is a past grand knight of Massillon Council, No. 554, Knights
of Columbus; past president of Massillon Aerie, No. 190, Fraternal Order
of Eagles; and past chancellor of the local organization of the Catholic
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Mutual Benefit Association, besides which he is affiliated with Massillon

Lodge, No. 481, Loyal Order of Moose, and Massilon Lodge, No. 441,

Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks.

In 1895 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Ertle to Miss Bertha L.

Manger, who was born and reared in Massillon, and they have four

children—Marie Isabelle, Elmer Martin, Margaret Valera, and Robert
Lewis.

William Henry Eecher, M. D. An experience of more than forty

years as a practicing physician has given to Dr. Becher a standing
among the ablest and most honored medical men in Stark County. To
more than a generation of people living in the North Industry com-
munity he has given his competent services and his solid prosperity

is only an adequate reward for the benevolent activities of a long and
useful life. Dr. Becher has for many years lived on his farm in Pike
Township, a mile and a half south of North Industry.

His is one of the old family names of Stark County. His birth

occurred in what was then Sparta, now the Village of East Sparta,

Stark County, July 17. 1848. His father, Henry Becher, was a native

of Pennsylvania, and the grandfather was Simon Becher, also a Penn-
sylvanian, who brought his family to Louisville in Stark County during
pioneer times. Simon Becher subsequently removed to Canton, where
he lived for fifteen years until his death. For many years his business

was that of traveling salesman. Henry Becher was a millwright by
trade in early days, and subsequently a farmer, a vocation which he
followed for many years. Late in life he moved to the farm on the

Bolivar Road near North Industry. He died in 1900, and his wife,

whose maiden name was Barbara Collins, and who was a native of

Ohio, passed away in 1895.

Doctor Becher was well educated and came into his profession well pre-

pared soon after he reached manhood. He attended the high school

at Canton, also Mount Union College, and finally went east and pur-
sued his medical studies in the medical department of the University of

Pennsylvania, where he was graduated M. D. in 1869. In the same
year, soon after passing his twentv-first birthday, he began his practice,

having his office within half a mile of his present home. He has lived

at his present location for more than forty years, and has always enjoyed
a large patronage and has doctored many families in that community
while the children have passed from infancy to middle age.

Doctor Becher is a meml)er in high standing of the Stark County Medi-
cal Society, the Ohio State Medical Society and the American Medical
Association. Few physicians still in active work in Stark County have
performed so much eountrv practice. His practice extends into Tus-
carawas County and Carroll Countv. north to Canton, and as far north
as Marlboro. He was a hard working phvsieian in the years before
such notable conveniences came into a doctor’s life as the telephone,
improved highways, automobiles and other facilities which reduce the
arduous character of day and night attendance upon sick patients.

Doctor Becher owns a fine farm and conducts it throimh renters. He
owns stock in the Bowman Wholesale Drug Company of Canton and in
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the Commercial and Savings Bank of the same city. He also has im-

proved property at North Industry, including a business house.

In 1865 Doctor Becher married Miss Sibilla Apley, who was born
on the farm where Doctor Becher now lives, a daughter of John Apley,

a pioneer resident of the township. At her death she left two chil-

dren : Winfield S., who is postmaster at North Industry; and Webster
A., M. D., now established in successful practice at North Industry.

Doctor Becher ’s present wife before her marriage was Olive O. Guest,

daughter of Squire Washington Guest, a lifelong resident of Pike
Township of this county. Mrs. Becher is a member of the United
Brethren Church. Politically Doctor Becher has been identified with

the republican party since casting his first vote, and has at different

times been honored with local offices in the township. He is now and
for the last ten years has been health officer of the township and is

also a member of the school board.

Jacob S. Barkey. There is no business more essentially dignified

and more important to the welfare of the world than that of producing
commodities to feed the people. It is in this line of business that Jacob
S. Barkey has devoted all the years of his active life. Mr. Barkey has
long been successfully identified with farming, particularly as a truck
grower and horticulturist and also operates one of the dairies which
contribute the high grade milk supply to the City of Canton. Mr. Bar-
key’s fine country home is located in Plain Township, but with con-

venient access to his principal market at Canton.
Jacob S. Barkey was born in Holmes County, Ohio, November 22,

1865, a son of Isaac and Mary (Newcomer) Barkey. Isaac Barkey was
born in Holmes County, while his wife was a native of Pennsylvania,
her people coming to Ohio in the early ’40s. Nearly all the different

generations of the Barkey and Newcomer families have been farmers,

and while the older people of the Barkey family were Mennonites in

religion the present generation are Methodists. Isaac Barkey in con-

nection with farming operated a threshing outfit, using the now old-

fashioned horse power. In the family of Isaac Barkey were twelve
children; Susan, now Mrs. Ed. Parker; Leander, who lives in Akron;
Laura, now Mrs. R. A. Pfouts

;
Jacob S.

;
Frances, now Mrs. Finley

Harmon; Joseph, who married Nettie Patterson; Mary, wife of D.
Ballard

;
Henry, who married Beta Monroe

;
Martha, wife of Albert

Lehner; Uriah, whose place in order of birth is between Francis and
Joseph, and who married Della Wisner; one child that died in infancy;
Walter, who died at the age of eishteen years.

Jacob S. Barkey had all his earlier associations with Holmes County,
where as a boy he attended the district schools and gained an excellent

training for the work of his life under the direction of his father.

He lived on his father’s farm until twenty-four years of age, and
has since then been engaged in independent activities, having worked
out for otheis only one month in all his life.

When he was twenty-four years of age he married Miss Opal Pfouts,
of Holmes County, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Pfouts. Her
parents for the past twenty-six years have lived in Canton Township of
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Stark County. Her father was formerly a miller and general farmer,

but after coming to Canton townsliip interested himself in truck farm-
ing. Mrs. Jiarkey was one of tJie loliowing chilaren : Mary, wife of

Curtis Bair
;
Minnie, who has always lived at home

;
Leroy, who mar-

ried Miss Anna Killian; Slierman, who married Ella Ooeklie; Owen,
now deceased

;
Opal, Mrs. Barkey

;
W illiam, who is married

;
and Oscar,

who married Emma Williams.

Alter his marriage Mr. Barkey took his wife to his father’s second
farm, and there followed general farming four years. His next loca-

tion was in Stark County on the John F. Roth farm, which was his

home for three years, 'ihen came another move to the John Sherry
farm, but at the end of a year Mr. Barkey bought a place of his own,
forty acres from J. F. Kaier. This laud he cultivated and developed
as a berry and truck farm, and found that a highly proktable enter-

prise and one for which his talents and experience well litted him. He
remained eleven years in that location, after which he operated the

Snyder farm three years, and in 1908 moved to his present home, pur-
chasing the J. H. Lehman farm, northwest of Canton, in Plain Town-
ship. The forty-five acres included in this attractive country place

are now largely devoted to fruit. He also operates a dairy, and has
a fine herd of Holstein cattle. He keeps high grade cows, and employs
all the up-to-date methods and facilities for the handling of his milk,

and has many of the best families in the City of Canton as his cus-

tomers. An important feature of his farm industry is the growing
of peaches.

Mr. Barkey is an active member of the Grange, and in polities is a

republican. Mrs. Barkey during her girlhood attended the district

schools, and on leaving school lived at home until her marriage at the

age of nineteen. They have a fine family, comprising four children.

Zelda, the oldest, is the wife of Charles Studer, who now lives on the

Whipple Road, and they have one son, Sherman. Oscar, now twenty-
one years of age, is a well educated and intelligent young man and is

handling the dairy business for his father. Ray is attending the pub-
lic schools and also taking a course in automobile construction. Olen
is a student in the district schools.

I

Herbert Bonnett Bates. A type of the progressive and enterpris-

ing agricultural element to which Stark County must look for its future
development and prosperity is found in the person of Herbert Bonnett
Bates, proprietor of Maple Crest Farm, located four miles from the

City of Canton. Mr. Bates is a native of the State of New York, boim
at Scarsdale, near New York City, July 17, 1890, a son of Henry W.
and Louise (Bonnett) Bates.

Alfred Bates, the grandfather of Herbert B. Bates, was born in

New York City, but soon left the rush and bustle of the metropolis for

the quiet life of the country, loc-ating on a farm in AVestchester County,
in Scarsdale, where he passed his life in the peaceful pursuits of farm-
ing, and died there in his seventy-sixth year. The maternal grand-
father of Herbert B. Bates was William Henry Bonnett, who was born
also in New York City, the son of Bet(‘r Bonnett, who was a native
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of that city, and who, May 4, 1787, was eoiumissioued by Governor
Clinton ensign of a company in a regiment of militia in the city and
county of New York, of which company Aaron Burr was a lieutenant.

The Boniiett family is of IT'eneh Huguenot stock and has been in

America for many generations, members of the family having for years
occupied prominent places in the business world, in the professions,

and in military, public and civil life.

Henry \V. Bates, the father of Herbert B. Bates, was born in New
YAz’k, and was given excellent educational advantages, completing his

scliooling at Columbus University. He early entered the law and soon
became known as one of the successful corporation attorneys of New
Y^ork City, where he was particularly prominent in Wall Street. He
died near Hackensack, New Jersey, in IbOl. Mr. Bates was well known
in Masonic circles, and at his death left many friends. Mrs. Bates was
born in New York City, her mother being Margaret Ann Ruinsey, who
was born at East Chester (now part of the City of New York), the
daughter of Thomas Osborne Rumsey, a merchant of Hutch stock. Mrs.
Margaret Ann Bonnett died at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1900, to

wliich city the Bonnett and Bates families moved from New Y^ork, and
her husband, William Henry Bonnett passed away in December, 1912,

at the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, Ariz., at the age of eighty-two
years, while on his way to Riverside, California, where he had intended
spending the balance of the winter. For more than thirty years YVilliam

PI. Bonnett was associated with the National Biscuit Company and his

descendants are still interested in that corporation. In 1908 he came
from Pittsburgh to Maple Crest Farm, and that property continued to

be his home until he left on the trip which was ended by his death.

Herbert Bonnett Bates was educated in the public schools of Peeks-

kill. New YMrk, New YArk City and Pittsburgh, attending the grammar
school in the New Y^ork metropolis and high school at Pittsburgh. He
next took a two-year course as a member of the class of 1912 at the

Ohio State Agricultural College, and there received his diploma. With
his mother, in 1908, he came to Stark County and in that same year
took charge of Maple Crest Farm, which he has since operated as a

highly successful dairy property, at the same time growing general

crops.

Mr. Bates and his mother are members of the First Presbyterian
Church of Canton.

Augustus W. Inman. As a waterworks engineer there is perhaps
no better informed man in Ohio than Augustus W. Inman, who for the

last quarter of a century has been superintendent of the Massillon Water
Supply Company. He came to Massillon as an expert from the East in

connection with the local waterworks, and with the exception of one year
has been a resident of the city ever since.

He was born on a farm in the State of Rhode Island, December 25,

1853, a son of George and Ruth Wheeler (Mowry) Inman. His parents

were natives of Rhode Island and of English descent. Augustus YV.

Inman lived on the farm where he was born throughout the period of

his boyhood, attended public schools, and graduated from the English
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department of the Mowry & Gotfs English and Classical High School

at Providence, Rhode Island. He then took up technical work which
brought him into relation with general and waterworks engineering, and
remained in his native state and in the employ of ditferent water com-
panies until 1889.

In that year he was sent to Massillon as engineer to improve the local

waterworks system. The following year he assisted in building a street

railway at Aurora, Illinois, but in 1890 returned to Massillon to take

charge of the Water Supply Company as its superintendent. That has

been his office ever since, and under his personal supervision and direc-

tion the Massillon waterworks system has been developed and improved
until it is one of the best possessed by any of the smaller cities of Ohio.

Mr. Inman is a member of the Central States Water Association,

being its treasurer, and is also a member of the American Water Asso-

ciation. He belongs to the Massillon Social Club and is a vestryman in

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church. Mr. Inman married Miss Evelyn E.
Steere, of Rhode Island. They have one daughter, Amie G., who is

now a teacher in the Arts and Crafts Department of the Lincoln Pligh

School at Cleveland.

Anton Schwertner. When the late Anton Schwertner first came to

Canton about fifty years ago he was an unknown German cobbler, friend-

less, and with only a few years of experience in business ways and
American customs. He rented a small shop and began making and
repairing boots and shoes by hand. His skill as a workman commended
him to those in need of such service, and his shrewd business sense, his

industry and genial nature brought him a large following of friends

and customers. Not many years had gone by before he was well estab-

lished in the general shoe business in Canton and many years before his

death had reached a position as one of the most influential merchants
and one of the largest owners of business property in the city. He was
a highly respected business man, and as a citizen did his full share in

the upbuilding of the city.

Anton Schwertner was horn in Rueekersdorf in German Bohemia,
October 1, 1840. When thirteen years old he was apprenticed to the

shoemaker’s trade in the City of Vienna, where he spent five years,

following which he traveled as a journeyman workman in Austria,

Germany and Switzerland. In 1860, at the age of twenty, he left his

native land and came to the United States. The following four jmars
were spent in working on the bench as a shoemaker in Pittsburg, and
then for one year he was connected with a i)roduce shipping house in

the same city. When lie left Pittsburg in 1865 with his destination as

Canlon, he had so little money that he was unable to make the entire

journey by railway, and therefore came on foot and in any conveyance
he could find. He arrived in Canton on a farmer’s wagon. He fir.st

rented a small room 8 by lU feet on East Tuscarawas Street, just opposite

the present handsome Schwertner business block, which his subsequent
business success cnaliled him to build. His energy, perseverance and
determination to succeed overcame all the obstacles which beset a stranger
in a community, and he was soon prospering in a modest way. Prom
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year to year his business grew, and he finally bought a frame business

house at what is now 309 Tuscarawas Street East, and put in a stock of

boots and shoes with a repair shop in connection.

When the material of the old courthouse and jail was sold in 1872,

Mr. Schwertner bought it at auction, and subsequently acquired the

ground at the northeast corner of Tuscarawas and Rex Avenue, where
he put up the brick business block which now stands on that site. Into

this structure he worked a large portion of the material he had bought
from the county, and the tin roof now on that building was at one time
the roof of the county jail. Mr. Schwertner showed a great deal of bold-

ness and enterprise in constructing a building which was at that time
somewhat outside the immediate limits of the business district. His
initiative proved a boom in the upbuilding of that section, and the

erection of the entire block to the east was the result of his initial build-

ing operations. While in business in his new store, he rebuilt the old

store and also one adjoining now known as the Schwertner Block. Into

the new building he removed his business, and carried it on from year
to year with increasing success. In 1899 he sold the business to his son
Urban, and then retired from active affairs. The store is still operated
by Urban Schwertner, and is one of the leading shoe houses of Stark
County.

The late Mr. Schwertner also built the handsome residence on Walnut
and Fourth ‘streets, northeast, which is still the residence of the family
in Canton. There Mr. Schwertner passed away after his long and suc-

cessful career on August 26, 1912, while his wife died October 15, 1907.

During Mr. Schwertner ’s residence in Canton he became known to all

the people of his time, and his genial nature and exemplary life won
him a host of friends who esteemed him not only for what he accom-
plished in a business way but for his fine fellowship and sterling charac-

ter. He belongs to a group of early Canton citizens nearly all of whom
have now passed away, who upheld the burdens of business responsibility

and were leaders in all the life of the city. Mr. Schwertner was one
of the leading members of St. Peter’s Catholic Parish and took a deep
interest in church affairs. He was proud of having given two of his

sons to the church.

On May 14, 1867, Mr. Schwertner married Christina Richert, who
was born in Carroll County, Ohio, in 1844. To this union were born
the following children: Frank A., now deceased; Rev. August J., who
is chancellor of the Toledo, Ohio, Catholic Diocese

;
Urban C., of Canton

;

Flora, wife of Edward Elnen, of Canton, Ohio; Walter R., of Canton;
Mary and Ida, both unmarried and living at Canton

;
and Rev. Thomas

M., editor of the Rosary, a Catholic magazine published in New York
City.

Frank A. Schwertner, the oldest son, was born in Canton, April 2,

1869, and died in that city August 12, 1914. He received his education

in the public schools, in St. Peter’s Parochial School and the Spencerian
Business College at Cleveland. His business career began in association

with his father in the retail shoe business. Prom that employment he

left to accept a position with the Star Manufacturing Company at

Canton, and when that company was merged with the Berger Manu-
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facturing Company he continued with the new organization, went
through the various positions of responsibility and finally was chosen
treasurer, a position he held for a number of years and until his death.

He was recognized as one of the city’s progressive business men and
popular citizens, and his death in the prime of his usefulness was deeply
regretted. He was prominent in church and church society work, a

member of St. Peter’s Catholic parish, a charter member of the Canton
Council of the Knights of Columbus, and a member of the Catholic

Mutual Benefit Association. Prank A. Schwertner married Frieda
Klorer, daughter of the late Herman Klorer, an old time Canton business

man and manufacturer. She died in 1899. Two daughters, Marcella
Marie and Edith Frieda, are still living.

Urban C. Schwertner, who is the successor of his father in the shoe

trade at Canton, and a solid and popular business man, was born in

that city November 28, 1872. While attending St. Peter’s Parochial

School he worked in his father’s store evenings and during vacations,

and thus acquired a thorough business training at an early age. For
five years he was a traveling salesman. He left the road in 1903 to

engage in business for himself at Canton, opening a store at 121 Walnut
Street North. In 1909 he acquired the business established by his father

on East Tuscarawas Street, and has carried that on with substantial

success to the present time.

Mr. Schwertner is a member of St. Joseph’s parish, though he was
reared in St. Peter’s. He is a charter member of the Canton Knights
of Columbus and a member of the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association,

and has affiliations with the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the Wood-
men of the World. As a business man and citizen fie is doing his full

share in building up the city and maintaining its institutions. Mr.
Urban Schwertner married Charlotte J. Harrier of Loyal Oak, Ohio.

P. Melancthon Zinsmaster. In the list of Stark County’s citizens

who have secured prominence in business and financial life, the name of

P. Melancthon Zinsmaster stands high. Locating in Navarre in 1888,
in 1895 he became cashier of the Navarre Deposit Bank Company and
in that capacity has continued to be one of the leading factors in the

development of an institution which fills the place of a necessary
financial adjunct. Mr. Zinsmaster is a native of the Buckeye State,

born on a farm in Lawrence Township, Tuscarawas County, August 11,

1861, and is a son of Michael and Susanna (Tschantz) Zinsmaster.
Michael Zinsmaster was born in Rhenish Bavaria, Germany, in

March, 1831, and was eighteen years of age when he accompanied his

parents to the United States, the family settling on a farm in Lawrence
Township, Tuscarawas County, Ohio. There he was married to Susanna
Tschantz, who was born in Switzerland and was three years of age when
brought to this country by her parents. In 1865 Mr. Zinsmaster pur-
chased a farm in Betlilehem Township, Stark County, which he con-

tinued to operate until after the death of his wife, when he sold Ins

property to his second son, who still owns it. In 1903 Mr. Zinsmaster
removed to Navarre, where he is still residing, and where he was one
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of the organizers of the Navarre Deposit Bank Company, becoming its

first president, but is now living a retired life. One of his community’s
most substantial citizens, his name has ever been associated with honor-

able dealing, and lie has the regard and confidence of his associates and
his fellow-citizens.

P. Melancthon Zinsmaster was four years of age when brought to

Stark County. He was brought up in Bethlehem Township, where he
attended the country schools, subsequently going to the Navarre High
School and completing his education at ()hio Northwestern University,

where he took a commercial course. He had been reared to agricultural

pursuits and remained on the home farm until 1888, in which year he
came to Navarre and turned his attention to the hardware business, in

which he was successfully engaged until 1895. In that year he joined

his father and others in the organization of the Navarre Deposit Bank,
of which he was elected cashier, a position which he has since held.

The Navarre Deposit Bank Company, of Navarre, one of the strongest

and most prosperous banking institutions of Stark County, outside of

the large cities, was organized as a private concern. May 4, 1895, as the

Navarre Deposit Bank, with a capital of $3,000, which in 1897 was
increased to $9,000. The president of the bank at that time was Michael
Zinsmaster, the secretary and treasurer was P. M. Zinsmaster, and the

above named and H. R. Bennett, W. S. and T. C. Putnam and S. J.

Shelter formed the board of directors. On July 1, 1907, the bank was
reorganized and incorporated as the Navarre Deposit Banking Company,
with an authorized capitalization of $25,000, of which $15,000 was paid
up. William G. Miller became president, D. A. Muskoff, vice president,

P. M. Zinsmaster, secretary and cashier, and P. L. Zinsmaster, assistant

cashier, while the directing board was composed of the following : P. M.
Zinsmaster, P. L. Zinsmaster, D. A. Muskoff, Philip Loew and AVilliam

G. Miller. Two years later the full capital was paid in and the bank
has continued to grow in business from year to year, until its latest

statement shows its resources to be $309,605.76, with liabilities the same.
The 1915 officials are as follows; D. A. Muskoff, president; Philip

Loew, vice president; P. M. Zinsmaster, cashier; P. L. Zinsmaster,

assistant cashier; and Robert Hug, Philip Loew, D. A. Muskoff, P. M.
Zinsmaster and P. L. Zinsmaster, directors. The fine, up-to-date brick

banking house was completed in 1913 and is one of the handsome struc-

tures of Navarre.
P. Melancthon Zinsmaster has various other financial and business

interests, and for many years treasurer of the Navarre Stoneware Com-
pany, the latter now defunct. He has supported all civic movements
which have promised progress and advancement, and as a friend of

education has contributed his abilities as a member of the school board
of Navarre A^illage. Fraternally he is affiliated with the local lodge
of the Knights of Pythias, while his religious connection is with the

Evangelical Church, of which he is treasurer.

Mr. Zinsmaster was married to Miss Minnie AVoodling, who died in

1892, leaving two children; Edna, who married Harry E. Crim, of

Marion, Ohio, and has one daughter,—Marie; and Warren, a graduate
of the University of Pittsburgh, where he is now teaching accounting.
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while at the same time he is preparing himself for practice as a legist,

and is also holding a position in the Oakland Savings and Trust Com-
pany. Mr. Zinsmaster was married the second time to JMiss Artie Brant,
of Smithville, Wayne County, Ohio.

Samuel W. Sponseller. Representing the third generation of his

family to till the soil of Plain Township, Samuel W. Sponseller is now
known as one of tlie worthy farmers of Stark County whose industry,

perseverance and good management have brought him into comfortable
circumstances. For twenty years he has resided on his present prop-
erty, which for its size is one of the best in the township, being charac-

terized by its modern improvements and well-kept appea'rance. Mr.
Sponseller was born in Canton Township, May 10, 1854, and is a son
of Abraham and Elizabeth (Stoner) Sponseller.

John Sponseller, the grandfather of Samuel W., came to Ohio from
Pennsylvania at an early date and took up land from the United States

Government. This is what is now known as the Sponseller Homestead,
and is located south of Canton on the Waynesburg Road, where the
Sponseller Sehoolhouse is now located. John Sponseller passed his

entire life in farming and stockraising, became one of the substantial

and influential men of his community, and when he died, at the age
of eighty-four years, was the owner of 400 acres of valuable land. The
grandmother lived to the ripe old age of ninety-four years. There were
eight children in the family, namely: Frederick, John, Abraham,
Henry, David, Mary, Julia and Catherine.

Abraham Sponseller, father of Samuel W., received his early educa-
tion at the Sponseller School, and completed it at Canton Academy.
When his school period was over, he purchased a farm south of the

old homestead place, and in the fall of 1865 sold the original place and
bought what was known as the Liehtenwalter farm, a tract of 160
acres on which he continued to follow diversified farming and stock-

raising until his demise, at the age of seventy-nine years. He rounded
out a full and active life and throughout his career merited and held
the esteem and respect of his fellow-citizens. He took a keen interest

in local as well as iiational affairs, was always proud to inform every
new acquaintance that he was a sturdy Andrew Jackson democrat, and
at various times was honored by his fellow-citizens by election to pub-
lic office, serving in the capacity of .fustice of the peace and as town-
ship trustee for some years. There were eight children in his family:
John, George, Samuel W., William, Mary, David, Lucy and Augustus.
The mother of these children died at the age of seventy years.

The Sponseller District School furnished Samuel W. Sponseller
with his education and he was brought up on the home farm, where
he assisted his father until the time of his marriage. He was united
with Miss Anise E. Casper, daughter of George and Tjouisa Casper,
who lived near Mag'mlia, Ohio, and were prominent farming people.

For some years Mr. Sponseller operated the farm of his brother John,
located between Canton and Riehfleld, but in 1895 bought his present
place, which was known as the George TTassler homestead, a tract of
sixty-two acres. He has continued to make this his home to the present
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time, keeping his land under thorough culture. His farming operations

are caret ul, diligent and systematic and have been attended by favor-

able results, his larm being one of the best producing in Flam Town-
ship. Ills buildings are modern and substantial in every way, and the

visitor, in passing the comtortable residence, receives the impression

that he is viewing a city home. Mr. Sponseller is a democrat in his

political views, but has been content witli his tarniing operations and
has not sought public otlice. With the members of his family, he
attends the Werinan iiefornied Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Sponseller have been the parents of six children, of

whom one survives : Ulenwood Casper, born March 2, 1892, wlio at-

tended Brush College and subsequently graduated from Canton High
School, and is now assisting his father in the operation of the home
farm.

Orvin P. Vogelgesang, one of the most progressive, intelligent and
successful farmers of Blain Township, and a scion of one of the oldest

and most higlily esteemed families of Stark County, was born in the

township in wliicli he now resides, December 6, 1871, and is a son
of Lewis A. and Agnes (Dolham) Vogelgesang. The family was founded
here by the paternal grandfather, Isaac Vogelgesang, who came from
Germany at an early day and settled in Plain Township, on a farm
about two and oiie-lialf miles north of the City of Canton, on the

Fulton Road. There he continued to be engaged in general farming
until his death, at the age of seventy-two years. He was the father of

nine children: Lewis A., Isaac, Phillip, Jacob, Louisa, Lizzie, Molly,

Katherine and Emma, of whom Philip, Isaac and the five daughters are

still living.

Lewis A. Vogelgesang was born on the old Vogelgesang homestead,
and there passed some sixty years in the pursuit of general farming
and stockraising. He was one of the substantial and highly esteemed
farmers of his community and a citizen who supported all movements
for the advancement of the locality. lie and his wife were the parents
of seven children, namely : Louisa, who is now the wife of Oliver Cra-
mer and lives in Summit County, Ohio; Mrs. Emma Arnold, a widow,
living at Canton

;
Isaac, a farmer of the old homestead, who married

Miss Edith Albright; Orvin P., of this notice; Charles, a resident of

Cleveland, who married Miss Edith Weidler; Alfred, of South Dakota,
who married Miss Elnora Reizer; and Edward, who is single.

Orvin P. Vogelgesang attended the Vogelgesang Schoolhoiise, and
until the age of twenty-seven years was engaged in engineering. At
that time he was married to Miss Anna Rulfner, the last of the Ruffner
family, who as a girl attended the district schools and remained at hoTiie

until her marriage. She is a daughter of the late Samuel Ruffner, wlio

served as a Union soldier throughout the period of the Civil war. The
Ruffner family was founded in Stark County in 1804, when the grand-
father took up land from the United States Government, and this

property has remained in the family ever since. Six children have
been bom to Mr. and Mrs. Vogelgesang: Grace, born in 1899, who is

attending eighth grade in the public schools and has evidenced great
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musical talent; Lewis, born in September, 1902; Edward, born in 1904;
Franklin, born in 1906; Walter, born in 1909; and Ralph, the baby,
born December 30, 1914.

Up to the time of his marriage, Mr. Vogelgesang had not accumu-
lated any means for his establishment as the proprietor of a home of

his own, and on the day of his marriage his cash resources were meas-
ured by a two-dollkr bill. He at once set about, however, to gain him-
self independence and position, and so industriously has he worked, and
so well have his labors been directed, that he is now one of the substan-

tial men of his community, owning a farm of eighty acres, on which he
has resided for the past fifteen years. This is one of the most valuable

and highly improved farms in Plain Township, for during the past ten

years Mr. Vogelgesang has spent $6,000 in its improvements. His home
has all the most modern conveniences and comforts, including hot and
cold water, hot water furnace and electric lights, while the barns and
other buildings are substantial in character and fitted with the most
modern equipment, including cement floors and electric lights. He has
occupied himself principally with general farming, but is also making
a specialty of dairying, selling large quantities of milk in Canton, and
owuing dairy barns which are up-to-date in equipment and built and
maintained with a view to sanitation. Mr. Vogelgesang holds progres-

sive ideas, as is evidenced by his possession of a late model five-passenger

Chalmers automobile, which he finds not only a soiirce of great pleasure
to himself and family, but a great help to him in his business activities.

A republican in his political views, Mr. Vogelgesang has served as

assessor of Plain Township, and is now acting in the capacity of depiity

sheriff. His fraternal connection is with the Masons. He holds his

honorable discharge from the state militia, in which he served five

years, being captain of Company I, Eighth Ohio Regiment, under Col.

Harry Freeze, and paiticipating in two strikes at Massillon, as well as

the coal strike. He is highly thought of in business circles, and has
numerous friends who liave found pleasure in watching his steady
rise to success.

Ralph E. Oberlin. For more than a century the name Oberlin has
been identified with the life and affairs of Stark County, and is one of

the oldest and best known iji local annals. It is of a branch of this fine

old stock, founded here by a revolutionary soldier, to which Ralph E.
Oberlin belongs. Mr. Oberlin is one of the younger business men of

Massillon, and is secretary and treasurer of the John Igelstroem Com-
pany.

Tie was born in Ma.ssillon Jvily 9, 1885. His branch of the Oberlin
family is descended from Adam Oberlin, who was member of a Lan-
caster County (Pennsylvania) company during the Revolution, and ably
Sf'rved as sergeant of his company. Five of his brothers also fought in

the same war. Adam Oberlin some years after the close of the Revolu-
tion brought his family out to Stark County, Ohio. That was aboiit

1813, when the second war with Great Britain was still in ]>rogress. He
located iti what is now Tuscarawas Township. At that time his family
comprised his wife and three sons, Peter, Frederick and Jolin. Next in
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line of descent was Peter Oberlin, great-grandfather of Ralph E. Peter

was horn in Pennsylvania and married a Miss Cramer. Their son, Sam-
uel, was born in Tuscarawas Township and married Mary Hofman, who
came from a Maryland family. Samuel Oberlin was one of the incorpo-

rators of the City of Massillon and for years was engaged in the dry
goods business, hrst as a member of the firm of Harsh, Humberger &
Oberlin, and later under his own name. His son, Samuel IT. Oberlin,

father of Ralph E., was born in Massillon in 1860. He is a well known
citizen and for many years has been a traveling salesman for a dry goods

house. He married Miss Lucy Strobel, who was born south of Massillon,

daughter of John Strobel.

After his graduation from the Massillon High School in 1901, Ralph
E. Oberlin became a clerk in the First National Bank. That was the

beginning of his successful business experience which has now covered

fifteen years. He remained with the First National six years, and then
for several years was in the offices of Russell & Company, and W. R.

Harrison & Company. In December, 1908, he became assistant manager
of the John Igelstroem & Company, and in 1910 was made its secretary

and treasurer. He has the push and energy of the typical twentieth

century business man, and his friends look for a splendid future. He is

also a director in the Ohio Banking & Trust Company of Massillon.

Mr. Oberlin is secretary of the Massillon Social Club, a member of

the Lakeside Country Club, and is affiliated with Clinton Lodge, A. F.

& A. M.
;
Massillon Commandery No. 4, K. T.

;
with Lake Erie Consistory

of the thirty-second degree Scottish Rite
;
and with A1 Koran Temple of

the Mystic Shrine at Cleveland. He also belongs to the Cleveland Ad-
vertising Club.

]\Irs. Eliza Werstler, wife of Christian Werstler, was born on
October 14, 1841, on what is now the Case Farm, just east of the

Werstler Church, though in that earlj^ day it was known as the Werst-
ler Farm. The land had been pre-empted from the Government in the

’20s by the grandfather of the man whose wife is the subject of this

review.

Christian Werstler attended school in the community wherein he
lived and as a young man worked his father’s farm, and later operated
a saw mill until the time of bis enlistment in the army. He served
three years, participating in many important engagements of the war,
and when he came home married Miss Eliza Oberlin, who was born
in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, December 5, 1847, the daughter of

John Oberlin, who was born in Pennsylvania. He moved to Stark
County in 1852 and located four miles from Canton. Mr. Oberlin was
a miller by trade and operated a grist mill for years in conjunction
with his farming activities in Plain Township. Eliza Oberlin Werstler
was one of the eleven children of her parents, the others being Samuel,
John, Isaac, Sarah, Susan, Kathryn, Julia, Ellen, Adam and Emma.
Four are now living: Adam; Emma, now Mrs. Lesher; Julia, the wife
of John Essig of Jackson Township, and Mrs. Werstler. The father
of this goodly family died at the age of seventy-seven and the mother
was eighty-one when death claimed her.
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After the marriage of Christian and Eliza Werstler, they settled

on the Werstler farm and operated a sawmill a part of the time. When
they had lived there for fifteen years they moved to the Oberlin farm,

which he later purchased, and followed farming, at the same time
operating a coal mine that lay on the place. He was engaged in that

industry up to the time of his death in 1908, when he was sixty-six

years old.

Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Werstler. Charles is a

Lutheran preacher, located in Indiana. He has one daughter, Mary
Elizabeth. Prances Kathryn is now Mrs. Markly and lives in i\Iarl-

boro Township, the mother of three children. Olive married Ira Sheets,

and they live just north of New Berlin. Carrie May and Ada Maud
are deceased. Edith is the wife of E. P. Heek. They live in Plain
Township and have two children. Herman L. is deceased. John Daniel
lives at home.

Mrs. Werstler owns a farm of one hundred and thirteen acres, all

highly improved, and with beautiful buildings on it. The place is one
of the finest in the township, and it is one of which its owners may
rightfully be proud.

The family are members of the Lutheran Church.

Enos A. Ste-wart. One of the leading industries of Canton and a

concern which has only three competitors in its field in the United
States is the Stark Brick Company, an enterprise founded and backed
by local men, whose fortunes are wrapped up in its welfare and whose
best abilities have been given to its advancement, so that from the time
of its inception it has steadily grown and developed. One of the most
progressive and energetic of these men is Enos A. Stewart, the efficient

secretary and general manager, who was the dominant factor in the

organization of the company. Until he became interested in this con-

cern Mr. Stewart had devoted his energies to an entirely different line

of endeavor, having for some years been an educator, but in his new
field he has proved himself fully capable of competing with men of

business ability and acumen, and his associates have come to place the
utmost faith in his judgment and foresight.

Mr. Stewart was born in Holmes County, Ohio, July 18, 1870, and
is a son of Jonas and Anna (Harrold) Stewart, both natives of Colum-
biana County, Ohio. The grandfather, Samuel Stewart, fought in the

forces of the American army during this country’s second war with
England, in 1812, and for his services as a soldier was given a land
grant for land in the then new country of Ohio, selecting land in Columbia
County. There he had his homestead during the remaining jmars of
his life, the property still being in the family possession. The Hai’rold
family has been in America for eight generations.

The parents of Enos A. Stewart were married in Columbiana County
and moved into Holmes County at about the time of the close of the
Civil war. The father, an agriculturist by vocation, followed the pur-
suits of the soil there until 1875, in which year he moved to Canton
and engaged in the printing business with his brother, IMoses Stewart,
as partner. They became the publishers of the old Canton City Times,
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a democratic newspaper, which lasted for about one year and then went
out of business. Jonas Stewart then returned to his farming operations,

and passed away on his property, west of Canton, in 1899, aged seventy-

two years, the mother surviving until 1910 and dying at the age of

seventy-nine years.

Enos A. Stewart was reared at Canton and in the neighborhood of

this city from the time he was five years of age. His early education
was secured in the public schools, and at the age of nineteen years, in

1890, entered upon his career as an educator, his first work in that line

being in the country school in his home community, which he taught
for five years. This was followed by six years in neighboring schools,

and in the meantime he added to his own knowledge by taking summer
work at Mount Union College and Dennison University, at Granville,

Ohio. In this way Mr. Stewart prepared himself for higher work, and
in 1902 was made principal of the Crystal Park Graded School, at

Canton, a position which he held for two years. Next he held a like

position at the East Fourth Street School, where he remained until

November, 1913.

In 1909, while still teaching, Mr. Stewart organized the Stark Brick
Company, which was incorporated during the same year, the plant being
erected in 1910, and the manufacture of the product beginning January
1, 1911. The beginning, in 1911. was of a very modest nature, the
company owning only one kiln. The business began to grow immedi-
ately, however, and three kilns more were built the first year, so that
1911 ’s product amounted to 1,500,000 brick. Three additional kilns

were built in 1912 and two more in 1914, and they now have ten kilns,

which have brought the daily output of the concern up to 30,000 brick

when the plant is working to full capacity. The concern makes a
specialty of salt glaze brick, which is used principally for interior

decoration work, is one of four concerns which do this particular kind
of work, and has its market all over the United States and Canada.
The officers of the company in 1915 are as follows ; J. B. Fierstos,

president; G. A. Marks, vice president, and E. A. Stewart, secretary

and general manager, these gentlemen, with C. A. Pontius and Joseph
A. Lippert, making up the board of directors. The plant is five miles

east of Canton, a large, well built and thoroughly modern structure,

while the executive offices and headquarters are located in the Folwell
Building, Canton.

]Mr. Stewart is a member of Clinton Lodge, F. & A. M., Massillon.

He belongs to the Canton Chamber of Commerce, and with his family
attends the Baptist Church. As a citizen he has been foremost in enter-

prises calculated to advance the business or civic welfare of Canton.
Mr. Stewart married Miss Anna Smith, who was born four miles

north of Massillon, in Jackson Township, Stark County, Ohio, a daughter
of William Smith, who for years was engaged in farming, b\it is now
deceased. Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Stewart, Mary
Helen and John Harrold.

Joseph D. Miller. The natural issue of many years of well directed

toil and public spirited citizenship should be a commendable degree of
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prosperity and a popular esteem that indicate a man’s position in the

community. These have been the proofs of the career of Joseph D.
Miller, for many years known as a farmer and manufacturer in Plain
Township of Stark County.

Joseph D. Miller was bom April 10, 1852, near Belford, France,
a son of Christian and Maria (Graber) Miller. The grandfather, John
Miller, was a substantial farmer near Belford, and Christian Miller also

carried on the same occupation in France until 1854, when in search

of better opportunities he brought his family across the ocean to

America and located in South Canton on the farm known as the Booster
farm, comprising 160 acres of land. There for fifteen years he con-

tinued general farming and also built up a considerable business as a
brick manufacturer, having a plant which supplied large quantities of

that building material throughout Stark County. His death occurred
at the age of forty-two. Christian Miller was a graduate of the Bel-

ford High School, was well trained in youth, and in his time was con-

sidered a man of broad information and excellent culture. Christian

Miller and wife had eight children : Catherine, Joseph D., Daniel C.,

Lydia, John C. and Peter C., twins, Mary and Susan.
Joseph D. Miller was about two years old when brought to the

United States, and in all essential particulars may be considered a
native of this country. As a boy his time was divided between attend-

ing district schools and assisting in the duties of the home and the farm
and he also completed what amounted to a practical apprenticeship as a
brick maker. Soon after reaching manhood, in 1874, he was married
at the Booster farm to Miss Anna Conrad, daughter of Joseph and Cath-
erine (Krabille) Conrad.

After their marriage they began housekeeping on what was koown
as the Foglesang farm, and with an ambition for a reasonable degree of

prosperity and with commendable thrift and enterprise they were finally

able to buy the farm and remained there as substantial farmers for

about twenty years. In the meantime Mr. Miller had also taken up the

vocation followed by his father as a brick manufacturer, and with
others organized the Royal Brick Company, becoming foreman in the

plant. After about two years he sold his stock and then organized the

Imperial Brick Company, in which he was also a stockholder and prac-

tical manager of the factory for a number of years. ]Mr. Miller then
sold his farm and his stock in the Imperial Brick Company, and turned
his attention to other lines of enterprise. He had the active manage-
ment of wliat was known as the Harrison Avenue Coal and Feed Com-
pany, a concern which carried on a very extensive coal business, the

annual value of which at times reached $150,000.

In 1903 Mr. Miller bought the Lewis Essig farm, just north of the

city limits of Canton on Market Street extension. There for the past

twelve years Mr. Miller has continued his business as a general farmer
and has also operated the Miller Feed Company, handling a large

amount of supplies for the neighborhood. These twelve years have
brought many improvements to the farm in the way of building and
increasing productiveness, until it now is regarded as one of the most
beautiful farm homes in Plain Township. The Miller Feed Company
voi. Ill— r.
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has a large retail business, and controls practically the handling of gen-

eral feed supplies over a wide radius.

During the forty years of their married companionship Mr. and
Mrs. Miller’s home has been blessed with the birth of seven children.

Esther B. is now Mrs. Daniel Graber. Katie A. lives at home. Lydia
E. is the wife of Aaron Sahmucker, and they have two children, Carl

J. and Lester J. Clara is the wife of Christ King, and they have two
children, named Floyd E. and Wilson J. C.

;
Susan, Joseph D. Jr., and

John J., are all at home.
This family has been notable for its strict adherence to the prin-

ciples of morality, good citizenship, Christianity and general material

and social progress. Mr. Miller is a democrat, and his place in the com-
munity is well indicated by the honors and responsibilities of a public

nature that have been thrust upon him. For six years he served as

township trustee, and was a member of the school board for about
twenty years.

Daniel A. Muskoff. The modern druggist is associated, hand in

hand, with the physician, and this reciprocal dependence is generally

adjudged a condition of public safety. The lawful administration of

drugs has long since been taken out of the hands of the ignorant and
untrained, and the pharmacist of today is one who, after a protracted

period of study and experiment, covering a number of the sciences, has

passed a satisfactory examination before a learned scientific body. Thus
it is no irresponsible position that the druggist holds in his community,
and his personal and professional standing is usually of the highest.

One of the leading pharmacists of Stark County is Daniel A. Muskolf,

who since 1902 has been proprietor of an establishment at Navarre, and
who is also well known in financial and public life, being president of

the Navarre Deposit Banking Company, of which he was one of the

reorganizers, and since 1907 justice of the peace. Mr. Muskoft was born
near Beach City, in Sugar Creek Township, Stark County, Ohio, March
28, 1870, and is a son of John and Mary Magdalena (Zintmeister)

IMuskoft’. John IMuskolf was born in Rhenish Bavaria, Germany, in

1817, and about the year 1835 came to the United States, first locating
* in Bethlehem Township, Stark County, where for a year or so he was
engaged in working for a barn builder, and subsequently accepted what-
ever honorable occupation presented itself, working industriously and
saving thriftily. In 1853 he was ready to embark upon an agricultural

career of his own, and purchased a farm in Sugar Creek Township,
where he continued engaged in farming until the time of his death, in

1906. He was a hard-working and energetic farmer and a citizen who
won the respect and esteem of those with whom he was associated, by
reason of his integrity and honorable dealing. Mr. Muskolf was married
to Miss Mary Magdalena Zintmeister, also a native of Bavaria, who came
to America about the time of his arrival, and met and married Mr. Mus-
koff in Stark County. She died in 1911, aged eighty-four years, in the

faith of the German Evangelical Church, of which the father was also

a consistent member.
Daniel A. Muskoff was reared on the home farm in Sugar Creek
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Township. He was given good educational advantages, first attending
the country schools and then the Beach City graded school. After
three years at Otterbein University, Westleyville, Ohio, in 1891 he
entered the drug business at Bolivar, Ohio, and while thus engaged, in

1892 and 1893, attended the department of pharmacy at the Northern
Ohio University, at Ada. Continuing in the drug business at Bolivar
until 1902, in that year Mr. Muskotf came to his present place of resi-

dence, Navarre, and opened a pharmacy, which has grown to be one of

the leading establishments of its kind in Stark County. Here he carries

a full line of all articles found in a modern drug establishment, and
makes a specialty of careful and accurate filling of prescriptions.

He keeps in touch with the professional brotherhood, being a member of

the Ohio State Pharmaceutical Association and the National Association

of Retail Druggists, and is a stockholder in the United Drug Company.
As one of the leading business men of Navarre, in 1905 he was one of

the reorganizers of the Navarre Deposit Banking Company, and at that

time was made vice president of that institution, a position which he
held until his election to the presidency, in 1912. As the director of the

policies of this banking concern he has placed it in a foremost position

among the monetary institutions of Stark County. In addition to

capably discharging the duties of justice of the peace of Navarre from
1908 to 1916, Mr. Muskoff is acting as a notary public. Fraternally,

he is connected with Caldwell Lodge No. 330, F. & A. M.
;
Tuscarawa's

Lodge No. 133, and Lawrence Encampment No. 257, Independent Order
of Odd Fellows. A leading democi'at, in 1912 he was his party’s
candidate for county auditor, but owing to political conditions here at

that time met with defeat.

Mr. Muskotf was married to Miss Cora M. Zutavern, who was born
at Bolivar, Ohio, daughter of William N. Zutavern, and eight children

have been born to this union: Daniel H., a graduate (1914) of Navarre
High School and (1915) of Massillon High School, is now attending
Western Reserve University, department of pharmacy; John AY., who
graduated from Navarre High School in the class of 1914, and noAv

associated with his father in the drug business; Mary M., Paul B. and
Cora Jeanette, who are attending the public schools of Navarre

;
and

Loretta A., Dorothy E. and Florence. The members of the family are
well and favorably known in social circles, and have niimerous friends
at Navarre.

Jacob A. Schweisberger. The fertile agricultural regions of Stark
County have furnished the medium through which many substantial
men have attained success and position. The passing years have brought
numerous changes in farming methods since the pioneer first cleared
the forests of Stark County, Init there has been no change i]i the neces-

sity of hard, strenuous endeavor and consecutive effort, and the man
who succeeds today, as formerly, must be possessed of the characteristics
of industry and persistence, for it is not always due to the fertility of
the soil that the farmer becomes prosperous but to the manner i?) which
he handles it and manages its affairs. There have been two successive
generations of active farmers in Stark County belonging to the Schweis-
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berger family, and Jacob A. as well as his father has used a similar

course of industry and well applied intelligence in gaining success.

Jacob A. Schweisberger now has one of the finest farms of Plain Town-
ship.

Born November 4, 1864, he is a son of Christian and Catherine
(Grossman) Schweisberger, the former a native of Germany and the

latter of Swiss parentage. Christian Schweisberger came to the

United States when twenty-two years of age, located in Stark County,
and until his marriage at the age of twenty-six was employed on sev-

eral different farms at monthly wages. At the time of his marriage his

wife was seventeen years old. Their first housekeeping was done on
a rented farm south of Canton, at what is now known as the Little

Brick farm, and during their six years of residence there three chil-

dren were born to them. They then removed to Shelby County, where
Christian Schweisberger acquired a tract of new land, cleared off the

brush and timber, converted it to profitable tillage, and while living

there his son Jacob A. was born. After two years in Shelby County
Christian Schweisberger returned to Stark County, and bought 100
acres at Mapleton. He lived on that farm 5% years, and selling it re-

moved to Canton Township where he bought a place of seventy-one acres.

All this land, as a result of the splendid industrial development of the

City of Canton, is now included within the city limits and is the site of

numerous factories and other plants, including the Berger Manufactur-
ing industry. The land is now all cut up into lots and streets and a net-

work of railroad tracks. Christian and Catherine Schweisberger had
the following children: Ephraim, John, Samantha, Jacob, David, Alice,

Elizabeth, Ira P. and one that died in infancy. Both parents are still

living, and having gone through many trials in early life have for a
number of years enjoyed an abundance of prosperity.

Jacob A. Schweisberger lived on the various farms above mentioned,
attended the public schools, and from an early age began to take his place

in the fields and in performing the various duties connected with the

farm. He remained at home until twenty-three and then married Mary
E. Hayes, daughter of Peter Hayes. In the same year he and his wife
started out as renters, but instead of securing a place from a stranger

as his father had done, he rented one of his father’s farms, on which he

lived three years. He next rented the farm of his wife’s father for a

year and a half, subsequently spent four years at Crystal Park, and then
returned to his father’s farm in which he had acquired a half interest.

Pour years were spent in managing the place, after which he sold his

interest, and moved to what is known as the Reuben Karper place. Mr.
Schweisberger for many years has been more or less actively identified

with the dairy industry, and on the Karper place established a dairy

and operated several milk routes into Canton. That was his business and
location for six years, at the end of which time he sold his plant to Lloyd
Stevens. Mr. Schweisberger then bought the farm where he now lives,

known as the William Snyder farm, 4I
/2 miles northeast of Canton and

on the township line of Plain and Nimishilling. His home is in Plain

Township. Comprising eighty acres, this is one of the choice farms in

that section, and has been under Mr. Schweisberger ’s ownership and
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management since 1906. In that time he has effected many notable im-

provements, especially in the farm buildings, and has made of it not only

a profitable business but also an attractive home.
After twenty-seven years of happy companionship his wife and the

mother of his children died on March 8, 1914. On January 20, 1915,

Mr. Schweisberger married Mrs. Zella (Stantz) Gnau, who was born in

Coshocton. Mr. Schweisberger by his first wife had five children : Dora,

now Mrs. Arthur Snyder, and their three children are named Dorothy,
Zelda and Claude

;
Nova S. is now Mrs. Earl Henry, living near Pairhope

;

Ethan M. and Opal C. live at home with their father; and Virgil R. died

at the age of eighteen months. Mr. Schweisberger is a member of the

election board for Plain Township, but in politics usuallj^ casts an inde-

pendent vote. He is a member of the Grange and with his family wor-
ships in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Albert E. Gordon. The career of Albert E. Gordon, vice presi-

dent and general manager of the Gordon Rubber Company, of Canton,
has been one of constant advancement since his seventeenth year, when
he became identified with his present line of business in a humble capac-

ity. His standing as one of the leading business men of Canton has been
entirely self gained and is an illustration of the rewards which are to

be attained by industry, persistence and close application to a chosen

line of effort.

Mr. Gordon was bom at Binghamton, New York, July 12, 1882,

and is a son of Robert and Elizabeth (Holmes) Gordon, natives of Belle-

ville, Ontario, Canada. The Gordons are of Scotch stock, and the family
was established in America by Robert Gordon, the grandfather of Albert
E., who settled at Belleville in early days. Robert Gordon, the father,

removed from Canada to the United States and settled at Binghamton,
New York. He died when his son Albert was six years old. The family
later removed to Belleville, New Jersey, where the mother engaged in the

retail dry goods business.

Albert E. Gordon received his education in the public and high
schools and at the age of seventeen years became an employe of the

Hardman Rubber Company, with which he was connected for a num-
ber of years, during which time his faithful discharge of duty, his energy'

and ability, won him repeated promotion, he advancing from the posi-

tion of office boy to that of assistant superintendent. In 1906 he be-

came manager of the druggists’ sundries department of the International

Rubber Company, at Milltown, New Jersey, and continued with that

concern until 1908, when he became identified with the Ajax-Grieh Rub-
ber Company, of Trenton, New Jersey.

Mr. Gordon came to Canton, Ohio, in 1912, and became one of the

organizers of the Gordon Rubber Company, which took over the old Im-
perial Rubber Company’s plant. The new concern was incorporated in

that year by C. W. Keplingei’, Isaac Haider, Warren Keplinger, C. J.

Keplinger and A. E. Gordon, the officers of the company at the present
time being: C. W. Keplinger, president; A. E. Gordon, vice president

and general manager; C. J. Keplinger, secretary; and E. O. Maehlin,
treasurer. The capital is $300,000, and the plant is entirely of brick
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with a total floor space of 35,000 sq. ft. Tlie company manufactures
automobile tires and tubes and druggists’ sundries, and its market in-

cludes the entire countiy. This concern is considered one of the

important contributors to Canton’s manufacturing prestige, and has
grown and developed steadily since its inception, largely through the

energetic etforts of Air. Gordon, than whom there is no better known or

informed man in the trade. He is a man of keen discernment, doing
business in an efficient, modern and systematic manner, and who brings

with him the atmosphere of business. He has allied himself with those

who have the best commercial and industrial interests of Canton at

heart, and is an active and stirring member of the Canton Chamber of

Commerce. He holds membership also in the Young Alen’s Christian

Association, the Lakeside Country Club and the Benevolent and Protec-

tive Order of Elks, and is pi-esident of the Christian Science Church of

Canton.
Air. Gordon married Aliss Laura Holt, of Lynchburg, A^irginia, and

they are the parents of one daughter and two sons: Elizabeth, Robert
and John Donald.

Elisha Gorsuch Pocock. The general merchandise business of

Elisha Gorsuch Pocock, at 619 East AValnut Street, Alassillon, has existed

since 1900, when its owner came to this city from West Salem. A man
of great energy and industry his capacity for business affairs has found
expression in connection with a number of enterprises, while at the same
time he is one of his community’s most useful citizens, having been an
active and working member of the Alassillon board of education since

1911. Air. Pocock is a native son of the state, and was born at Ottawa,
Putnam County, September 5, 1861, his parents being David B. and
Susan R. (Gorsuch) Pocock.

The Pocock family is of English origin, but its home has been in

America for many generations, Israel B. Pocock, the grandfather of

Elisha G. Pocock, having been a native of Baltimore, Alaryland. In
that city David B. Pocock was born September 15, 1824, and was there

married, the mother having been bom April 4, 1830, also in that city.

Her father was a native of the United States, although the Gorsuch fam-
ily came originally from Scotland. In 1857 David B. and Susan R.
Pocock came to Ohio, locating at Ottawa, where the father engaged in

merchandising. In 1867 he removed to Wooster, where he was engaged
in the milling business, and in 1872 went to Shreve, where he again fol-

lowed mercantile lines. Removing to Navarre in 1878, he resumed mill-

ing operations, and in 1902 came to Alassillon, where his death occurred
January 26, 1908. The mother passed away here December 14, 1907.

At tbe time of his demise Air. Pocock was one of the oldest Odd Fellows
in Ohio.

Elisha G. Pocock was reared at Ottawa, AYooster, Shreve and Navarre,
and attended the public schools of all these places. At the age of sixteen

years he began his business career as a clerk in his father’s store at

Shreve and later at Navarre and at the latter place was elected village

clerk, a capacity in which he served two terms and gained his initial ex-

perience as a public servant. In 1888 he went to AA^est Salem, Ohio, and
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engaged in the grocery and bakery business on bis own account, but in

1900 sought a wider field for the display of his business abilities and
came to Massillon, where he established himself in the grocery business

at No. 619 East Walnut Street. His present modern store building was
erected by Mr. Pocock in 1901 and is of brick. His stock is large, well

chosen, conveniently arranged and attractively displayed and bis busi-

ness has shown a pleasing yearly increase. Mr. Pocock is interested in

various other ventures, being secretary of the Buckeye Cereal Company
of Massillon, of which he was the organizer, and vice president of the

Ohio Printing and Publishing Company. In 1910 Mr. Pocock was elected

a member of the Massillon Board of Education, taking office January 1,

1911, and during his incumbency there has been built the ' new high
school, regarded as one of the model buildings of its kind in Ohio. Mr.
Pocock has worked untiringly in support of the cause of education and
his labors have contributed in no small way to the development of the

community of his adoption. Fraternally, he is connected with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the Independent Order of Foresters and
the Tribe of Ben Hur, and he holds membership also in the Massillon

Chamber of Commerce and the Massillon Business Men’s Club.

On June 7, 1884, Mr. Pocock was married to Miss Elenora A. Hensel,

of Bethlehem Township, Stark County, Ohio, daughter of Jacob and
Martha B. Hensel. Four children have been born to this union : Earl C-)

who died March 24, 1891, at the age of four years, seven months; Grace
Mae, who is the wife of Russell G. Kissner, of Delaware County, Ohio;
Ralph Hensel, who attended Wesleyan College, Wooster, Ohio, and
Wooster University, and is now a traveling salesman representing the

Buckeye Cereal Company, and Elmore G., a sophomore at the Case School
of Applied Science, Cleveland. Mrs. Kissner is a graduate of Massillon

High School and of Oberlin College. Mr. Pocock and his family are
members of the Methodist Church. His political allegiance is given
to the men and measures of the republican party.

Henry Ernst Weber. One of the most important among the various
branches of professional knowledge upon which civilized humanity is

dependent for the maintenance of healthful conditions is the science

of dental surgery. This science is constantly developing new phases of

usefulness, and one of the chief contributors to its advancement has
been the invention of appliances and instruments which, while adding
to the comfort of the patient, greatly aid the operator in his work. To no
one individual is greater credit and gratitude d;ie for the invention of

ingenious appliances of a dental character than to Henry Ernst Weber,
inventer and manufacturer, and president of the Wel)er Dental iManu-
facturing Company, of Canton. In his life work lie has made his name
known over the civilized world.

l\Tr. Weber was born at Canton, April 27, 1862, a son of the late John
and Catherine (Oligner) Weber, old-time residents of Canton. lie comes
of a family long noted for useful accomplishments, one of his ancestors
being Carl Rudolph Weber, the eminent German artist. Anollier ancestor
of Mr. Weber’s was one of Germany’s most eminent scientists, Heinrich
Ernst Weber, after whom I\lr. Weber was named, and who was born in
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1795, was from 1818 until his death in 1878 a professor of anatomy and
physiology at the University of Leipsie, Germany, and was especially

famous for his researches into aural and cutaneous sensations. He was
the author of Weher’s Law, in physiology, that there is always a constant

ration between the intensity of the sensations and the strength of the

stimulus, and that the stronger the stimulus already applied the stronger

must be the increase of the stimulus in order to cause a noticeable increase

of the sensation.

John Weber, the father of Henry Ernst Weber, was horn in Germany
and was one of the first citizens of Canton, coming to this city when its

population did not exceed 500 people. He was a pioneer distiller and
was one of the best known of the old-time citizens. He died in 1875,

aged sixjy-eight years. Mrs. Weber, also horn in Germany, was brought
as a child to Canton, her brother being Louis Ohliger, who was proprietor
of Canton’s first hotel. She died in 1913, aged eighty-three years.

In 1880 Llenry Ernst Weber entered upon an apprenticeship at the

machinist’s trade with the Diebold Safe and Lock Company at Canton,
to which he served four years. He was next head machinist for the

Conotton Valley Railroad for two years, and in 1885 entered the College

of Pharmacy, Cleveland, where he was graduated in 1887. In that year
he passed the examination before the State Board of Pharmacy and was
registered as a licensed pharmacist, and, with his brother Charles engaged
in the retail dnig business at Canton. In 1892 he bought his brother’s

interest and continued alone as a druggist until 1897, when he embarked
in the manufacture of dental supplies from his own patented inventions.

His original invention and patent was the Weber dental cuspidor, upon
which he has since received numerous patents for improvements and
which today is the most popular and most widely used of any similar

article in the world. His next invention and patent was the Weber
dental chair on which he has also many patented improvements. He
first manufactured and sold to agents, hut as each year brought added
demands he was compelled to enlarge his facilities for manufacturing
and found it advisable to form a corporation. Since then he has increased
his plant from time to time until it now occupies half a city block at

Cherry Avenue and Fourth Street, S. E. The company was organized
in 1907, and is a close corporation, with Mr. Weber as president and
general manager, and its market is the world, for until the outbreak of the

present European war at least 40 per cent of its product went to foreign

countries. Wherever dental work is done on the face of the globe, there

Weber dental goods are in use. Most of the leading dental colleges in

the world are equipped with Mr. Weber’s goods. He has invented and
patented devices outside of those connected with dentistry, all of which
he has sold, and has never patented, to use a trade expression, “a dead
one.”

Mr. Weber was elected to the Canton City Council in 1892 and served
one term. He is a member of the Canton Club, the Lakeside Country
Club, the Congress Lake Club, the Canton Chamber of Commerce and
the Elks, being a life member of the last named. Mrs. Weber, who was
Miss Mary E. Morris, was born in Columbiana County, Ohio, a daughter
of E. H. Morris, who was superintendent of the pattern department of
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C. Aultman & Company’s plant at Canton for many years. Four chil-

dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Weber: Helen, who is the wife

of R. Verne Mitchell, president of the United Securities Company, of

Canton; Miriam and Jeannette, who reside with their parents, and
Margaret, who died at the age of two years.

Peter L. Monter. One of the most important business interests of

Stark County is that of agriculture, the farmers of the county in general

being prosperous and contented citizens, enterprising and up to date

in their methods. A representative type of this class is the subject of

this memoir, Peter L. Monter, of Nimishillen Township, whose well cul-

tivated farm of forty-two acres is located on the Wick Point Road, at

the north end of Harrisburg. Mr. Monter is an agriculturist both by
inheritance and training and was born on his father’s farm one and a

half miles east of Harrisburg (now owned by Michael Maur) June 28,

1868. His parents were Louis and Louise (Moullen) Monter, and he

is a grandson of Frank Monter, a native of France, who came to America
when a young man, in pioneer days, locating in the French settlement

near Louisville, Stark County, Ohio.

Louis Monter, father of Peter L., was born in Nimishillen Township,
this county, in 1838. When the Civil war broke out he went to Indiana
and there enlisted in the Twentieth Indiana Infantry. Among the bat-

tles in which he took part was that of Gettysburg. He was wounded in

the hand by the fragment of a shell, and was in the hospital about sixty

days. His service lasted three years and twelve days, after which he

was mustered out and returned to Ohio. A short time afterwards he
married and went to farming on the parental homestead, working for

his father a year or two. He then bought the farm on which his son
Peter was born. This he sold in 1874 and moved to another place,

where he resided for some thirty years. At the end of that time he
sold his farm and moved to Harrisburg, where his death occurred Decem-
ber 24, 1910. He was a life-long member of St. Mary’s Church at Har-
risburg. His wife, Louise, who was born in Lexington Township, Stark
County, in 1845, is still living and resides with her daughter, Mrs.
Charles Gulling, at Harrisburg. This daughter, Rosa, and Peter L.,

the subject of this sketch, were their only children.

Peter L. Monter began agricultural life for himself on his father’s

farm in Marlboro Township in 1891 and continued there for seven
years. In 1908 he bought his present farm and in the same year erected
his fine modern residence and remodeled his large and commodious bam.
Energetic and progressive^ he keeps his place in good condition, his land
well cultivated, and has prospered in his undertakings, being now justly

classed among the representative citizens of his township. On Sep-
tember 13, 1894, Mr. Monter was united in marriage with Isabella Sni-
der, who was horn on the same day and in the same year as her hiishand,
the daughter of David and Eliza (Ringer) Snider. Her father, David
Snider, was born a few miles north of Louisville, and there spent his

life engaged in farming. During the war he was a member of Com-
pany K. Ohio Volunteer Infantry and took part in the siege of Vicks-
burg. He was first married to Eliza Ringer, who was horn on the old
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homestead of her father, Michael Ringer, in Marlboro Township. At
the time he married her she was a widow, her first husband having been
William Slusser, who died in the army. By him she had one son, Wil-
son, now a resident in Marlboro Township. She died December 8, 1875.

By her marriage to Mr. Snider she had four children
;

Isabella, now
]\Irs. IVIonter; Thaddeus, who lives on a farm located between Canton
and Louisville

;
Jennie, who married Adelbert Hisey, of Marlboro Town-

ship, and Lorena, who is the wife of Irvin Wenner, of Marlboro
Township. David Snider married for his second wife Eliza Kuepper,
who bore him four children, namely : Phoebe, who married Otis Bur-
get

;
Elsworth, a resident of Osnaburg Township

;
John, who lives in

Lake Township, and Lillie, who is unmarried. Mr. and Mrs. Monter
have no children. They have, however, an abundance of friends through-

out this part of the county and are people held in high esteem by their

neighbors.

The McLain Family has been in America since Colonial days, in

Ohio for almost a century, and in Stark County for over eighty years,

and for three generations has been prominent in banking, manufacture
and commerce in Massillon and Canton. The family came to America
direct from Scotland, prior to the Revolutionary war, and settled in

Pennsylvania. James McLain, great-grandfather of the present genera-
tion was the Ohio settler. He was a native of Green County, Pennsyl-
vania, was a miller liy trade, and removed his family to near New Lis-

bon, Columbiana County in 1820. He married Eleanor Evans.
John E. McLain, son of James and Eleanor McLain, and grandfather

of the present generation, was bom in Green County, Pennsylvania, in

July 15, 1814. In 1832 he came to Stark County and located in Massil-

lon, and became prominent in banking, and railroad building. He learned

blacksmithing in Massillon, and later became a member of the firm of

Knapp & McLain, manufactiu'ers of threshing machines. The firm sold

out in 1840, and Mr. McLain engaged in the transportation business in

the old Ohio canal and for three years operated a line of boats between
Cleveland and Portsmouth. Later on he superintended the erection of

the car shops at Massillon for Davenport, Russell and Company, and
still later superintended the erection of the Massillon Iron Company’s
plant, and became that company’s purchasing and selling agent. Dui'ing

that period he went in the paper business of the Iron Company and ulti-

mately, in order to save himself financial loss, he took over the business

and operated it for a time. In the fall of 1851 he completed the con-

struetion of this section east of Massillon of the old Ohio & Pennsylvania
Railway. (From the P. Ft. W. & C. Ry.) From 1849 to 1852 he was
engaged in carriage manufacturing in Massillon. In 1852 he became
interested with Henry L. Yesler, the pioneer lumber man of Puget Sound,
in the erection of a large sawmill at Seattle, AYashington. In 1855 he
entered private banking in Massillon. In 1862 he was appointed provost
marshal for Stark County and served until 1864. In 1869 he became
senior member of the firm of McLain & Hunt, private bankers. In 1875
he became president of the Pinion National Bank of Alassillon, and held
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that position, besides many other important interests in Massillon at the

time of his death.

On January 10, 1839, Mr. McLain married Eliza, the daughter of

Isaac Austin, of Massillon.

James H, McLain, son of John E. and Eliza McLain, was born in

Massillon, November 16, 1842. He died March 10, 1894. He began
his business career in 1861 as clerk in his father ’s dry goods store in

Massillon. In 1862 he became a member of the firm of Ricks & McLain,
which continued for five years. He was for six years a member of the

firm of McLain, Dangler & Company, and following that was for three

years in the Exchange National Bank of Massillon, and during that time
became interested in the White Sandstone Company, of Massillon. In
1876 he bought a half interest in the Crystal Spring Mill, under the firm

name of Justis & McLain. Later he bought two warehouses, and was a

half owner in the planing mill of McLain & Brown. Still later he en-

gaged in the manufacture of brick, and in 1886 he came to Canton and
established Canton’s first electric light plant, which he operated for

some time, then sold it to the Canton Electric Company. In the deal he
came into possession of the Canton Car plant, and later he organized the

J. H. McLain Machine Company, and engaged in the manufacture of

agricultural implements. In 1894 he incorporated the J. H. McLain
Company, and began the manufacture of heating apparatus of which
company he became president, and so continued until the time of his

death on March 9, 1894.

On August 3, 1865, Mr. McLain married Ellen M., daughter of

Rev. John Tonner, of Canton. She snrvives him.
John E. McLain, manufactu'''T, of Massillon and Canton was born

in Massillon on December 10, 1871, the son of the late James H. McLain.
He was educated in the Massillon schools, and in 1899 entered the First

National Bank of Massillon, where he spent three years. He became in-

terested in his father ’s business in Canton in 1902, and following the

death of his father became president of the J. LI. McLain Company, and
so continued. In 1902 he organized the Trolley Supply Comjiany of

Canton, manufacturers of street railway supplies, which was incorporated
the same year, and of which he is president. Mr. McLain is a member
of the Canton Chamber of Commerce, the Canton Club and Lakeside
Country Club. He maintains executive offices in Canton and his resi-

dence in Massillon.

Mr. McLain married Alice C. Burton, daughter of J. P. Burton, of

Massillon, and they have three children; Mary B., John E. Jr., and Wil-
iam Burton.

WilIjIAm E. Melbourne. For more than tliirty years has IMr. Mel-
bourne been engaged in business at Canton as a contractor and l)nildor

and he is today recognized as one of the leading and influential repre-

sentatives of this line of enterprise, in which he is now associated with
his younger brother, George F. S. Melbourne, as senior menflier of the
firm of Melbourne Brothers, which controls a large and im])ortant con-

tracting business and which has erected in Stark County many fine mod-
ern buildings, pulfiie, business and private, that stand as monuments to
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the ability of the members of the firm and indicate the confidence reposed

in them in the community. Of the junior member of the firm individual

mention is made on other pages of this work, and to the sketch of his

career reference may be made for further data concerning the success-

ful business and distinctive precedence of the two brothers in the im-

portant domain of building construction.

William E. Melbourne was born in Queens County, Ireland, on the

25th of February, 1862, and is a son of Henry and Jane (Sawyer) Mel-

bourne, both likewise natives of that fine old inland county of the Emer-
ald Isle. Henry Melbourne, who was born in the year 1823, became a

citizen of prominence and influence in his native county, where he con-

tinued to reside until his death, when well advanced in years. His
widow, who was born in 1827, died March 10, 1915. She was held in

affectionate regard by all who came within the compass of her gentle

influence. John Melbourne, grandfather of him whose name initiates

this article, likewise was a native of Queens County, where he passed

his entire life, the family genealogy tracing back to French-Huguenot
origin and the founders of the family in Ireland having fled from France
to And refuge from the religious persecutions which followed hard upon
the revoking of the historic Edict of Nantes.

William E. Melbourne was reared to years of maturity in his native

land and was afforded the advantage of excellent schools in his home
county, where he remained until 1882, when, at the age of twenty years,

he came to the United States and joined his elder brother, the late John
S. Melbourne, who was then a successful mason-contractor in the City

of Canton, Stai’k County, Ohio. Here William E. Melbourne effectively

fortifled himself as an expert artisan at the trade of stone mason, his

virtual apprenticeship having been served under the direction of his

brother. He Anally returned to the old home in Ireland, where he re-

mained until 1889, when he again came to Stark County and established

his residence in Canton, where he engaged in contracting and building

in an independent way and where his ability, enterprise and honorable
policies soon gained to him a representative supporting patronage.

Within the first two years of his individual activities as a contractor
he erected a number of buildings in Canton, including the public-school

building on East Fourth Street and Aultman Avenue, besides which he
made extensive repairs and completely remodeled the Bass Building.
Mr. Melbourne erected also the Sherer Building, the main building of

the Stark County workhouse, and the west section of the county court-

house. In 1891 he admitted to partnership in his well established busi-

ness his brother George F. S. Melbourne, and this effective alliance has
since continued. Mention of a number of the more important buildings

erected by the Melbourne Brothers since the formation of this partner-
ship will be found in the sketch dedicated to the junior member of the

Arm, elsewhere in this volume, so that a repetition of the data is not
demanded in the present connection.

Mr. Melbourne is an active member of the Canton Chamber of Com-
merce and takes lively interest in all that tends to advance the civic

and material prosperity and progress of the fine city that has long rep-

resented his home and to which his loyalty is unwavering. He is aligned
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as a supporter of the cause of the republican party, both he and his wife

are communicants of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and he is affil-

iated with Canton Lodge, No. 60, Free & Accepted Masons.
August 9, 1894, stands on record as the date of the marriage of Mr.

Melbourne to Miss Frances E. Waters, and who, like himself, is a na-

tive of Queens County, Ireland, where she was reared and educated,

their marriage, however, having been solemnized in Canton, Ohio. They
have six children : Frances Jane, Herbert Sidney, William Henry, Mil-

dred Edith, Aileen and Adelaide.

Jacob D. Wetter. During his residence of forty-six years, in Massil-

lon the late Jacob D. Wetter was known as a hard working clerk, then as

a merchant, and then, with the accumulated experience and resources

of his preparatory years, as a figure in the industrial development and
general commercial enterprise of this section of Ohio. He is remem-
bered as a man who honored every obligation, who bore an upright char-

acter in all his relations with his fellow men, and left his home city the

better for his having lived.

Jacob D. Wetter was a native of Switzerland, bom August 23, 1840,

a son of Andrew and Anna (Howenstein) Wetter. Andrew Wetter was
a weaver by trade, and in 1853 brought his family to the United States

and settled near Mount Eaton in Wayne County, Ohio. In that com-
munity he spent the rest of his life engaged in farming.

Jacob D. Wetter, one of a family of six children, all of whom reached
maturity, and three of them now living, was thirteen years old when
the family came to the United States, and nearly all his education was
the result of training received in the old country. At thirteen he hired
out for farm work at monthly wages, and continued for six years to sup-
port himself in that manner. Then came an accident, resulting in a
broken leg, and being incapacitated for physical labor he turned his

energies into another field. He was clerk in the postoffice and a general
store at Dalton in Wayne County for two years, and in 1862 arrived in

Massillon. His first years in that city were spent as a clerk in the store

of John G. Warwick, and he remained with that merchant until 1871.
In the meantime he had pursued a course of careful economy, and with
his accumulated capital finally entered a partnership with C. B. Ailman
and G. G. Gross, under the name Allman, Gross & Wetter, who estab-

lished the Beehive store at Massillon. This was one of the leading mer-
cantile establishments of the town for a number of years. In 1876 Mr.
Gross retired from the partnership, and it was then conducted under
the name Allman & Wetter until 1882, in which year Mr. Wetter sold
out to Mr. Allman. With his retirement from merchandising Mr. Wet-
ter turned his capital and enterprise into the development of coal lands
in this section of Ohio. He was associated with Hon. Anthony Howells,
J. C. Albright and E. J. Evans under the name Howells Coal Coinpajiy.
When the Howells Coal Company was organized, Mr. Wetter sold his
interests and then employed his capital in the sand and stone business.
Subsequently he became president and treasurer of the Wetter Sand &
Stone Company, and was also a director of the State Bank of Massillon.

Jacob D. Wetter died October 2, 1908, at Battle Creek, klichigan.
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where he had gone for medical treatment. He was a member of St.

John’s Evangelical Church, and served that society as its treasurer for

thirty-live years. With whatever movement he associated himself, it

was always with the full vigor of his personality and character, and
in such a way as to be of iDractieal benetit.

In 1870 Mr. Wetter married at Massillon Sophia J. Albright, who
was born in Massillon, daughter of Michael and Elizabeth Albright, who
were among the early settlers of Stark County. Mr. and Mrs. M^’etter

have one son, Albert M., born November 21, 1871, and died October 5,

1903. Mrs. A\Ytter is still living, and has her home at the corner of East
IMain and High streets in Massillon. She is one of the older members
of St. John’s Evangelical Church, and is known to the pople of Massillon

for her beautifid character and her many practical benevolences.

Albert M. A¥etter, the only son of his parents, though taken away by
death in his thirty-second year, had achieved a record that will long

cause him to be remembered in the business community and it was with
sincere sorrow and regret that his many friends and associates received

the intelligence of his demise. He received his education in the public

schools of Massillon, and had his first business experience in the coal

trade. He was always alert for opportunities, and finally invested his

capital in a circus, a venture which proved unprofitable, not through
mismanagement, Init on account of an unprecedented series of bad
weather that occurred soon after the enterprise started on the road. The
undertaking ended in a failure and a heavy loss to its proprietor, but

that misfortune was turned into fortune since it developed and awak-
ened his remarkable business talents and energy. Mr. Wetter then
turned to the sand and stone business, and with such success that he
was enabled eventually to pay every dollar of the indebtedness caused
by his previous venture and with a liberal rate of interest. That was a

demonstration of his keen regard for an obligation and established him
thoroughly in the confidence of all his business associates. At the time
of his death he was serving as president of the AYetter Steel Sand Com-
pany, was owner of the Massillon Sand & Stone Company of Barrs
Alii Is, and a director and one of the principal stockholders in the State
Bank of Alassillon, which had been organized only a few months priot to

his death. He was also a Knight Templar Mason, and a member of the

local lodge of Elks, and active in church work.

Charles N. Riblet. The present chief of the Canton Department
of Police is a tried and experienced officer, has seen upwards of twenty
years of active service with the Canton Police Department, and is a

man of the highest qualifications both personally and officially.

Charles N. Riblet was born on a farm in Ashland County, Ohio.
Alay 7, 1861, son of the late Emanuel and Margaret A. (Hanawalt)
Riblet. Both parents were natives of Pennsylvania, but were married
in Ashland County, Ohio, where both died. Chief Riblet grew up on a

farm, received a common school education, and developed both mind
and body by active contact with the work of the country iintil 1879.

In that year he began an apprenticeship at the blacksmithing trade,

and in 1881 came to Canton, where he entered the employ of the Canton
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Bridge Company. Efficiency and determination have been recognized
factors in Mr. Riblet’s character throughout all his relations with busi-

ness or with public office. He first entered the police department as a
patrolman in 1896. In 1899 his service brought him promotion to the

rank of sergeant, a title he held until May 7, 191-1. At that date he
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant and acting captain, and con-

tinued to discharge the duties of that rank until December 15, 1914.

He was then made acting chief, on January 1, 1915, was promoted to

provisional chief, and on April 1, 1915, was made permanent chief. He
has served in the department continuously for nineteen years and this

appointment as chief is all the comment that is necessary as to his record

and qualifications.

Mr. Riblet is a member of Nimishillen Lodge No. 39, I. 0. 0. P.,

Canton Encampment No. 112, Oliver Wendell Holmes Lodge No. 41,

Junior Order of United American Mechanics, the Home Guards of Amer-
ica and the National Union.

Mr. Riblet married Miss Carrie Schwartz, daughter of the late Rev.

Jacob Schwartz, a minister of the Evangelical Association in Canton.
To this union have been born four children : Ralph C., now teller in

the First National Bank of Canton
;
Ruth C., teacher in the Canton

public schools; Robert M., a draughtsman for the II. IT. Timken Com-
pany of Canton

;
and Esther M., a student in the high school.

Ira E. Sheets. One of the fine landed estates of Stark County is

that owned by Mr. Sheets, the same comprising 400 acres and being
situated in Plain Township. He has been one of the prominent and in-

fluential agriculturists and stockgrowers of his native county, having
made a specialty of the dairy business, in connection with which his

cream and milk products were shipped princi
2
)ally to the City of Can-

ton, and he is now living virtually retired in his beautiful and modern
brick residence just north of the Village of New Berlin and on the

Canton and Akron electric interurban line. He has achieved pro-

nounced success in his individual business operations, is in the veiy
prime of his manhood and finds ample demands upon his time and
attention in the general superwision of his splendid landed estate, so

that he has manifested no predilection for sybaritic ease. Mr. Sheets
is fully upholding the prestige of a name that has been signally promi-
nent and honored in connection with the civic and industrial develop-

ment and upbuilding of Stai’k County and his high standing in com-
munity affairs and as a citizen of sterling worth renders most consonant
the recognitioii accorded to him in tliis liistory of his native county.

,
Ira E. Sheets was born on the old homestead farm of his fathei’, in

Plain Township, this county, and the date of liis nativity was Septeml)er

10, 1871. He is a son of Emanuel C. and Lydia (Reece) Sheets, both

likewise natives of Plain Township, wliere the former was born in 1843
and the latter in 1849. Emanuel C. Sheets was a son of John and Polly

(Casler) Sheets, who were born in Pennsylvania and who came in an
early day from Lancaster County, that state, to ('stablish themselves
as pioneers of Stark County, Ohio. They settled in tlie midst of the

wilds of what is now Plain Township and here did well their i>art in
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the onerous work of development and progress, the while they endured
the full tension of vicissitudes and deprivations necessarily incidental

to life in a pioneer community. Here the grandparents of the subject

of this review passed the remainder of their lives, both having attained

to venerable age, and their names merit enduring place on the roll of

the sterling pioneers who were numbered among the founders and build-

ers of Stark County. The genealogy of the Sheets family traces back
to the staunchest of German origin and the original representatives of

the name in America settled in Pennsylvania in the colonial days.

Emanuel C. Sheets effectively carried forward the work instituted by his

honored father and with the passing years he became one of the sub-

stantial agriculturists and influential citizens of Stark County, where
both he and his wife passed their entire lives, secure in the high regard
of all who knew them, and both devout members of the Reformed
Church. Aside from their son, Ira E., of this review, they are survived
also by one daughter, Minnie, who is the wife of Ulysses S. Stover, of

Greentown, this county.

Reared to the sti;dy and invigorating discipline of the home farm,
Ira E. Sheets early learned the dignity and value of honest toil and en-

deavor, and in the meanwhile he made good use of the advantages
afforded in the Apple Grove District School and the New Berlin High
School, in which latter he was graduated when twenty-one years of age.

Thereafter he had the active management and supervision of the old

homestead farm of the family until his marriage, when he assumed full

control of the landed estate, which has long been known as one of the

best in the county, his present holdings comprising 400 acres, including
the land on which he erected, in 1912, his spacious and essentially mod-
ern brick residence, in which he is now living in retirement from the

active labors and responsibilities that had long engrossed his attention

and which is known as one of the leading centers of the representative

social activities of the community in which he has resided from the time
of his birth and in which his unallowed popularity sets at naught any
application of the scriptural aphorism that “a prophet is not without
honor save in his own country.” During his active association with
agricultural pursuits Mr. Sheets gave special attention to the raising

of highgrade live stock and incidental thereto was known as one of the

most successful representatives of the dairy business in the county, with
facilities of the most approved modern type.

In national politics Mr. Sheets gives his support to the republican

I>arty, but in local affairs he votes for men and measures meeting the

approval of his judgment, irrespective of partisan dictates. He is alive

to all that concerns the communal welfare and to the responsibilities

that success imposes, and thus is always ready to lend his co-operation

in the furtherance of measures and enterprises projected for the gen-

eral good. He is an active member of the New Berlin Grange, Patrons
of Husbandry, and he and his wife are communicants and liberal sup-

porters of Zion Reformed Church, at New Berlin.

On the 19th of May, 1896, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Sheets

to Miss Anna Olive Warstler, who was born and reared in Plain Town-
ship, a daughter of Christian Warstler, a prominent farmer and hon-
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ored citizen of this township, he and his father having been prominently
concerned in the founding of the Lutheran Church Society which
erected the Warstler Church, and which is still one of the thriving reli-

gious organizations of Plain Township. Mr. and Mrs. Sheets have one
daughter, Ethel Irene, who was born July 31, 1905.

Philip Loew. Than the lives of those who have risen from the

ranks and by unswerving integrity and continuous hard work have won
over all obstacles and reached a position of prestige, there is nothing
more interesting, more elevating or more encouraging. The sternest

opposition, bitter trials, difficulties apparently unsurmountable, sink

into mere shadows before energy, self reliance and ambitious' persever-

ance, and success, while it may long elude, is bound to come in time to

those who persistently and perseveringly strive for its attainment. The
career of Philip Loew, of Navarre, is one in which the qualities mentioned
have played an important part, for he entered upon his independent
career as a mere youth, without advantages and willing to accept his

start in a humble capacity. He has steadily risen, step by step, and is

now one of the leading merchants and bankers of his native city.

Philip Loew was born in the Village of Navarre, Stark County, Ohio,

December 4, 1857, and is a son of John and Margaret (Rhine) Loew.
His father was born in Hesse-Castle, Germany, October 11, 1830, a son
of Augustine and Elizabeth (Gnau) Loew, both natives of Germany.
John Loew received his education in the public schools of his native

land, and there as a youth learned the trade of cooper, a vocation which
he followed there until 1854. At that time, a young man of twenty-four
years, earnest and ambitious, he decided that there was but little future
for him in the fatherland, and therefore decided to try his fortunes in

the land across the sea. Accordingly, he emigrated to the Tbdted States

and settled at Navarre, in the thriving and growing community of Stark
County, Ohio, where he soon found profitable employment at his trade
and continued to be engaged in that line of business until 1869. In
that year, having accumulated sufficient capital from his earnings, he
decided to become the proprietor of a business enterprise of his own,
and accordingly entered the grocery business, a venture in which he
was eminently successful and in which he continued to be occupied
during the remainder of his active career. For a period of forty-five

years he was known as one of Navarre’s most successful merchants, and
during that time established a reputation as a man of the strictest

business integrity and personal probity. Advancing years caused his

retirement, in 1914, but he still takes an interest in business affairs and
his .iudgment is frequently consulted on matters of business importance.
To the public life of Navarre Mr. Loew contributed his services and
abilities as a .iustice of the peace, a capacity in which he acted for thirty

years, and throughout his incumbency he was accounted one of the most
capable and impartial officials of the county. He is a consistent member
of the Catholic Church, the faith of which be has lived. Mr. Loew was
married, in 1856, to Miss Marsraret Rhine, who was born in Stork
County, Ohio, in 1833. and died in 1859, leaving two children: Philip,

of this review; and Mary, who died at the age of six vears, in 1867.
Vol. Ill—

0
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Mr. Loevv was agaiu married, being united with Catherine Smith, and
to that union there was born one son, William, now deceased.

Philip Loew was reared at Navarre, was brought up to habits of

industry, and was educated in the public schools. He was but thirteen

years of age when he displayed his energy, ambition and industry by
starting to work in his father’s grocery, and there received an excellent

business training, particularly as to honesty and fidelity, under the

capable preceptorship of his father. In 1892, when ready to embark in

a business of his own, he formed a partnership with William G. Swaller,

an association which has proved mutually profitable and congenial, and
which, under the firm name of Loew & Swaller, is conducting one of the

leading mercantile establishments of the city. Various other business

enterprises have occupied Mr. Loew’s time and engaged his attention.

In 1907 he was one of the reorganizers of the Navarre Deposit Bank
Company, of which he has been a member of the board of directors to

the present time, and in 1915 was elected vice president of this institu-

tion, which is known as one of the most substantial and prosperous
among the banking concerns of the smaller communities of Stark County.
In 1914 he participated in the organization of the Navarre Baking
Company, which has grown and developed into one of the leading com-
panies in the manufacture of bakery goods and ice cream in the northern
part of the state. He continues as a director of this industry. Mr. Loew
is a prominent and influential democrat, and has been active in the

ranks of the party, but has not solicited personal favors at the hands of

the organization. However, he has always been ready to discharge the

duties of citizenship, and during his four years as township treasurer

and his several terms as a member of the town council displayed the

possession of executive capacity of a high order and an earnest desire to

aid his community to better things. Mr. Loew is a member of St.

Clement’s Catholic Church, and is affiliated with the Knights of St. John
and the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association.

Mr. Loew married Miss Clara Stetzel, who was born at Frederieks-

burgh, Ohio, but was living at Londonville, Ohio, at the time of their

marriage. Five children have been bom to this union, namely : Paul J.,

who is a well known young business man of Navarre
;
Ruth, who is the

wife of C. E. McCormick, of Akron, Ohio, and has one daughter, Vir-

ginia
;
Loretta, who is connected with the Navarre Deposit Bank

;
Marie,

who is engaged in teaching school and resides at the home of her
parents; and Isabelle, who is a teacher of music and also resides with

her parents.

Charles Bennett. For more than thirty years the name Bennett
has been associated in Canton with the contracting business. The late

William Bennett was an expert in the application of plastic materials

in building construction, and his successor in the business, Charles Ben-
nett, is one of the most successful contractors in brick, cement, plaster

and stucco work. Any contract Avith which the name Bennett has been
associated has the stamp of thoroughness and reliability and members
of this family have perfonned a most useful part in the local business

affairs of Canton.
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The present head of the business, Charles Bennett, was born at Can-
ton November 19, 1886, a son of William and Elizabeth A. .(Johns) Ben-
nett. His parents were both born in Little Torrington, England, were
married there, and after the birth of three children in their native

country they emigrated to the United States in 1882 and in the same
year located at Canton. For many years William Bennett continued
his business as a plaster contractor at Canton, and in that time finished

many of the city’s most prominent buildings. Among those that deserve

particular mention are the present courthouse, the Courtland Hotel, the

Auditorium, the Masonic Temple, the McCurdy Block, the Christian

Church and the United Brethren Church. William Bennett died April

21, 1913, at the age of sixty-one, and his widow passed away July 5,

1914, at the age of sixty-hve.

In the city of his birth Charles Bennett grew to manhood, gained
his education in the public schools, and even before leaving school had
learned many of the practical details of his father’s business. At the

age of seventeen having left school, he took regular employment under
his father, and in 1910 was made a partner in the firm of Bennett & Son.

After the death of his father he assumed full charge of the business, and
has perfected an organization for the successful handling of contracts

of almost any magnitude in brick, cement, plastering and stucco work.
Among the contracts which testify to his skill and l)usiness ability since

the death of his father, were the following; Charles Kepplinger’s resi-

dence; 0. W. Renkert’s residence; the W. E. Palmer Block; the office

for the American Tin Plate and Sheet Company
;
the Greek Orthodox

Chiu’ch
;
the Allen Street and Summit Street public schools; the Chris-

tian Science Church, besides many other buildings.

Mr. Bennett is a member of the Canton Builders Exchange and is

affiliated with the Loyal Order of Moose. He married Miss Minnie L.

Hart. Mrs. Bennett was born in Canton and is a daughter of Louis
Hart.

Edw^vrd Bernhart Hansen. Though comparatively a new comer
to Stark County, the business enterprise and civic popularity of Edward
B. Hanson has made him well known not only in Canton, where he now
has an office and successful business as an insurance and bond dealer,

but throughout the county.

Edward Bernliart Hansen was born in Schleswig-Holstein, Ger-
many, November 14, 1879, a son of Lorenz and Margaret (Ingvertsen)

Hansen, both of whom were born in the same part of what is now the

German Empire. The family in 1894 emigrated to the United States,

there being eight children besides the iiarents, and later two more chil-

dren were boni. The family went west to Tilden, Nebraska, and the

father, liaving been a farmer in Germany continued in the same voca-

tion in the comparatively new State of Nebraska, and houglit a farm
near Tilden. That state has been his home for tlie past twenty years,

though at the time of tliis writing, in October, 1914, he is visiting his

old home in Schleswig-Holstein. The mother died in Nebraska about a

year and a half ago. All the children are still living, and tlie family
are communicants of the German Red’ormed Chm*ch.
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Edward B. Hansen was about sixteen years of age when he came
with other members of the family to America, and most of his education
had been acquired in Germany, but he also attended a country school in

Nebraska, and subsequently was a student in the University of Nebraska
and graduated from a business college at Lincoln in that state. Prior
to his college career he worked two years in a store at Meadow Grove,
Nebraska, and after leaving college returned to the same employment
and somewhat later set up in general merchandising for himself at Tilden,

under the firm name of Hansen & Ringer. This firm later became Han-
sen & Ruegge, and still later was under his individual name as E. B'.

Hansen. IMr. Hansen gained a thorough knowledge and considerable

success as a Nebraska merchant, but finally sold out his business and in

.1907 moved to >Stark County, locating at Beach City. For some time
Mr. Hansen was employed by the Garber Brothers Company at Stras-

burg, in their large department store, but in March, 1909, removed to

Canton and has been actively identified with that city for the past five

years. He was first employed in the Canton Brush & Broom Factory,

and was manager of the factory until 1913. Leaving that concern he

opened an office for insurance and bond handling in the City National
Bank Building, and though one of the younger business men of Canton
is well established and evidently has a successful career before him.

In 1914 Mr. Hansen, who has for some time been interested in poli-

ties, presented his name at the primaries as aspirant for the nomina-
tion to the State Senate from the senatorial district comprising the coun-

ties of Stark and Carroll. He was chosen at the primaries, and this was
a special mark of popularity given to a man whose home and business

relations with this county have covered only a few years. Mr. Hansen
is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Modern
Woodmen of America, and is a member of several German societies. At
Beach City in Stark County in 1907 he married Lulu Emma Stahl. She
was born at Winesburg in Holmes County, Ohio, daughter of Charles

Stahl. Mr. and Mrs. Hansen have two children : Louise Stahl Hansen
and Elizabeth Hansen. The family are members of the Trinity Re-

formed Church.

Edward M. Ertle. In the compilation of this publication it has

been specially gratifying to accord recognition to such an appreciable a

percentage of the native sons of Stark County who have remained
within its gracious borders and here found ample opportunity for

effective endeavor in connection with varied vocations of representative

character. To such distinction the present able, forceful and popular
chief of police of the City of Massillon is fully entitled, and he it is

whose name initiates this paragraph.
Edward Martin Ertle, present head of the Massillon Police Depart-

ment, was born in the Village of West Brookfield, this county, on. the

20th of April, 1862, a date that indicates that the family name is not

without pioneer honors of a relative order. He is a son of Martin and
Barbara (Hemberger) Ertle, both natives of the Kingdom of Bavaria,

Germany, where the former was born on the 21st of April, 1821, and
the latter in the year 1832, their marriage having been solemnized in
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the old edifice of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Massillon, in which city

they passed the closing years of their lives, the father having passed

away in 1887 and the mother in 1897. Of the ten children eight are

living.

Martin Ertle was reared and educated in his native land and was
about twenty-one years of age when he severed the ties that bound him
to home and fatherland and set forth to seek his fortunes in America.
He made the voyage on a sailing vessel of the type common to the trans-

Atlantie traffic of that dav and forty-two days elapsed ere the vessel

dropped anchor in the port of New York City, in the year 1842. Prom
the national metropolis Mr. Ertle soon came to Stark County, Ohio, and
established his residence in the little hamlet of West Brookfield, and
there he showed his versatility of mechanical ability by working at his

trade of cooper during the winter seasons and as a stonemason during
the intervening summei’s. He finally removed with his family to Massil-

lon, and here he became a successful retail grocer, besides showing marked
public spirit and being known and honored as one of the sterling citizens

of the county. Both he and his wife were most zealous and devout com-
municants of the Catholic Church and w'ere active in the work and
support of the parish of St. Mary’s Church, of which he served as sec-

retary for twenty-one years, besides being actively affiliated with St.

Joseph’s Society, a Catholic organization. In politics he was an ardent
advocate of the principles and policies of the democratic party.

The chief of police of Massillon acquired his early education in the

parochial school of St. Mary’s Church and as a youth he learned the
cooper’s trade under the punctilious and effective direction of his father.

At intervals thereafter he continued to work at his trade for a number
of years, was for some time identified wdth the meat-market business,

and finally he engaged in the grocery business in Massillon, in associa-

tion with his father, this alliance continuing about five years. In 1888
he here engaged in the retail liquor business, from which he retired after

a period of about two years and turjied his attention to the meat-market
business, in which he continued to be engaged until 1894, wdien he became
a member of the police force of Massillon. With this department of

the municipal government and service he has since continued to be
identified, and his able and discriminating discharge of the duties de-

volving upon him led finally to his advancement to his present important
post, that of chief of the department, an office of which he has been the
incumbent since May 28, 1903. He has thoroughly systematized the
work of the department, has evolved an excellent discipline of just and
considerate order, and has the friendship and good will of his subordi-
nates, who give him earnest co-operation, besides having secure place
in the confidence and esteem of the comnmnity which he serves. Chief
Ertle is a member of the International Association of Police Chiefs and
a member of the Ohio State Police Association, of which he served as

president in 1911. He is a democi^at of unfaltei'ing loyalty, he and his

wife are communicants of the Catholic Church, and he is affiliated with
the following named fraternal organizations in his home city: Massillon
Council, No. 5.74, Knights of Columbus; Comnianderv No. 51, Knights
of St. John; Massillon Lodge. No. 441, Benevolent & Proteclive Order
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of Elks; and Massillon Aerie, No. 190, Fraternal Order of Eagles;
besides which he is identified also with other social and civic organiza-
tions in Massillon.

September 28, 1888, marked the solemnization of the marriage of
Mr. Ertle to Miss Susan Garver, who likewise was born at West Brook-
field, this county, and they have two children,—Grace, who remains at
the parental home, and Gertrude, who is the wife of John Miminger.

William J. Pontius. A scion of one of the old and prominent fam-
ilies of Stark County, Mr. Pontius is a man of energy, initiative ability

and progressiveness, has made his influence potent along many lines in
his native county and state and is to be consistently designated as one
of the essentially representative citizens of Stark County. Mr. Pon-
tius owns and resides upon his fine farmstead, in Plain Township,
and the same is the place of his nativity, since here he was bom on
the 13th of January, 1865, a son of Andrew and Sarah J. (Correll)

Pontius, long numbered among the most honored citizens of the
county, within whose gracious borders they continued to reside until

their death. Passing his boyhood days under the invigorating influences

of the home farm, Mr. Pontius is indebted to the Plain Center School
for his early educational discipline, and this was effectively supple-

mented by a course in Mount Union College, in the City of Alliance,

and by an effective course in the Canton Business College. After leav-

ing the latter institution Mr. Pontius assumed the position of money-
order clerk in the Canton postoffice, in which he was later promoted to

the office of assistant postmaster, a position of which he continued the

incumbent two years. The following period of about one year was
given to service as bookkeeper in the office of one of the leading business

men of the City of Canton and he then returned to the home farm, upon
which he has since continued to reside and of which he is now the

owner, this finely improved estate comprising eighty acres.

After giving his attention principally to diversified agriculture for

several years Mr. Pontius began his noteworthy operation in the conduct-

ing of a high-grade dairy farm and business. In this connection he

bred and raised two fine herds of Jersey cattle of the best type, and
thus effected a basis for the successful breeding of Jersey cows in Stark

County, his father-in-law, Moses Clay, having likewise been a prominent
figure in the furthering of this special line of industrial enterprise in

Stark County, where he purchased the stock and business of Ira M.
Allen, who was the real pioneer of the Jersey cattle industry in the

county. Mr. Pontius built up a very successful dairy business, kept

his equipment and facilities up to the highest standard at all times and
continued his active association with this important line of enterprise

for a period of twenty years. On the 3d of March, 1915, he disposed of

this prosperous business, and is nov/ engaged in general farming, though

he retains the nucleus of another fine herd of Jersey cattle. He has

been a recognized leader in connection with modern and progressive

husbandry in Ohio, and has been specially prominent in the affairs of

the Patrons of Husbandry, to the organization work of which he has

given much time and attention since 1907, six years of this period
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having shown to his credit excellent results from his service as deputy
state master for Stark County of the Ohio State Grange. His civic

loyalty has been further shown through his earnest efforts and liberality

in the furtherance of general agriculture and fruit-growing in his

native county, and on his farm he has an excellent apple orchard of

about ten acres, the same being given careful attention and the best

scientific methods and facilities being utilized in the propagation of

fruit that will enable Ohio to compete favorably with the leading apple-

growing sections of the Union. He is at the present time, 1915, treasurer

of the Stark County Agricultural Society and has done much to con-

serve the success of its annual fairs and exhibitions.

The intrinsic public spirit of Mr. Pontius has found another benig-

nant exemplification through his active association with the educational

interests of his home township and county. He has been a valued mem-
ber of the Plain Township school board during the entire period that its

constituent personnel has comprised five members and since 1913 he
has served as president of the board, besides which he is a member of

the school board of Stark County, a post to which he was elected for

the five-year term, and of which he has been president since the time
the board was organized.

In the domain of polities the prominence of Mr. Pontius in this

section of the state is shown by his retention of membership on the

Stark County Democratic Central Committee and by his earnest efforts

to further the party success and prestige through presenting of the

most worthy and eligible candidates for office and through the adoption
of policies that will prove of benefit to the people at large. In a fra-

ternal way he is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias and the Loyal
Order of Moose, and in a business way his interests are amplified

through his being a stockholder and director of the Commercial & Sav-
ings Bank of Canton.

On the 26th of November, 1890, was solemnized the marriage of

Mr. Pontius to Miss Emma E. Clay, who was born in Jackson Township,
this county, a daughter of Moses Clay, and who was summoned to the

life eternal on the 9th of September, 1908. She is survived by six

children, namely : Ruth E., Ethel K., Robert W., Eunice E., Rebecca M.,

and Mildred E. On the 22d of December, 1910, Mr. Pontius wedded
Mrs. Emma Van Horn, no children having been born of this marriage.

Frank X. Paumier. In Mr. Paumier the agricultural interests of

Stark County has a representative who has spent practically his entire

life within the borders of the county. His work has been of special

value in the northern part of the county, where is located his fine farm
of one hundred twenty-five acres, situated within the corporate limits

of the City of Louisville. He recalls this section of the state as it was
in his boyhood, and since then he has witnessed many remarkable trans-

formations, including the development of a wilderness into one of the
most fertile and productive agricultural localities of the state, and also

in that time it has become a center of education, religion and public
spirited citizenship. His own eontribulion to this advancement has been
not inconsiderable, and lie has developed several fine farm properties
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and has also given long years of faithful service to the improvement of

educational standards in this part of the county.

Rorn on the old Paumier farm in Osnaburg Township of Stark
County October 24, 1839, Frank Xavier Paumier is a son of the late

Xavier and Mary (Faiver) Paumier. His father, a native of Prance,

came to America in young manhood locating in Osnaburg Township just

across the Nimishilleii Township line. About a year after his arrival he
married Miss Mary Faiver, who was also a native of France and a

daughter of Joseph Faiver. Xavier Paumier had come to America in

the same vessel with Joseph Faiver and family, and was employed on
the Faiver homestead for some time. Later Xavier Paumier accumulated
sufficient capital to become a landholder on his own account. His first

farm was located just east of Belfort in Osnaburg Township, across the

township line from the Favier farm. In 1854 he bought the farm now
located in the corporate limits of Louisville which his son Prank X.
owns and occupies. Xavier Paumier continued to reside in this locality

throughout the remaining years of his life and became one of the most
prominent and influential citizens in this community. At his death he
was the owner of the original homestead place, the F. X. Paumier farm
and the Lawrence Paumier farm, and was regarded as one of Nimishil-

len Township’s well-to-do men. He was a consistent member and com-
municant of the St. Louis Roman Catholic Church to which the mem-
bers of his family also belonged.

Prank X. Paumier grew to manhood in the two decades preceding
the war, and besides such training as came to him from the public

schools near his father’s home he was well disciplined in all the arts and
methods of farm work. Thus on coming to manhood he adopted farming
as his vocation, and has relied upon it as his chief business in life, though
he has never been known to neglect the interests of his community, and
has accepted such responsibilities as come to every public spirited citizen.

He lived with his father until 1866, when he married, and after the

death of his father he bought the home farm of one hundred twenty-five

acres on which he has continued to carry on general farming and stock

raising until the present time.

Amos C. Myeks. Commencing life on his own resources, with no
advantages save a district school education and inherent business ability,

Amos C. Myers has worked his way to a position among the substantial

men of Greentown. He has displayed the possession of versatile talents

in a business way, his earlier years having been passed as a carpenter,

contractor and builder, vocations which he first followed when he came
to Greentown in 1897. Later, under the name of A. C. Myers, he estab-

lished a furniture and undertaking establishment, of which he continues

to be the proprietor, while at present he is also the directing head of the

hardware and implement concern of A. C. Myers & Son, an enterprise

which has met with the same success that has rewarded his other

ventures.

Amos C. Myers was bom June 7, 1864, at Uniontown P. 0., Summit
County, Ohio, and is a son of Charles and Elizabeth (Prank) Myers.
His grandfather was John Myers, who was born in Lancaster County,
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Pennsylvania, and who about the year 1845 removed with his family to

Summit County, Ohio, where he passed the remaining years of his life

in shoemaking. Charles Myers received a common school education, and
under the preeeptorship of his father learned the shoemaker’s trade in

his youth, a vocation which he followed until about the age of forty-five

years, when he turned his attention to farming and stockraising, occupa-

tions in which he was engaged until the time of his death, at the age

of sixty-four years. Mrs. Myers died at the age of seventy-six years.

They were the parents of three sons and three daughters, as follows:

Wilson, who is married and resides at Lake P. 0., Stark County; Lycur-
gus, who married and resides in the City of Cleveland; Amos C., of this

review; Sarah Jane, who is the wife of William Etter and resides at

Springfield, Ohio; Julia, who is the wife of Jeff Nunnemaker, of Akron;
and Carrie, who married Charles Etter and resides at Hartville, Ohio.

The district schools of Summit County furnished Amos C. Myers
with the foundation of his education, which has since been supple-

mented by reading, observation and practical -experience. As a youth
he learned the trade of carpenter and gradually drifted into the con-

tracting and building business, which he followed for about fourteen
years. He also passed about two years in the cabinetmaking business

at Akron, from which city he came to Greentown, in 1897, this city since

having been his home. After two years passed as a carpenter and builder,

Mr. Myers entered business circles as a merchant, establishing a furni-

ture and undertaking establishment under the firm name of A. C. i\lyers.

Under his management, this venture proved a success, growing and de-

veloping into one of the leading establishments of its kind in the city.

In 1914, in association with his son, he established a hardware store,

under the style of A. C. Myers & Son, carrying a full line of shelf and
heavy hardware, agricultural implements, etc. The new business has
enjoyed a satisfying trade and is rapidly growing under the stimulus of

its proprietor’s energetic and well-directed elforts. Mr. Myers bears an
excellent reputation in business circles of Greentown, and has the con-
fidence and good will of a wide circle of friends.

Mr. Myers married Miss Laura Ellen Wise, the estimable daughter of
D. J. Wise, and a member of one of the old and honored families of Lake
Township, Stark County, where for many years Mr. Wise was one of the
most extensive farmers and stockmen and leading wool men of the county.
Mr. and Mrs. Myers are the parents of three children: Park G., now
twenty-six years of age, who is a graduate of Greentown High School and
of Mount Union College of Alliance, who is now associated with his

father in the hardware business at Greentown, and also is engaged in the
automobile business at Sharon, Pennsylvania

;
Roy K., now twenty-

two years of age, who attended the Greentown High Scliool and is a grad-
uate of the Canton Actual, and is in partnership with his father in the
hardware business; and Willard D., thirteen years old, who is attending
Greentown High School. Mr. Myers is a democrat in his political views,
and generally accorded one of the active and influential men of his party
at Greentown. He has at various times been called upon to serve his
community in positions of public trust and has ably discharged tlie duties
of township treasurer, school director and i)resident of the school board.
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He is fraternally affiliated with the local lodge of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, and he and the members of his family belong to the

Alethodist Episcopal Church.

George N. Wenger, M. D. An able and representative physician and
surgeon of the younger generation in his native county, Doctor Wenger is

engaged in the successful general practice of his profession at Canton,
where his technical skill, close application and unqualified personal popu-
larity have enabled him to build up a substantial and important practice

and to achieve unequivocal prestige in the exacting vocation of his choice.

Dr. George Newton Wenger was born on the old family homestead
farm in Canton Township, 3i/o miles southwest of the City of Canton, and
the date of his nativity was April 29, 1885. He is a son of William H.
and Catherine (Snively) Wenger, who still reside on their fine farm and
who are repi’esentatives of old and honored families of Stark County.
William H. Wenger was born near Orrville, Wayne County, Ohio, in

1860, and was but two years of age when he came with his widowed
mother to Stark County, where he was reared and educated and where
he has continued to maintain his home during the long intervening years,

—years marked by earnest and fruitful endeavor on his part, as shown
by the fact that he has long been numbered among the substantial agri-

culturists and honored citizens of Canton Township. His father, Joseph
Wenger, was a native of Pennsylvania and came thence to Wayne
County, Ohio, where his death oecuimed in 1863. The widowed mother,
after her removal to Canton Township, Stark County, finally became the

wife of John Bancker, one of the sterling and well known pioneer citizens

of the county, and here they passed the residue of their lives. The mother
of Doctor Wenger was born in Perry Township, this county, and is a
daughter of the late John Snively, a native of Pennsylvania and an early

settler of Stark County, where he was a representative of that fine Ger-
man element that has played a most important part in the civic and in-

diistrial development and upbuilding of this favored section of the Buck-
eye State.

Like many another who has achieved definite success in professional

activities, Doctor Wenger found the days of his childhood and youth
compassed by the invigorating influences of the farm, and his rudimen-
tary education was acquired in the district schools of Canton Township.
In 1905 he was graduated in the high school in the City of Canton, and
in preparation for the work of his chosen profession he was matriculated

in the old and well conducted Medical College of Ohio, in the City of

Cincinnati, an institution in which he was graduated as a member of

the class of 1909 and from which he received his degree of Doctor of

Medicine. For the purpose of gaining varied and valuable clinical ex-

perience Doctor Wenger thereafter served one year as house physician

in the German Deaconess Hospital, in the same city, after which he be-

came assistant to Dr. E. Gustav Zeinke, professor of obstetrics in the

j\Iedical College of Ohio. He thus continued to be identified with the

corps of instructors of his alma mater for one year, at the expiration of

which, in 1911, he engaged in the general practice of his profession in

tlie City of Canton, where his success has been above that achieved by
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the average young physician in the early period of practice. He is a

member of the pathological staff of Aultman Hospital, of which position

he has been the incumbent since 1912, and he has the further distinction

of being medical examiner in Stark County for the Ohio State Industrial

Commission. The doctor continued a close and appreciative student of

the best in the standard and periodical literature of his profession, and
is in active affiliation with the Stark County Medical Society and the

Ohio State Medical Society, besides which he holds membership in the

local organizations of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the

Fraternal Order of Eagles. His name is still enrolled on the list of

popular young bachelors in Stark County.

Paul August Joliat. A resident of Stark County since boyhood,
and of Canton for more than a quarter of a century, a contractor and
builder whose work is exemplified in hundreds of structures including

business and public blocks and private residences, a citizen of broad pub-
lic spirit and with a devotion to the welfare of his community which
equals his material prosperity, Mr. Joliat is one of the older and like-

wise best known men of Canton.
Paul August Joliat was born on a farm in Wayne County, Ohio, Au-

gust 2, 1854, son of Peter Joseph and Susan (Membray) Joliat. His
parents were both born in Switzerland, were married in that country,
and emigrated to the United States in 1852. As soon as they landed
they made their way at once to the French settlement in Wayne County,
Ohio, where Peter Joliat bought a small tract of land and began a career

of thrifty and industrious citizenship. In his native land he had ac-

quired the art of carpenter, and became a carpenter contractor in Wayne
County. In 1865 the family moved to a farm in Stark County about
two miles east of Louisville, where the father continued farming and died
on his homestead in 1878 in his fifty-eighth year. His wife passed away
in 1906 at the age of eighty-seven. Their children were named as fol-

lows : Sebastian, who was born in Switzerland and is now living in Alli-

ance, Ohio; Josephine, also a native of Switzerland, who died in 1908
as the wife of Peter Buchart

;
Celestine, born in Switzerland and the

wife of Joseph Menegay of Canton; Paul August; Victor, who was born
in Wayne County and is now a Stark Coiuity farmer.

Paul A. Joliat grew up on a farm, attended tlie public schools of
Wayne and Stark counties, but since the age of eighteen has been actively
identified with a trade and business. He learned the carpenter’s trade
in Louisville, worked as a journeyman, and also began as a contractor
at Louisville. In the spring of 1887 IMr. Joliat moved his home and busi-

ness headquarters to Canton, locating in the northeast part of the city

in the second ward, which has been his home ever since. At Canton he
rapidly developed a large business as a contractor, and it would not be
difficult to compile a long list showing his substantial achievements in this
field. Among the more important buildings constructed through his

agency are the Dannenmiller wholesale groc('ry block, the Clark block,

the St. Peter’s and St. John’s parochial schools, and all the buildings of
the Berger Manufacturing Company. Mr. Joliat has for twenty-one
years continuously been the contractor for this company, and there has



850 HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY

possibly never been a time when he has not had some building under
way for the company.

For the past fifteen years Mr. Joliat has been actively identified with
public affairs, particularly those connected with municipal government.
In 1899 he was elected as a democrat from the second ward to the Can-
ton City council and was re-elected in 1901, serving two full terms. In
1913 he was the successful candidate for election as councilman at large.

In 1914 he was given a place on the democratic ticket as candidate for

county commissioner.
i\Ir. Joliat is a member of St. John’s Catholic Church, and affiliates

with the Fratenial Order of Eagles, the German Alliance, and for the

past fourteen years has been president of the French Society. On May
14, 1867, Mr. Joliat married at Louisville Sophia LaMielle, who was born
in Stark County, daughter of Nicholas and Eclicia (Monot) LaMielle.
Both her parents were natives of France, but settled many years ago
in the Louisville district of Stark County. To* the marriage of Mi', and
I\Irs. Joliat have been bom the following children: Charles Nicholas,

who is connected with the Stark Rolling Mills at Canton and married
Anna Millhoof

;
Rose, who married Philip Baldoff of Massillon, has three

boys, Paul, Robert and Charles; Edith, who married Joseph P. Grosser
of Canton, and has a daughter Mildred

;
Dorothy, who lives at home with

her parents.

Charles AY. Bonstedt. Among the men well known in connection
wdth the grain business of Ohio, one of those whose long connection with
this industry has given him prominence is Charles AY. Bonstedt, now a
resident of Aultman, Stark County. For a period of thirtj^-seven years
he has devoted his energies to this line of business activity, and during
this time has endeavored on all occasions to contribute to the maintenance
of its reputation and the elevating of its standards.

Charles AY. Bonstedt was born in the City of Akron, Ohio, November
11, 1857, and is a son of the late Charles W. Bonstedt. His father, a

native of Clausthal, Germany, was born in 1825, and was a young man
when he emigrated to the United States, having realized that opportuni-

ties for advancement here were more favorable than in the Fatherland.

For a number of years he was in charge of a large tobacco business at

Baltimore, Maryland, but in 1855 disposed of his interests there and came
to Ohio, taking up his residence at Akron where he first went to work as

clerk in Ferdinand Schumacher’s grocery store and through steady ap-

plication and faithful performance of duty earned his employer’s esteem

and confidence and was soon advanced to bookkeeper. Mr. Bonstedt

applied himself assiduously to mastering all the details of the business,

and also carefully saved his earnings, and in 1863 became his employer’s

successor in the ownership of the business by purchase. He continued

to conduct this store with success until 1875, when he sold the business to

John Terrass. In the .same year Air. Bonstedt engaged in the limestone

business at A'larblehead, near Sandusky, Ohio, although he continued to

maintain his residence at Akron, but this enterprise was disposed of in

1876, when he again engaged in the grocery business at Akron as senior

member of the firm of Bonstedt & Kreuder, an association which eon-
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tinued until 1882. In that year Mr. Bonstedt purchased the entire

business and of this he was the directing head until his death, Novem-
ber 19, 1890. .

Mr. Bonstedt was active and prominent in business circles of Akron
for many years. lie was one of the organizers of the Retail Grocers’
Association, of which organization he was the first president, and also

served in the capacity of vice president for a number of years. lie

was a prominent member of the Akron Merchants’ Association, and took

an active part in the organization of the Akron Board of Trade. He
was one of the oldest members of the Akron Liedertafel, and was, in

fact, in every way one of Akron’s best known and most popular German
citizens for many years. On the day of his funeral, in honor and respect

for Mr. Bonstedt, all the Akron retail groceries wei’e closed, in order that

all could attend the burial services.

]\Ir. Bonstedt and Ferdinand Schumacher had been acquainted in the

old eounti’y, and it was while he was a clerk for Mr. Schumacher that

the latter gentleman embarked in the H)atmeal business at Akron, he
subsequently becoming the original oatmeal manufacturer of the West.
Mr. Bonstedt was on the road for Mr. Schumacher for a time, and was
also interested otherwise in that industry.

In 1856 I\Ir. Bonstedt was united in marriage with Miss Augusta P.

Boyer, who was horn in Germany, and came to America when she was
seventeen years of age and to them there were horn the following chil-

dren ; Charles W.
;
Ferdinand, a civil engineer engaged in irrigation

work in the employ of the United States Government, now stationed at

Okanogan, Washington State
;
Adolph, connected with the Firestone Rub-

ber Company at Akron
;
A^ictor, also with that concern

;
Herman, who is

chief clerk in the main offices of the Quaker Oats Companjq at Akron;
William H., who died in 1910; Prank, a civil engineer; Louis, who was
a member of the Chicago Board of Trade, and died in 1913

;
and Augusta

F., who is the wife of Prank Apt, a prominent official of the Quaker
Oats Company at Chicago.

Charles W. Borstedt was reared at Akron, where he attended the

public schools, and as a boy displayed his industry and ambition by
working in his father’s grocery. He furthered his education in the

meantime by two terms of study at Buchtel College and a course at a
commercial school, and iii 1878 left his father’s employ to enter the

Quaker Oats mill, conducted by Mr. Schumacher. In 1880 he moved
to Greentown to take charge of Greentown Elevator B, of the Quaker
Oats Company, and from that time to the present has continued to be
connected with the same industry. Among his business associates he
is accounted a man of executive ability, keen .pidgment and foresight,

a man of the highest commercial integrity and personal probity. He is

a member of the Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias ami Ihe Eagles, and
for years has held membership in 1lic Akron Liedertafel, one of the

oldest German singing societies in Ohio.

Mr. Bonstedt was married to Miss Jennie M. Howes, who was born
at Akron, Ohio, July 28, 1858. a daughter of William Howes, a pioneer
resident of that city. Four children were horn to this union : Claude
and Maude, twins, horn in 1880, the former of whom died in June, 1913,
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while tlie latter is the wife of Louis Mueller, of Akron, superintendent
of the Buckeye Rubber Company

;
Adolph, who died at the age of eleven

yeai-s
;
and Arno, who was ten years old at the time of his death.

J. Creighton Neely. The president of the J. C. Neely & Company,
manufacturers and dealers in flour, feed, grain, seed, building material,

etc., at Canton, tbough a very young man, not yet thirty, has had a long
and varied, and on the whole, successful business experience, out of

w'hich have been evolved his present high standing in business affairs at

Canton and a large acquaintance with business men and business condi-

tios throughout the State of Ohio.

He belongs to two well known old Carroll County families. Mr.
Neely himself was born at Carrollton, Ohio, August 24, 1886. His father,

James R. Neely, was born in Carroll County in 1857. He completed his

education at the Ohio Northern University at Ada, and in Mount Union
College, and for several years was a teacher. On leaving school work
he was elected clerk of Carroll- County and was twice re-elected to the

same office. During the Spanish-American w^ar he served on Governor
Bushnell’s staff as assistant adjutant general of Ohio. His work while
in that office made him well and favorably known at Columbus and over
tbe state at large, but on retiring from the position he moved to his

farm at Malvern, in Carroll County, and subsequently went to Akron,
where he died February 10, 1910. James R. Neely married Laura Creigh-
ton. She was bom in Columbiana County, Ohio, daughter of Thomas M.
Creighton. The latter received seven elections to the office of county
commissioner of Carroll County.

J. Creighton Neely, while he left school when still young, gained
a really liberal education. He was in schools at Carrollton, Columbus,
Malvern, and also attended the Carnegie Technical Institute at Pitts-

burg. "When only fourteen years of age he became self supporting by
hard labor in a brick yard at Malvern. For several years Mr. Neely’s

experience was with the great industries in the Pittsburg district, first

as an employee for the AVestinghouse Company at Pittsburg, and later

with the Carnegie Company. Then he went on the road as sales agent

over Ohio for the Portland Cement Company.
With this general experience in business affairs and after two years

as a salesman for the cement company, he bought out the firm of William
Barber & Son at Canton, dealers in grain, feed, builders materials, etc.

The partner in that transaction was George Weeks. They continued

the business together under the old firm name for six months, and Mr.
Weeks then sold his share in the enterprise to Edwin Ferrell, after

which the firm became Neely & Ferrell. August 1, 1913, Mr. Neely
acquired his partner’s interest and then incorporated the J. C. Neely
& Company, of wdiich he became president. He has directed the busi-

ness very successfully, and bas made it one of the largest concerns of

its kind for the handling of the supplies already mentioned.

Fraternally Mr. Neely is affiliated with the Masonic Order, the Benev-
olent and Protective Order of Elks, and with the United Commercial
Travelers and the Commercial Travelers of America.

His wife before her marriage w'as Lillian F. Curry of Minerva, Ohio.
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Her father, A. L. Curry, was one of the original owners of the Minerva
Paving Brick Company, and is now associated with the Metropolitan
Brick Company of Canton. Mr. and Mrs. Neely have a family of three

children: Virginia Athens, Jack Curry and Harriet Jayne.

Henry W. Foster. There is a great deal of consistency in Mr.
Foster’s position as head of the municipal government of Navarre. He
is one of the oldest merchants of the village, has been identiiied with
its business affairs for fully thirty-five years, and his success in a busi-

ness way, his influence as a broad minded and public spirited citizen

and the varied relations he has sustained to the community furnish

exceptional qualifications for such an honorable and responsible post

as mayor.
He is a native of Ohio, and was born at klount Eaton in Wayne

County, March 21, 1857, a son of John and Verina (Rudy) Foster.

Both his parents were born in Switzei’land, and on emigrating to America
they crossed on the same vessel, and were married shortly after they

located at Mount Eaton, Ohio. John Foster in the old country had
learned the trade of potter, and he was a sturdy workman and sub-

stantial citizen in Mount Eaton, where both he and his wife spent the

rest of their days. The mother died there in 1865 and the father in

1877.

Henry W. Foster’s Imsiness career has likewise been built up on the

foundation of a thorough apprenticeship. After getting his education
in the local schools, he became an ai^prentice at the wagon and carriage

maker’s trade and was employed at Dalton, Ohio, from 1870 to 1876 by
the Shultz Carriage and Wagon Company. After that he was a hard-

ware salesman at Navarre and Wooster until 1880, and in the latter

year he located permanently at Navarre and opened a business for the

dealing in wagons and carriages, and kindred lines of supplies. When
the automobile came into fashion he added that vehicle to his stock and
the business is now conducted as the H. W. Foster & Son, dealers in

carriages, wagons, automobiles, harness and with a shop for general

repairing and painting. They handle the agency for several of the best

known cars, including the Maxwell, Haines and Velie.

Besides building up this highly successful business Mr. Foster has

found time to lend his aid effectively to the promotion of the local wel-

fare. For twelve years he served on the Navarre Board of Education,
ten years as a member of the village council and four years as mayor.
He was re-elected mayor on November 2, 1915, for a third successive

term. He is a charter member of Navarre Lodge of the Knights of

Pythias, a member of the Evangelical Church, and for twenty odd years

was a member of the Navarre Band and is now leader of the Evangelical
Sunday School Orchestra.

In 1880 at Navarre Mr. Foster married Miss Alice Stamm. They
have three .sons who do them credit. Ralph, the older, is now a member
of the firm of IT. W. Foster & Son at Navarro. LeRoy B., who grad-
uated from the Ohio State University, where he speeialized in chemistry,

is now connected with the Municipal Health Department at Washington,
D. C., under civil service rules, and has been engaged in that work
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since 1910. George, the youngest sou, graduated fi'om the Ohio State
University in 1914, and is still living at home with his parents.

H. Howard Bowman, M. D. The H. H. Bowman family, which in

the person of H. Howmrd Bowman has given to Canton one of the suc-

cessful physicians and surgeons of that city, is one of the oldest family
stocks continuously identified with Stark County from the earliest pio-

neer days. More than a century ago, in 1813, three brothers, Jacob,

Samuel and John Bowman, came out from Northumberland County,
Pennsylvania, and mingled with the scattered settlements of Stark
County. Jacob took up 120 acres of Government land in Pike Township,
while his brother Samuel acquired sixty acres from the same source in

Osnaburg Township, while the other brother, John, spent only about
one year in Stark County and then returned to Pennsylvania.

Jacob Bowman, who was the ancestor of Doctor Bowman, was born in

Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, February 22, 1777, and his

father was probably also Jacob Bowman, since that Christian name
seems to have been handed down with faithful regularity through many
generations. He married in Pennsylvania Hannah Klinger, a native of

the same state, where she was born March 24, 1784. After they removed
to Stark County in 1813, Jacob Bowman set to work industriously to

clear up his land, and eventually became both a prosperous farmer and
an influential citizen. Some years later he bought a farm of 240 acres

in Crawford County, but did not leave his home in Stark County, and
died on the old farm in Pike Township in July, 1859. His widow sur-

vived him until December 7, 1871. Both were members of the old

Lutheran Church.
Among the children of Jacob and Hannah Bowman was their son

Jacob, who was horn in Pike Township of Stark County in 1823 and
was the grandfather of Dr. H. H. Bowman of Canton. He married
Louisa Runyan, who was born in Ohio. Subsequently they removed to

Crawford County, where Jacob farmed a part of the land previously

acquired by his father until 1865, and they then returned to Stark

County and bought a place east of North Industry in Canton Township.
That was their home until the close of their lives. Jacob Bowman died

there in 1898 as the result of injuries received from a horse, and his

widow passed away in 1903.

Among the children of Jacob and Louisa Bowman is Jacob Runyan
Bowman, father of Doctor Bowman. He was born in Crawford County,

Ohio, in 1851, and was about fourteen years of age when his parents

returned to Stark County. Since that year, for half a century, his home
has been in Canton Township. His record is that of a successful farmer,

and he is now retired and has given over the operation of his farm to

younger bands. He married Mary Stimmel, who was born in Canton
Township in 1853, daughter of Henry Stimmel, one of the early settlers.

She is also still living.

Of these parents Dr. H. Howard Bowman was born on the Bowman
homestead east of North Industry in October, 1881. His youtb was spent

on a farm, with attendance at the district schools, and finishing his lit-

erary training in the high school at Canton and Mount Union College



HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY 855

at Alliance. In 1903 Doctor Bowman entered the Ohio Medical University
at Columbus and continued his studies there until graduating M. D. in

the class of 1907. He soon afterward began his practice in Canton and
has succeeded in building up an excellent general practice in both medi-
cine and surgery. He is a member of the staff of the Aultman Hospital,

and has professional affiliations with the Canton, Stark County and
Ohio Medical societies and the American Medical Association, also witli

the Clinical Congress of American Surgeons.

Doctor Bowman is a member of the Canton Chamber of Commerce,
and of Canton Lodge No. 60, A. F. & A. M. Mrs. Bowman’s maiden
name was Emma Mumaw, who was born near Wooster, Wayne County,
Ohio, daughter of Aaron Mumaw, now retired. To their marriage have
been born three children : Harold, Alice Elizabeth and Virginia.

Harry Edward Conrad. Of the city officials of Canton, one Avho

has brought to his public labors an enthusiastic desire to promote the

city’s welfare is Harry Edward Conrad, who was appointed to the office

of city sealer, February 1, 1915. Mr. Conrad was born at Loudonville,

Ashland County, Ohio, May 2, 1877, and is a son of Jacob J. and Eliza-

beth (Kratz) Conrad, and a great-grandson of a soldier who fought in

the army of Napoleon I.

Jacob J. Conrad was born in the valley of the River Rhine, Germany,
in 1846, and was sixteen years of age when he came to the United States.

He located at once in Ohio, having a brother and sister living in Wayne
County, and there for a time followed the trade of moulder which he
had learned in his youth. He was married at Wooster, AVayne County,
and later removed to Ashland County, where he spent about two years,

but subsecpxently returned to AVayne County, which was his home until

1890. In that year he came to Canton, and this city continued to be his

home until his death in August, 1912. Mrs. Conrad, who survives her
husband and makes her home at Canton, was born in 1852, at Wooster,
Ohio, the daughter of John Kratz, a native of Germany. Of the six

children born to Jacob J. and Elizabeth Conrad, three are living.

Harry Edward Conrad received his education in tlie public schools

of Wooster and Canton, and when his studies were completed commenced
an apprenticeship at the printer’s trade in the office of the Canton News-
Democrat, now the Canton Daily News. He had just finished his

apprenticeship when the typesetting machines were in.stalled in that

office and he and thirteen others found themselves without employment.
Disgusted with liLs experience in that line, he turned his attention to

the trade of painter, a vocation which he followed until 1912, a part of

this time as a conti’aetor. He was compelled to give up this business

because of loss of liealth, and accepted a position with the Timken Roll

Bearing Works, where he remained until being appointed city sealer

February 1, 1915. He now has the affairs of his department well in

hand, and has ah'oady instituted some T'ef'onns wliich promise to hotter

tlie .service of Ids office. For a numl)er of years Air. Conrad was jiresi-

dent and seer(>tary of the Bainters’ Union, and for a long time was
tinaneial seci'etary of the Cenlivd Labor Uidon, of which organization

h(‘ is now treasurei'. At tlie convention lu'ld in Jannaiy. 1915, this lalior
\nl. Ill—

7



856 HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY

body elected him an honorary life member. Mr. Conrad also holds
membership in the L. 0. 0. M. and U. S. W. V. During the Spanish-
American war, he enlisted in Company L, Eighth Regiment, Ohio Vol-
unteer Infantry, and saw active service in Cuba, and is now a member
of the United Spanish-American War Veterans.

Mr. Conrad was married to Miss IMaude V. Morekel, of Minerva,
Stark County, Ohio, daughter of John L. and Sabina (Harsh) Morekel.
To this union there have been born four children : Harold A., Lottie B.,

Arthur L. and Kathryn E. Mr. and Mrs. Conrad are members of the
First Methodist Episcopal Church, and have a wide circle of friends at

Canton.

Charles A. Brobst. A successful business man and public spirited

eitizen, Charles A. Brobst has been identified with Canton through the

greater part of his active career. In early life he was largely dependent
upon his own resources, and by industry and ability became master of

his own circumstances and now enjoys a high position among the busi-

ness men of Canton.
Charles A. Brobst represents an old and distinguished Pennsylvania

family and was born at Rehrersburg in Berks County March 11, 1855.

His parents were Henry and Catherine (Albright) Brobst. The Brobst
family is one of the oldest in Pennsylvania, and Charles A., his father,

and also his grandfather, Christian, w^ere all boi*n in the same house in

Berks Couiity. The great-grandfather was Valentine Brobst, a Pennsyl-
vanian of large wealth and influence who turned his means to good
advantage in behalf of the patriot cause during the Revolutionary war.

It was largely through his endeavors that it became possible for the

colonial government to get a loan of $2,000,000 to continue the war.

Valentine Brobst was also a native of Berks County, but beyond him
the family record is not definite, and it is a question whether the first

ancestor came from Holland or from Switzerland, though the weight of

evidence inclines to the latter country. The Albright family, on the

mother’s side, was also early established in Berks Comity, and Jacob
Albright, the maternal grandfather, was a prominent citizen there. One
of his sons was Gen. Charles A. Albright, who gained a title in the ranks
of the Union army during the Civil war and subsequently served as

state ’s attorney in the prosecution of a number of the
‘

‘ Mollie Maguires ’ ’

in Carbon County during the great labor and industrial riots along in

the ’70s. Doctor Stapp, a brother-in-law to Charles A. Brobst, was
coroner of that county at the time seven of the Mollie Maguires were
hanged, while a brother of Mr. Brobst was deputy sheriff and assisted

in the execution. Henry Brobst died in Berks County in 1896 at the age

of seventy-seven, while his wife passed away in 1881 at the age of fifty-

eight.

Charles A. Brobst grew up in his native eonnty, and after attending

the common schools learned the trade of painter. He also worked as an
assistant civil engineer in connection with a railroad company in Penn-
sylvania, from 1869 to 1872. His ambition was for a professional career

in medicine, and while working on an engineering staff he was reading

medicine, but the death of his uncle, under whom he had been studying.
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prevented the fulfillment of his plans and eventually his activities took
another direction. In 1873 Mr. Brobst took up the study of veterinary
medicine, and practiced as a veterinary surgeon in Berks County until

September 11, 1883.

The latter date was the time Mr. Brobst became identified with the

City of Canton. As a veterinary surgeon he practiced there for twenty
years, and had a large practice in the city and surrounding country. In
1902 he became general representative and superintendent of buildings

for the Canton Brewing Company, and in 1907 engaged in the livery

business. Since 1910 Mr. Brobst has been one of Canton’s wholesale

merchants, under the firm name of Brobst & Markling Company.
Mr. Brobst in 1914 was the choice of the democratic primaries for

candidate for the office of sheriff of Stark County. He is affiliated with
the Knights of Pythias, the Loyal Order of Moose, the Order of Orioles,

the Praterjial Order of Eagles, the American Alliance, the Arion Sing-

ing Society, the Kennel Club, the Gun Club, the Stark County Agricul-
tural Society and the Canton Chamber of -Commerce. These relations

indicate his high standing as a business man and as a citizen and he is

always found on the side of upbuilding and progress in the community.

Henry W. Elsass. In the important office of director of public

service in the City of Massillon Mr. Elsass has shown much zeal and
circumspection, with the result that under his administration the office

has been made a most valuable adjunct of the municipal government.
He is a representative of the third generation of the Elsass family in

Stark Coiinty, with whose history the name has been most worthily
identified since the pioneer days.

Henry Winfield Elsass was born on the homestead farm of his ma-
ternal grandfather, Henry W. Rhoades, near Waynesburg, this county,

on the 14th of April, 1861, and is a son of Michael and Barbara A.
(Rhoades) Elsass, the former of whom was born in the Province of

Alsace-Lorraine, Prance, on the 8th of February, 1831, and the latter of

whom was born at Lisbon, Columbiana County, Ohio, in July, 1837,

their marriage having been solemnized at Waynesburg, Stark County,
and both being still residents of this county, where they are known and
honored as worthy representatives of sterling ]>ioneer families. Of the

children the eldest is Rachel, who is the wife of Charles Mong, of Seattle,

Washington
;
Henry W., of this review, was the next in order of birth

;

Olive M. is the wife of Reuben F. Maier, a prosperous merchant in

Massillon; and Joseph is a resident of Clarksburg, AVest Virginia.

Michael Elsass was about three years old wlien his parents immi-
grated to America, in 1834, and Ids father, Cliristian Elsass, became one

of the i)ioneer settlers of Stark County. This sturdy progenitor pur-

chased a tract of land about two miles distant from tlie present Village

of Whiynesburg and there developed a productive farm, the while he

contributed, through his energy, industry and civic loyalty, to the general

development and progress of this favored section of the Buckeye State,

both he and his wife having been earnest communicants of the Lulheran
Church and both having continued to reside on their old homestead
farm until their death.
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Michael Elsass was reared to adult age on the pioneer farm of his

father and in his youth he served an apprenticeship to the tanner’s trade,

to which he devoted his attention for several years. In 1874 he estab-

lished his residence in Massillon, and here he has held for a number of
years past the office of sanitary policeman. Both he and his wife are
communicants of the Methodist Chui*ch, in the faith of which they
reared their children, and though he is now more than eighty years of
age his correct life has caused him to retain exceptional mental and
physical vigor and he is one of the active and sturdy pioneer citizens

of Stark County, where he has inviolable place in the confidence and
esteem of all who know him. His political proclivities are indicated by
the stalwart support he has ever given to the cause of the republican
party.

Henry W. Elsass was foitrteen years of age at the time of the family
removal to Massillon, and here he continued to attend the public schools

until he had attained to the age of sixteen years. As a young man he
became engineer at the old Doxsee flour mill, and after retaining this

position about five years he entered upon an apprenticeship to the ma-
chinist’s trade, in the establishment of Russell & Company, now known
as The Russell & Company. With this important industrial concern of

Massillon he remained until 1880 and thereafter he was a valued employe
of the Russell Engine Company until the 1st of January, 1912, when
he was appointed to his present municipal office, that of director of pub-
lic service, the best voucher for the efficiency of his administration having
been that afforded in his reappointment in 1914, for a second term of

two years.

Like other representatives of the family Mr. Elsass is found aligned

as a staunch advocate of the principles of the republican party, and he

is prominently identified with the Masonic fraternity, in which he holds

membershii) in the following named organizations in his home city

:

Clinton Lodge, No. 47, Ancient Free & Accepted Masons; Hiram Chap-
ter, No. 18, Royal Arch IMasons; and Massillon Commandery, No. 4,

Knights Teui]>lar. In the City of Cleveland he maintains affiliation

with the adjunct organization, A1 Koran Temple, Ancient Arabic Order
of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. At Massillon he is a charter mem-
ber of Lincoln Council, No. 16, Junior Order of United American Me-
chanics, and since 1901 has served as clerk of Massillon Camp, No.

4193, Modern Woodmen of America.

The 10th of May, 1883, gave record of the marriage of Mr. Elsass to

Miss Nettie B. McGrew, who was born in Lawrence Township, this county,

and who is a daughter of Finley and Anna McGrew, her father having

been one of the sulistantial farmers and honored citizens of that town-

ship. Mr. and Mrs. Elsass have foiir children—Roy Winfield, Susan,

Radie M. and Helen.

Alonzo Byron Walker, M. D., F. A. C. S. Again and again in

course of his many years of practice in Stark County have the more
unusual and distinctive honors of his profession been awarded Doctor

Walker. Doctor Walker has spent most of his life in Stark County, is
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a product of its literary schools and institutions and has dignified his

citizenship by many important services.

He was born in 1851 at New Somerset, Ohio, a son of Dr. Columbus
Thomas and Mary Jane (Runyon) Walker. His literary education came
from the district schools and the AYaynesburg High School and Mount
Union College, all in Stark County. During 1879-80 he attended lec-

tures at the Rush Medical College of Chicago, and was a student in

Jefferson Medical College at Philadelphia in 1880-81, receiving his degree
Doctor of Medicine from Jefferson College in the latter year. On
account of his distinctive attainments as a surgeon he was made a
Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, June 22, 19l4, and is one
of the few medical men in Stark County who can write the letters

F. A. C. S. after his name. Dr. Walker has been a constant student,

and has contribiated much to tlie knowledge of his fellow practitioners

through his own investigations and observations. He attended clinics

in Dublin, Edinburgh, London, Paris, A^ienna and Berlin in 1900, and
was again abroad in 1913 and attended clinics in London and Paris. For
practically all his life he has been engaged in his work as a physician
and surgeon in Stark County, with residence at Canton. He is now
surgeon for the Stark Electric Railroad Company; consulting surgeon
for Aultman Hospital

;
and president of the staff of Ingleside Hospital.

In 1886 and again in 1905 he was honored with the position of

president of the Stark County Aledical Society. He was president of the

Union Medical Association of Northeastern Ohio in 1893 and again in

1906. He was president of the Aultman Hospital Medical Staff in 1900,

and of the Physicians Outing Club in 1890. In 1908 he was vice presi-

dent of the Ohio Medical Association, was vice pi’esident of the Jefferson

Alumni for Ohio in 1905, was a delegate to the Ohio State Aledical Asso-
ciation in 1904, and a delegate to the American Medical Association in

1906 and 1907 and again in 1915-16. His membership in professional

bodies is in Canton and Stark County Medical societies, and the Ohio and
American Medical Associations. He was a member of the ninth, the

thirteenth and the seventeenth International Congresses of Aledicine.

Only a brief list can be given of the various important papers he has
read before different societies. Before the Stark County Medical Society

the titles of his more impoifant addresses have been : Poisonous AYounds;
Lateral Lithotomy for Stone in the Bladder; Cases of Dilation and
Curettage of Uterus for Sterility; Diseases for AVhich AVe Have an
Exact Surgical Treatment; Fractures of the Skull; Herniotomy; Colics’

Fracturi>; Tlie Effect of Long Continued Anaesthesia upon tlie Cells of

the Liver, Kidneys, etc.
;
Fractui-e of Neck of Femur. Before the Union

Medical Association of Northeastern Ohio, now the Si.xth Coun-
cilor District, he read the following: Ovariotomy; Tnbal Pregnancy;
The Physician from a Financial Standpoint; Some Means of Preventing
Post-Operative Shocks; A Plea for an Eai'ly Diagnosis and Immediate
Operation in Acute Appendicitis. Before the Canton Aledieal Society he
read: Pi-ogress in Surgery; History and Technique of Aseptic Surgery,
etc. The Sorosis Club of Canton re(|uested Dr. AA^alker to read an
addri'ss on “Bacterial Purification of Sewage by Use of Sand and Cravel
Filters Over a Cravel Base.” Before the Alississippi Abdley Alcdical



860 HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY

Society he delivered an address on The Importance of an Urinalysis in

IMaking' a Diagnosis. Two of his important addresses before the Ohio
State Medical Association have been on the subject of Ovariotomy and
Tonsillectomy. In 1891 Doctor Walker appeared before the American
IMedical Association on the subject “Papillomatous Cystoma of the

Ovary. ’ ’

As to politics, Doctor Walker has always cast his vote wuth the demo-
cratic party except the two times when William McKinley was nomi-
nated tor president. He is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason
and a member of A1 Koran Temple of the Mystic Shrine, is a member
of the Canton Club, the Country Club, the Canton Chamber of Com-
merce, and of tlie First Methodist Episcopal Church.

In 1876 at AYaynesburg, Ohio, Doctor Walker married Aliranda M.
Stull, daughter of David Stull. They have two daughters, Helen and
Hazel. Helen is the wife of A. D. McCarty and they reside at San
Francisco. Hazel married George W. McKay of Canton.

Doctor Walker is actively engaged in the practice of medicine and
surgery at 319 Tuscarawas Street, AA^est Canton, Ohio.

Louis B. Ohliger. A native of Canton, the fair metropolis and
judicial center of Stark County, Mr. Ohliger is a citizen who is specially

well known in this city, where for nearly thirty years he has held the

position of superintendent of the Canton waterworks, the system hav-

ing been developed within his regime from a primitive condition up to

its present metropolitan and highly elfeetive standard. He takes a vital

interest in all that touches the welfare of his native city and his charac-

ter and wnrthy achievement have given him secure place in popular con-

fidence and esteem.

Louis B. Ohliger was born at Canton on the 9th of April, 1855, and
is a son of the late Louis Ohliger, who was born in the Rhine Province
of Germany, where he was reared and educated and whence he immi-
grated to the United States when a young man, his purpose in leaving

his native land having been primarily to join at Canton, Ohio, the well

known pioneer family of Kraemers, the original representatives of which
came from the same part of the German Empire as did he himself and
the two families having been intimate friends in the Fatherland. Mr.
Kraemer and his wife w^ere of somewhat venerable age and were at the

time still conducting the old-time Kraemer Hotel, on North Market Street.

A'oung Ohliger assumed practical charge of this hotel and after the

death of Mr. and Mrs. Kraemer he conducted the hotel in an individual

way until within a few' years of his death, w'hich occurred in 1884.

He w’hose name initiates this review was afforded the advantages of

the public schools of Canton and as a youth he served a practical

apprenticeship to the plumbing and gas-fitting trade, to which he con-

tinued to devote his attention for a number of years, during a portion of

the time being a foreman in the employ of the Thebold Plumbing Com-
pany. In 1887 he w'as appointed superintendent of the city w^aterworks

of Canton, and of this position he has continued the valued incumbent
during the long intervening period, save for an interval of three years,

1896-8, wdthin wfiiich he had charge of the building of the wmterwmrks



HISTORY OP STARK COUNTY 861

plants and systems at Logan, Canal Dover, and Carlton, this state,

besides which he owned and conducted during these years a well

equipped plumbing shop in the Grand Opera House Building in Canton.
His exceptional technical ability and careful executive policies soon
brought his services again into requisition in the capacity of superin-

tendent of the Canton waterworks, and to the same he has since con-

tinued to give his close and effective attention. When he first assumed
the position of superintendent the daily capacity of the waterworks was
2,000,000, and under his direction this had been increased to the note-

worthy capacity of 30,000,000, the plant and service being maintained at

the highest standard of modern efficiency. Mr. Ohliger lias otherwise

given excellent service to his native city, as he served three years as chief

of the Canton fire department. He is affiliated with the local organiza-

tions of the Knights of Pythias and the Fraternal Order of Eagles.

As a young man Mr. Ohliger wedded Miss Salome Oberlin, who was
born in Summit County, this state, and who is a representative of the

old and well known family of that name in Stark County. Mr. and Mrs.
Ohliger became the parents of one son. Conn R. Ohliger, who was born
in October, 1881, and who was in the very zenith of his steiding young
manhood at the time of his death. After completing the curriculum of

the Canton High School he attended AVooster University, after leaving

which he completed a course in the College of Physicians & Surgeons
in the City of Cleveland, in which he was graduated. He entered the

United States regular army in the capacity of surgeon and while on
duty lost his life by drowning, in September, 1901, having been at the

time with his command on the Island of Samoa, in the South Pacific

Ocean.

Howard AI. Yost. In his chosen profession the present city engineer
of Alassillon has gained distinctive success and been identified with im-
portant engineering and general surveying work in various sections of

the Union, and his native city has shown consistent appreciation of his

ability and sterling character by according to him his present official

preferment.
Howard AIcClymonds Yost was l)oi*n at Alassillon on the 9th of

August, 1885, and is a son of George AV. and Laura R. (AIcClymonds)
Yost, the former of whom likewise claimed Alassillon as the place of

his nativity, his birth having here occurred on the 22d of Alay, 1857,

and the latter of whom was l)orn at Newcastle, Lawrence County, Penn-
sylvania, 0)1 the 6th of February, 1859. The father jiassed to tlie life

eternal on tlie 5th of Januai'y, 1911, and the mother still maintains lier

home in Mas.sillon, their mari-iage having iiere been solemnized in 1883
and the city engineer of Alassillon being tlie eldest of their three chil-

dren, the other two, Elizabeth J. and Edith M., remaining with their

widowed jnother.

fJeorge AV. A^ost was a riqu'esmitative of one of tlie w'ell known jiioneer

families of Stai'k County, wnis I’eai’ed and educated at Alassillon and for

the long yieriod of tliirty-llireo years pi'ior to his death he wms one of

the valued and pojnilar traveling salesmen for the wholesale hardware
house of The AV. Bingham & Comjiany, of this city. He was a republi-
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can in his political allegiance, was affiliated with Perry Lodge, No. 87,
Knights of Pythias, and was a member of the IMethodist Episcopal
Church.

Howard 1\I. Yost was graduated in the Massillon High School in

1902 and as a member of the class of 1906 was graduated in the Vir-
ginia Militaiw Institute, at Lexington, Virginia, an institution in which
he completed a thorough and effective course in civil engineering. In the
year of his graduation he entered the employ of the Toledo-Massillon
Bridge Company, and with this corporation he served as draftsman and
detail man until 1908, when he engaged in the work of his profession in

an independent way, with headquarters in his native city. Under these

conditions he was engaged in general surveying and civil engineering
work until 1910, and thereafter, until the spring of 1911, he was identi-

fied with important location work for the Pacific & Idaho Northern
Railroad, with headquarters at Meadows, Idaho.

In April, 1911, Mr. Yost was appointed city engineer of klassillon

and his services have fully justified the appointment, for he has shown
marked discrimination and technical ability as well as deep interest in

his work and in all that pertains to the civic and material welfare of his

native city. He has been an active member of the American Society of

Civil Engineers since June, 1911, is a loyal supporter of the principles

and i^olieies of the republican party, and his Masonic affiliations are

as here noted: Clinton Lodge, No. 47, Ancient Free & Accepted Masons;
Hiram Chapter, No. 47, Royal Arch Masons; IMassillon Commandery,
No. 4, Knights Templar; and A1 Koran Temple of the Ancient Arabic
Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, in the City of Cleveland.

Charles A. LaMont, M. D. Representing the first class ability and
skill of his profession and enjoying a large general practice, Doctor
LaMont is one of the young physicians and surgeons of Canton who
have quickly taken front rank in their profession. He began practice

with an excellent equipment and the test of real practice found him
qualified for important service among the social profession. Doctor
LaMont is now health officer of Canton.

A native of New York State, Doctor LaMont Avasborn on a farm near

Albion October 5, 1880, the son of Platt and Ada (JeAvell) LaMont.
His grandfather, Maj. T. LaMont, was a native of Dutchess County, New
York, and in 1814 settled near Albion, and both Platt and Charles A.

LaMont were born in the same home. The Laklont family is of French-
Huguenot stock, its American ancestors having fled from France to

Scotland and thence to Ireland. Mr. LaMont ’s mother belongs to the

old Jewell family of Ncav York State. Platt LaMont followed farming
throughout an active career, and he and his wife now live retired in

Albion.

Dr. LaMont had the best advantages of the old schools and colleges

of New England. He attended the Albion High School, and in 1901

graduated from Exeter Academy. At Yale he was a member of the

Apollo Glee Club and in his junior and senior years rowed with his class

in the Inter-Class Regatta. In 1901 entering Yale University, he was a

member of that institution in its academic department until graduating
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A. B. with the class of 1905. Doctor LaMont took his medical degree from
the Johns Hopkins Medical College at Baltimore, finishing with the class

of 1908. His training was continued in New York City where he was
house surgeon for the New York Hospital a year and a half. Doctor
LaMont came to Stark County and located in the City of Canton Jan-
uary 1, 1910, and has since been actively identified with general practice.

He is on the staff of the Aultman Hospital as visiting surgeon. Besides
his service as health offieer of Canton, he has been secretary and treasurer

for the last four years of the Stark County Medical Society, and is also

a member of the Canton Medical Society, the Ohio State Medical Society

and the American Medical Association. Doctor LaMont is a member of

the Book and Bond Society of Yale University, and also the Nu Sigma
Nu medical fraternity. His other fraternal associations are with Canton
Lodge, A. P. & A. M., and the Knights of the Maccabees, and also with

the Canton Rotary Club. Doctor LaMont was married June 25, 1908,

to Eva Bowman, daughter of George Bowman, of Baltimore, Maryland.

WiLiaAM P. Brauchler. One of the best known electrical engineers

of Stark County, AVilliam P. Brauchler, of Canton, has devoted his

entire life to his profession, in which, although still a young man, he
has attained marked distinction. In the field of business he is also well

known, being proprietor of the Twentieth Century Electric Company,
which, since its inception in 1909, has steadily grown under his able

direction into a leading concern in a line in which Canton has no lack

of prosperous enterprises.

Mr. Brauchler is a native son of Canton, boim on AVest Tuscarawas
Street, Ai;gust 22, 1883, his pai’ents being Prederick AV. and Loiiisa

(Cunion) Brauchler. Both parents are natives of Stark County, Ohio,

the father born at Navarre and the mother at Harrisburg. The grand-
parents of Mr. Brauchler, Prederick Brauchler and his wife, were born
in Germany and came to the United States in early days, settling at

Navarre, from whence the grandfather enlisted for service in the Union
army during the Civil war, throiigh which he fought as a private in an
Ohio infantry regiment. Pi'ederick AV. Brauchler, the father, came to

Canton in young manhood. He early became an expert machinist, hav-
ing an inherent talent for his chosen calling, and developed into an erect-

ing engineer, a line of endeavor in which he has been engaged for many
years. Por a long period he was chief engineer for tlie old Canton Steel

AVorks, and an erecting engineer for the Boimett Company of Canton
for many years, later entering independent engineering. In this con-

nection he erected many large and important Portland cement plants,

both in the United States and Canada, and at the present time is identi-

fied with the Canton Drop Porging and Manufacturing Company, as a
member of the concern.

AVilliam P. Brauchler received his education in the Canton common
and parochial schools, following whicli he became a student at Notre
Dame University, South Bend, Indiana. After a emu’se of two years
he was duly graduated in electrical engineering, and as a young man
began to work for his father, under whose direction he received an excel-

lent traiidng. He later succeeded the elder man in the comi)letion of the
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Diamond Portland Cement plant, at Middlebranch, Stark County, and
was also associated with his father in the erection of cement plants at

]\Iontreal, one of which was one of the largest ever constructed in Canada.
For four years klr. Brauchler was engineer for the Canton-Akron Rail-

way Company, hut in 1909 gave up this position in order to give his

entire attention to the estahlishment of his present enterprise, the

Twentieth Century Electric Company, of which he is still the owner.
As before stated, in the few years in which it has been in existence, he
has developed this into one of the leading enterprises of the kind in

Canton.
Mr. Brauchler is justly accounted one of his city’s stirring, energetic

and active citizens, who gives freely of his time and abilities in the

furtherance of beneficial and public-spirited movements. He is a
working member of the Canton Chamber of Commerce and belongs to

the Adcraft Club and the Knights of Columbus. With his family, he
is a member of St. John’s Roman Catholic Church.

Simon Abey Core, D. D. One of the most interesting men in Stark
County is living at Navarre. A soldier from the outbreak of the great

Civil war until he was forced out of the army by a wound at Chieka-
mauga, for more than thirty years an active minister of the United
Brethren faith, an author whose words and writings have brought in-

spiration and encouragement to thousands of readers, a man of ripe

scholarship in many departments of knowledge. Doctor Corl has made
his three score and ten years of more than ordinary significance and
benefit.

He was born in the Village of Sehoeneck. Lancaster County, Penn-
sylvania, October 9, 1844, a son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Oberlin) Corl,

both of whom were Pennsylvanians by birth, his father a native of Berks
County and his mother of Lancaster County. In 1845 the family came
to Navarre in Stark County. The father was a tailor by trade, and
followed that occupation in Navarre for many years. His death occurred

April 2, 1874, at the age of sixty-five years, eleven months and sixteen

days. His wife passed away March 29, 1912, at the age of eighty-eight

years, four months and three days.

Prom early infancy Doctor Corl was reared in the Village of

Navarre. On the first call of President Lincoln for troops he volunteered

in April, 1861, and was mustered into Company E of the Thirteenth

Ohio Regiment of Volunteer Infantry. 'With that company he served

during the first three months’ campaign, then returned home and en-

listed in Company A of the Nineteenth Ohio Volunteer Tnfantr^^ for the

period of three years or during the war. Even then his patriotism was

not dimmed, and he veteranized and was fighting as a veteran at the

Rattle of Chickamauga when a gun shot wound in the right wrist totally

disabled him for further service. He was then mustered out and given

his honorable discharge after more than three years of continuous fight-

ing for the integrity of the Union.

He was less than seventeen years of age when he entered the army
and he was not yet twenty-one when he returned home a veteran. Not

long afterward he took up his education with a view to entering the
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ministry of the United Brethren Church, and attended the United
Brethren Seminary at Dayton, where he spent three and a half years in

preparing for the ministry. He then matriculated in Otterbein Uni-
versity entering the senior year. However, before completing the course

his health broke down and he returned home. In 1881 he was formally
enrolled in the ministry of his church, and for the next thii’ty years
labored constantly as a pastor and in other fields of church activity,

filling pulpits at various points in Ohio. For twenty-two years of that

period he was on the Conference Reading Course, getting young men
ready for the ministry. Impaired eyesight compelled him to give up his

regular ministerial duties in 1913, and in that year he was elected

Evangelist at Large by the East Ohio Conference of the United Brethren
Church and has since had his home in the old family residence at Navarre.
He was for one year department chaplain of the Grand Army of the

Republic of Ohio.

Aside from his practical service as a minister and his record as a

soldier. Doctor Corl is most widely known for his literary endeavors.

He has applied himself to many phases of human knowledge, and has

been especially interested in phrenology as a science. He studied tliis

subject for six years at home, and for six years served as president of

the Ohio State Phrenological Society. He has been doing much literary

work for many years, and his completed writings will make in the aggre-

gate five volumes, all of which he contemplates pul)lishing in the near
future. He has written over 125 miscellaneous poems, over 300

aphorisms, a text on botany, now ready for the market, and over 100
essays on literary, scientific and sociological cpiestions, besides more than
100 miscellaneous articles on different topics.

Among the poems should be mentioned six tributes on “Mother”;
“A Summer Day’s Dreams”; “My Specter Guest”; “Hail May, Beauti-

ful May”; “I Am Not Growing Old”; “Be Patient”; “My Life is Like

the Autumn Rose”; “A AValk in the AA^oods”; “Rest AVeary Heart”;
“Disappointment”; “Over the Mystic River”; “Spring”; “Sights and
Sounds in the November AVoods”; “Sincerity”; “Soon that Perfect

Day will be Mine.” A poem which shows many of his graces of style

and the depth of his sentiment is one entitled “Three Years Ago,” and
which is herewith quoted

:

AVhat stars have faded from the sky

!

AVhat hopes unfolded but to die

!

AVhat dreams so fondly pondered o’er

—

Forever lost the hue they wore

;

How like a death knell, sad and slow.

Rolls through my soul: “three years ago!”

AYhere’s mother’s face T loved 1o greet?
Her form that graced the fire-side seat?

Her gentle smile, her winning way?

—

That blessed my pathway day l)y day;
AVhero fled those accents, soft and low,

That thrilled my heart three years ago

!
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Ah! vacant is the fireside chair;

Dear mother’s smile—no longer there;

And from the back porch tree and lawn
The echo of her voice is gone 1

And we who linger only know
How much was lost three years ago.

Beside her grave the stone, so bright,

Keeps silent guard by day and night;

Her body sleeps, nor heeds the tread

Of footsteps near her lowly bed

;

From out her breast no sorrows flow.

Nor pangs endured, three years ago.

But why lament ? A few more years,

A few more broken sighs and tears.

And we shall mingle with the dead ;

—

Shall go where mother’s feet have led;

—

To that bright world, to which we know
She sweetly passed three years ago.

Doctor Corl has been especially felicitous as a writer of aphorisms,
and has packed these brief phrases and sentences full of encouraging
wisdom. A few examples of these are as follows : “A kind word to a

friend makes a bluer sky, a brighter star, a balmier air and a world
more fair.” “Eliminate from the calendar of your life the unborn
tomorrows and the dead yesterdays.” “Thirty-six inches to the yard, a

full pound of sugar without any sand, one hundred cents on the dollar,

live and let live.” “Keep the eye of the mind on the Star of Bethlehem,
not losing sight of the Rose of Sharon nor the Lily of the Valley.”
“In the great contest of life strive to reach the front line of battle,

having the musket of the mind well loaded with ammunition of intelli-

gence, taking direct aim at ignorance, shoot them down and show no
quarter.” “Discouragement is the handmaiden of defeat.” “Lost,

strayed or stolen—a golden opportunity.” “Despise not her who has
wrongfully capitulated.

”

Clarence Garfield Herbruck. While one of the youngest members
of the Canton bar, Mr. Herbruck represents many of the most important
commercial interests in Stark County and is officially identifled with
many representative business and manufacturing corporations. Positive

leadership and success in the field of law and business seldom come
earlier to any man than to Clarence G. Herbruck.

He wms born in Canton August IS, 1880, a. member of a prominent
old family of that citv. His parents are Charles AY. and Elizabeth

(Bentley) Herbruck. His father wms born in Canton January 10, 1851,

and has spent all his life in that city, a son of the late Rev. Peter Her-

bruck, an early minister. The mother was born at Pittsburg, Pennsyl-

vania, December 13, 1850, and is also still living.

Clarence G. Herbruck received his early education in the Canton







HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY 867

public schools, and read law with Welty & Albaugh of Canton, being
admitted to the bar in June, 1903. Beginning practice as an individual,

in ten years Mr. Herbruck, relying on his omi efforts and native ability,

has reached a high place in his profession in Ohio. He has applied him-
self closely to his work and has always refused to be drawn into polities.

While his practice has been along general lines for several years he has
made a specialty of corporation law, and his particular ability as an
organizer and manager and his shrewd judgment in business affairs havp
made him uniformly successful. He is now attorney for a number of

the leading manufacturing, financial and commercial concerns of Can-
ton, among which may be named : The George H. Harter Bank, the

Union Metal Manufacturing Company, the Hoover Suction Sweeper
Company, the Hercules Motor JManufacturing Company, the Tonsoline

Company, the Canton Daily News, the American ]\Iine Door Company,
the Canton Stamping and Enameling Company, and the large individual

interests of H. H. Timken, Elizabeth A. Harter, Alvin Hurford, A.
Vignos, W. II. Hoover and Charles Kolp. Mr. Herbruck is vice presi-

dent and treasurer of The Daily News Printing Company of Canton, a

director of the American Mine Door Company, a director of the Hoover
Suction Sweeper Company, director of the Leonard Agency Company,
director of the Novelty Cutleiy Company, and many other concerns, and
altogether is an official of more Canton concerns than possibly any other

one man.
j\Ir. Herbruck is a member of the Stark County Bar Association, and

an active member of the New Industries Committee of the Canton Cham-
ber of Commerce. His clubs are the Canton Club, the Lakeside Country
Club and the Congress Lake Club. His Masonic affiliations comprise all

branches of York and Scottish Rites, including Canton Lodge No. 60,

A. F. & A. M., the Lake Erie Consistory and the Alkoi-an Temple of the

Mystic Shrine at Cleveland. Mr. Herbruck was married September 19,

1911, to Frances A. Alexander, who was born in Canton, a member of

the old Alexander family of that city. They have one son, Henry A.
Herbruck, born June 3, 1914.

Frederick C. Nydegger. An earnest, enthusiastic and efficient rep-

resentative of the pedagogic profession in Stark County is Professor

Nydegger who is giving an admirable administration in the position of

suiierintendent of School District No. 5, eml)racing Betldehem and Periy
townships and including the villages of Navarre and West Brookfield,

in tlie former of wliich he maintains his residence and official liead-

quarters.

It is a matter of distinct gratification to Professor Nydegger tliat

he is" able to claim the fine old Buckeye State as the place of his nativity

and as the field of his endeavors in his chosen ])rofession. He was liorn

at Winesl)urg, Holmes County, Ohio, on the 23d of Feliruary, 1876, and
is a son of Theodore and Elizabeth (Olmstead) Nydegger. Theodore
Nydegger was born in the fine little Republic of Switzei'land, in 1836,

and in the schools of his' native land he acquired his early educational

discipline. His father, RudoljJi Nydegger, was a man of excellent

scholarshi]) and for more tlian forty years was a teacher in the schools

of th(> fair little village in which tlie son was born. In ISoO the family
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immigrated to America and established a home in Holmes County, Ohio.
There Rudoli^h Nydegger, though of venerable age, devoted some-
what more than a decade to teaching a German school at Winesburg,
and his son Theodore, father of the subject of this review, taught in

English and German schools in the same county for several years, after
which he engaged in agricidtural pursuits, in Tuscarawas County. In
that county he established his residence while still a young man and
there he and his devoted wife still maintain their home,—persons of
superior intellectuality and sterling character, and citizens who com-
mand unqualitied popular esteem in the community that has long repre-

sented their home and in which Mr. Nydegger has stood exponent of

energy, progressiveness and successful effort in connection with the great
basic industries of agriculture and stock-growing. The foregoing state-

ments indicate that Professor Nydegger of this sketch may consistently

be said to have an inherent predilection for the profession in which he
is making so admirable a record and in which he is adding new pedagogic
honors to the family name.

JMrs. Elizabeth (Olmstead) Nydegger was born in Tuscarawas
County, Ohio, in 1840, and is a daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth
(Ruegsegger) Olmstead, her father having been one of the sterling

pioneers of that county, where he established his' residence between 1825
and 1830, both the Nydeggers and Olmsteads having been active as mem-
bers of the Reformed Church.

He whose name initiates this article was reared to adult age in Tus-
carawas County, where the period of his childhood and early youth
found him compassed by the benignant influences and conditions of the

home farm, in the sturdy work of which he began to assist when he was
a boy. He availed himself fully, and with marked receptivity, of the

advantages of the public schools of the locality, and through this medium
made himself eligible for higher academic discipline. In 1900 he was
matricixlated in Wooster University, in which excellent Ohio institution

he continued his studies aboixt two years, after which he attended Mount
Union two terms, his further study along higher lines having Ixeen com-
pleted in AVooster University.

Professor Nydegger taught his first term of school in 1896, in Tus-
carawas County, and with the exception of an interval of eighteen

months, he has continuously been engaged in teaching during the entire

period since that time, his distinctive success affording the most effective

voucher for Ids ability as an instructor and as an executive. For fully

a decade past his service has been in connection with village schools, axid

incidentally it may be noted that for three years he was principal of the

third-grade high school at Tiro, Crawford County. In 1908 he assumed
the position of principal of the high school at Navarre, Stark Coxinty,

and in this capacity he continued his effective services xxntil 1914, in

which year he was appointed to his present responsible office, that of

sxiperintendent of School District No. 5 of Stark County, a position in

which he is proving specially zealous and successful in systematizing the

work and advancing the standard of the schools under his supervision,

his administrative ability being fully on a parity with that which he has

shown along speeiflc pedagogic lines. He has the earnest co-operation
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of the teachers throughout his district and the patrons of the school

likewise accord to him that generous support and commendation that

likewise have great influence in making all departments of the school

work effective.

Professor Nydegger spares no effort to keej) in close touch with all

advances made in connection with the general work of the public schools

and continues to be a zealous and appreciative student, with a realiza-

tion that in educational work, as in all other fields of human endeavor,
there can be no stable equipoise, but rather that there must be either

progression or retrogression. He is a member of the Ohio State Teachers’
Association, the Northeast Ohio Teachers’ Association, and the Ohio
Teachers’ Federation.

Professor Nydegger was married to IMiss Jennie Shelinc, who was
born and reared in Tuscarawas County, this state, and who is a daughter
of Jesse Sheline, a well known citizen and prosperous farmer of that

county. The one child of this union is a daughter, Elizabeth Jane.

Fred S. Goebel. It has been in the field of cotfon goods manufac-
ture that Fred S. Goebel has worked out his career, and though still a

young man he has helped to give Stark County at least one important
industry of this kind. He is now director and general manager of the

United Garment Company at Louisville, and his practical knowledge of

the cotton goods industry united with his many other qualifications as

a business man has served to bring- his plant and its output speedily

to a degree of prosperity which many older concerns might envy.

Fred S. Goebel was born at Fremont, Ohio, September 29, 1882, a

son of Louis and Anna (Malkmus) Goebel, both of whom were born at

Fremont and are still living there. The two families were among tlie

pioneer settlers in that city.

Mr. Goebel spent his boyhood in Fremont, and while he has a good
education acquired in the common and parochial schools, ids training

has been more of a practical nature than one that finds most of its

sources in books. He was about fourteen years old when his business

career began in the employ of the Jackson Manufacturing Company,
manufacturers of miaslin underwear and kindred goods. Three years

were spent in the home plant of that company, after which he was given

charge of a branch factory at Bellevue, Ohio, and managed it for a

year. lie then took charge of the King Maniifaeturing Company in

Toledo, spending more than two years there, and for about eighteen

months was manager of one departments of the La Crosse Rubber AVorks
at LaCrosse, AVisconsin. On returning to Ohio Air. Goebel took charge
of a department of the Friedman-Blaufarber Knitting Alills, Cleveland,

and the resj)onsibilities of that position during the next four years gave
him a greatly increased knowledge of the main industry wliich he has

always followed. lie resigned his Cleveland ])osition to become manager
of the Appalachian ATills at Knoxville, Tennessee, and then came anotlier

variety of experience as traveling salesman for the Lawrence Al. Stern
Company of Cleveland, manufacturers of sewing machines for factory

purposes. lie was on the road representing this machine company for

two years.
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In March, 1913, Mr. Goebel came to Stark County as superintendent
of the Federal Garment Company of Canton. In March, 1914, he was
one of the organizers of the United Garment Company of Louisville,

and was the expert who largely directed the technical organization and
establishment of the factory. The company was incorporated in April,

1914, with L. C. Bonnat as president; G. A. Thurin as vice president;
B. A. Thurin as secretary and treasurer, and besides these officers Amelia
and Corinna Thurin as directors. Mr. Goebel is also one of the directors

of the company, and is the superintendent who has active charge of the

manufacturing details. The plant at Louisville now employs about fifty

people, and its output consists of women’s aprons and dresses. The
goods already have a market throughout the United States.

]\Ir. Goeliel married Minnie Engel, daughter of John and Elizabeth
(Gessner) Engel of Fremont, Ohio. Their two children are Dorman
Arthur, aged seven, and Dolores Anna, aged four.

AVilliam IT. Martin was born January 22, 1855, in Canton Town-
ship, outside of the coi’porate limits of the City of Canton, but in the

Union School District of Canton, Stark County, Ohio, and is a son of

Charles and Delilah (Smith) Martin.

George Martin, the grandfather of William H. Martin, was born in

Germany, and in 1745 was brought to America by his father, who set-

tled in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, later served under Commodore
Perry on Lake Erie, and was offered at one time the office of consul to

Germany. The early members of the family all followed rope-making
as a vocation, and the last members of the family to give up that trade

were George Alartin and his brother Charles, but they only left the old

and honored family occupation in their advanced years. George Martin,

the grandfather of our subject, was married in 1786 to Catherine Croft,

and they became the parents of the following children : John, Cather-
ine, George, Rebecca, Henry, Emanuel and Charles. Of tliis family
John Martin married Mary Fortney, and soon thereafter became the

head of the family, the father having died. AYith his wife and his

younger brothers and sisters he moved to Greentown, and then to La-

Grange County, Indiana, where he spent the balance of his life and died

about the year 1892. Catherine Martin was born February 8, 1809,

married Rodmond Lovette, and while acting as matron of the Stark
County infirmary died, August 18, 1851. George Martin, the third

child of the grandfather, was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
where he passed his life in rope-making and died, being buried at Lan-
caster Cemetery, in the Martin family lot. He W£is of the Lutheran
faith, a noted Sunday school leader, and talked with great feeling, pro-

ducing a marked and lasting effect upon the minds of his hearers, none
of whom doubted the sincerity of his expressions. Mr. Martin of this

review recollects well hearing him on many occasions and remembers the

profound resjiect with which his remarks were received. Rebecca Mar-
tin, next to George in age, married Daniel Gottshall, of Canton, where
Air. Gottshall and Emanuel Martin owned and edited the Stark County
Democrat, the forerunner of the present Canton News. During the Civil

war, with his two sons, Mr. Gottshall enlisted in the Union cavalry, and
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in his term of service contracted a disease from which he subsequently
died. Mrs. Gottshall remained his widow until her death and both are

buried at Westlawn Cemetery, Canton, Ohio. Henry Martin, fifth child

of George, the grandfather, married Susan Livelsperger, of Stark
County. He followed rope-making for several years and then turned
his attention to farming, settling one mile south of North Industry,

where he remained until within a few years of his death. He and his

wife are buried at Welsheimer Cemetery, south of Canton. Emanuel
Martin, who followed Henry in order of birth, married Mary A. Smith,
he and his younger brother Charles marrying sisters. For some years

he was assistant editor of the Stark County Democrat, but his later

years were devoted to farming in Indiana, where he died, being buried

at LaGrange.
Charles Martin, the youngest of his parents’ children, and father of

William H. Martin, was bom July 24, 1825, in Lancaster County, Penn-
sylvania, and when seven years of age was taken by his mother to Canton,
where he was educated in the district schools. As a young man he
devoted himself to rope-making, the family trade, but later turned his

attention to farming. During his career as a rope-maker he carefully

saved his earnings, and when he was abovit fifty years of age bought
what was knovm then as the Colbeck farm, some seventy-eight acres, just

north of Canton, on what is now the Market Street Extension, the

Loutzenheiser School still standing on one corner of the farm. One-half
of this tract is now owned by William H. Martin. Charles Martin con-

tinued to be engaged in farming up to within a few years of his death,

and also from time to time engaged in rope-making. He died February
27, 1899. Mr. Martin married Miss Delilah Smith, who was born Jan-
uary 13, 1827, and died December 4, 1910, aged eighty-four years, a
daughter of John and Mary (Hollinger) Smith. The Smiths were
natives of Franklin County, Pennsylvania, who came to Stark County
about the year 1808 and located on a large farm just south of the
infirmary. Mr. Smith followed farming and stockraising up to the time
of his death and was known as one of his community’s suceessLil men
and public-spirited citizens. He was the father of seven children

:

Daniel, Elizabeth, Marguerite, Jacob, Mary, Delilah and John. To
Charles and Delilah Martin there were born children as follows : Mary
C., who became the wife of Jefferson A. Hauser, of Canton; George R.,

who lived and died at Canton at the age of twenty-three years; Edward,
who died in Plain Township when twenty-two years of age; William H.,

of this notice
;
and an infant, deceased. The father of these cliildren was

a member of the Church of God, and throughout his life Avas esteemed
and respected by all wlio knew him. He discharged in an able and
conscientious manner all the duties and responsibilities of life, and on
the record of his career there is no stain or l)lemisli. The memory held
in the hearts of those who knew Mrs. Martin is that of a zealous cluu'ch-

wotnan, working faitlifully in the Gorman Reformed faith, a kind and
gentle neighbor, always Avilling to give her eapable assistance in time of

trouble, and a fi-ieiid whose many charities and excellencies of mind
and heart endeared lier to all who came within her presence.

As a boy William II. Marlin attended the schools of Canton, and
Vol. Ill—

8
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when not engaged in his studies displayed his youthful industry and
ambition by assisting his father in rope and net-making. He was a
studious youth and was brought up in a Christian household, and when
he was still a lad he and his sister started attending the Methodist Epis-
copal Church and Sunday school, and throughout his life he has been a

sxapporter of religious movements. After finishing his schooling he
engaged in rope-making and farming, remaining under the parental roof
until he reached the age of twenty-four years, at which time he was
mai-ried, October 10, 1878, to Mary E. Pontius, daughter of John and
IMary (Hoover) Pontius. After his marriage he bought and lived on
the property located on the southwest one-quarter of section 27, Plain
Township, where he Avas engaged in farming, and during his leisure

hours took up the study of engineering and surveying. His first experi-

ence in the latter line was of a purely local nature, but so proficient did
he shoAv himself that he was elected county surveyor of Stark County
and held that office for a period of three years, and the record he left in

the office speaks for itself. The first three years of his married life he
lived in his house on the corner near the Loutzenheiser Schoolhouse in

Plain ToAvnship. He then moved to \Adiat was known as the Benjamin
Spangler farm. He spent several years on that property, and finally

located on the tract on which he is now carrying on operations, a farm
of sixty-two acres, which he has brought under a high state of cultivation.

By his first marriage Mr. Martin was the father of six children

:

William C., born October 3, 1879, who married Cora E. Smith, daughter
of Benjamin Smith, has one daughter, Blanche, and is an erecting engi-

neer for the Thew Automatic Shovel Company, of Lorain, Ohio; George
E., born February 12, 1883, married U. Lelo Welch, daughter of George
Welch, of Van Wert, Ohio, has two children—^Edward and Wilbur—and
is an expert well driller, living on tbe North Market Street Extension,

Canton
;
Edith Blanche, who died at the age of six years; Mary B., bom

August 10, 1888, married Maitland Woodall, AA^ho is engaged in operating

the Martin farm, and has three children—Harry, Mary Ellen and Eu-
genia

;
Thobern T., bom May 12, 1893, who lives at home and conducts

a bicycle and motorcycle store at Canton; and Thomas T., Thobern ’s

tAvin, Avho died at the age of three months. The mother of the foregoing

children died September 17, 1893, aged thirty-four years.

On March 7, 1895, Mr. Martin was again married, when united with
Almina (Holtz) Pontius, the widow of Thomas J. Pontius, and daughter
of Michael and Emily (Folsom) Holtz. The Holtz family are old and
honored Plain Township farming people, and the Folsom family is

originally of Essex County, Vermont, where grandfather David Folsom
was born in 1784. Mrs. Michael Holtz was second cousin to Mrs. Grover
Cleveland. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Martin

:

James H., AA^ho died at the age of four months : Charles C., born February

19, 1898, and living with his parents; and Eudora H., born August 6,

1903, also at home.
Mr. Martin has for twelve consecutive years been a member of the

Plain ToAvnship School Board and has alAAmys endeavored to raise the

standard of education here. He is a democrat in politics, but has not

been a politician or office-seeker. With his family he belongs to the
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Seventh Day Adventists. In addition to his handsome and valuable

farm he is the owner of some good city realty at Canton.

Edward Carter IMerwin. The career of Edward Carter IMerwin,

manufacturer of Massillon, indicates the clear-cut and distinct character

which is the expression of a strong nature, and his achievements in husi-

nes.s afford an example and offer an inspiration. An office hoy in the

employ of Russell & Company at the age of fourteen years, general man-
ager of that important company at the age of thirty, and vice president

and secretary of the same concern at the age of thirty-eight—that is the

epitomized story of Mr. Merwin’s business career.

Edward Carter Mervdn was born at Cloverdale, Indiana, November
1, 1864, and is a son of the late William Mason and Lucy Ann (Rockwell)
Merwin. His father was born in IMontgomers' County. Pennsylvania,
May 83. 1831, the .son of John Plank and Mary Ann (Freese) Merwin,
pioneers of klassillon. In 1852, at Wilmot, Stark County, AYilliam M.
Merwin married Lucy Ann Rockwell, daughter of Charles Rockwell and
a member of the pioneer family of that name which came from New
England to Indiana in early days. In the year that he Avas married Air.

Merwin came to Indiana in which state he became prominent both as a

soldier and as a public official. He enlisted for the Civil war in Com-
pany D. Seventy-first Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Cavalry, was subse-

quently transferred to the Seventeenth Reserve Corps, and was on duty
at army headquarters at Indianapolis until after the close of the war.

He held several subordinate clerkships at different sessions of the In-

diana Legislature, and in 1868 Avas elected chief clerk of the Hou.se of

Representatives. In 1871 he entered the Internal Revenue Department
service and so continued to be engaged until he was killed by uidaiOAvn

parties at Gosport, Indiana, on the night of January 4, 1873. PolloAAung

his death his widow hroAight the family to Alassillon, and here died

October 29, 1884, her remains being returned to Cloverdale for burial.

At the age of fourteen years Edward C. Alerwin went to Avork for

Russell & Company a.s office hoy and telegraph operator and from that

lime forward he has been identified Avith the same house, a period cov-

ering thirty-seven years. He occupied different clerical positions at

various times until 1882, in Avhich year he Avas sent to Alilwaukee by the

company as assistant manager of their branch house in that city. Re-
luming to Alassillon, he was in 1887 made assistant sales manager, in

1890 was sent to Alilwaukee as manager of the branch house, in 1891 Avas

sent to Portland, Oregon, as manager of the branch house, Avhieh is the

largest branch the company maintains, handling all the Pacific coast

business, and in 1892 was made manager of the St. Paul, Alinnesota,

branch. He returned to AIas.sillon to take the position of general man-
ager in 1894, at Avliich time he AAms given an interest in the business.

In the reorganization of the company, in 1902, he Avas made second
vice president and secretary and Avas given larger interests in the com-
})any. He is now vice j)resident and .secretary of this lai’ge hou.se.

Mr. Merwin is also vice prc'.sident and managing director of the fol-

lowing .subsidiary comj)anies (Russell & Company) : the A. II. Averill

Alachinery Company, Portland, Oregon; the Clark Implement Com-
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pany, Council Bluffs, Iowa
;
the G. 0. Richardson IMachineiy Company,

St. Joseph, Missouri; the P. P. Ilarbaugh Company, St. Paul, Minne-
sota; and the iMassillon Engine and Thresher Company, Chattanooga,
Tennessee. He is vice president of the Massillon Aluminum Company
and is identified with a number of other industrial and financial con-
(^erns, among which are the Massillon Bridge and Structural Company,
the iMassillon Iron and Steel Compan.y, the iMassillon Savings and Bank-
ing Company, the Ohio Savings and Trust Company of Massillon and
the City National Bank of Canton. He served for two terms as presi-

dent of the iMassillon Board of Trade and is a director in the Massillon
Chamber of Commerce. Mr. iMerwin is well known in club circles, being
a member of the iMassillon Social Club and a charter member of the

]\Iassillon Country Club.

]\Ir. Merwin married Grace Dangler, who was horn at Massillon in

1867, a daughter of the late John R. Dangler, who was twice elected

treasurer of Stark County. Four children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. i\Ierwin ; Fred Dangler, aged twenty-four years, in the employ
of Russell & Company, married Marie McLain, the daughter of Clarence
I\IcLain, of Ma.ssillon, and has one son—Fred D., Jr.

;
Marian Rockwell,

who is twenty years of age; Edward Carter, Jr., aged sixteen years, a
student at Phillips Exeter College, New Hampshire; and Donald Knapp,
aged twelve years, who is attending the public schools. Mr. iMerwin is

a vestryman at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church.
The Merwin family was founded in Ohio in 1839 and at Massillon in

1840 by John Plank Merwin, who Avas born in Chester County, Penn-
sylvania, Mai’ch 25, 1808. He Avas a son of Nicholas and Mary^ (Plank)
iMerAvin, the father being liorn at Douglasville, Robeson Township, Berks
CoAinty, Pennsylvania, July 6, 1782. Nicholas Avas the sou of William
Merwin, Avho Avas also a native of Pennsylvania, and the son of Philip

Meiuvin, Avho Avas born at Roxborough, Philadelphia County, nOAv part
of the City of Philadelphia, in 1702, and Avas of the first generation of

the family born in America. The MerAvins are of French-HugAienot
stock and the family name is “Mervin,” the descendants of John Plank
MerAAun alone holding to the later spelling. From France the MerAvins

fled to Germany to escape religious persecution, then coming to America,
and becoming early settlers of Pennsylvania.

Mary (Plank) Menvin, mother of John P., the Ohio settler, was born
on the old Peter Plank farm in Caernarvon ToAvnship, Berks County,
Pennsylvania, in 1783, tlie daughter of Peter Plank, who Avas Imrn in

Oley ToAAuiship, Berks County, Pennsylvania, in 1745 and died in 1831.

He AAms the son of Frederick de la Plank, avIio Avas the son of Dr. Jacques
de la Plank, the first physician of Berlts County and the son of Jean de

la Plank, a native-born French Hugmenot, Avho landed at New York City
in December, 1709, from whence he later removed to the Colony of Penn-
sylvania, subsequently making a permanent settlement in Falkner’s

SurA'ey, near or at Skippack, noAV in IMontgomery County, Pennsylvania.

Peter Plank, the grandfather of John P. Merwin, was for upAvards of

fifty years one of the bishops of the Amish Church. John P. Merwin
Avas married in August, 1830, to IMary A. Freese, Avho AA-as born in

Chester County, Pennsylvania, October 28, 1809, the daughter of John
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and Elizabeth Freese. In early life John P. Merwin learned the wheel-
wright trade at Morgantown, Pennsylvania. In 1839 he removed with
his family to New Lisbon, Ohio, and in the following year settled at

I\Iassillon, working at carpentering and in a foundry at Massillon and
for a time keeping a tavern at what was then known as West Massillon,

a distinct village at that time. He died October 8, 1885, and the mother
passed away November 7, 1881.

John A. Young. Among the well known business men and citizens

of Canton, a native son who has grown with the city where he has spent
all his life, is John A. Young, president, treasurer and manager of the

Yo\ing Heating and Plumbing Company, of No. 305 Cleveland Avenue,
N. W. i\Ir. Young was born July 13, 1874, in the old Geiger home, then

on the corner of Tuscarawas Street E., now Piedmont Avenue, and
Third Street N. W., Canton, and is a son of William and Ann (Geiger)

Young.
William Yoiing was born in New York Bay, on board the ship on

which the family came from Ireland. The mother was born at Paris,

Stark County, Ohio, a daughter of Conrad Geiger, who came to the

United States from Germany when he was eight years old, was an early

settler of Paris Township, Stark County, Ohio, and more than sixty

years ago became a well known citizen of Canton. He married Lydia
Adams, who was born in Massachusetts and was descended from the

same family that gave to this country two of its presidents, John Adams
and John Quincy Adams.

John A. Young attended the public schools of Canton from his sixth

to his fourteenth year, and when he was fifteen years old began an
apprenticeship to the plumber’s trade. When he finished his time he
began working as a journeyman plumber, continuing to be so engaged
in the city until 1909, in which year he became a master plumber and
opened a shop on Cleveland Aveniie N. W. His business grew from year
to year imtil he found it expedient to enlarge, and, in April, 1914,
organized and incorporated the Young Heating and Plumbing Company,
of which he became president, treasurer and manager. This company is

one of the strongest in its line at Canton, doing "a general plumbing,
tinning, roofing and steam, hot water and hot air heating business. Mr.
Young is known as one of the progressive, practical and energetic busi-

ness men of Canton, and as one who has gained his prominent position
in the business world through his own efforts.

Mr. Young was married at Canton to Miss Nettie Humburger, who
was born at Massillon, Ohio, daughter of John and Nancy (Crooks)
Humburger, early settlers and highly respected people of tliat city.

Two cliildren have been born to tins union : Hazel Anna Elizabetli, who
is eighteen years of age; and Thomas Robert, aged sixteen years. i\lr.

Young is widely and favorably known in trade circles, and liolds member-
.ship in the Canton Chandler of Commerce and the Canton Builders’
Exchange. He is also a member of the Canton Adcraft Club, and his

fraternal connection is with the local lodge of the iModern Woodmen of
America.
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William E. Sabver. Broad and exact technical knowledge and well
directed effort have gained to Mr. Sarver definite success in his

profession, that of civil engineer, and he is one of its well known rep-
resentatives in northern Ohio, besides being the valued incumbent of the
position of city engineer for Canton, the fine metropolis and judicial

center of his native county.

William Edward Sarver was born in Canton, Stark County, Ohio, on
the twenty-first day of dime, 1871, and is a son of Michael and Eliza
Jane (Anderson) Sarver. The lineage of the Sarver family traces back
to sterling German origin and its original representatives in America
settled in Pennsylvania about the time of the AVar of the Revolution.
In the old Keystone state was born John Sarver, grandfather of him
whose name introduces this review, and he was for many years a pros-

perous farmer of Westmoreland County, that state. He married Miss
Mary A. Kepple, whose death occurred in that county, and in 1860 John
Sarver came with his children to Ohio and settled on a farm in Wood
County, where he continued to maintain his home until his death, in 1870.

Michael Sarver was born in AYestmoreland County, Pennsylvania, on
the fourteenth of January, 1835, and in addition to being granted the

advantages of the common schools he took a course of higher study in

Mount Pleasant College, an excellent institution in his native state. As
a young man he was a successful teacher in the public schools of Penn-
sylvania, and when the great oil fields of the state were opened he became
identified with the development of the same. Later he read law, at

Greensburg, Pennsylvania, and finally he was admitted to the bar, but
impaired health led him to abandon the practice of his profession, as

tlie confinement and close application could not but prove a menace to

his physical wellbeing. In 1865 he came to Stark County and purchased
a farm in Canton Township, where he engaged in general agricultural

pursuits and stock-growing, besides establishing on his farm a plant for

the manufacturing of brick. Continued ill health finally, prompted him
to remove to California, where he purchased a farm, in Santa Barbara
County, his death having there occurred on the eighteenth of March,
1877. Ilis marriage to Miss Eliza Jane Anderson was solemnized Sep-

tember 27, 1859, she having been born at Mount Pleasant, AVestmoreland

County, Pennsylvania, on the twenty-third of October, 1837, a daughter

of Cunningham arid Christina (Schall) Anderson, both likewise natives

of Mount Pleasant, where the former was born in 1806 and the latter in

1809. Mrs. Sarver survived her husband by several years and was a

resident of California at the time of her demise.

The preliminary educational discipline of AYilliam E. Sarver was
obtained in the public schools of Canton, where he was graduated in the

high school as a member of the class of 1888. In 1891 he entered the

University of Ohio, at Columbus, in which he completed the regular four

years’ course in civil engineering and was graduated in 1895. He
initiated his active professional career in the position of draftsman in

the office of the city engineer of Canton, in 1896, and he continued his

effective services as draftsman and assistant city engineer until 1901,

^fter which he was engaged until 1905 as assistant engineer to Loomis
E. Chapin, a representative consulting engineer, in Canton. In 1906-07
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Mr. Sarver was city engineer of Canton, and after his retirement he was
again associated with Mr. Chapin until May, 1913, when he once more
assumed the position of city engineer, of which he has since continued
the zealous and efficient incumbent, to his credit standing a large amount
of important engineer work accomplished for the benefit of the Stark
County metropolis. Mr. Sarver is a member of the Tri-County Engi-
neering Society, is affiliated with the Canton Lodge of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks and the Phi Gamma Delta college fra-

ternity, is a staunch democrat in his political proclivities, and is a
communicant of Trinity Lutheran Church in his home city, as is also

his wife.

In 1903 was solemnized the maiTiage of Mr. Sarver to Miss Margaret
May White, who was born at Mogadore, Summit County, a daughter of

Henry C. White, now a resident of Canton. Mr. and Mrs. Sarver have
no children.

William G. Miller. Among the men foremost in Stark County as

identified with Ohio industrial entei’prises, those who have become known
far and wide by reason of the importance of their connections, none is

there whose personality is of a more interesting character or whose
career has been more impressive or beneficial as an object lesson than
William G. Miller, of Navarre. His life was started as a miner, and
when he first came to this country he had little to aid him save his native

industry and ambition, but he has steadily and perseveringly worked
his way up the ladder of success, and now stands as one of the most
substantial among the industrial leaders of the county.

Mr. Miller was born at Dunfermline, County Fife, Scotland, IMarch

16, 1850, and is a son of John and Elizabeth (Ilenderson) Miller. His
father, a miller by trade, passed his entire career in Scotland and died
in 1891 at the age of seventy-three years, while the mother passed away
there in 1872, when forty-nine years of age. AVilliam G. Miller was
given his education in the public scliools of his native land, and as a

youth learned to operate a stationary engine, and was so engaged for

several years, also working in the coal mines. In 1872 he decided to

investigate the opportunities offered to young and ambitious men in the

United States, and accordingly emigrated to this country, first taking
up his residence at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, where he found employ-
ment in running an engine at the Cambria Iron Works, which at that

time was rebuilding its plant. After about nine months at Johnstown,
Mr. Miller went to Illinois, and there worked in the coal mines for about
six months, at the end of which time he came to Ohio, and locating at

Massillon went to work in the coal mines. He was steadily advanced in

po.sition, gaining promotion through ability and faithful discharge of

duty, and became mine boss and manager and continued as such until

1897, on May 1st of which year he came to Navarro, wbicli village has
since continued to be his home, with the exception of several years
passed in travel.

U[)on his' ari'ival at Navarro I\Ir. Miller became principal stockbohler
and general manager oP tli(' Navan-e Stoneware Company, with which
be continued to be identified until 1910, at whiclt time be sold out, and
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in company with Mrs. Miller went abroad, visiting Scotland and Eng-
land, remaining three months, and returning by way of Canada. In the
following year they travelecl in the South. For the past few years
Mr. Miller has been interested as a coal operator in the Jellieo Coal Com-
pany of Eastern Tennessee. He was one of the organizers and incor-

porators of the Navarre Deposit Bank Company, of which he was the

first president, and under his direction this grew to be one of the sub-

stantial monetary institutions of Stark County. He resigned from the

presidency in 1914, but still retains his stock in the bank. He is

tinaucially interested in the United Steel Company, of Canton, Ohio,

and the Sells Horse Goods Manufacturing Company of Canton, was a

charter member of the Canton Roof and Tile Company, and was one
of the organizers of the Canton Steel Foundry Company. This record

of a career that has been so strong and forceful, so active and honorable,

is necessarily brief. By his own energy and labor Mr. Miller has suc-

ceeded in achieving a high position, and what he has accomplished is

due entirely to his ambitious nature, his patient endeavor and his

unwearying application. Systematic methods, prompt and decisive

action under all circumstances, good judgment and tact united with a

high sense of honesty, and an absolute fidelity in every undertaking,
have, when in such combination, placed him high on the roll of Stark
County’s business men and given him a substantial and lasting reputa-
tion as' a helpful and useful citizen of his community. Public spirited

and benevolent, he has at all times shown himself in sympathy with
progressive movements and warranted charity. He is a republican, but
public life has held out no inducements for him, he being content to

confine his energies to the development of business affairs. AYhile his

leisure moments are few and far between, yet still he finds time to attend
the meetings of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Robert
Burns Society, of which latter he is a charter member and trustee. He
attends the Presbyterian Church.

Mr. Miller was married at Massillon, Ohio, October 22, 1874, to Miss
Ann McLennan, who was bom in Inverness, Scotland, April 12, 1854,

daughter of Kenneth and Elizabeth (McGillivray) McLennan. She
came to the United States in 1873 with her brother and settled at Mas-
sillon, Ohio, where she met and married Mr. Miller. To this union there

were born the following children : John, who is engaged in farming
operations in Wayne County, Ohio, is married and the father of six

children
;
Kenneth, who is a resident of Clarendon Avenue, Canton, is

married and has one child
;
Elizabeth, who is the wife of Ralph Metzger,

of New Philadelphia, Ohio, and has one son
;
Agnes Ann, whose death

occurred when she Was a child of four years of age
;
William, who is

unmarried and makes his home at Massillon
;
Donald, a resident of New

Philadelphia, who is married and has one son; Walter, who is married
and resides at Lima, Ohio; David, a resident of Canal Dover, who is

married and has a son and a daughter
;
Murdoch McKinley, a resident

of Massillon; James W., who died at the age of one year and eight

months; an infant son who died unnamed; Anna Agnes, a graduate of

the Massillon High School, class of 1915, who resides Avith her parents

;

and Monroe, who is a student at the Navarre High School.
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Percy L. McLain. Vice President, treasurer and general manager of

J. H. McLain Company, manufacturers of heaters, P. L. McLain has
been actively identified with industrial affairs at Canton since he was
a boy, and is now a prominent factor in one of the institutions which
give Canton its celebrity as a manufacturing center.

Percy L. McLain was born at Massillon, Ohio, February 27, 187-1,

a son of the late James H. McLain. Three generations of the McLain
family have been prominent in banking, manufacturing and other affairs

in Stark County. His great-grandparents, James and Eleanor (Evans)
McLain, came out of Pennsylvania and located in Columbiana County,
Ohio, in 1820. In the next generation was John E. iMcLain, who was
born in Pennsylvania in 1811, and in 1832 located at Massillon, where
he became prominent as a banker and railroad builder. For a time he
was a member of the firm of Knapp & McLain, manufacturers of thresh-

ing machines at Massillon. After this business was sold in 1810 he for

three years operated a line of boats along the old Ohio Canal between
Cleveland and Portsmouth, and subsequently erected several of the

prominent manufacturing plants at Massillon. In the early ’50s he built

a portion of the old Ohio & Pennsylvania, now part of the Pennsylvania
system, east of Massillon. He was one of the first lumber mill operators

in the Puget Sound Region in what is now the State of Washington,
and in 1855 established a private bank at Massillon. In 1875 he became
president of the Union National Bank of Massillon. This is only a
partial record of his varied activities and enterprises, and a more de-

tailed account will be found on other pages. John E. McLain married
Eliza Austin, and one of their children was the late James H. McLain,
who was born at Massillon, November 16, 1842, and died IMareh 10, 1894.

In 1861 he began his career as clerk in his father’s store, was for five

years a member of the firm of Ricks & McLain, then for six years with
McLain, Dougler & Company, and for three subsequent years was in the

Exchange National Bank of Massillon. From 1876 until his death he
was prominently identified with manufacturing interests. In 3886 he
established Canton’s first electric light plant, subsequently came into

possession of the Canton power plant, and having organized the J. II.

McLain Machine Company engaged in the manufacture of agricultural
implements. In 1894 the J. II. McLain Company was incorporated for

the manufacture of heating apparatus, and he was its president until

his death. James II. McLain married Ellen M. Tonner of Canton. The
son, John E., succeeded his father as jiresident of the J. II. McLain
Company and still holds that office and is also prominent in other manu-
facturing and business alfairs at the county seat.

Percy L. McLain received his early education in the IMassillon public
schools, and from the age of fourteen has been identified with the J. II.

McLain Company of Canton. In 1899 he was made its secretary and
treasurer, and in February, 1915, was given the offices of vice president,
treasure'!- and general manager. He is also secretary of the Trolly
Supply Comj)any of Canton, of which his brother, John E., is jiresident.

Mr. McLain is a member of the Canton Chamber of Conunerce, the
Canton & Lakeside Country Club, and is a Scotfisli Rite Mason. He
married Anna F. Fast, of Canton, daughter of the late IM. Fast. Their
two daughters are named Ruth and Louise.
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Henry S. Preston. Among the enterprises which contribute

materially to the prestige of Stark County as an important center of

the stock-raising industry in Ohio, one of the most prominent is the Ideal

Stock Farm, located in IMarlboro Township, the proprietor of which is

Henry S. Preston. When l\Ir. Preston first came to Stark County, in

1888, he was possessed of small means, and started his career as a farm
laborer. Gi'adually he worked his way up the ladder of success, and
today is not only the owner of the above-mentioned property, which
places him on the toj) rung among horse breeders and stock dealers of

Stark County, but an extensive landholder and interested in various
business enterprises here and elsewhere, including the A^igo-American
Clay Company, of which he is president.

Henry S. Preston was horn in Carroll County, Ohio, May 26, 1865,

and is a son of Amor and Diana (Smith) Preston. The Prestons were
originally IMarylanders, and Amos Preston was a lad when he came
with his father, Joseph Preston, and the family, to Carroll County,
Ohio. Joseph Preston passed the remaining years of his life here, being
engaged in agricultural pursuits, and accumulated a good property.
Following the inclination of the family towards professional pursuits.

Amor Preston equipped himself with a good ediieation, and as a young
man adopted the vocation of teaching, which he followed for some years
in Carroll County. Later, however, he gave more attention to his farm,
on which was discovered a coal mine, and this he operated until the

time of his retirement, following which he made his home with his son,

Henry S., in Stark County. Here he passed away, in June, 1908, well

advanced in years and possessed of the esteem and regard of all those

in the community with whom he had come into contact. The mother of

Henry S. Preston was horn in Carroll County, Ohio, daughter of Henry
Smith, who was a Pennsylvania German and an early settler of Carroll

County. Mrs. Preston, a woman of many lovable qualities, died at her
son’s home in Stark County, in August, 1911.

The boyhood days of Henry S. Preston were passed on the home farm
in Carroll County, where his education was secured in the public schools.

He worked at home until he reached years of majority, and in 1888
came to Stark County and went to work for Samuel S. Correll, who then
lived on the farm at Centre Schoolhouse, in Plain Township, four miles

from Canton. At the time of his arrival there, ]\Ir. Preston was
possessed of $150 in money, two horses and a l)uggy, but these did not
represent his entire capital, for he had an unlimited stock of ambition,

energy and determination, qualities which have characterized his every
venture and which have won him unqualified success. He remained in

the employ of Mr. Correll for three months, receiving a salary of $12
per month, and then went to work for Christian Worstler, who had a

farm near AVorstler Church, in Plain Township. One year later he
engaged in sawmilling in Harrison and Carroll counties, and during
all this period he carefully saved his earnings with the end in view of

becoming the proprietor of a property of his own.
In September, 1890, klr. Preston was united in marriage with

Aliss Ida R. "Warstler, the daughter of John L. AVarstler, who had a

small farm and tile factory in Nimishillen Township, of which
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Mr. Preston took charge for his father-in-law. He continued to con-

duct these enterprises until the year 1901, when he went to Terre Haute,
Indiana, and there was successful in organizing the Vigo Clay Company,
of wliich he became general manager, a position which he retained until

March 1, 1915. In about the year 1907, Mr. Preston purchased for tin-

comi^any (which in the meantime had assumed prominent proportions)

a plant at Cambridge, Ohio, known as the Guernsey Clay Company,
whicli they improved and operated with siiccess until the year 1914,

when it was disposed of. Mr. Preston still retains his interest in this

concern, which is one of the important industries of Terre Haute, and
in which he is the largest stockholder, as well as holding the office of

president. About 1911 the A^igo Clay Company bought a half interest

in the American Clay Company, and in the early part of 1915 the two
companies were consolidated, under the present style of the Vigo-
American Clay Company, which has a capital of $375,000.

In 1900, Mr. Preston i:>urchased the Clair Farm, in Marlboro Town-
ship, eleven miles northeast from Canton, four miles from Louisville,

three miles from Aliddlebranch and two miles from Harrisburg, and on

which he has built their modern home. The farm at that time contained
102 acres. The old barn was struck and destroyed by lightning Sep-
tember 25, 1910, and Mr. Preston at once began to build his present barn
which was completed in 1911, a structure 44 by 84 feet, with a straw shed

44 by 46 feet. When the barn was completed he began to remodel and
rebuild his residence, which was completed the same year, a commodious
and comfortable home, 34 by 42 feet, two stories in height and modern
in every particulai’, with fourteen rooms. Its conveniences include

running water, both hot and cold, hath room, and a Fairbanks electric

light storage battery plant, which lights both residence and barn.

Air. Preston next purchased twenty acres of pasture land from Benjamin
Geiselman, and later the Jacob Harmony Farm, which adjoined the

twenty acres above, the latter farm containing eighty acres, with a good
residence and sid)stantial barn, which he improved, this latter being
36 by 60 feet, with a straw shed 34 by 36 feet. His next purchase was
the John C. Harmony Farm of 130 acres, which adjoins his own farm on
the east, and the Jacob Harmony Farm, on the north, on which there

are a good residence and a barn 38 by 70 feet, with straw shed 34 by 36

feet. His land totals 330 acres of as fine land as is to he found in Stark
County, while the improvements are of the most up-to-date character.

Everything about this property testifies to the skill and good business

management of its irroprietor, who within the space of a few years has
risen from modest position to he one of the foremost agriculturists of his

part of the county.

While still living at Terre Haute, Indiana, Air. Preston began the

breeding of stock on the Stark County farm and when ho returned to the

farm, in 1907, he began to breed and handle cattle and horses on a large

scale. He is inclined to favor Percherons and Belgian Draft horses,

pi'incipally the fonner, and in his stables are to he found sneh valuahh>

animals as “Cadix, No. 24670” Pcrcheron stallion, imported, ‘‘Sultan

Dezee, No. 3358,” im])orted Belgian stallion, and “Joshua, No. 26755.”
.American l)r(>d. He also has several stallions bred from the above sires.
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and at the present time has more than fifty head of horses on his farm,
together with many milch cows and other stock, all of the very highest

grade. In business circles Mr. Preston’s name is an honored one, and
as a citizen he is recognized as a man wliose support in any movement
for the benefit of the eommnnity practically spells the success of the

enterprise. While he has not been desirous of a public career, he takes

an interest in all matters that affect the community, and is one of his

section’s most enthusiastic “boosters.”

Mr. and IMrs. Preston are the parents of three children ; Leora Odra,
who was born in 1892; Verge Ethel, born in 1895; and Ralph Henry,
born in 1910. Mr. Preston and the members of his family are consistent

attendants of the United Brethren Church.

IIiRAM SeI;L. Among the agriculturists of Stark County Avho have
contributed of their services to the community’s welfare, Avhile at the

same time they have won personal success in their farming operations,

one who is deserving of more than passing mention is Hiram Sell.

Since 1881 he has been almost constantly before the people of his com-
munity as the incumbent of public office, and at the present time is

serving his fourth term as trustee of Plain Township. His record, both

as a citizen and an official, is an excellent one, entitling him to the esteem
and confidence he is generally accorded.

klr. Sell was born on his father’s farm, near Middlebranch, in Plain
Township, Stark County, Ohio, October 11, 1849, and is a son of Andrew
and Margaret (Spangler) Sell. His father was born in Union Town-
ship, Adams County,- Pennsylvania, in 1825, and was killed at a barn
raising in Pennsylvania, June 11, 1886. Margaret (Spangler) Sell was
born in Plain ToAvnship, Stark County, Ohio, in 1825, and died Septem-
ber 21, 1850. Tbe paternal grandfather of Hiram Sell was Abraham
Sell, who never came to Stark County, and the maternal grandfather was
Benjamin Spangler, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1793 and died in

Stark County, February 18, 1876. Mr. Spangler married Margaret
Priscilla AVeyer, who was born in Stark County, the daughter of Rev.

Anthony AA’’eyer, a native of Pennsylvania, the pioneer Lutheran preacher
of Plain Towmship, who preached here before there Avas a Lutheran
Church in the township. He Avas laid to rest at McKinley Park, Canton,
but fifty years later the reinains AA'ere removed to AVorstler Church grave-

yard, in Plain Township.
Hiram Sell Avas about nine months old AAdien his mother died and at

that time he Avent to live Avith his maternal grandfather. Benjamin
Spangler. AA^hen he Avas six years of age his father took him to Penn-
sylvania and he lived there until he AA'as thirteen years of age, Avhen he
came back to his grandjAarents in Plain Township. There his youth Avas

passed much the same as other lads of his day and locality, the summer
months being spent in the hard and unrelenting work of the farm, while

in the short Avinter terms he secured his education in the district schools.

He continued to remain Avith his grandparents and to assist them in

their activities until his marrage, December 19, 1872, to Aliss Sarah
Snider, Avho Avas born in Plain ToAAuiship, Stark County, December 13,

1853, daughter of Henry Snider.
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]\Ir. and Mrs. Sell took a wedding trip to Pennsylvania, and upon
their return settled on a rented farm in Plain Township, remaining
thereon for several years. Subsequently, when through industry and
strict economy he had saved enough capital, Mr. Sell purchased the

nucleus for his present farm, which was then a part of the old Henry
Snider farm. In 1882, in addition to his farming operations, Mr. Sell

branched oiit into the threshing business, which he followed with a fair

measure of success until 1895, when he sold his outfit and retired from
sixch activities. In agricultural circles, l\Ir. Sell is known as a practical,

progressive farmer, fully abreast of his vocation, and one who is

thoroughly familiar with every department of farming and stockraising.

His farm has been improved with substantial and handsome buildings,

equipped with every appliance that has been invented for the agricul-

turist ’s convenience.

Mr. Sell has always been one of the popular men of Plain Township,
and his intelligence and abilities have been frequently recognized by his

fellow-townsmen, who have chosen him to fill public office on numerous
occasions. As early as 1881 he was made a member of the hoard of

school directors of his township, a capacity in which he served until

1887, and in the meantime, in 1884, was made a member of the board of

supervisors, continuing to act in that office until 1889. In 1888 he was
elected assessor, and served as such two years, and in 1910 was again
chosen as the incumbent of that office, the duties of which he ably dis-

charged for a period of four years. In 1892 Mr. Sell was first elected

township trustee of Plain Township and received re-elections in 1894
and 1896. He then remained out of this office until 1914, when he again
became a candidate and was elected by a satisfying majority. He was
re-elected in 1915 for two years. In official positions, Mr. Sell has shown
an appreciation of the responsil)ilities of public service, and has labored

conscientiously for the best interests of his community and its people.

His record is one by which the younger generation may be safely guided.
Mr. Sell has been the father of four children, as follows: Alverta E.,

born March 16, 1876, married Justice B. Reese, May 26, 1896; he died
June 17, 1901, aged thirty years

;
they had one child, Berdella IMabel,

who died August 2, 1902, aged three years; Ervin L., born March 10,

1884, who died March 17, 1901; Henry A., l)orn December 20, 1885,
married August 19, 1906, Cora Fosnaught, and has four children

—

Cladys Alma, horn December 19, 1908, Dorothy May, horn August 2,

1910, Vera Hilda, July 15, 1911, and died at the age of fifteen months,
and Esther Alberta, July 27, 1915; and Corrina Hiram, horn klarch 30,

1890. Mr. Sell is a democrat in his political views. He and the members
of his family belong to the Lutheran Church.

Henry Snider, the father of Mrs. Sell, was horn on the Snider farm
in Plain Township, Stax'k County, Ohio, October 11, 1820, was ba])tized

by the Rev. Anthony Weyer, and died July 31, 1901, on the old farm,
where he had passed his entire life. He nmrried Maria Ann Kunfahr,
who was born in Marlboro Township, Stark County, Ohio, February 12,

1827, and she died November 21, 1891. Their children were as I'oliows:

John, who died when young; Adam, who is deceased; Sarah, who is

now Mrs. Hiram Sell; Henry, who is a resident of Abilene, Kansas:
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George, who is also a resident of Kansas
;
Mary Alice, who is deceased

;

and -Jacob, who lives in Plain Township.

Harry Withrow Irwin has had much to do with making Canton a
center of the iron and steel industry. He was identified with the organ-
ization and plant installation of several of the large factories here, and
recently took up his duties as state inspector of workshops and public
buildings.

A native of Pennsylvania, where his grandparents on both sides as
well as his parents spent all their lives, Efarry W. Irwin was born on a
farm in Westmoreland County, October 13, 1865, son of IMarshall and
Ellen B. (McConnell) Irwin, the former a native of Indiana County.
Pennsylvania, and the latter of Westmoreland County. The paternal
grandfather was Eliphalet Irwin and the maternal grandfather was
Thomas McConnell, both natives of Pennsylvania. In 1872 the family
removed from Westmoreland County to Leechbiirg, Armstrong County,
Pennsylvania, where Mr. Irwin’s father was in the wholesale and livery

business.

Seven jmars of age when this removal occurred, Harry W. Irwin
began his schooling in Leechbiirg, was reared to manhood there, and on
leaving school at the age of eighteen started to work in the West Penn-
sylvania steel plant. He was almost immediately given charge of the

hydraulic crane. He next went into the sheet mill and still later was
employed by the Apollo Iron & Steel Company at Apollo, Pennsylvania.
Returning to Leechbiirg, he was with the Sheet Steel Company, and then
in the tin mill at New Kensington, Pennsylvania, and finally to Waynes-
burg, Pennsylvania.

It was in 1901 that Mr. Irwin came to Canton, and was one of the

men who helped to start the Stark Rolling IMill. About a year and a

half later he went to the American Sheet Steel Plant of Canton, and
subsequently put in about eighteen months with the sheet mill at Mans-
field, Ohio. Since then he has lived in Canton, and assisted in building

the Canton Sheet Steel Company, and was with that organization for a

year and a half. After that he was with the V. L. Ney Company of

Canton for about three years.

On October 1, 1915, he was appointed to his present position as state

inspector of workshops and public buildings. He now gives all his time

and attention to his official duties. His extensive experience gives him
unusual qualifications for this work. Mr. Irwin is a thirty-second degree

Scottish Rite Mason and also a Knight Templar Mason, and has taken

most of the degrees in both the York and Scottish Rite. He is a member
of the Canton Chamber of Commerce. He and his wife are members of

the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Irwin married Sadie Latimer, daughter

of William Latimer of Pennsylvania.

-losEPH Vincent Miller. The secretary and trea-surer of the Mas-
sillon Aluminum Company, -Joseph Vincent Miller, is by inheritance

and training well equipped for his responsible position. He comes of

a family given to valuable and practical accomplishment, and is the son

of a pioneer who set an example for useful living, a man whose life work
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ran parallel with the history of Massillon for a long period of years.

Mr. Miller was born at Massillon and here his entire life has been
passed, his success in business circles having been achieved solely through
the medium of his own efforts.

Mr. Miller was born at Massillon, January 21, 1877, his parents being
Theodore and Susanna (Ilammersmith) Miller. Ilis father was born
in 1848, at Wooster, Ohio, a son of Nicholas Miller, a native of Bavaria,

Germany, who on coming to the United States settled as a pioneer in

Wayne County, Ohio. Prom Wooster Theodore Miller came to Massillon

at an early day and for many years worked at the machinist’s trade,

being known as a skilled and industrious master of his vocation. He
died in 1911. The mother of Joseph V. Miller was born at Massillon in

1849, a daughter of Adam Hammersmith, who was an early settler of

Massillon from Bavaria. She died in 1904.

Joseph V. Miller was reared at Massillon, where he was graduated
from the high school in 1896, and later from the Massillon Actual Busi-

ness College. He has made his own way since he was thirteen j'ears

old, working in a grocery store, before and after school, on Saturdays
and during vacations. His first position of eonserpience was as pi'ivate

secretary to Dr. A. V. Richardson, who was the first superintendent of

the Massillon State Hospital, and after this experience entered, in 1898,

the office of Reed & Company, proprietors of the Massillon Glass Works,
as bookkeeper and general office man. He continued in that line of

work with the successors of Reed & Company, the Ohio Bottle Company,
as well as with the latter’s succes.sors', American Bottle Company, being
local superintendent of this concern until the time of his resignation in

1913 to become secretary and trea.surer of the Massillon Aluminum Com-
pany, a local organization, backed by local capital, which positions

he has continued to occupy. In addition to ably discharging the duties

of these offices, Mr. Miller has other interests, and is a director of the

Ohio Banking and Trust Company. He is a member of the chamber
of commerce and bears an excellent reputation among business men of

the city. In fraternal work he is well known also, having been one of

the organizers of the Massillon lodge of the Knights of Columbus, of

which he was the first financial secretary. His religious connection is

with St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.
Mr. Miller was married to Miss Gertnide A. Sonnhatter, who was

born at Mas.sillon, January 21, 1882, daughter of the late Philip Sonn-
hatter, who opened more coal mines in the Massillon district than any
other individual, and was considered an authority on coal subjects,

and at the time of his death was the oldest coal operator in the district.

Mr. and Mrs. Miller are the parents of three children, namely
;

Quentin
J., Mary Catherine and Agnes Gertrude.

RussEiiTj George Chase. Prominent among the well-lcnown citizens

and business men who through their abilities and activities are eontribut-

ing to Canton’s prestige as a. manufacturing center is found Russell

George Chase, president and general manager and treasurer of the Sun
Vapor and Gas Street Lamp Company. Mr. Chase is not only widely and
favorably known in business circles, but has taken an active and leading
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part in civic affairs and is likewise a prominent figure in fraternal
matters.

Russell G. Chase was born in the City of Bristol, England, May 2,

1863, and is a son of Capt. Russell George and Adelaide (Moorcraft)
Chase. His father has been in the merchant vessel service between the

United States and Europe for many years and is still active, although at

this vTiting (1915) the great European war has curtailed for the time
his operations. He was born at Bristol, where his father was of the

landed gentry, while the mother of Russell G. Chase, who is also living,

was born at Hollingbourne, Kent, England.
Russell G. Chase received a good education in the schools of England,

and in his seventeenth year accompanied his father on one of his voyages
to this country, Avhere, in the port of Baltimore, he began his Imsiness

career as an office boy at the Baltimore branch house of C. Aultman &
Company, of Canton, Ohio. Later he became a stenographer in the

employ of the Pliiladelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore Railroad Company,
at Wilmington, Delaware, and in 1884 came to Canton and was employed
as stenographer under James C. McMath, in the legal department of

C. Aultman & Company. This concern was a heavy stockholder in the

Sun Vapor Street Light Company, and later Mr. McMath took Mr. Chase
with him as a private secretary for the Sun Vapor Street Light Company.

The present Sun Vapor and Gas Street Light Company has been in

existence about thirty-five years, first as the Sun Vapor and Stove Com-
pany, next as the Sun Vapor Street Light Company, and since 1910 as

the Sun Vapor and Gas Street Light Company. The following are the

officers: Russell G. Chase, president and treasurer; N. S. B. Domer, vice

president and secretary. The capital is $100,000, fully paid up. This
concern manufactures gasoline indoor lamps, gasoline systems, gasoline

torches, gasoline blow pipes, gasoline plumbers’ furnaces, gasoline burn-
ers, gasoline street lamps, and ornamental cluster standard lights, the

same as are in use all over Canton in its principal doAvntown streets.

The goods find a ready sale in the markets of the world and have a high
reputation for c|uality and endurance.

Mr. Chase entered the company as private secretary to Mr. McMath
and continued as such to his successors until 1896, when klr. Chase
became William McKinley’s stenographer, serving as such and being
with that gentleman constantly from the time of his retirement as gov-

ernor of the State of Ohio until he was elected and inaugurated President

of the United States. He also did reportorial Avork for both the Associ-

ated Press and the United Press, but during all this time maintained his

interest in the Sun Vapor Company. In 1906 he was made secretary of

the company, and later acted, also, as treasurer, in 1912 was made vice

president, general manager and treasurer, and in 1915 Avas elected

president.

Mr. Chase, as before indicated, has been very active in civic affairs,

especially as a member of the chamber of commerce. He was one of

the ten men chosen at a banquet given by the Business Men’s Association

of Canton to formulate plans for the adoption of a “ Canton Chamber
of Commerce,” and the organization Avas effected along the lines of the

plans laid down by that committee. Since that time he has been a
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member of the transportation committee. He has served two terms by
election and one-half term by appointment as a member of the Board
of Education of Canton since 1910, and has been prominent in various

other civic bodies and organizations. Mr. Chase is also interested in the

sponge industry, with several of his relatives, at Chase, Florida. This
industry, which is a large and flourishing one, is located on a small group
of islands or key, on the South Florida coast, through which ruiis the

Florida East Coast or Flagler Railway. In 1914 over 100,000 sponges
were harvested.

Mr. Chase’s interests and activities aside from those mentioned have
been extensive and varied. He is an excellent French scholar, and for a
time taught that language to classes at the Canton Young Men’s Chris-

tian Association. He was the founder and organizer, in 1911, of the

Robert Burns Society of America, of which he-is supreme keeper of the

archives, this being a representative Scottish-American fraternal and
social society, incorporated. He also holds membership in the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias, the National
Union and the American Insurance Union.

Mr. Chase was married to Miss Margaret Henriei, who was born in

the City of London, England, of German parents, who went from Ger-
many to London, thence to the United States, and Anally to Canton. Her
mother died in 1912. Mr. and Mrs. Chase are the parents of one daugh-
ter: Adelaide M., who was born November 16, 1903.

Alton A. Pontius. Of the quota of native sons of Stark County
who are ably representing the same in the pedagogic profession and also

as an exponent of the basic industry of agriculture is klr. Pontius, who
has been a successful and popular teacher in the schools of the county
for more than a score of years and wdiose place of residence is a well

improved farm just east of Greentown, in Lake Township. In the

paternal line as well as on the distaff side also is Mr. Pontius to be

designated as a scion of sterling and influential pioneer ancestry in

Stark County, and at Canton, the metropolis and judicial center of this

fine county, his birth occurred on the 14th of January, 1874.

Alton Ambrose Pontius is a son of Elias P. and Catharine (Royer'
Pontius, the father a native of Greentown, Lake Township, this county,

where he was born February 14, 1840, and the latter was born March 4,

1833, at Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Her death occurred on the 23d of

January, 1907. Elias P. Pontius, who was long and prominently identi-

fied with agricultural pursuits in Lake Township, is now living virtually

retired at Greentown, and is a citizen who has ever commanded the

unqualified esteem of the community in wliich his life has been ]iassed.

He is a son of Samuel and Catharine (Wise) Pontius, the par('uts of

the latter having been very early settlers in the Greentown district of

this county, where her father, .lohn Wise, wielded much influence in

connection with civic and industrial affairs' in tlie ])ioneer days, as did

also the early founders of the Pontius family in tlie county.

Ih'ared under tlie sturdy and invigorating discipline of the farm,

Alton A. Pontius ae(|uii'('d Ids early ('dueation in the district seliools

and waxed strong in both mental and pliysieal iiowers. His ambition
voi. in—

9
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led him to make tlie best use of the higher educational advantages which
were afforded him to a large extent tlirough his own efforts. He was
graduated in the high school at Greentown in 1892, in which same year
he initiated his pedagogic career by assuming charge of a district school
in Plain Township. For two terms he pursued higher academic studies

in Valparaiso University, at A^alparaiso, Indiana, and he completed his

literary training at Wooster University, Wooster, Ohio, besides which he
attended the Akron Business College, at Akron, this state. Except for
one year devoted to clerical work in an office at Akron each year since

1892 has found Mr. Pontius engaged in specially successfid work as a
teacher. In 1911:-15 he taught the Chapel Hill school in Lake Town-
ship, and his services have been retained for the same school during the

winter of 1915-16. Though he gives his active supervision to Ins’ farm
he is an enthusiast in the work of his profession, and is a valued member
of the Stark County Teachers’ Institute and the Lake Township
Teachers’ Institute, in the work of both of which he has been active and
influential. Mr. Pontius is now serving as justice of the peace in and
for the township in which he resides, and this position he has filled for a

number of years with credit to himself, his adjudications having been
uniformly just and fair. He is affiliated with Hadassah Lodge, No. 450,

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, at Greentown, and botli he and his

wife a I’e members of the Methodist Episcopal Church at that place.

On December 26, 1907, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Pontius
to Miss Dicie Kamp, who likewise was born and reared in Lake Town-
ship, where her father, Frank Kamp, is a substantial farmer and popular
citizen. Mr. and Mrs. Pontius have four children: Margaret E., Ralph
E., AVanna J., and Ward E.

John Thomas. AV^hen he was nine years of age, John Thomas went
to work in the mines at Youngstown Hill. This early taking up of life’s

responsibilities precluded the idea of any great educational or other

advantages in his youth, but he was possessed of the ambition and
determination to succeed, and his subsequent career has been one filled

with public honor and crowned with material success. Prom 1891 until

the present he has been almost constantly before the public as the in-

cumbent of offices of responsiblity and his reputation as a man of solid

worth and brilliant attainments has extended far beyond the borders of

his native state.

Mr. Thomas was horn at the Hamlet of Syracuse, Meigs County,

Ohio, December 27, 1857, and is a son of Jobas and Maria (Raymond)
Thomas, natives of AA^ales, the father horn at Flower De Luce, Mon-
mouthshire, and the mother at Pontypridd. Jobas Thomas was a worker
in the coal mines of AA^ales, and came to America about the year 1854,

first locating at Halifax, Nova Scotia, and then removing to New York.

Later he went to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he married Alaria

Raymond, the daughter of a coal miner, Avho was brought by her

parents to America in young womanhood, the family settling in Summit
County, Ohio. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Thomas moved to

what was then Youngstown Hill, now Newman, in Stark Coiinty, Ohio,

and in 1864 the father secured employment at what Avas then known
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as tlie Scliriver Mine, a minei’S liamlet. In tlie spring of 1884 the
family came to Navarre, where Mr. Thomas worked in the mines until

he was about sixty-eight years of age, then retiring from active life.

He is still living at Navarre at the age of eighty-live year’s, Mrs. Thomas
having died in 1910, at the age of seventy-three years.

As before stated, John Thomas had few opportunities for an educa-
tional training in his youth, but one cannot long be with him today
without realizing that he is a man of sound practical knowledge, gained
through study and observation and through association with men of

stability and participation in events of importance. He Avorked in the

mines at different points until 1891, and during this time became recog-

nized as an energetic and forcible exponent of progressive legislation

to better Avorking conditions. In the year mentioned he was elected as

a republican to the Ohio Legislature by a larger vote than that received

by the candidate for governor, who was William McKinley, later to

become President of the United States. Mr. Thomas was re-elected to

the Ohio Legislature in 1893. In his first session in the House, he Avas

chairman of ’the Committee on Labor, a position Avhich he retained in

his second session, and was also a member of tlie Finance Committee. In
1895 he Avas a candidate for state senator and Avas defeated in tlie con-

vention by half a vote. That year the Stark County Republican Central
Committee chose Mr. Thomas as its chairman by unanimous vote and
he led the fight in the campaign of that year which Avas a most bitter

one, and rolled up a larger majority for Gen. Asa Bushnell for governor
than had ever been given a candidate for the gubernatorial office by
Stark County voters. His excellent manageinent Avas also shoAvn in the

fact that every republican candidate for state senator and representa-

tive Avon by overAvhelming majorities, and that Legislature elected J\Ir.

Foraker to the United States Senate. Mr. Thomas Avas also chairman of

the committee during the memorable presidential campaign of 1896,

Avhen Mr. McKinley was elected President. FolloAving the campaign
of 1896, Mr. Thomas relinquished the chairmanship of the County Cen-
tral Committee, became the head of the labor department of the campaign
of 1897, and assisted in the election of the Legislature Avhich elected

Mark A. Hanna to the United States Senate. He Avas then, early in

1898, appointed special agent in the Special United States Customs
Department, Avith headquarters at Detroit, Michigan, being subsequently
transferred to the Special Emigration Department, Avith headquarters
at Niagara Palls and Buffalo, New York. Later he was promoted to the

position of commissioner of emigration at Quebec, Province of Quebec,
including Saint Johns, New Brunswick and Halifax, Nova Scotia, Avhere

he was from 1901 to 1905. In the latter year he resigned from the

Govermnent sei’vice and returned to Ohio, resuming his residence at

Navarre, Avhere he devotes his attention to looking after his extensive

coal and other enterprises.

Mr. Thomas is a charter member of the Navarre lodges of the Knigbts
of Pythias and the Junior Order of United American Mechanics. >

Fred WirjaAM Witter. For the past twenty years Fred W'’. AYitter

has been identified with the City of Canton and Stark County in both
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its business and civic affairs. At the present time he is manager of the
Lyceum Vaudeville Theatre at Canton, and is a member of the Stark
County Liquor Licensing Board, and has had numerous other distinc-

tions and rendered important service to the public welfare.

Fred William AVitter was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, December 29,

1869, a son of Frederick AVilliam and Elizabeth (Holzapfel) Witter.
The parents were born and married in Germany, and about the close

of the Civil war came to America, locating in Cincinnati. In June,

1871, they removed to Canton. The father was connected with the

Diebold Safe & Lock Company at Cincinnati, and accompanied the

industry on its removal to Canton, and continued a faithful worker in

its employ from 1867 until 1907, a period of about forty years. He
died in December, 1914, and his wife passed away in 1904.

Fred AV. AAUtter was educated in the Canton public schools. In 1887
the late John C. Dueber, head of the Dueber AVateh Company, estab-

lished a school of engraving to develop skilled engravers for his large

factory. Mr. Witter was the first boy to become a pupil in that technical

school, and after his training was accounted one of the ablest watch case

engravers in the factory, and for eighteen years remained in the engrav-

ing department of the Dueber AA^ateh Company. Air. Witter finally

resigned from the company and for the succeeding years has been

actively identified with public affairs and the newspaper business.

In 1907 Air. Witter was an unsuccessful candidate for the office of

commissioner of public service in Canton, his name being on the demo-

cratic ticket, and he lost the election by only thirty-five votes. In 1909

he was appointed a member of the Stark County Board of Deputy State

Supervisors and Inspectors of Election, and held his position on the

board until resigning on September 1, 1913, to accept his present place

on the board of liquor licensers for the county. Governor Cox appointed

him to this place. In 1907 Air. Witter became connected with the adver-

tising department of the Canton News Democrat, now the Canton Daily

News, and did much to develop the business side of this well known
paper. He continued this work until January, 1915. For the past six

years he has been a member of the Stark County Democratic Executive

Committee. For four years he was on the Stark County Commission

for the Blind, and for three years was president of the Canton Park and

Playground Commission, having been the first president of the board,

and is still one of thh trustees of the commission. Air. Witter is a

musician and has been interested in musical affairs for many years. For

twenty years he was a member of the noted Grand Army Band of

Canton and is a charter member of the Canton Symphony Orchestra.

He belongs to the Alusicians’ Protective Association, to the Knights of

Pythias, the Loyal Order of Aloose and the Fraternal Order of Eagles.

Air. Witter married Alary Alice Anderson, who was born in Stark

County, daughter of the late Reuben Anderson, who was well known as

a writer. They have two children : Laura Alay and Anna Alarie.

James Everett AIilner. An unusual knowledge and skill in the

theory and practice of business, together Avith natural ability and hard

work, have placed Air. AIilner at the age of thirty-five into one of the
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responsible business positions in Canton. He is secretary and treasurer

of the Kanneberg Roofing & Ceiling Company, and well known in gen-
eral business and social circles.

Born on his father’s farm in Washington County, Ohio, June 19,

1880, he is a son of Thomas and Prances (Roberts) Milner. His grand-
father, George JMilner, was a native of Scotland and one of the early

settlers of Washington County, Ohio. Thomas Milner, who was born in

Ohio in 1845, spent many years as a farmer and stock raiser in Wash-
ington County, where he owned one of the exceptionally fine farms, and
died there in 1913. His wife, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1845,

was the daughter of Amasa Roberts, also a native of Pennsylvania but
of English parentage, and this family likewise was among the early

settlers in Washington County.
Though his important experiences and accomplishments have been

in business lines, James E. Milner was reared on a farm, and learned
his first lessons in a district school. Later he attended high school at

Beverly, and the Marietta Business College, where he also taught book-

keeping and other liranches. After a course in penmanship at the

Zanarian Penmanship College of Columbus, he came to Canton in 1901,

and for two years was employed as a teacher in the Actual Business
College of that city. Then in 1904 he became bookkeeper for the Kanne-
berg Roofing & Ceiling Company, and ran the books for that concern
until 1912 when he took a more active part in the Inisiness and has since

been secretary and treasurer of the company.
This is one of the older industries of Canton. It was established in

1888 l)y Alvin C. Kanneberg for the maniifacture of roofing, and later

ceiling was added to the product, and gradually the output included
other material. Following the death of Mr. Kanneberg his widow con-

ducted the business until 1907, when the reorganization took place under
the present name of Kanneberg Roofing & Ceiling Company, with the

following officers: II. S. Renkert, president; John Brobst, first vice

president; Samuel Shanker, second vice president; and C. A. Weirich,

secretary and treasurer. At present the officers are : J. B. Immler,
president; Marvin Moore, first vice president; Edward Stevens, second

vice president
;
and J. E. Milner, secretary and treasurer.

The plant is built of ])rick, 50 by 600 feet, and with a second story

over 200 feet of the main structure. The buildings and grounds embrace
five acres. About thirty-five men are on the xuayroll, Horn which it is

evident the business forms no small item in Canton’s prosperity. The
output comprises a complete line of metal ceilings, metal shingles, metal

roofing and siding, skylights, lath, cornices, trough and ])ipe, moulding,

etc. In fact, the jJant is prexiared for turning and molding from sheet

metal almost any eonceivahle x>i’oduct. The market is all over this

country, and in normal times there was a considerable exxioid business to

Eurox)c.

Mr. Mihier is a member of Canlon Lodge, A. F. & A. M., Canton
Lodge of Elks, Ihe Rotary Club, the Canlon Chamber of Commerce and
Canlon Builders Exchange. i\lrs. IMilner before her maiTiage was Miss

Laura Weirich. She is a native of Stark County, a daughter of David
Weirich. They have one daughter, Grace Eileen, born April 28, 1909.
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Charles 0. IIeggem. One of the rei^resentative and influential

hg-ures in the industrial activities of the City of Massillon is Mr. Heg-
gein, who has achieved in the laud of his adoption distinctive success
and prestige as a mechanical engineer and who now holds the responsible
and exacting office of general superijitendent of the extensive plant of

the corporation known as The Russell & Company, this being one of the
most important of the industrial concerns contributing to the commercial
prestige of Massillon and Stark County, as is indicated by data appear-
ing on other pages of this publication.

]\Ir. Heggem was born in the tine old City of Bergen, Norway, on
the 29th of November, 1851, and is a scion of one of the ancient and
honored families of that nation of the fair Norseland. He is a son of

O. A. and Joanna (Mucklebust) Heggem, both likewise natives of Bergen,
where the former was born in 1830 and the latter in 1827. The parents
were residents of Chicago for many years after coming to America, and
in that city the father died in 1903, the mother surviving him by about
seven years and having been summoned to the life eternal in 1910. Of
the ten children the sub.iect of this review was the first born, and of

the others four are now living. In 1868 0. A. Heggem came with his

family to the United States and established his residence in the City of
Chicago. He was a patternmaker by trade and vocation and in that

city he served at different times as superintendent in various shops. He
espoused the cause of the republican party and entered fully into the

spirit of American institutions and customs, both he and his wife having
held to the simple and noble religious faith of the Society of Friends.

Charles 0. Heggem was reared to the age of sixteen years in his

native city, where he received excellent educational advantages. In

addition to attending the established schools he and the other children

of the family received effective instruction under private tutors, as their

father was in independent financial circumstances and earnestly made
this provision for his offspring. Thus it came about that in his native

land Charles 0. received excellent training in English, besides which he
studied mechanical engineering under most auspicious conditions. At
the age of sixteen years he accompanied his parents on their immigra-
tion to America, and in the City of Chicago he obtained a clerical posi-

tion in a machine shop. In 1870 he came to Ohio and established his

residence at tSalem, Columbiana County, where he assumed a position

as machinist in the plant of the Buckeye Engine Company. He con-

tinued with this corporation for thirteen years and by his ability and
integrity won advancement from one department to another until he

became foreman of a department, his incidental and varied experience

having proved of much value in fortifying him further in the technical

and practical details of his chosen vocation.

In 1883 Mr. Heggem came to Massillon and became foreman of the

engineering department of the establishment of Russell & Company, the

present title of The Russell & Company having been adopted later. In

the following year he was made assistant superintendent, and later his

skill and executive ability brought to him promotion to his present office,

that of general superintendent of the great manufactory of the company.
He has maintained the deepest interest in his profession and its work
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and is an appreciative member of the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers, with which he has been identified since 1889.

Mr. Heggeni is popular in the business and social circles of his home
city, and is a stalwart republican in politics. In the Ancient Accepted
Scottish Rite of the time-honored Masonic fraternity ]\Ir. Heggem has
thus far advanced to the reception of the fourteenth degree, in the con-

sistory at Cleveland, where he also holds membership in A1 Koran
Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.

His York Rite affiliations are all maintained at Massillon, and are here
designated : Clinton Lodge, No. 47, Free and Accepted Masons

;
Hiram

Chapter, No. 18, Royal Arch Masons, of which he is past king and past
scribe

;
and Massillon Commandery, No. 4, Knights Templars.

On the 10th of October, 1872, was solemnized the marriage of IMr.

Heggem to Miss Elise R. Boe, who was born at Stavanger, Norway, and
they became the parents of four children, concerning whom brief record
is here given: Oscar E. was assistant superintendent of The Russell &
Company plant at the time of his death, in 1905, when thirty-two years
of age; Alfred O., who was graduated at Cornell University in 1897,

with the degree of Mechanical Engineer, is at the present time an attache

of the United States Bureau of Mines; Chalnier M. died in infancy; and
Chalmer R., who is now in charge of the collection department of The
Russell & Company, was graduated in the law department of Cornell

University as a member of the class of 1905, receiving the degree of

Bachelor of Laws and later being admitted to the Ohio bar.

Emmet C. Brumbaugh. Stark County, with its manifold advantages

and attractions, has been able to retain strong hold upon the aiipreeiative

loyalty and allegiance of its native sons, many of whom are found as

representative citizens in various lines of endeavor and who find unquali-

fied satisfaction in remaining within the gracious borders of this admir-

able coiiiity of the old Buckeye commonwealth. Such a one is Emmet
Clayton Brumbaugh, and that he is not like the prophet of old and “not
without honor save in his ovm country,” is signified by the fact that he

is the incumbent of the office of city auditor of Canton, the fair capital

and metropolis of his native county.

Mr. Brumbaugh was born on the family homestead farm near Hart-

ville. Lake Township, this county, on the 31st of August, 1876, and is a

scion of one of the oldest and most honored pioneer families of Stark

County. He is a son of Andrew and Charlotte (Firestone) Brumbaugh,
both likewise natives of Stark County, where the former was born

Novend)er 25, 1818, a date that indicates conclusively that his pai’ents

must have here established their residence within the first decade after

the admission of Ohio as one of the sovereign states of the Union. Andrew
Brumbaugh was reared and educated in this county, under the conditions

and influences of the early pioneer days, and he contributed his quota

to the civic and material development and ])rogrcss of this favored sec-

tion of the state, lie became one of tbe substantial and re])resentativo

farmers and stock-growers of tbe county, bis old bomestead farm being

in bake Town,ship, near Ihe outh't of Congress Tjake, and Hie residence

which he there erected many years ago being still in an excellent state
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of preservation and still utilized as a dwelling. He continued to reside
on his homestead, one of the unassuming, sturdy and honored pioneer
citizens of the county, until his death, in 1886. His widow, who was
born in Marlboro township, this county, where her parents were early
settlers, survived him by more than a score of years and was of venerable
age when she was summoned to the life eternal, in 1909.

The founder of the Brumbaugh family in America was Johannes
Heinrich Brumbaugh, who was a native of Germany but who sailed
from Rotterdam, Holland, on the 30th of September, 1754, making the
voyage to the land of his adoption on the sailing vessel “Neptune,” which
was in command of Captain Waire. He settled in soiithern Pennsyl-
vania, at a point near Hagerstow, Maryland, and there passed his
entire life. His son Jacob became the father of Conrad Brumbaugh,
and the latter was the pioneer settler in Stark County, Ohio, having been
the grandfather of him whose name initiates this review.

Emmet C. Brumbaugh was reared to the sturdy discipline of the
home farm, having been about ten years of age at the time of his father’s

death, his widowed mother having soon afterward disposed of the old

homestead and having purchased a small farm near Midway, this county.
He attended the district schools of his native township and also the Lake
Township High School, and that he made good use of his scholastic

advantages is shown by the fact that for a period of five years he Avas a

successful and popular teacher in the schools of Stark County. There-
after he completed a course in the Canton Actual Business College, and
as an expert bookkeeper he found employment in turn with the
Canton Incandescent Light Company, the News-Democrat Publishing
Company, which was succeeded by the present Canton Daily News Com-
pany, and with the L. B. Hartung Plumbing Company. For several

years thereafter he was engaged in the plumbing business in an inde-

pendent way, and after disposing of his stock and business he devoted
several months to service as a commercial traveling salesman. Thereafter

he was employed in a rolling mill at Canton until his election to his

present office, that of city auditor of Canton, in 1909, as candidate on
the democratic ticket. He was re-elected in 1911 and 1913 and is thus
serving his third consecutive term in this office, the affairs of which he
has administered with great circumspection and efficiency. He has been
active in the local affairs of the democratic party, is essentially progres-

sive and loyal in his civic attitude, and has a wide circle of friends in the

county that has ever represented his home. In his fraternal relations he
is affiliated with Canton Lodge, Ancient Free & Accepted Masons;
Canton Lodge, Independent Order of Odd FelloAvs; and Washington
Council, Junior Order of United American Mechanics.

In 1900 Mr. Brumbaugh wedded Miss Nettie M. Haak, who was born
in Greentown, Lake ToAvnship, this county, a daughter of William Haak,
and the one child of this union is Dorothy, who was born March 29, 1903.

Stephen A. Biddle. In business and public circles of Bethlehem
Township and Navarre there is found no more highly honored name
than that of Stephen A. Biddle. Practically his entire life has been

passed in these communities, where he has identified himself with the
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harness and horse goods business, while as a citizen he has contributed
materially to the welfare of his locality as trustee of Bethlehem Town-
ship, a position which he holds at this time. Mr. Biddle’s life in this

township began November 18, 1816, when he was born in a log cal)in

on the old Biddle Farm, situated about two miles east of Navarre, and
he is a son of the late Oregory and Mary (Eekrote) Biddle.

Gregory Biddle was a native of Germany and was a young man
when he came with his parents to the United States, the family settling

in Bethlehem Township, where the grandparents of Stephen A. Biddle
died on the homestead place. Gregory Biddle worked in the glass fac-

tories of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, until his marriage, at Canton, Ohio,

at which time he went to farming on a property adjoining his father’s

homestead, he and his brother and father all taking up Government land.

He died about the year 1855. Mrs. Biddle Avas born in Pennsylvania,
the daughter of Daniel Eekrote, who was a pioneer farmer of Bethlehem
Township, and she died in 1850, when aged only about thiidy-five years.

Stephen A. Biddle AAms still but a hoy when he AAms left an orphan,
and until he was about fourteen years of age he made his home Avith his

uncle, Jacob Eekrote, in the meantime securing his education in the

public schools. At the age of foirrteen years he began Avorking out

during the summer seasons on neighboring farms, although he returned
to his uncle’s home during the Avinter months, and continued thus occu-

pied until 1866, AAdien he accompanied his uncle to Geneseo, Henry
County, Illinois. It Avas Avhile there that Mr. Biddle received his intro-

duction to the business Avhich he was to make his life Avork, serving an
apprenticeship at the trade of harness making. After a full apprentice-

ship of three years he became a journeyman and for tAVo years remained
Avith the man who had taught him his trade, but in 1870 returned to

Bethlehem ToAvnship, Stark County. Subsequently he went to Loudon-
ville, Ashland County, Ohio, AA'here he AAmrked at his trade for about
two months, folloAAung AA^hich he established himself in business as the

proprietor of a harness shop at NaAmrre, this venture continuing for

two years.

PolloAving this, Mr. Biddle returned to farm Avork for about tAvo

years, and, being married at the end of this time, started housekeeping
on a rented farm, Avhich he operated successfully for five years. Mis-

fortune then overtook him in the form of a fire AA'hich destroyed his

farm buildings and personal property and he returned to Navarre and
secured employment Avith Daniel Ryder, a harnessmaker. Avith Avhom he
remained for about one year. Mr. Ryder dying, Mr. Biddle purchased
his stock, and since 1885 he has continued to operate this business in the

same shop, one of the oldest stands at Navarre. He has built up an
excellent trade in harness and all kinds of horse goods, and although
he is nearly seventy years of age continues in the management of his

affairs Avith the same alert energy and capacity that characterized his

earlier efforts.

Mr. Biddle was married in 1876 to Miss Catherine Westrieh, Avho
was born in Holmes County, Ohio, and Avho died in 1882, leaving the
following children: Mary Charlotte. Avho is the Avife of Ernst CraAV-
shaw, of Pittsburgh, PennsAdvania, and has tAvo children, LeRoy and
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Bernice; Perry, of Massillon, who married Clara Wilhelm and has one
daughter, Mary; Frances, who died in 1887 at the age of nine years;
and Carrie, who is the wife of Louis Clauss, of Massillon, and has six

children, Dorothy, Louis, Stei^hen, Elsworth, Aline and Leo.

Always a puhlic-spirited and energetic citizen, Mr. Biddle in 1902
was elected trustee of Bethlehem Township, and in 1906 was re-elected,

serving two full terms. For one term he was out of office, and in 1912
was returned as a memher of the hoard, hut after one year resigned.

He was not allowed to remain out of public life long, however, for in

1915 he was appointed to fill a vacancy on the board of trustees, and is

still acting helpfully and efficiently in that capacity. He is a memher of

Saint Clement’s Roman Catholic Church, and of the Catholic Mutual
Benefit Association.

John F. Bederman has long been a resident of Canton, having been
a hoy of hut nine years of age when his parents came to Stark County
from White Hall, Adams County, Pennsylvania. His parents were
Joseph and Mary (Berkey) Bederman, both natives of the above-named
locality. The year 1866 was the date of their location in Canton, where
Joseph Bederman engaged in the trade of carpentering. His faithful

helpmeet was called from this life very soon after coming to this city,

hut Mr. Bederman lived to the ripe age of eighty-five, being active in his

vocation until the last ten years of his life. His earthly life closed in

1912. Both he and his wife were loyal members of the St. John’s Roman
Catholic Church.

In the old Pennsylvania home at White Hall, John F. Bederman had
been born on March 27, 1857. After the removal of the family to this

city he attended the parochial schools of Canton, also later entering the

high school of this place. Having from boyhood had an especial liking

for and understanding of horses, it was natural that teaming should

appeal to his boyish mind. In this capacity he was first engaged by
John Newman, who formerly conducted the local transfer line

;
then by

Henry Miller, in similar work. After this period of apprenticeship, as

it might be called, Mr. Bederman established a transfer business for

himself, running hacks to the railway stations, to the hotels and other

points. After three years of this work, he sold out to Henry Miller

and was for a time with the Palace Livery Company. He then became

a member of the fire department, in which worthy line of activity it was

his special responsibility to train the new teams acquired by the depart-

ment. The first patrol wagon train was broken in by John Bederman
as his next achievement.

For seven and one-half years thereafter he acted as manager for

Mrs. Elizabeth Harter, after which he was connected with the Palace

Livery Stable. He next was engaged by Mrs. McKinley, and for one

year had general charge of out-door affairs for that distinguished lady.

It was at that time that he initiated the Canton delivery business, which

he conducted for two and a half years, eventually selling out to Hay-

maker and Housel.
_

.

The People’s Express system owes its origin to the activity of

Mr. Bederman, who sold it after three years of its management. He
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then became a shareholder in the Canton Feed & Milling Company, and
is now president of this company. He also established the elevator at

jMaximo, Ohio, where he has ever since been continuously engaged.
On April 22, 1891 John Bederman married Miss Emma Stucker, a

native of Canton Township, and the daughter of August and Marie
(Stands) Stucker. Mr. Stucker, who is a native of Germany, came to

America when he was but five years of age and has become a loyal

citizen of this repiiblie. He died in 1905, his widow still surviving him.

Mr. and Mrs. Bederman are the parents of one son, Ray Arthur, now
twenty-two years of age and a man of family. He married Miss Anna
Miller, of Stark County. They have a little daughter, named IMargaret.

The family church affiliations are chiefly Lutheran, IMrs. John Bederman
being a member of the Unity congregation of that denomination.
Mr. and Mrs. Bederman reside at 611 Fifth Street Southwest.

William M. Pilgrim. As a young man this well known and repre-

sentative citizen of Hartville, Stark County, learned the details of cheese

manufacturing and became an expert in this line of enterprise. From
association therewith he Anally became identified with the modern
creamery business, and he stands today as one of its prominent and
influential exponents in the State of Ohio, as he is president of the

Arnold Creamery Company, the headquarters of which are iu the City

of Cleveland, and also has charge of the entire held work of this progres-

sive and important corporation, the operations of which extend over a

wide field and the facilities of which in the equipment and Avork of its

various plants are of the best modern type. Mr. Pilgrim has Avon

advancement and prosperity through his oAvn initiative and executiA^e

ability and as one of the highly esteemed citizens and substantial men
of affairs in Stark County he is eminently entitled to recognition in this

history.

]\Ir. Pilgrim was born on a farm near the Village of Galesburg,
Kalamazoo County, Michigan, on the 16th of October, 1856, and is a
son of John and Caroline (Everett) Pilgrim, both of Avhom Avere born
and reared to adult age in England, Avhence, as young folk, they voyaged
to the United States on the same vessel, Mrs. Pilgrim having accompanied
her parents and her future husband having set forth for the United
States in an inde])endent Avay, for the purpose of seeking better oppor-
tunities for achieving success through Ids own efforts. The parents of

Mrs. Pilgrim established their home in Portage County, Ohio, as did also

]\rr. Pilgrim, and in that county the marriage of the young couple Avas

solemnized. Soon afterward Mr. and Mrs. Pilgrim removed to Michigan
and there they finally made settlement on a farm in Kalamazoo County.
He was a virtual jiioneer in that fine county of the Wolverine State
and the remainder of his active career was one of close identiHcation
with agricnllural jiursuits. Now venerable in years, he is living retired
in the Village! of Climax, Kalamazoo County, Avhere he is honored as a

sterling pioneer citizen, the long conqeanionship that existed helAveen
him and his devoted wife having been broken by her death, on Ihe 8th of

April, 1914.

William M. Pilgrim acquired his early education in the pidilie schools
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of his native county and there continued to he associated in the work of

his father’s farm until 1878, when he came to Ohio and entered the
employ of a suceessfnl eheesemaker at Rootstown, Portage County. He
continued this association for nearly sixteen years and in the meanwhile
acquired a thorough knowledge of all details and processes pertaining
to this line of industry. From Rootstown he went to Salem, Columbiana
County, and assumed charge of a creamery and farm. There he remained
two years, and on the 1st of April, 1896, he came to Hartville, Stark
County, to take the iDractical supervision of the cheese factory of H. L.

Spelman. The business was developed into a creamery under his direc-

tion and after continuing in charge of the enterprise for a period of

eleven and one-half years he purchased the plant and business and con-

verted the enterprise into a general creamery business. He later sold

a half-interest to Charles L. Smith, and at the expiration of two years
the business Avas sold to the Arnold Creamery Company, of Cleveland,

which was reorganized at that time and in which Mr. Pilgrim became
one of the leading stockholders. He was elected president of the com-
pany and also president of its board of directors, of which dual office he

has since contiiiAied the progressive and valued incumheiit, his assump-
tion of the presidency of the corporation having occurred in 1912 and
the business having been signally prospered under his administration.

]\Ir. Pilgrim has the active supervision of all of the field Avork of the

company, not only for its Hartville plant but also for those at Sherods-
ville, Carroll County, and in the City of Cleveland. His service in this

capacity covers Summit, Portage, iMahoning, Columbiana, Stark, Tus-
carawas, Carroll and Harrison counties, from each of Avhich large sup-

plies of cream are gathered, by fifty or more drivers of the creamery
Avagons, and this product is shipped by rail from different eligible points.

All of the manufacturing is done in the Cleveland and Sherodsville

plants and the Hartville and other minor plants are used for shipping

and testing purposes.

]\Ir. Pilgrim’s activities cover a Avide field hut he lias not abated his

allegiance to Hartville and has continuously maintained his home here,

as a loyal and public-spirited citizen. He has served since 1912 as a

member of the school lioard of Lake Township, his political allegiance is

given to the republican party, and he is affiliated Avith the Knights of

the Modern idaccabees, in the Hartville tent of Avhich he has served as

commander and also as record keeper.

i\Ir. Pilgrim AA'edded Miss Georgiana Austin, of Portage County, and
their only child, Robert, noAv has charge of the Sherodsville plant of the

company of Avhieh his father is jAresident. Robert Pilgrim married

]\Iiss IMaude Snyder, of XeAV Berlin, Stark County, and they have one

daughter, Inez.

Melville George Limbach. With only thirty-one .years of Avork

behind him, IMelville G. Limbach has achieved one of the important

stations in Stark County business' life. He is assistant secretary of the

Griscomb-Russell Company of Massillon, and as the secretary of the com-

pany is a non-resident he is in responsible control of many of the

affairs of that large industrjL
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Born in Massillon August 21, 1884, he is a son of George and
Catherine (Ehret) Limbach. His family have long been identified with
Massillon, and his father, now deceased, was born in Alsace-Lorraine in

1836, came to the United States in 1856, and died at Massillon in 1915.

Catherine (Ehret) Limbach was born on a farm in Perry Township near
Massillon, daughter of Ambrose Ehret, who was a native of Germany.
She died in 1902. While the Limbachs were of the Evangelical Church
faith, the Ehrets were Catholics.

Melville George Limbach was educated in the Massillon public schools,

graduating from the high school in 1901, and then while earning his

way in day work he attended night school at Yocum’s Business College,

where he graduated in the commercial course in 1903. In 1901 his l)usi-

ness career began with the Russell Engine Company in charge of the

stock rooms. In 1903 he was made assistant to President AVales of that

company, and so continued, gradually mastering many of the details ol'

the comiiany’s management until 1912. In that year the Russell Engine
Company became the Griseomb-Russell Company, and Mr. Limbach was
then promoted to assistant secretary.

AVhile he is devoted to his business and home he is also known in

social and civic circles of Massillon. He is a member of the Massillon

Chamber of Commerce, and is affiliated with the Clinton Lodge No. 47,

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. He and his wife are members of the

Methodist Episcopal Cliurch. Mr. Limbach married Edna hi. Miller.

She was horn in AVooster, Ohio, daughter of Eli and Susan (Stephenson)
Miller, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Ohio. The
father is a contractor at Massillon. Mr. and Mrs. Limliach have one son,

Lawrence, born July 8, 1910.

Charles AA^. Bender. An important figure in Canton’s practical

affairs is Charles W. Bender, who is the proprietor of extensive stone

works located on Third Sti’eet where that busy thoroughfare is inter-

sected by the Baltimore & Ohio Railway. For more tlian a quarter of

a century Mr. Bender has been well known through his useful vocation

and thus closely associated with the material development of Canton, to

which thriving city his business now seems indispensable.

For three generations the Bender family has been a part of Ohio’s

popidation. The founder of the family in America was Frederick
Bender, who married Miss AA^eltha Stine and removed from his eaidy

industrious pioneers to whose chai’acter this state owes so much of its

sterling worth. It was in Coshocton County that the family tree of the

Bender race first took root. A son of this early settler was Augustus D.

Bender, who mariled Miss AAYltha Stine and removed from his early

home to Fairview Township in Tuscarawas County. There they made
their home and there Augustus Bendei- conducted the activities of his

vocation, which for many years was stone-cutling. For the last ten

years of his life, however, he turned his attention to the oversight of his

landed property, located a mile and a half from Mineral City, Ohio.

Here AVeltha Stine Bender ])assed from life and from her faithful min-

istrations to her family, in 1887. H(‘r hushaml outlived her hy eleven

years, his death occuriMiig in Miiun-al (fity at the age of fifty-nine yi'ars.
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It was at the Pairview Township home in Tuscarawas County that
Augustus and Weltha Bender welcomed, on January 3, 1862, the son
who is so well known to Canton as Charles AY. Bender. As a lad Charles
Bender was always deeply interested in the productive and useful activ-

ities he observed about him. AVhen still quite a young man, he had
attained something of his present skill as a stone-cutter, as well as

having become familiar with agriculture on his father’s farm.
In 1889 Mr. Bender chose Canton as his home and the scene of his

life-work. Beginning work in this city as a stone-cutter, he continued
in that branch of his vocation until 1903, when he established his own
business. Being modest in his earlier ambitions, he began in a small
way, doing at first nothing more pretentious than the laying of side-

walks. This work he gradually expanded, adding to it related lines in

similar kinds of construction and eventually making cut stone work a

prominent feature of his business. Mr. Bender now has his own cement
mixers and the quality of his work is so higldy rated that during the

season he is obliged to employ a force of from ten to fifteen men. Such
indeed is his reputation that he is annually depended upon for at least

ninety per cent of the stone work required in Canton, and also quite

a good part of the cement work.
Mr. Bender is known as a rather serious-minded though genial man,

whose well-balanced life finds the interests of home, business and church
sufficient for his needs. Ilis business affiliations include his connection
with other up-to-date business men in the Chamber of Commerce and
the Builders’ Exchange. Mr. Bender’s first wife was Miss Cileda Nichols

of Stark County, Ohio. The children of this marriage were two
sons, Ray I)e Vaine Bender and Courcy Bender being noAV well known
among tbe youth of Canton. The present Mrs. Bender is a Canton lady,

who before her marriage was Mrs. AVinnie N. Alagaw', daughter of

Thomas and Mary Newton.
The religious organization to which Mr. Bender belongs and gives

valued support is the Christian Church. Loyal and sincere without

any effort toward being conspicuous, Charles Bender personally as well

as vocationally has the respect of his large acquaintance in Canton.

Particularly do his efficiency, his dependability and his managing abil-

ity make him valuable among the useful citizens of Canton.

Earl AA^. Hanna. The large industries in and about Canton have
naturally drawn to that city many of the expert technical men as well

as business executives, and one of these is Earl AY. Hanna, mechanical
engineer and head of the engineering and designing department of the

American Sheet and Tin Plate Company. Air. Hanna has been identified

with the iron and steel industry in different ways since early yoiith, and
on the strength of his’ own fitness and ability has risen from the position

of messenger boy to one of the well paid and responsible offices.

Earl W. Hanna was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, October 19,

1874, son of James R. and Sue AY. (Lynch) Hanna. Both the Hanna
and Lynch families are of old American stock and of Scotch-Irish

ancestry. The Hannas were among the pioneer settlers of AYestmoreland
County, Pennsylvania, where Earl AY. Hanna’s grandfather was born.
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and subsequently removed to Fayette County in the same state, following
his vocation as a miller. The maternal grandfather Lynch was a boat
builder at Port Perry, not far from Pittsburgh, and he located in that

vicinity from his former home at Morgantown, West Virginia. James
R. Hanna, the father, had a somewhat varied and interesting career.

He was born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, in 1848, and was
married at Port Perry in 1872 to Miss Lynch, who was a native of

Morgantown, AVest A^irginia. In 1861, when l)ut thirteen years old,

James R. Hanna ran away from home and at Louisville, Kentucky, on
June 4th, enlisted as a bugler in the Third Regiment of AVisconsin

Cavalry. He served with his command until the close of the war, and
was one of the youngest enlisted men in the Union army. After the

war he returned to Payette County, Pennsylvania, took an academic
course, and after teaching school for a year or two engaged in the

wholesale commission business at Pittsburgh. He lost his life in a

railway accident November 29, 1878. His widow died Octolier 25, 1907,

at the age of lifty-two.

Earl W. Hanna as a boy attended the public schools and later took

special courses in higher mathematics, physics and cliemistry, sidijects

directly connected with his professional and Imsiness career. On April

24, 1888, at the age of fourteen, he entered the employ of the Carnegie
Steel Company at Braddock as a messenger boy. He made use of every
opportunity to increase his efficiency and usefulness, and in time he was
promoted to a place in the drafting department, and continued with the

Carnegie Company until 1900. In that year he went to Sydney, Cape
Breton, and was chief draftsman for the Dominion Iron & Steel Com-
pany two years. In 1903, having returned to Pittsl)urgh, he spent two
years with the Union Steel Company as superintendent of construction

in the erection of the blast furnaces. He was next with the Lewis
Foundry Company in charge of mechanical engineering and designing

department, and in klay, 1908, removed to Canton to accept his present

place with the Canton Imanch of the American Sheet and Tin Plate

Company.
AVhile his business has demanded almost his full energies, Air. Hanna

has not been neglectful of those general duties exacted from every Ameri-
can citizen, and in January, 1915, accepted an appointment from Alayor
Stollberg as a member of the Canton City Board of Health, and in that

relation has proved himself one of the most capable members of the

present municipal administration. AVhen the Canton Auxiliary of the

National Alouth Hygiene Association was organized in the early part of

1915 Air. Hanna was elected president. Through the efforts of this

organization the first free dental clinic was established in the Canton
pnblic schools. Air. Hanna is a member of the Alasonic fraternity. He
married Emma A''. Boyle, who was born in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, biit

grew 11 ]) in Braddock. Her faHier was Andrew Jackson Boyle. To this

union have been born five cbildren : Helen Boyle, Earl Jackson, Alarcus

Aurelius, Frederick AVaterman and A^irginia.

Dau.as Kimt’ton Jones, AT. D. The entire ])rofessional career of

Dr. Dallas Kimj)1on Jone.s', covering a pmaod of more than Ibirty years.
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has been i^assed at Canal Fulton, where he is justly accounted one of

the leading physicians and surgeons of Stark County. He entered prac-
tice here with a thorough and comj^rehensive training and his line talents

soon attracted to him a practice that has grown steadily in volume and
importance, while his participation in progressive movements has made
him one of the community’s most valuable and valued citizens.

Doctor Jones was born at Wooster, Wayne County, Ohio, June 24,

1860, being a son of Benjamin Jackson and Hannah Jane (Walter)
Jones. His grandfather, the late Hon. Benjamin Jones, was a native of

Virginia, of AVelsh descent, and became a pioneer of Wayne County,
where during early days he kept an old-time tavern. Becoming promi-

^

nent in his coimnunity as an able and progressive citizen, he was elected

to the Ohio Legislature, and spent a number of years in both houses.

His conscientious and capable services in the capacities of representative

and senator led to his selection on the democratic ticket, in 1832, to the
United States Congress, his tii*st term being followed by re-election in

1834, the district then consisting of Stark, AVayne and Columbiana
counties. He became well acquainted with President Jackson while at

Washington, an acquaintance which ripened into a close friendship, and
Mr. Jones was a frequently-invited guest at the AVhite House. His son

bore the President’s name. His public career completed, Benjamin Jones
retired to his estate in Wayne County, which comprised a section of land
lying about three miles Avest of AVooster, and there his death occurred
Avhen he was seventy-three years of age.

Benjamin Jackson Jones was born at AA^ooster, Ohio, April 4, 1834,

his brother, David Kimpton Jones, being the first white child born at

that place. Benjamin J. Jones was educated in the AVooster public

schools and Hayesville (Ohio) Academy, a pioneer Presbyterian school,

and resided on the farm until reaching the age of twenty-one years,

Avhen he entered upon the study of dentistry at Wooster and subse-

quently practiced that calling for a half a century. He also took a
prominent part in civic affairs, and for some years Avas a member of the

Wooster City Council. His death occurred March 23, 1914. The mother
of Doctor Jones Avas born near Wooster, on a farm, November 30, 1835,

the daughter of John AValter, Avho was born in AVurttemburg, Germany,
in 1785, and died in 1873. On first coming to the United States Mr.
AValter opened a tavern at AA^ooster, which for a number of years was
one of the popular houses of that place, but in later years he purchased
a farm tAvo miles southeast of the city, Avhere he rounded out his career,

being eighty-eight years old at the time of his death.

Dallas Kimpton Jones Avas reared at AVooster, his early education

being secured in the public schools. This Avas supplemented by attend-

ance at AVooster University, AAdiere he Avas graduated Avith the degree of

Bachelor of Philosophy, in the class of 1882, and at that time took up
the study of medicine in the offices and under the preceptorship of Drs.

L. and W. W^. Firestone, of AVooster. AVith this preparation he entered

the medical department of Wooster University, then located at Cleve-

land, and in 1885 was graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medicine.

Thus excellently equipped. Doctor Jones came to Canal Fulton in

September, 1885, and here has since continued in the practice of his
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profession. He keeps in close touch with the medical brotherhood, being
a member of the Stark County Medical Society, the Ohio State Medical
Society and the Eighth District Medical Society, and among his profes-

sional brethren is adjudged a careful, conscientious and thoroughly
learned practitioner, a master of the various departments of his calling

and one who rigidly respects the unwritten ethics. He has served as a
member of the Canal Fulton Board of Health, and in 1915 became health
officer for Lawrence Township, a capacity in which he is still acting.

Doctor Jones has been successful in a material way, and is connected
with several important business enterprises, including the Exchange
Bank Company of Canal Fulton, of which he is a member of the board
of directors, and the Pit Car Manufacturing Company. He also has
other fi2iancial interests and is the owner of some valuable realty at

Canal Fulton. Fraternally, Doctor Jones is identified with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Junior
Order United American Mechanics. His religious connection is with
the Presbyterian Church, in which he is an elder.

Doctor Jones was married October 13, 1887, to Miss Maude Kirk,
who was born at Canal Pulton, daughter of William B. Kii-k. One son

has come to this union ; Walter Charles, born March 6, 1896, who is now
a student at Wooster University.

Earld II. Lamiell. He whose name introduces this paragraph has
won seeiire place as one of the representative business men of the younger
generation in his native City of Canton and is loyally interested in and
contributing to its industrial and commercial prestige through his effect-

ive association with the II. L. Hurst Manufaetiu-ing Company, of which
he is secretary, treasurer and general manager. Energy and progress-

iveness have significantly marked the business career of Mr. Lamiell

and in the metropolis and judical center of his native county he has
found ample opportunities for productive enterprise along normal chan-

nels of business activity.

Mr. Lamiell was born in Canton on the 2d of September, 1882, and
is a son of Henry J. and Ella (Smith) Lamiell. His grandfather Jacob

J. Lamiell was a native of Prance and was a lad at the time of the fam-
ily immigration to the United States, where he was reared from the age

of five years, received due educational advantages and proved a loyal

and worthy citizen. As a young man he wedded a Miss Lalliment, who
likewise was horn in France and who was ten years of age when she

came with her parents to America, the acquaintanceship of the two
families having been formed after they had established their residence

at Louisville, Stai’k County, though they had come from the same dis-

trict in Prance. The parents of Jacob J. Lamiell finally removed from

the Village of Louisville to a farm in ]\Iai‘lhoro Township, and Jacob J.

Lamiell became a ])rosi>erous agriculturist and stock-gi’ower, the family

identificatio7i with these basic lines of industrial enterprise having Ihere

continued for the long period of forty years and the last decade of his

life having been passed at Oil City, Pcunisylvania, where he had estab-

lished hiniself in the mercantile business and whei’C he died in 1907, at

1h(! age of forly-five years. The ])aternal gi’andparents of the subject of
Vol. lll- in
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this review eontimied their residence in Stark County until the time
of their death. The maternal great-grandfather of Mr. Lamiell was a
native of Pennsylvania and was one of the sterling pioneer settlers of
Stark County, where in an early day he owned a considerable portion
of the land on which West Canton is now situated, his landed estate
having included also the tract now constituting the beautiful West Lawn
Cemetery. Joseph Smith, grandfather of Mr. Lamiell, was born in the
old Keystone State and was a child at the time of tlie family immigra-
tion to Ohio, the residue of his long and useful life having been passed
in Stark County, where his principal vocation was that of farming. Mrs.
Ella (Smith) Lamiell was born and reared in this county and since the
death of her husband she has maintained her home in the City of Canton.

Earld H. Lamiell found the period of his boyhood compassed by the
influences of his father’s farm and after dvdy availing himself of the
advantages of the excellent public schools he completed an effective

course in a leading business college in the City of Canton. AVhen sixteen
years of age he here found employment in the shoe store of Charles
Buckins, and later he I’eceived promotion to the position of bookkeeper
in the establishment, this incumbency having been retained two years.

Thereafter he was independently engaged for a time in the retail gro-

cery business, and after his retirement from the same he was engaged in

the livery business in Canton for two years.

In 1904 Mr. Lamiell became a traveling salesman for the H. L. Hurst
Manufacturing Company, and in the following year he assumed the prin-

cipal executive charge of the company’s business, in the office of secre-

tary. Since 1910 he has been secretary, treasurer and general manager
of the company, and under his able supervision the business has been
expanded in scope and importance. This flourishing industrial enter-

prise dates its inception back to the year 1887, when Henry L. Hurst
founded the same on a somewhat modest scale. In 1903 the corporate

title of the H. L. Hurst Mamafacturing & Supply Company was adopted,

incorporation having been effected in that year, under the laws of the

State of New Jersey. In 1905 this corporation was dissolved and a

new incorporation was effected under the Ohio laws and under the title

of the II. L. Hurst Manufacturing Company. At this time the per-

sonnel of the executive corps became as here noted ; H. L. Hurst, presi-

dent and treasurer
;
M. R. Hurst, vice-president

;
and T. ]\L Hurst, sec-

retary. The present officers of the company are as follows : H. L. Hurst,

president, and E. H. Lamiell, secretary, treasurer and general manager.

The original Canton plant of this company was erected in 1903, and
since that time the demands placed upon the same have resulted in en-

largement and other improving of the plant in 1909, 1911 and 1912, the

aggregate floor space now utilized being 40,000 square feet. The com-

pany have the most modern facilities for the manufacturing of spraying

machinery, gasoline engines and overhead irrigation equipment, and the

establishment gives employment to sixty persons, including a diae quota

of expert mechanics. The company is incorporated with a capital stock

of $40,000, and a branch plant is maintained in the City of Portland,

Oregon, the business of the company extending into all sections of the
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Union and contributing materially to the commercial reputation and
precedence of the City of Canton.

Mr. Lamiell is one of the progressive and popular young business

men of Canton and is a specially influential member of the Canton
Aderaft Club and of the Canton Chamber of Commerce, in which latter

he is serving on the committee on membership. He is a director of the

local Young Men’s Christian Association and takes vital interest in all

that concerns the civic and material welfare of his home city and county.

Mr. Lamiell wedded Miss Maude B. Shirk, daughter of Benjamin
F’. Shirk, of Canton, and the three children of this union are Duane
Shirk, Kathryn, and Donald D.

William L. Nash. Among the important business interests of Stark
County is that of agriculture, which is carried on successfully by a

number of enterprising citizens in various parts of the county. One of

the most prominent farmers is William L. Nash, whose place is located

in the vicinity of New Baltimore. lie was born on a farm in Lexington
Township, this county, in 1816, his parents being Elihu and Eliza

(Broomfield) Nash. The paternal grandfather was Stephen Nash, a

native of Massachusetts, who settled in Harrison County, Ohio, in pio-

neer days. Thence, in 1811, he removed to Lexington Township, Stark
County, where he took up a tract of Government land. Elihu Nash was
born in Harrison County, Ohio, in 1809, and was therefore an infant

when he accompanied his parents to Stark County. Adopting agricul-

ture as his life occupation, he became a pros 2)erous farmer and a well

known and respected citizen. He and his wife subsequently removed
to Plymouth, Indiana, where they died. Mrs. Eliza Nash was born in

Crawford County, Pennsylvania, in 1811, the daughter of Lewis M.
Broomfield, a soldier of the "War of 1812, and whose family came to

Stark County from Pennsylvania in 1828. The Broomfields were Quak-
ers, but Mrs. Nash joined the Methodist Church, to which her husband
belonged, he being in fact one of the organizers of the church of that

denomination in Marlboro.

William L. Nash acquired the elements of knowledge in the district

schools, after which his education was continued in the high school and
at Mt. Union College. He began industrial life as clerk in a railroad

office at Oil City, Pennsylvania, where he remained for two years. Then
coming to Stark County, he began farming in the New Baltimore neigh-

borhood, continuing at his original location until 1887. In that year he
purchased his present fine farm in Marlboro Townshiji, known formerly
as the S(|uire John Bryan Farm, and whicli is an excellent piece of

agricultural jiroperty. In the time that has since elapsed he has made
a Tiutnber of inqirovements on it and has been successful in his under-
takings, being now one of tin- most ])rosperous, as he is also one of the

most prominent citizens in this locality. A member of the I'epuhlican

party, he has scn-ved as clerk of Marll)oro Townshiip also as township
trustee, atid is at the {)resent lime presidcmt of the IMarlhoro Home Com-
ing Association. As a member of the N(‘w Baltimore Chri.stian Church,
he is active in both church and Sunday School work. He also belongs

to the local Grange, in which he is an active worker, and to A. G. Wild-
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man Post, No. 212, G. A. R., of which he is past commander. In 1915
he was president of the Regimental Rennion Organization. Ilis war
record began in ISG-t, when he enlisted in Company N, One Hundred
and Sixty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, his subsequent service being
on detached duty, especially with the Army of the Cumberland.

On December 27, 1867, Mr. Nash was united in marriage with Harriet
C. Bryan, daughter of John Bryan, then a resident of Marlboro Town-
ship, but now deceased. After many yehrs of happy married life, Mrs.
Nash died March 4, 1913. She hacl been the mother of four children:
Grace, Mary, Garfield R. and Jay B., three of whom survived her. Grace,
the eldest of the family, was graduated from Northern Ohio University,
at Ada, Ohio, and subsequently became a teacher in the high school at
Plymouth, Indiana, and afterwards for several years in the high school
at Osborn, Ohio. In Osborn she was married to Carl C. Sloan. She died
March 1, 1904, leaving one daughter. Mary, the second child of Mr.
and Mrs. Nash, married A. M. Cole, and resides with her husband in

Alliance, Ohio. Garfield R. Nash married Eva Zellers, of Marlboro, and
resides on the home farm. Jay B., the fourth child, married Gladys
Caldwell, only daughter of Doctor Caldwell, of Oakland, California,

in which city he resides, having on office under the city government, in

the recreation department, as superintendent of activity.

Gustave A. Sisterhen. A notable service has been rendered to the

community of Bethlehem Township and particularly the Village of

Navarre for fully half a century by members of the Sisterhen family.

The older members of that family were German horn and bred and trained
cobblers, and for years they gave their methodical and competent work-
manship to the people in and around that little village. As a family they
have been characterized by honesty, industry, and thorough reliability

in the performance of their obligations. Gustave A. Sisterhen, who is a

native of Stark County, has likewise been in the shoe business, still

runs the principal shoe store of Navarre, but his activities have also

taken a wider scope both in business and public life.

He was born in the Village of Navarre September 12, 1864, a son of

Anthony and Sophia (Zerringer) Sisterhen, both of them old time resi-

dents of that village. Anthony Sisterhen was born in Prussia, Germany,
in 1836. As a young man he learned the shoemaker’s trade by the long

and thorough apprenticeship prevailing in the old country, and was
still young when he came to the United States with his parents, who
located on a farm near the Blouch Church in Bethlehem Township.
Subsequently his parents removed to Navarre, where they spent the rest

of their days. They were zealous members of the Catholic Church.
Soon after the family came to Bethlehem Township Anthony Sisterhen

and his brother Mathias went to Bolivar, Ohio, and opened a shoe shop.

Prom Bolivar after a time Anthony returned to Navarre, and bought
out the shoe shop which for a number of years had been conducted by
his uncle Peter Sisterhen. Thenceforward for approximately forty years

Anthony Sisterhen was the principal shoe maker and shoe dealer in the

village. Those who remember him, and nearly everyone does who was
a resident in and about Navarre up to the time of his death in 1905,
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reccdls with pleasure his genial personality and the sturdy vigor which
he gave to every obligation of life. He was a member of St. Clement’s
Catholic Church. Sophia Sisterhen, his wife, who is still living, was
born in Baden, Germany, in 1842, daughter of Martin Zerringer, who
brought his family to the United States about 1855 and located in Beth-
lehem Township on a farm two miles east of Navarre.

Mr. Gustave A. Sisterhen grew up in Navarre, received his early

education in St. Clement’s parochial school and the Navarre High School,

and when only fifteen years of age began an apprenticeship at the shoe-

maker’s trade under his father. He is thus likewise a practical work-
man and understands the shoe business in all its details. In 1900 he
expanded his work and engaged in business on his own account as a

shoe merchant. He conducted his store in Navarre until 1911, in which
year he closed out, and turned his attention to the real estate business,

building and selling residence property. He also took up the sand ancl

gravel business, and began the manufacture of cement blocks. This he
has since built up to a considerable industry. On March 1, 1914, Mr.
Sisterhen again engaged in the shoe business, and is now proprietor of a

well stocked store in that line, has a real estate office, and continues

the manufacture of cement blocks. At the present writing he is pre-

paring to enter the coal mining industry.

His work as a public spirited citizen is likewise familiar in that

section of the county. He served as president of the school board three

years, as secretary of the board three years, and was chairman of the

building committee when the addition to the high school was built.

At one time he was a member of the village council. Much credit is due
him as the prime mover in the project to pave the Navarre streets con-

necting the Massillon and Justus paved road.

Mrs. Sisterhen before her marriage was Elizabeth Altenhofer, who
was born in Huntington, Indiana, daughter of Joseph Altenhofer. To
their union have been born three children : Stella, Karl and Irene.

Stewart S. Kurtz. One of Canton’s manufacturers and capitalists,

Stewart S. Kurtz has lived in that city thirty years, had previously been
identified with different concerns in western states, and is one of the

strong and resourceful men in local business affairs. His chief position

at the present time is as vice president and general manager of the Mc-
Caskey Register Company of Alliance.

Stewart S. Kurtz was born in Pennsylvania at Blairsville October

20, 1858. His parents were John G. and Mary N. (Stewart) Kurtz, both

now deceased. His father was for many years a dry goods mereliant at

Blairsville. Stewart S. Kurtz grew u]> in Pennsylvania, accjuired his

('dueation there, but at the early age of sixteen, in 1874, went out to In-

dianapolis and found employment with the firm of Gordon-Kurtz Com-
pany, manufacturers of saddlery hardware. From Indiana])olis he went
to Chicago in 1880, and had a position of considerable resi)onsibillty with

the Pettibone-Millikan Company, I'ailroad supplies.

When Mr. Kurtz caTtie to Canton in 1884 he ideidified himself with
the Gilliam Manufacturing Company, mannfacturei*s of jiatent leatlu'r

saddlery specialties and automobile accessories. Eater he secured a con-
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trolling interest in the company, and was its i^resident and general man-
ager until he sold out to B. T. Steiner and associates. In 1910 Mr. Kurtz,
with Edward A. Langeubaeh and A. G. Ryley, bought the MeCaskey
Register Company, manufacAu-ers of credit account registers and sales
books. This is a tlourishiug concern and one whose products have a wide
distribution, and served to increase the many associations by which
Stark County is known to the outside world as a great manufacturing
center. The plant of the company is located at Alliance, while the execu-
tive offices are in the Courtlaiid Building at Canton. For the past five

years Mr. Kurtz has been vice president and general manager of this

concern.

He is also a member of the Canton Chamber of Commerce and of
the Canton Club and the Congress Lake Club.

AVilliam a. Harris. The son and grandson of steel manufacturers,
AVilliam A. Harris, manager of the Roll Machine Works of the American
Sheet Tin Plate Company, of Canton, is eminently qualified by inherit-

ance, inclination, training and practical experience to discharge the

duties of the responsible position which he now holds.

Mr. Harris was born at Niles, Ohio, August 16, 1871, and is a sou
of George and Olive P. (Allison) Harris. His father was born just

outside the City of London, England, October 18, 1846, a son of James
Harris, a steel manufacturer of the above location, who brought his

family to the United States in 1853 and first located at St. Louis, Alis-

souri, where he built the first sheet mill of that city. Prom St. Louis he
moved to Youngstown, Ohio, and thence to Niles, Ohio, where he built

the second sheet mill erected there, and his death occurred at that place.

The mother of AY. A. Harris was born at Niles, Ohio, daughter of Aimer
Allison, who was a brother of Nancy McKinley, the mother of late

President McKinley. Airs. Harris still survives. George Harris was
identified with his father’s mill interests in his youth and early manhood
and later was engaged in the steel business until 1909, when he retired

from active participation in business and now resides at his home at

Niles.

AVilliam A. Harris received his early education in the public schools

of Niles, Ohio, and at Cornell University completed his training, being

graduated therefrom with the class of 1893 with the degree of mechanical

engineer. He began engineering work in 1894 with the Beaver Tin
Plate Company, at Lisbon, Ohio, and was next identified with the Steel

Alotor Company of Cleveland, subsequently going with that company
to Johnstown, Pennsylvania, to which city the plant was removed and
where he was made assistant manager, a position which he held until

resigning to become assistant chief engineer of the American Tin Plate

Company, of Pittsburgh. Air. Harris next became secretary and chief

engineer of the Lewis Foundry and Alachine Company of Pittsburgh,

and in 1906 came to Canton as manager of the Roll Alachine AVorks of the

American Sheet & Tin Plate Company. This plant was established at

Canton in 1899 liy John Carnahan and his associates as the Canton
Roll and Alachine Company, and at that time the plant had one air

furnace and one cupola, an additional furnace being added later. In
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1906, when the plant was taken over by the American Sheet and Tin
Plate Company, an additional furnace was put in and the plant has

since been enlarged all the way through and now has live furnaces and
two cui^olas and is one of the largest and finest roll plants in the country.

The mill employs from 225 to 250 men.
]\Ir. Harris is a member of the American Society of Mechanical

Engineers, the American Iron and Steel Institute and the Sigma Alj^ha

Epsilon Greek letter fraternity. The best commentary upon his enter-

prise and perseverance is afforded by the prominent position he has
attained and by the record for business ability and commercial integrity

which he has built up in the trade. He is a member of the Caidon
Chamber of Commerce and the Canton and Congress Lake clubs, and his

religious connection is with the Pii’st Presbyterian Church of Canton.
J\Ir. Harris was married to Miss Josephine M. Warner, who was born

in Indiana, daughter of J. B. Warner, and to this union there have been
born three children, namely: Jonathan W., William A., Jr., and
Mary W.

Herbert Artpiur Shafer, D. D. S. The name and services of Doctor
Shafer are particularly appreciated in the community of Navarre as

the postmaster of that city, but he has for more than fifteen years been
the only dental practitioner in the city and has been closely identified

with its public life and affairs throughout that time.

A native of Stark County and a member of one of the older families,

he was born at Greentown, August 1, 1873, a son of Martin and
Elizabeth (Rudy) Shafer. His father was born in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, November 5, 1838, and when three years of age was
brought to Stark County by his father Jacob Shafer, who was likewise

a native of Lancaster County. The family located near Zion Chui'ch in

Lake Townsliip, where Jacob Shafer speut the rest of his days as a

practical agriculturist. Doctor Shafer’s mother was born in Jackson
Township' of Stark County, daughter of Jacob Rudy, who was also a

native of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and had come as a pioneer

to Jackson Township. Mrs. Shafer is still living, now in her seventy-

fourth year, with her home at Greentown. Martin AA^. Shafer was
a tailor by trade, having learned that vocation in Canton, and for a

number of years kept a tailor shop in Greentown. Subsequently he

bought a farm three miles east of Canal Pulton, and lived there until his

death in 1908.

It was on the farm east of Canal Pulton that Doctor Shafer sixuit

most of his early youth. He was graduated from the high school at

Canal Pulton in 1892, and then took up the work of pi'oparing for the

dental i)rofession, graduating in 1896 with the degree 1). 1). S. from
the Dental College of Cincinnati. After one year of practice at Clinton
in Summit County he removed in 1898 to Navari'e, and has since been
eoidinuoiisly engaged in the work of his profession, at the same tinu'

looking after his various official duties. II is ])rofessional ability and
p('rsonal ])opularity have lu'cn stK'h that in all the tinu' since he located

at Navarre llnu'e has b(>en no other deidisi to compete with him for

the local practice.
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November 14, 1900, Doctor Shafer received his first important official

promotion in his election as justice of the peace, for a term of three
years. In 1903 lie was elected mayor of Navarre and re-elected in 1905.
In 1908 came his appointment as postmaster under Roosevelt and he
has held that office ever since, at the same time carrying on his dental
work. He was re-appointed postmaster by President Taft and his

present term expires in 1916. It is his distinetiou to have been the
youngest mayor and postmaster the City of Navarre has ever had. He
is prominent as a republican, and for five years was a member of the
Central Committee of Stark County.

Doctor Shafer married Amelia Stoner, who is a native of Stark
County, daughter of John Stoner. To their marriage have been horn
three children; John Stoner Shafer, horn November 5, 1902; Hilary
Arthur, horn May 14, 1907

;
and Ruth Agatha, horn June 8, 191j

Doctor Shafer is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias Order.

Peter Graber. Among the well known and highly esteemed fami-
lies in Stark County, Peter Graher, prominent farmer and horseman
living in Canton, has a leading place. The family has been established

in this county for more than sixty years, and has been closely identified

with its growth and progress through that time. Mr. Graher was born
near Alsace-Lorraine in Switzerland, on August 1, 1843, and is a son
of another Peter, a farmer of Switzerland.

The family, including the subject, came to America from Switzer-

land in 1852, settling in Stark County. There were eight of them in

all, including the parents, four daughters and two sons. They located

in what is now Harrisburg and engaged in farming. Peter Graher, the

son, remained at home and did what he could to advance the family
fortunes until he married. He had a brother, John Graber, now liv-

ing at Middlehraneh, and his sisters are married. Barbara became the

wife of Michael Miller and lives near Freeherg. Mary married Jonas
Baker, and they live near Maximo. Katherina, who married Andrew
Baker, also lives near Maximo. Magdalana became the wife of Christ

Kiahille and lives near Middlehraneh.
Old Peter Graher lived to be sixty-four years old, and he died near

Paris, Ohio. The mother reached the age of seventy-seven, and her last

days were spent near Maximo.
Peter Graber, of this review, married Mary Baker, daughter of

Andrew Baker, who lived on a farm near Minerva. After his marriage
he and his brother united in the purchase of the home farm near Paris,

and there they did general farming for 6I/0 years. He then disposed

of his interest to his brother and came to Plain Township where he
bought the Andy Pontious farm. He carried on general farming
here with good success, and in about 1880 he began to deal in horses,

buying and selling, and since then has continued in that business. He
has made many big purchases of horses in Ohio, Illinois, Kansas and
Iowa, disposing of them in the Boston and New York City markets. At
one time he had a considerable contract with the Penn Coal operators.

In the thirty-five years of his horse dealings Mr. Graher has handled
many hundreds of carloads of livestock. In the past few months he
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has carried on a bigger business than ever before, due to the activity

in foreign markets, but he is now at the point where he is ready to retire

and spend the remainder of his life in comparative ease.

Eight children have been bom to Mr. and Mrs. Graber. Emma, the

first born, lives at home. IMary is the wife of Joseph Combs and lives on
(Teveland Avenue, Canton, Ohio. They have one daughter, Mabel. Kate
Graber married Bert Reed, now in Detroit, Michigan, and they have a
daughter, Hazel. Sam, the fourth child, is deceased. Eli lives at home.
John married Mabel Guntz and lives on the home farm. Their two chil-

dren are Walter and Au.stin. Alice lives at home with her .parents. El-

dora is the wife of Roy Best of Canton.
Mr. Graber owns 185 acres of fine land in Stark County, and fine

buildings mark his pi'operty, all built by himself. The family are mem-
Oers of the Mennonite Church, and Mr. Graber has no political affiliations,

preferring to vote in accordance with his best judgment when the time
comes for action.

John Emery Dine. Few men in Canton have given a longer and
more valuable public service than John E. Dine, now superintendent of

streets, who has been identified with municipal operations in Canton
more or less for thirty years. Mr. Dine began working for one of Can-
ton ’s leading industries nearly half a century ago, and his life has been
one of labor, continued advancement and high integrity of purpose.

John Emery Dine was bom in Pike Township, Stark County, April

27, 1853. His parents were Jacob and Hannah (Miller) Dine. His
father was bom in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, the son of an Irish-

man who subsequently became an early settler in Sandy Township of

Stark County. The mother was born in Pike Township of Stark County,
and her father was a native of Pennsylvania of Scotch descent and one
of the old settlers of Pike Township in Stark County. Jacob Dine, the

father, was a wagon maker and carpenter by trade and in 1866 moved
from Sparta in Pike Township to Canton and lived in that city until his

death. He was killed by a railroad accident. His widow is still living

in Canton.
John Emery Dine was reared in Sparta until about thirteen years

of age, attended the common schools, but early became self supporting.

Removing to Canton in 1867, he soon afterward began work for C. Ault-

man & Company, at first in the wood-working department and later in

the engine department. Experience and natural mechanical talent made
him an expert in engine construction and operation, and he went all

over the country representing the Anltman plant in the erection and
installing of engines. In December, 1885, after nearly twenty years of

service, Mr. Dine left tlie Anltman company, and in 1886 was elected

superititendcnt of streets of the City of Canton. He tilled that office

up to 1890 and then for two years was superintendent of sewers. Leav-

ing the public service Mr. Dine became engaged in contracting, and did

a lai'ge aggregate of work and at times employed large forces of men.
In 1907 Mr. Dine returned to the city service and has since been super-

intendent of streets, having bemi reappointed under difTerenf adminis-

trations to the present time.
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Fraternally IMr. Dine is affiliated with the Order of Reindeers. His
first wife was Elizabeth Apple, who was born in Pennsylvania, daughter
of Cliristian Apple. She died in 1890, leaving two children: Esther
Alineda and Hattie Lucretia. Mr. Dine after the death of his first wife
married Libhie Hamilton, who was born in Canton, daughter of Richard
Hamilton. By the second marriage there are also two children: Wilbur,
who died in 1908

;
and Raymond, who is attending the iDublic schools.

John A. Merley. Mr. Merley’s prominence as a Canton manufac-
lurer is indicated by his holding the offices of vice president and gen-

eral manager of the Diebold Safe & Box Compaaij^ and also that of

general manager of tlie National Fire Prooting Company. His business

career began in Stark County many years ago in association with his

father, who was a pioneer manufacturer of brick and tile, and from one
step to anorher he has made progress until he is now one of the men who
practically control the industrial life of the county.

John A. Merley was born in Stark County at Alliance, March 17,

1862, a son of the late Nicholas and Mary Ann (Metzger) Merley.
Nicholas Merley was born in 1811 in Alsace, the unfortunate province

which lias been the subject for so much contention between the nations

of Germany and France, and which at the time of his birth was a pos-

session of France, and until the present war is concluded belongs to Ger-

many. When he was a boy of eight years in 1849 his mother brought
him on a sailing vessel to America. Sixty-two days were required to

make the passage. In the .same year they located in Alliance where
Nicholas enjojmd limited educational advantages but learned the trade

of brick maker. From Alliance he subseqixently removed to Louisville

in Stark County, was a brick maker there, and finally established a plant

in the same industry at Canton. Nicholas Merley has the distinction of

having built and owned the plant where were manufactured the first

Shale lirick and the first hollow brick made in Stark County, and was
tluis the pioneer in those departments of the industry. The plant he
formerly owned is now a part of the Metropolitan Brick Company’s
works. Nicholas Merley died at Canton in 1913. His wife was born in

Loxdsville, Ohio, the daughter of John Metzger, a Stark County pioneer.

Jolin A. Merley accompanied the family to Louisville when he was a
<liild and subsequently came to Canton, getting his education in the

public schools of these two cities. He was associated with his father in

Ids enterixrises as a brick manufacturer ixntil Febi’uary, 1892, and has
aix exjxert knowledge of the techxiical processes of brick manxxfactxxre as

well as the coxixmercial side of the bxxsiness. In February, 1892, he went
into Ixxxsiness oxx his own aecoxxnt, hxxilding the plant of what is ixow the

Caixton and Osnaburg Brick & IMill Coxxxpaixy at Osnaburg. This busi-

ness he sold in 1902 to the National Fireproofing Coxnpany, with which
corporation he became gexxeral nxanager. Its outpxxt comprises all kinds

of plaiix and ornaxixexital buildiixg blocks, fii’e bricks, fire proofing, fire

clay, conduits, .silo blocks, etc., and the exeexxtive offices are in the City

National Bank Building in Canton.

In 1907 Mr. IMerley became a dii’ector in the Diebold Safe & Lock
Company, and in 1908 was made also general manager of that company.
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constituting one of the large and valuable industries at Canton. The
safes and locks bearing the name of Diebold are found probably in every
large town and city in the United States.

i\Ir. Merley is a member of the Canton Chamber of Commerce, the
Lakeside Country Club, the Commercial Travelers Association and the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. His wife was formerly Miss
Pearl Warner of Toledo, Ohio.

Elmer Edson Carrier, B. C. S., one of the well known and dis-

tinguished educators of Ohio, and superintendent of the .public schools

of Navarre, Stark County, was born at Brimtield, Portage County, Oluo,

November 2d, 1869. He is descended from good old New England stock

and his immediate ancestors were pioneer settlers of the Western Reserve
of Ohio.

Joseph L. Carrier was born November 21, 1815, just twenty-four
years to the day before the birth of his son, Elmer Edson, in the same
house in Portage County. He was a son of Lucius Carrier, who was a

native of Brimtield, Connecticut, for which community the Ohio town
was named, and a pioneer settler of the Western Reserve. Prior to

coming to Ohio, Lucius Carrier had served as judge of the Circuit

Court at New Haven, Connecticut, and in Ohio lie became a man of

influence and prominence. The mother of Elmer E. Carrier was born
at Brimtield, Ohio, her father having been born in Vermont and a pioneer
of the Western Reserve. In early life a school teacher, Joseph L. Carrier-

later became a farmer and for a quarter of a century was a justice of

the peace in Portage County, where he died October 9, 1897, J\lrs. Carrier
surviving until September 1, 1901.

Elmer Edson Carrier was reared in the little community of Brim-
field, where he attended the common schools, was gi-aduated from tire

Kent (Ohio) High School in 1885, and from Mount LTrrion (Ohio)

College in 1889, and subsequently took post-graduate work at Wooster
(Ohio) University. He began his career as a teacher at Brimtield, his

native towir, when he was a youth of sixteeir years, arrd had charge of

classes in the district and high schools until he was made principal of

the Kent High School in 1889. Mr. Carrier continrred continuously in that

capacity until 1913, when he resigned to become United States dejiuty col-

lector of revenue, but in the fall of 1914 left that office to accept the

appoiirtment as superintendent of the public schools of Navarre. The
capable and energetic manner in which he has directed the work of

the public schools has done much to elevate educational standards and
to improve the school system, and he is justly accounted one of the

leading educators of this part of the state.

Mr. Carrier is a member of the Noi-theastern Ohio Teachers Asso-

ciation and of the National Educational Association. He is deputy
grand master af the Ohio Grand Lodge of Odd Fellows, and holds

membership in the University Club. A man of scholarly tastes, he is a

deep student of literature, and his jilcasant home at Navarre' is a ('enter

of culture and refinement. l\Trs. Carriei- was formerly Miss Jennie
Koon, a native of Brimtield, Ohio, and a daughter of Charh's Koon, who
came of one of New England’s old fainili('s. ]\Ir. and 1\Ij-s. Cai-ri(>r are
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the parents of one dangliter: Miss Edna, who is a graduate of Kent
High School, class of 1915, and now a student at Kent State Normal
School.

Charles E. Poorman. A well known and deservedly popular citizen

of his native county, Mr. Poorman is now serving his fourth consecutive

term as city treasurer of Canton, where his administration has been so

careful, discriminative and competent as to fully deserve the confidence
manifested in his fellow citizens in his repeated election.

He was born on the old homestead of his father in Tuscarawas Town-
ship, of Stark County, November 17, 1862, a son of John and Caroline
(Kelker) Poorman. His parents were both representatives of early

pioneer families of this county. Born in Pennsylvania, they removed
when mere children from their native state with their parents, who
came to Stark County by wagon route and located in Tuscarawas Town-
ship in 1828. John Poorman was reared to manhood with the sturdy
discipline of an early farm. On reaching manhood and taking up his

independent career he became an especially progressive and successful

farmer and stock grower of that locality, where he developed a fine farm.
He was also a citizen of more than local prominence and influence, and
had a high place in the confidence and regard of the community in which
practically all his life was spent. He was called to serve in such offices

as township clerk, trustee and treasurer, and for a number of terms
was a member of the board of county commissioners, in which responsible

position he proved himself an efficient conservator of the best interests

of the county. As a man he was sincere, resolute, well informed, and
liolitically he was always loyal to his convictions as a democrat. Caroline

(Kelker) Poorman was reared in Stark County, where her father, Henry
Kelker, settled in pioneer times. She died when her son, Charles E.,

was a boy of six.

Charles E. Poorman has always been grateful that his childhood and
early youth were spent under the influence of a farm and wholesome
country environment. As a boy he gave his aid to the farm work, and
thus learned to appreciate the dignity and value of honest toil. From
the public school at Stanwood he acquired his early education and after

reaching manhood he followed farming in his native township up to the

age of twenty-four years, when he moved to the Julius Whiting Farm
in Plain Township, where he remained for two years. In 1889 he estab-

lished his home in the City of Canton, and after several years of work
in teaming in 1892 he entered the employ of the Canton Hardware Com-
pany, with which representative concern he continued for seventeen

years, being entrusted with positions of responsibility and showing a

faithfulness of performance which was a valuable part of his record

when he became a candidate for public office.

In 1909 he was chosen as democratic candidate for city treasurer

of Canton, and was elected by a handsome majority. In 1911 he was
re-elected, receiving the largest vote of any man on the ticket. In 1912
he was a candidate for treasurer of Stark County, but was defeated by
a margin of 135 votes, although in 1913 he was elected to a third term as

city treasurer. In 1914 he was again the choice of his party for county
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tteasurer, but was defeaited along with every other democrat in the

republican land slide of that year. But so Avell had Mr. Boorman con-

ducted the office of city treasurer and so well were the people satisfied

with his work that he was again re-elected in 1915 for the fourth consecu-

tive time, receiving more votes than he had received at any previous

election, he being the only democrat elected to a city office at that

election.

Mr. Boorman has distinctive musical talent, both creative and appre-

ciative, and has found time to interest himself in the development of

music and musical organizations in his home city. He has been a member
of the choir of Trinity Reformed Chiirch for more than twenty years.

He is affiliated with the Knights of Bythias and with the Reindeer

fraternity.

On February 24, 1887, Mr. Boorman was married to IMiss Kate
Flickinger, daughter of the late Jacob and Elizabeth Flickinger of Mas-
sillon. Mr. and IMrs. Boorman have an adopted daughter, Myrtle, who
is now assistant in the city treasurer’s office. Their place of residence

is 534 Third Street N. W., Canton.

Hiram Dissinger, M. D. AVhile he has maintained his residence at

Canal Fulton since 1879, Dr. Hiram Dissinger ’s practice, extending
throughout Summit, Wayne and Stark counties, entitles him to dis-

tinction as one of the foremost medical men of Northern Ohio, and
particularly as a surgeon, a field in which his reputation extends all over

this part of the state. In connection with his professional work, he has
been an active factor in civic affairs; indeed, from the time of his

arrival he has taken a helpful particijiation in the movements which have
led to advancement along municipal, educational and moral lines.

Doctor Dissinger was born on the old Dissinger homestead place,

near Manchester, in Franklin Township, Summit County, Ohio, March
17, 1854, and is a son of John and Mary (AVagoner) Dissinger. John
Dissinger, the paternal grandfather of Doctor Dissinger, bi’ought his

family from Lancaster County, Bennsylvania, to Summit County, Ohio,

about the year 1820, here took up land from the United States Govern-
ment, and continued to be engaged in agricultural pursuits during the

remaining years of his life. His wife, also a native of the Keystone
State, bore the maiden name of Elizabeth Fetter. The maternal grand-
father of Doctor Dissinger, John Wagoner, brought his family to Ohio
from Bedford, Bedford County, Bennsylvania, some time between the

years 1825 and 1830, settling on a farm near Barberton, Summit
County, where he continued as a tiller of the soil during the remaining
years of his career.

John Dissinger, father of Hiram Dissinger, was horn in Lancaster
County, Benn.sylvania, in 1805, was stilt a youtli when he came to Ohio,

and in Summit County met and married Mary AVagoner. He succeeded
his father in the ownership of the old Dissinger homestead, which he
operated until about 1864, when he l)uilt a home in the A’'illag(> of Alan-
chester, retired from active pursuits, and lived quietly until his death in

1888. Mrs. Dissinger survived him until 1898, and was eighty-one years
old at the time of her death. They were consistent imMuhers of the
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Reformed Clnirch, and were the parents of six children, of whom two
survive.

Hiram Dissinger was ten years of age when the family removed to

the Village of Manchester, and there he completed his primary educa-
tion from the Manchester High School. Next he attended the University
of Cincinnati for a time, and read medicine under the preceptor.ship of

Dr. Darius Rowe, of Manchester, and was graduated from tlie Medical
College of Ohio, with the class of 1878 and the degree of Doctor of
Medicine. In 1879 Doctor Dissinger entered the Long Island Hospital
Medical College, at Brooklyn, and in 1879 received the degree of Doctor
of Medicine from that institution. Following this, he entered upon a
period of training and practical experience which was to prove of great
value to him in later years. He first served as interne at the Good
Samaritan Hospital, Cincinnati, and later became ambulance surgeon
for the Long Island Hospital Medical College, Brooklyn, and in these
connections came into contact with experiences which he would have
encountered in no other way.

Doctor Dissinger came to Canal Fulton in 1879 and oi^ened an office,

and here has continued to be engaged actively in practice to the present
time. While his professional business is broad and general, he has
specialized to some extent and has gained widespread reputation, as

already stated, in the field of surgery. To his superior and steady-

handed skill are entrusted the greater number of the major surgical

operations at the hospitals of Massilloii and Barberton and some of

these have been of a nature to attract widespread interest and attention

and to stamp Doctor Dissinger as one of the masters of the scalpel in

Ohio. Always a close investigator and student, he is intensely interested

in the work of the various organizations of his calling, and is a valued
member of tbe Stark County Medical Society, the Ohio State Medical
Society and the American Medical Association. For a number of years

he was a member of the Board of United States Pension Examiners, and
in civic affairs has served twelve years as a member of the Canal Fulton
School Board and four years as a member of the village council. He has

reached a prominent place in Masonry, belonging to the various bodies

up to the Knights Templar, and being connected with Massillon Corn-

mandery No. 4.

Doctor Dissinger was married to Miss Lila Davidson, who was born
near Orrville, AVayne County, Ohio, but reared in Stark County. One
son has been born to Dr. and Mrs. Dissinger: Earl, a graduate of the

Case School of Applied Sciences, of Cleveland, as a mining engineer,

taught in the University of Kentucky, at Lexington, and now assistant

superintendent of the Freeport Sulphur Company, of Freeport, Texas.

Prior to taking up teaching at the University of Kentiicky, he was sent

into old Mexico by a mining syndicate, where be was visited by bis

father, who resided with him there for some time in 1907.

Arthur J. Maskrey. The large industries of Canton have brought
to that community men of ability from all parts of the world. Repre-

senting various national types, and with experience and training in many
of the world’s greatest industrial centers, these men have fused their
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diversified ideals and fortunes into a common citizenship and work
which has been one of the most important factors in Canton’s upbuild-

ing. While many of these men possess the genras of manufacturers and

organizers and business builders, it is noteworthy that mere capital has

been less important in the general result than the personal ability of

those who now direct Canton’s destiny as an industrial city. One of

the men to be named in this class is Arthur J. IMaskrey, now general

superintendent of the Carnahan Sheet & Tin Plate iManufacturing Com-
pany. Mr. IMaskrey is one of the pioneers in the making of tin jilate in

America, had gained distinction as a manufacturer and industrial execu-

tive in the British Empire, and is hardly less well known as an inventor

and originator in the field of iron and steel manufacturing than as a

business executive.

In some sense his professional and business career has been a matter

of inheritance, since for several generations at least the Alaskrey family

has been identified with the iron working industries of England. Mr.

Maskrey was horn in AYolverhampton, Staffordshire, one of the central

counties in the iron working district of England, a son of John H.
Maskrey, who, as was his father before him, was identified with the

industry of tin plate making. When Arthur Maskrey was about ten

years of age the family removed to Scotland, where his father became
one of the partners and also manager of the Coatbridge Sheet and
Tin Plate Company.

During his youth in Scotland Air. Alaskrey attended the Gortsherrie

Academy, a school endowed by the Bairds, the great iron masters of

Gortsherrie. The preparation for his career was iinusually thorough.

He studied chemistry at Anderson’s College in Glasgow, and studied

the science of metallurgy as related to the iron and steel industry at

the City and Guilds of London In.stitiite for the advancement of tech-

nical education. He was an honor student there in the first class. After
receiving, in addition to this technical training, a thorough practical

experience in the iron and steel trade in various mills and forges, he

became assistant manager in the plant under his father. Later he was
with I. and W. Bairdmore, one of the first firms to take up the making
of Sieman’s steel process. He had charge of some of the mills of that

plant. His next employment was with P. S. Phillips, who was at that

time the largest maker of tin plate in the world. The Phillips industries

were largely located in South Wales, where Air. Alaskrey designed and
erected the sheet mills for supplying bars to the different plants oper-

ated by the Phillips Company.
After the passage of the AIcKinley Tariff Law in America Air.

Alaskrey came to this coiuitry and became manager of the sheet and tin

plate mills of J. Reeves at Canal Dover, Ohio. In a few yeai’s the .sheet

and tin plate mills were gathered together in the great trust, and Air.

Alaskrey continued as one of the technical managers, being transferred
to the Lfuighlin plant at Martins Perry, Ohio, one of the largest tin

plate })lants in the United States. Subse(iuently he was transferred 1o

Chest(‘r, West Virginia, and also had charge of the Crescent AVorks at

Cleveland, Ohio, the Falcon Works at Niles, Ohio, the Struthers Steel

AAh)i'ks at Struthers, West Virginia, and the Chester AA^orks at Chester,



918 HISTORY OP STARK COUNTY

all these various plants being included in one district which was under
liis personal suiDervision.

In September, 1911, Mr. IMaskrey came to Canton to become general
superintendent of the Carnahan mills. As his record indicates, he is a
pioneer in the tin plate manufacturing industry' in the United States.

In an industry which has been his life work his creative mind has worked
out a large number of improvements and mechanical devices that have
been applied to the various departments of sheet and tin plate manu-
facturing. Many patents have been taken out in his name in this country
in connection with tlie making of tin plate, and all of these patents he
has sold to the trust.

While many of his business associates know him only as a hard-
headed and practical expert in the sheet and tin plate industry, his closer

friends are aware of his varied attainments and interests which he has
pursued for many years and which indicate the versatility of his char-

acter. For many years one of his chief enthusiasms has been the making
of violins and bows. He has a little workshop, fitted up with all the

delicate instruments and equipment required for his work, and has turned
out a number of instruments which competent critics and musicians have
pronounced perfect in every detail of workmanship and of rare volume
and beauty of tone. This hobby Mr. Maskrey took up when still a boy.

In earlier years he was also a noted athlete both in England and Scot-

land. At one time he was a member of the athletic team of Monmouth
County, England, and later in Scotland as a member of the Drumpler
Cricket Club he met all the great players of England, Scotland and
Australia. Fraternally Mr. Maskrey is affiliated with the Masonic Order.

He has been happily married for many years, and has a family of

sons and daughters who do him credit. The maiden name of his wife

was Sarah Bennett, whose father was a noted steel manufacturer at

Glasgow, Scotland, and at one time owned the Carntyne Rolling Mills

at Parkhead in Glasgow. Of their marriage there are six children:

Arthur J., Jr., is associated with his father in the mills at Canton;
Percy is a dentist at Martins Perry, Ohio

;
Prank was graduated from the

Canton High School in 1914. The daughter Edith is the wife of Dr. R.

H. Wilson of Martins Ferry, Ohio. Mary is the wife of W. G. Cramer,
now city editor of the Wheeling Register at AA^heeling, West Virginia.

Minnie is the wife of George McClusky, a civil engineer by profession.

Nicholas Miller. At the age of twenty-one Nicholas kliller left

his native land of Germany and came to America. The stages in his

career have rapidly succeeded each other since then, and from a com-

mon workman and apprentice in the stone mason’s trade he has gradu-

ally developed a business as a general contractor, and has had charge of

some of the finest jobs in stone work executed in Stark County. His

business headquarters and his home are at Massillon.

Born in Prussia, Germany, July 12, 1870, he is a son of Nicholas and
Magdalena (Gerten) IMiller. His father was also a stone cutter by trade,

but in addition operated a stone quarry. Both parents are now deceased,

having spent all their lives in Germany.
The literary education of Nicholas Miller was acquired in the schools of
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the old country, and while there he learned in part the stone cutting trade

according to the thorough and exact methods in vogue in Germany. In
1891 he came to America. The first four weeks he spent in Columbia,
Tennessee, and next went to Knoxville, Tennessee, where he completed
his apprenticeship as a stone cutter and worked as a journeyman for some
time. Some of his first regular employment in the trade was in the Van-
derbilt mansion at Biltimore, North Carolina. On coming north he located

at Gallipolis, Ohio, was at Columbus, at Mansfield, then went east and was
employed at Philadelphia, and on his return to Ohio was first at Ports-

mouth and then in Bowling Green. In August, 1896, he came to Massillon,

and has now been a resident of that city nearly twenty years. For about
five years he was foreman for different firms and contractors, and about
1905 set up as an independent stone contractor. In 1915 he expanded
the scope of his business and now does general contracting.

Many illustrations of his work in and around Massillon might be
secured. He performed the stone work on the klerey Hospital at Canton,
on the St. Paul’s Catholic Church at New Berlin, and set the stone for

the towers on St. Mary’s Catholic Church at Massillon. His services

have been in demand for exceptionally fine work, requiring the greatest

of nicety and skill in stone masonry. He also had the general contract

for the towers of St. Mary ’s Catholic Church, and at the present writing

is carrying out the general contract for the construction of the home of

the First Building & Loan Company of Massillon, this being one of the

finest l)anking houses in Stark County.
I\Ir. Miller and family are members of St. JMary’s parish of the

Catholic Church at Ma.ssillon. In St. Peter’s Catholic Church at Phila-

delphia he and I\Iiss Anna Schneider were united in marriage. She was
born in Prussia, only half an hour’s distance from the birthplace of her
husband. To their marriage have been born nine children, five living:

Aloysius W., who is now with the Northern Engraving Company at

Canton; William J., employed by his father; Emma Elizabeth; Appolo-
nia Marie

;
and Hilda Catherine.

Joseph Spangler. The business of farming has been dignified by the

long and purposeful life of Joseph Spangler, one of the oldest residents

of Plain Township. Mr. Spangler has lived on one farm in that section

for more than half a century and has spent nearly all his life in Stark
County. As a. young man he gave his services to the Union during the

Civil war, aud his subsequent career has been ordered upon the same
high plane of citizenship which lu'ought about this expression of his

loyally.

Joseph Spangler was born May 21, 1837, just northeast of what is

called the Plain Center IMills, a son of William A. and Liza (Lind)
Spangler. The Spangler family came to Stark County from Pennsyl-
vania in the times of early settlement and pioneer conditions, and as

farmers at least three generations have participated in general improve-
ment and progress. The paternal grandfather was Joseph Spangler.
William Sj)angler and wife had ten children: Joseph, John, Elizabeth,

Hiram, George, Charles, Emma, J. Murray, Harvey and one that died

in infancy.
Vol. Ill— 11
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As a boy Joseph Spangler attended the district schools south of the
Worsller Church, and with school attendance, home duties, and general
farm work he lived a normal life until after reaching his majority. On
August 2, 1862, he enlisted in Company B of the 104th Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, and saw seven months of active service. He participated in
several skirmishes and in one was wounded and sent north and given an
honorable discharge.

On Thanksgiving day of 1863 Mr. Spangler married Miss Barbara
Anne V\ illiman, daughter of Jonas and Barbara Williman. Almost im-
ineuiately after their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Spangler moved to what
was known as the Henry Worstler farm of 150 acres in Plain Town-
ship. That has been home in all its associations and meanings to Mr.
Spangler for the past fifty-two years. There his children came into the

woild, ami were reared and trained for lives of usefulness and at the

old homestead Mrs. Spangler passed away January 22, 1906, at the

age of sixty-eight years, seven months and tweuty-tive days. The five

ehddren born to their marriage were : Coredith, who was born April 9,

1867, and died December 24, 1869; Jacob, who died in infancy; "William

Melvin, born January 27, 1871, and by his marriage to Miss Anna
Hoover of Plain Township has four children : Harvey Norman, born
October 28, 1872, died March 30, 1903; and Joseph Robert, who was
born August 19, 1876, and married Miss Jessie Ball of Canton, their

three children being named Helen, Eldora and Mildred.

For more than half a century Mr. Spangler has conducted the busi-

ness of general farming, and has also performed a valuable service for

his community as a thresherman. By strict adherence to those lines

and by the exercise of good judgment he long since acquired a sub-

stantial position in the community, and is now well able to enjoy the

leisure which his advanced years deserve. The Spangler family has for

generations been identified with the Methodist Church, and in politics

Mr. Spangler is republican.

James M. Core. Along with an active business service James M.
Corl has stood tor a great many years as a strong factor in the civic

life of this section of Stark County and is one of the best known citizens

of Navarre. Navarre was his birthplace, and he first saw the light of

day November 27, 1846. His parents, Jacob and Elizabeth Corl, were
among the early settlers of Stark County. His father was of Scotch

and his mother of German parentage, and both were born in Penn-
sylvania.

After gaining his education in the common schools of his native

village, Mr. Corl took up the trade and business of milling and it was
through many years of association with that industry that he gave his

most important service in a business way. Prom 1869 until 1902 he

owned and operated the Navarre City Flouring Mill. In that time, a

period of thirty-three years, he changed and remodeled his plant several

times and made of it a real institution in that part of the county. He
finally retired from the milling business on account of failing health and
now gives his time chiefly to private interests.

Mr. Corl has also made a record as a soldier during the Civil war.
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and served three years in Company A of the One Hundred and Seventh
Ohio Volunteer infantry. He has long been an active member of Miller

Post No. 270, Grand Army of the Republic. In polities he is a repuli-

liean, and at the present time is serving on the board of public affairs.

He is also a member of the United Brethren Church at Navarre.
On May 16, 1867, at Navarre Mr. Corl married Almira Wolfe,

daughter of B'avid and Hester Wolfe, a grand-daughter of Phillip

Sitt'ert, who came to Stark County in 1806, and entered land in Pike
Township when this county was very wild and the woods were full of

bears and deer. The Indians frequently visited his home. Eight chil-

dren were born into their home and household : Harvey E., who mar-
ried Ida Boughman

;
Elizabeth, who married J. AV. Settle

;
Eva, who

married 0. J. Van Dorsten
;
Harriett, wife of C. V. Beazell

;
Grace, who

became the wife of Fred Shoff; Oello, wife of C. E. Neff; Lethe Corl,

unmarried, and Walter Dacosta Corl, who died January 16, 1896, was
the youngest of the children.

Frank M. Shelton. The really successful modern educator does
not confine his work to the immediate duties of the schoolroom, but in

seeking to correlate the school with the real life of the community must
necessarily broaden the scope of his own activities and work hand in

hand with all the progressive forces of the city. A type of this kind of

educator in Stark County is Frank M. Shelton, principal of the Central
High School of Canton. Mr. Shelton is one of the hardest working and
most influential young citizens of that community, with an active

influence both in and out of the school over which he has charge.

Frank M. Shelton was born at Salem, Ohio, June 2, 1877, a son of

David B. and Elizabeth (Atterholt) Shelton. The Shelton family orig-

inated in Northern England. The first American ancestors settled in

the State of Maryland
;
from there branches of the family removed to

New England, others to Ohio and still others followed down the Ohio
Valley into Missouri in the vicinity of St. Louis. Mr. Shelton’s grand-
father was Samuel Shelton, who was born at Teagarden, near Salem,

Ohio, and that was also the birthplace of D. B. Shelton. In 1884 the

latter removed his family to a place close to Salem, and later to west of

Lisbon, where he died in 1911 at the age of sixty-nine. The maternal
grandfather of Mr. Shelton was John Atterholt, who was born at Dun-
gannon, in Columbiana County, where his father was a pioneer. Dun-
gannon was also the birthplace of Elizabeth (Atterholt) Shelton. It is

through the Atterholt family that Mr. Shelton inherits an inclination

for teaching. His mother was one of the best known teachers in Colum-
biana County, and both her mother and grandmother had followed the

same vocation, and several brothers and sisters were likewise employed.

Frank M. Shelton attended the district schools of Columbiana County,

graduated from the high school at Lisbon in 1895, and after teaching

district school in the winter of 1895-96, in the following spring entered

Mount Union College at Alliance. He remained during the spring, sum-

mer and fall terms, and this pi’ogram, with teaelujig in the winter, he

followed until graduating from Mount Union with the elass of 1899 and
the degree Bachelor of Science. During 1899-1900 he taught in the
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grammar schools at Louisville in Stark County, and in 1900-01 in the
graded schools of Fostoria. From 1902 to 1904 his work was in the
Central High School at Canton as an instructor, and from 1904 to
May 1, 1911, was one of the instructors in the Central High School at

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. His position as principal of the Canton Cen-
tral High School has been continuous since 1911. During the long
vacations of his career as a teacher Mr. Shelton has been likewise busy
either as a teacher or student. For two terms he taught in the summer
at Mount Union College, and at other times did post-graduate work at
Harvard, Cornell and Columbia universities, and won his degree Master
of Arts from Columbia University in 1911.

Mr. Shelton is a member of the Northeastern Ohio Teachers Associa-
tion, of the National Educational Association, the National Society for

the Promotion of Industrial Education, the National Vocational Guid-
ance Association, the National Geographic Society and the National Re-
ligious Educational Association. His active relations with these various
parties indicate his progressiveness in modern educational affairs.

As a citizen of Canton he has been equally active and progressive.

Much of his work has been done through the medium of the Chamber
of Commerce, in which he was chairman of the special committee which:

drew up the plans for the reorganization of that body, and was secre-

tary of the City Charter Commission of Canton, and in 1913-15 was
president of the Canton Parks and Playgrounds Association. He is a
Rotarian. Mr. Shelton is also affiliated with the Masonic Order. He
married Gertrude Packard, daughter of A. C. Packard, formerly of

Oberlin, but now a resident of Canton.

Thomas F. Turner. Standing as a representative member of the

signally able bar of the City of Canton, Mr. Turner is one of the few
lawyers of Stark County who can claim England as the place of his

nativity. He was born in the City of Barrow-in-Furness, England, on
the 3d of December, 1864, and is a son of Henry C. and Isabella

(Fleming) Turner, both representatives of ancient and honored families

in England. Mr. Turner’s mother was born at Ambleside, known as

“Poets’ Corner,” and situated near the northern extremity of Lake
Windermere, one of the finest of the English lakes, and at the time of

her marriage to Henry C. Turner was living at the home of her sister,

who was then occupying “Dove Cottage,” at the head of Windermere
Lake, in Somersetshire, this cottage being celebrated in bistory for

having been the home of the loved English poet, Wordsworth.
Reared and educated in his native land, Henry C. Tuimer there

learned the trade of cabinetmaker, and in 1867 he came with his family

to the United States and established his home at Lodi, Medina County,

Ohio, where for a number of years he carried on a successful contracting

business, later serving for eight years as postmaster at Lodi, where his

death occurred in February, 1914, his widow still maintaining her home
at that place.

Thomas F. Turner was nearing the age of four years at the time of

the family immigration to the United States, the voyage having been
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made on the old City of Boston, a vessel that was lost at sea on the

return voyage to England, not even a trace of the wreckage of the lost

boat having ever been found. Mr. Turner continued his education in

the public schools at Lodi until he had completed a high school course

and thereafter he was graduated in Lodi Academy. In pursuance of his

ambition and well matured plans he began reading law under the pre-

ceptorship of Judge George W. Lewis, of Medina, but when, a few
months later. Judge Lewis was elected to the bench of the Common
Pleas Court, Mr. Turner found it necessary to find another preceptor.

He accordingly continued his legal studies in the office of Joseph
Andrews, who was then the prosecuting attorney of Medina County.
Mr. Turner was admitted to the Ohio bar, at Medina, in May, 1886, and
early in the following year he established his residence at Canton, where
he has been engaged in the practice of his profession during the long

intervening period of nearly thirty years—a period marked by large and
worthy achievement on his part. In 1893 Mr. Turner formed a law
partnership with Mr. H. B. Webber, who likewise came from Medina
County, and this effective alliance has since continued. From 1895 to

1900 Messrs. Turner and Webber were associated in practice with Judge
Thayer, under the firm name of Thayer, Webber & Turner. The present

firm of Webber & Turner has long controlled a substantial and repre-

sentative general practice, but for a number of years past its members
have specialized in corporation law, in which field of practice they are

recognized as constituting one of the strong law firms of the State of

Ohio.

In 1900 Mr. Turner was appointed a special commissioner by the

United States Government to visit the Pacific Coast and investigate the

operations of the Chinese exclusion laws, and to this service he devoted
eight months, his investigation having been sueb that he was able to

render an important and valuable report to the Government.
Mr. Turner has been prominent and influential in political affairs in

Ohio for a number of years, and his services have been much in demand
in state and national campaigns, for he has proved distinctively resource-

ful as an organizer and as a campaign orator. He has always given
unequivocal allegiance to the republican party and has served as chair-

man of the Stark County Republican Committee. Erom 1888 to 1901
Mr. Turner served as city attorney of Canton and he takes a vital

interest in all that concerns the welfare of Stark County and its beauti-

ful metropolis. He is a member of the Lakeside Country Club, the

Canton Chamber of Commerce and the Elks Club of Canton. He retains

active membership in the Stark County Bar Association and served
several vears as chairman of its executive committee.

In December, 1893, Mr. Turner wedded Miss lone I\leMurray, of
Bucyrus, Crawford County, Ohio, she being a daughter of Capt. Robert
McMurray, who was a gallant soldier in the Civil war and who long
held prestige as one of the leading members of the bar of Auglaize
County, besides which he served as mayor of Wapakoneta, the jufiEial

center of that county.
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James E. Fineprock, prominent citizen and progressive and success-

ful business man of Canal Fulton, belongs to that class of citizens who
in recent years have led the commercial and industrial movements which
have contributed in such substantial degree to the prestige of Stark
County as a business center of the Buckeye State. A substantial monu-
ment to his business talents and industry is found in the institution of

Finefrock Brothers, a business founded in a modest way in 1902, and
which has grown to immense proportions, advancing from merely a local

venture into one the activities of which reach out in all directions in the

state. Other enterprises have had the benefit of his abilities, as have
also civic affairs, public-spirited citizenship having been one of his prom-
inent qualities.

Mr. Finefrock was born on the old Finefrock home farm in Carroll

County, Ohio, in the vicinity of Waynesburg, Stark County, October 5,

1863, and is a son of Emanuel and Rebecca (Robertson) Finefrock. The
father was born on the old homestead in 1836, a son of John Finefrock,

a native of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, who came to Carroll County, Ohio,

as early as 1823, being the second owner of the Finefrock farm, which
he purchased from the man who entered the property from the United
States Government. The mother of James E. Finefrock was born in

Brown Township, Carroll County, Ohio, in 1842, a daughter of Alexander
and Isabella (Arbuckle) Robertson, and died in 1908. The father of

Mr. Finefrock has always lived on the old family homestead, and con-

tinues to carry on operations there. He has rounded out a life of

industry and usefulness, and his many sterling qualities have placed him
firmly in the confidence of the people among whom he has passed so

many years.

James E. Finefrock attended the select schools at Magnolia, Ohio,

following which he enrolled as a student at the Waynesburg High
School, and when he was graduated from that school entered the Normal
School at Malvern, Ohio, completing his education at the Lebanon
Normal. Mr. Finefrock entered upon his career as an educator, in

1884, and for three years taught in Carroll and Stark counties, and
following his graduation from Lebanon Normal, in 1887, was appointed

superintendent of schools at Malvern, where he established the first

graded school and instituted the first graduati'^g exercises of that village.

During the above time, he also capably discharged the duties of school

examiner for Carroll County. Leaving Malvern, Mr. Finefrock became
principal of the Carrollton High School, a position in which he served

for three years, and in the following year became superintendent of

schools at Bowerstown, Ohio. During this time, Mr. Finefrock had
given some attention to investments in business affairs, but it was not

until 1902 that he gave up the profession of which he had become so

p-rominent and popular a member, to give his entire time to an entirely

different field, in which he was to exceed the success which he had gained

as an instructor. In the year mentioned, with his brnther, Charles O.

Finefrock, and John J. Arbaugh, he engaged in the furniture business

in a modest way. purchasing the established business of Charles R. Daily.

One and one-half years later Mr. Arbaugh disposed of his interests to

the brothers, at which time the name of the enterprise was changed to
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Finefrock Brothers, and this style continued until 1912, when the busi-

ness was incorporated with a capital of $50,000, as the Finefrock Brothers
Company, Charles 0. being president of the concern, and James E., the

secretary, treasurer and general manager. When this enterprise began
business, in 1902, furniture only was handled, while the trade was
limited practically to local points, although from the beginning always
doing more or less business at Massillon. From year to year the business

has expanded from a local one until 1915, when the company has one of

the largest furniture and piano houses in Ohio, making a specialty of

furnishiug homes for newly-married couples, with a trade, that extends
in all directions from Canal Fulton for fifty miles, the concern selling

and delivering good in their own vans to Massillon, Canton, Akron,
Barberton, Cleveland and all intermediate points. In 1910 the brothers

engaged in the manufacture of house and warehouse brooms in a small

way, and since that time have built up that industry until they have
a large output of this product, which sells as standard on the market
and enjoys a widespread demand. As an evidence of the growth of

the Finefrock Brothers Company in thirteen years, it may be stated

that in 1902 the cash business of the company amounted in round num-
bers to $26,000, with a book account of $6,000; in 1914, the sales totaled

$74,417.50, an amount which has been exceeded, in comparison, during
the first half of 1915. The handsome brick business block was completed
in 1906, this structure having three floors and basement, with a floor

space of about 21,000 square feet.

Mr. Finefrock is a director in the Exchange Banking Company, of

Canal Fulton, and in the Ohio Banking and Trust Company of Massil-

lon, the Fulton Forging Company and the Pit Car Manufacturing Com-
pany of Canal Fulton. He is secretary of the Lutheran Church congre-
gation. The firm of Finefrock Brothers Company also owns the kloiint

Pleasant Stock Farm, west of Canal Fulton, which contains 100 acres,

and on which imported Belgian horses and thoroughbred Jei’sey cattle

are bred.

James E. Finefrock was married to Miss Laura M. Rutf, a daughter
of the late Frank Ruff, who until his death at Canton, in 191M, had been
a prosperous farmer of Pine Township, Stark County. To Mr. and Mrs.
Finefrock the following children have been born ; Eva Lucile, a graduate
of Mount Union College, class of 1914, and now a teacher in the Canal
Fulton High School

;
James Lester, a graduate of Canal Fulton High

School, who taught one year and is now associated with his father in

business, married Grace Kittinger, and has one son, James Newton
;
Vera

Marie, a graduate of the Canal Fulton High School, and now a member
of the class of 1916, at Kent (Ohio) Normal School; and Howard Ruff,

Wendell and Dorothy, who are still attending the graded schools.

Rorkrt TIug. The ability to grasp opportunities is one of the chief

essentials of worldly success and when united with enei’gy and per-

severance forms a combination which places the result practicallv beyond
doubt. It has been the possession of these qualities which has con-

tributed most matcT'iallv to the advaTicement of Robert Hug, one of the

oldest and most ])rominent citizens of Navarre, who, taking advantage
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of opportunities presented, has energetically and perseveringly carried
his operations through to a prosperous conclusion. At present he is at

the head of the lumber and manufacturing concern of Robert Hug &
Son, and is also identitied with various other enterprises of prominence
and importance.

Mr. Hug was bom in the Canton of Solothurn, Switzerland, Novem-
ber 9, 184U, the son of Joseph and France (Hug) Hug. His parents
passed their entire lives in their native land, the father being for many
years postmaster of his village. The public schools of Switzerland
furnished Robert Hug with his education, and at the age of seventeen
years he began an apprenticeship to the trade of carpenter, a vocation
which he followed in his native land until 1868. In that year, feeling

that America offered better advantages for the young and ambitious, he
emigrated to this country and for six years devoted himself to his trade
in Stark County. In 1874 he purchased the old foundry at Navarre,
which he converted into a planing mill and lumber yard, conducting it

until 1899 and at the same time carrying on contracting. In 1899 he
disposed of his interests in this enterprise and in the same year built

his present plant, which has dimensions as follows : 'mill floor space,

64 by 52 feet; engine room, 18 by 52 feet; lumber shed, 36 by 90 feet;

addition, 30 by 40 feet; open shed, 30 by 230 feet; glass shed, f6 by 36

feet, and stable, 30 by 54 feet. For several years Mr. Hug has done no
contracting or building, confining his energies and attention to the

manufacture and sale of lumber, with his principal markets at Massillon

and Brewster, Ohio.

In 1907 Mr. Hug was one of the organizers of the Navarre Deposit
Bank Company, of which he has since been a member of the directing

board. In 1893 he participated in the organization of the Navarre
Stoneware Company, and was for years its president. The plant of

this concern was destroyed by fire in 1911 and was rebuilt the same
year, but in 1913 the company was disbanded. In November, 1914,

Mr. Hug was one of the organizers of the Navarre Baking Company,
which took over the plant formerly occupied by the Navarre Stoneware
Company, and in March, 1915, the new company began business as an
up-to-date bakery and ice cream manufacturing company, and has since

been developed into one of the largest plants of this kind in the county,

not excepting those of the large cities. One of the most prominent
factors in the development of these concerns, Mr. Hug also has other

important financial interests, being a stockholder in the Lincoln Paving
Brick Company, the Big Four Paving Block Company and the Canton
Feed and Milling Company, all of Canton. His present position in the

business world is the result of continual and unremitting work, straight-

forward, honest dealing in every transaction, and absolute fidelity in all

particulars towards his associates. His career is eminently typical of

the successful Ohioan—a man thorough in all his ways and doings, fear-

lesslv following the path he has started upon, and allowing no deviation

until he has won the goal of every man who is worth the name, success.

Mr. Hug is a member of St. Clement’s Roman Catholic Church, of which

he was treasurer for many years.

In 1871 Mr. Hug was married to Miss Catherine Hug, who was born
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at Navarre, Ohio, April 17, 1848, and they have one son : Otto A., who
was born April 17, 1874, and is a member of the firm of Robert Hug &
Son and one of the energetic and successful busmess men of Navarre.

He married Nora Agnes, of Navarre, and has one son and three

daughters,
I

John L. G. Pottorp. An educator of successful experience, John
L. G. Pottorf is now serving as principal of the North High School at

Canton. Mr. Pottorf represents a family which has been identified

with this section of Ohio for a century or more.
John L. G. Pottorf was born at Augusta, Carroll County, Ohio. In

the records of the first census of the United States, 1790, for the State

of Maryland, there appears the. name of Andrew Pottorf in Washington
County, the head of a family of three. It is according to family
tradition that three brothers, John, George and Andrew Pottorf, went
“out west” from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1822, Andrew,
who was born February 24, 1795, and died January 24, 1870, settling in

what was then Stark County, but now Carroll County, Ohio, while the

other two brothers went on West, one locating in Illinois, and the other

in Missouri. Andrew Pottorf was one of the pioneer settlers in North-
eastern Ohio, and was buried at Harrisburg in Carroll County. Carroll

County when formed was made from territory formerly comprised in

Stark, Tuscarawas, Jefferson and Columbiana counties. This pioneer
settler was the great-grandfather of the Canton school man. In the

next generation is Henry Pottorf, the grandfather, who was born August
18, 1810, and died August 15, 1869, and was buried in the churchyard
at Herrington’s Church in Carroll County.

Seymour Pottorf, father of John L. G., was born at Augusta, Ohio,
Januai’y 23, 1846, and died November 7, 1914, at Salem, Ohio, and was
laid to rest in the Fairview Cemetery of that city. For several years
prior to his death he had lived retired at Salem. For a number of years
he was successfully engaged in the production of crude petroleum and
in Pennsylvania had oil wells at Jefferson, Shamburg, Clarion, Emlenton
and also at Scio, Ohio. He was interested in the refining of crude
petroleum at Emlenton, Pennsylvania. He was a good business man,
and also took much interest in community affairs. He was a member
of several boards of education, of the Columbiana County Agricultural
Society, and in the Highland Christian Church served in varioiis offices.

Seymour Pottorf married Mary Shaw, who was born at Augusta.
Ohio, July 27, 1850, wais educated in local public schools, and early

showed unusual ability in writing both poetry and prose, contributing

many articles to various newspapers. She likewise represents an old

family not only in Ohio but in America. Her great-grandfather, Nathan
Shaw, who was born in AVestmorcland County, New Jei’sey. and is buried

in Sugar Grove Cemetery, then called Hale’s Meeting House, in Jeffer-

son County, Ohio, was a soldier who fought for the establishment of

American Independence as a lieutenant in Captain Jo7iathan Beasley’s

Company in Washington’s array in the batlles of Trenton and Prineelon.

Her grandfather, Joshua Shaw, married Elizabeth TTeri'ington, a native

of Maryland and a daughter of an early citizen of Carroll County, Ohio,
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who founded Herrington’s church. John Shaw, father of Mary Shaw,
was born in Jefferson County, Ohio, January 25, 1823, and died Decem-
ber 28, 1875. He was for many years a merchant, and at the time of

his death was incumbent of the office of county auditor of Carroll
County. John Shaw married Elizabeth Van Pelt. Elizabeth Van Pelt’s

father, William Van Pelt, was of Holland Dutch descent, was born in

Louden County, Virginia, and was -educated at Alexandria, District of

Columbia. William Van Pelt married Harriet DeSettle. This family
subsequently dropped the “De” from their name. Harriet was born in

Louden County, Virginia, a daughter of Henry DeSettle, a Virginia
slave holder and planter, and a son of Joseph and Sara DeSettle, who
were French people and early colonists of Virginia.

John L. G. Pottorf received his elementary education in the public

schools of Augusta, Ohio, and Emlenton, Pennsylvania, and also attended
State Normal School in Clarion, Pennsylvania. In 1890 he finished

the course in the Rochester Business University in New York, and
graduated as a member of the class of 1899 in Cook Academy of Montour
Palls, New York. Mr. Pottorf had his higher education in Brown
University at Providence, Rhode Island, and graduated A. B. with the

class of 1903 from Mount Union College at Alliance, Ohio. In the inter-

vals of his school work he has also pursued post-graduate university

studies in Cornell University at Ithaca, and in Columbia University of

New York City. Prom the latter university he has the degrees M. E.
and M. A. with the class of 1911.

Beginning in earlv manhood Mr. Pottorf has been actively identified

with educational work. He tauo'ht in high schools in New Brighton,

Pennsylvania, the Central High School of Akron, Ohio, and the Fifth

Avenue HiTh School of Pittshurg. Pennsylvania. Since 1910 he has
been principal of the North High School at Canton, and has been
extension teacher for the Kent State Normal School at Kent, Ohio. Mr.
Pottorf is an educator of hi^h ideals, and one who has embarked all his

energy, enthusiasm and experience in the work of training young men
and women for the responsibilities of life and of living. He is aecoiM-

ingly interested in everv cause and movement which will make self-

supporting. self-respecting’, intellie'ent anf] God-fearing citizens. He
is a member of the First Preshvterian Church of Canton, of the Y. M.
C. A., of the Boy’s Work Committee of Canton, and after leaving college

was for a time assistant secretarv of the Y. M. C. A. at East Liverpool,

Ohio. He is a member of the Canton Chamber of Commerce, of the
National Educational Assopiation, and his college fraternity is Brown
Chapter of the Delta Upsilon.

Fr.ank Ppi.ton Tagg.art. The standing enjoyed bv Frank Fulton
Tao'gart among business- men of Ohio res+s upon many years of activity,

but principallv is it th^ outgrowth of his connection Avith the coal in-

dus+rv. a field in Avhich he has attained broad reputation a’^d fiigh

position. While his headnuarter« have been maintained at Massillon

for a number of years, his operations benn so extensive in scope

as to make his name known not onlv all over Ohio, biit into West Vir-

ginia, Kentucky and Tennessee, and his strength as a citizen is based
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not only upon Ills successful and honorable record as a business man,
but on a purposeful participation in county and state polities.

Mr. Taggart was born at Canal Fulton, Ohio, August 27, 1873, and
is a son of Isaac Milton and Laura E. (Fulton) Taggart. He is the

great-great-grandson of a Revolutionary soldier who emigrated from
Ireland during Colonial days, and his great-grandfather, James Taggart,

also a native of Ireland, was an early settler of Pennsylvania, and the

first of the family to come to Ohio, locating in Belmont County, where
he followed farming. William Taggart, the grandfather of Frank F.

Taggart, was born near Saint Clairsville, Belmont County, and as a

young man moved to Wayne County, where for years he manufactured
harness and saddle trees, traveling through the country and selling his

goods directly to his customers. In later years he retired to his farm,

east of Wooster, Ohio, and there died in 1862. He married Lydia Reiter,

daughter of William Reiter, a Wayne County pioneer from Berks County,
Pennsylvania, and she survived him until 1882.

Isaac M. Taggart, the father of Prank P. Taggart, wus born May 3,

1850, near Wooster, Wayne County, and was well educated, receiving

the degree of Bachelor of Sciences from Mount Union College in 1870
and the Master degree nine years later. He was for seventeen years
engaged in teaching school, during which time he was superintendent of

schools at Canal Pulton, but in 1890 entered the field of finance. Not-
withstanding the fact that he had had no experience or training of any
kind in this way, he has since become one of the leading bankers of

Northeast Ohio, and at this time is cashier of the Merchants National
Bank of Massillon, a member of the executive committee and chairman
of “Group Eight” of the Ohio Bankers Association, and vice president

of that institution in the American Bankers Association. He also holds
official positions or directorships in such leading concerns as the Spruce
River Coal Companv, the Massillon Rolling Mill Company, the Brown
Lumber Company, the National Sanitary Company, the Canton Stamp-
ing and Enameling Company, the Massillon Iron and Steel Company,
the Peerless Drawn Steel Company, the Massillon City Ice and Coal
Company, the Massillon Foundry and Machine Company, and the Agri-
cultural and Commercial Lime Company. He is likewise prominent
in club and fraternal life. His first wife was Laura E. Fulton, daughter
of Benjamin Fulton, a native of Stark County and a member of the
old and honored family for which Canal Pulton was named. She di°d
in February, 1906, the mother of six children ; Minnie, who is the
wife of George A. Chapman; Frank Fulton, of this review; Dorothea,
who lives with her father; Cora and Carrie, twins, the former of whom
married Dr. Charles II. Clark, and the latter the wife of Clarence
McLain

; and Harold I., secretary, treasurer and manager of the Agri-
cultural and Commercial Lime Company, of Canton. Isaac 1\L Taggart
was married again to Miss Mary E. Lvon daughter of Rev. Fi-ank
Lyon, a Baptist mi^^ister of Zanesville, Ohio.

Frank Fulton Taggart was graduated from the Massillon High
School in 1he class of 1891 and in the followi”g year began his business
career as sales manager wilh the Wheeling & Lake Erie Coal Company.
In 1894 he became special sales agent with the Midvale Coal CoTiipany,
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with which he was connected until 1899, in that year organizing the

Pigeon Run Coal Company (known in the district as Taggart No. 1).

This was followed, in 1903, by the South Massillon Coal Company
(known as Taggart No. 2), and in 1901 Mr. Taggart became the or-

ganizer of the Clendennin Coal Company, of AVest Virginia. In 1908
he became the oi’ganizer of the City Ice and Coal (Company of Mas-
sillon, of which he is president and treasurer. In 1910 he organized'the

Spruce River Coal Company, of West Virginia, of which he is secretary,

treasurer, general manager and active head; in 1911 he was the founder
in Kentucky and Tennessee of the Jellico Canel Coal Company, of which
he is treasurer and general manager; and in 1912 organized The Goshen
Valley Coal Company of Ohio, operating three mines and became its

president and treasurer.

From the very beginning of his business career, Mr. Taggart bas

been a hard and most indefatigable worker. AVith such heavy duties

and responsibilities, it would seem that his time for other occupations

would be limited, and yet he has found time to enjoy the recreations of

life and to capably perform his share of the labors of citizenship. He is

a director of the Massillon Social Club and of the Massillon Lakeside
Club and a member of the Hermit Club of Cleveland. He has been
prominent in local as well as state polities, having served for a number
of years as a member of the Stark County Republican Central Com-
mittee, and in 1914 being a member of the Ohio State Executive Com-
mittee of the republican party.

Mr. Taggart was married in the year 1898 to Miss Lulu, daughter of

Dr. T. J. Reed, one of Massillon’s oldest and best known physicians
and surgeons.

Charles Gorman King. In May, 1916, Mr. King rounds out a full

quarter century’s service as secretary of the First Savings & Loan Com-
pany of Massillon. AVhile perhaps best known in that city as a banker,
where he is also a director of the Ohio Banking & Trust Company, there

are many other business and civic associations which indicate bow well

he has made use of his opportunities and what degree of appreciation and
community esteem he enjoys.

Born at Massillon September 14, 1866, Charles Gorman King is a son
of A^alentine R. and Mary E. (Swihart) King. On both sides the families

have long been identified with Stark County. Valentine R. King was
born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1834, a son of Abraham King,
also a Pennsylvanian, who a great many years ago brought his family to

Stark County and settled on a farm between Lichville and Canton. The
late A^alentine R. King in 1861 volunteered for service in Company A of

the One Hundred and Seventh Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry,

and was a faithful soldier of the Union for nearly four years, finally

being mustered out in 1865 with a record of which his descendants will

always be proud. After the war he came to Massillon, and for a number
of years was bookkeeper with different firms, and finally was appointed

deputy postmaster, an office he held until his death in May, 1888. His
wife. Miss Swihart, was born on a farm in Bethlehem Township of Stark
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County in 1844, and died in 1902. Her father, Daniel K. Swihart, was
born in Ohio and was one of the early settlers in Bethlehem Township.

After leaving the Massillon High School before he was sixteen years
old, Charles G. King spent three years in acquiring and working at the

printer’s trade in the office of the Massillon Independent. He gave up
printing and for three years was bookkeeper in a real estate office and
from that position graduated into his work as a banker. In May, 1891,

he became secretary of the First Savings & Loan Company, which had
been organized three years previously, and has faithfully and intelli-

gently looked after the duties of his position and the welfare of the com-
pany through almost twenty-five years. In 1914 he was one of the

organizers of the Ohio Banking & Tmst Company, of which he is now a

director. He is also a director in the Realty Rubber Company, a director

in the Massillon Aluminum Company, and has interests in other local

industries.

For many years Mr. King has been one of the live wires in local civic

affairs. For the past six years he has been identified with the board of

education, of which he was president in 1913, and in 1915 is vice presi-

dent. He is a member of the board of trade and the Chamber of Com-
merce, is affiliated with Clinton Lodge, A. P. & A. M., Massillon Com-
mandery No. 4 Knights Templar, and with Cleveland Consistory of the

thirty-second degree Scottish Rite.

Mrs. King before her marriage was Josephine Willenborg, a daughter
of the late Prank Willenborg of Massillon. They have a daughter,
Louise. Mr. King and family are members of the Christian Church.

William T. Kirk. While Mr. Kirk has been closely identified with
business affairs in Canton and in contiguous localities in this section of

Ohio for a number of years, the service for which he deserves most
credit and for which he has been much praised had been his work as

secretary of the Canton Builders Exchange. Mr. Kirk is also a member
at large of the Canton City Council.

Though for many years a resident of Stark County, William T.

Kirk was born in the City of Philadelphia, December 10, 1865. His
ancestry is of mingled Scotch and German stock. His parents were
S. Alphonso and Mary A. (Prankem) Kirk, his fatlier a native of

Chester County, Pennsylvania, and his mother of Philadelphia. His
mother died in Philadelphia in 1886. In 1893 S. A. Kirk came to Canton
but in 1900 removed to Pittsburg, in which city he still maintains his

residence.

Reared in Philadelphia, AVilliam T. Kirk had the advantage of the

graded and high schools of that city and also graduated from the Pierce
Business College of Philadelphia. In 1883 at the age of eighteen he
entered the employ of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway at Philadelphia,

and continued with that company until September, 1906, in various
grades of responsibility and service.

In September, 1906, Mr. Kirk came to Canton and beeame book-

keeper for the Hughes Pump Company, and still later was made assistant

secretary and purchasing agent for this concern. AVhen the Hughes
Pump Company removed its plant to Woaster, Ohio, TMr. Kirk went
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along with the company, though he has retained his residence in Canton,
anu makes tiie journey back and forth between the two cities each day.

It was in 1913 that Mr. Ivirk was elected .secretary of the Canton
Builders hixcliange. The exchange in the past two years has increased
its membership luU i^er cent, while the etheiency and scope of its service

among its own members and as a live organization for the welfare of
Canton have increased in like measure. Immediately on his election as
secretary of the Bxehange Mr. Kirk demonstrated his fitness for that
important position by thoroughly reorganizing the office and placing the
Exchange on a solid financial basis.

He is also local agent for the Chicago Bonding and Surety Company
of Chicago, and of the Casualty Company of America, whose head offices

are in i\ew York City. He makes a specialty in the handling of con-
tractors’ bonds. As a republican Mr. Kirk was elected to the Canton
City Council on November 2, 1915. He is a member of McKinley
Castle No. 137, Knights of the Golden Eagle, and is a grand trustee

for Ohio in that organization. He also belongs to Canton Lodge No.
233 of the Loyal Order of Moose. He is a member of the Ad Craft Club,

the Robert Burns Society, and the McKinley Club. Mr. Kirk married
Miss Josephine Connor, who was born in Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania, daughter of Joseph and Lydia (Pasmore) Connor.

Hon. Charles Krichbaum. As probate judge of Stark County
Charles Krichbaum fills a place of distinction and of important public

service. He has been identified with the Stark County bar upwards of

thirty years, and in that time has practiced in all the courts of the

state, but never held an elective office until he was past the age of fifty.

He went into his present office on a non-partisan ticket, and with inany
recognized qualifications for the administration of the delicate and im-

portant problems that come before the probate court. By special

appointment he is also judge of the juvenile court.

Judge Krichbaum does not represent the stern justice that inflicts

penalties without discretion or discrimination, but rather believes and
acts so that, with due respect to the welfare of society, the individual

wrong doer may be set on the road to reformation. He has the ex-

perienced judgment of one who has known all sorts of men, is a dis-

criminating observer of character and motives, and the humanitarian
spirit bas always characterized his work. The juvenile court over which
he presides is one that requires for its effective working the finest balance

of judgment and character, and in that position Judge Krichbaum
has performed a service of inestimable benefit to the present and future

generations and has given the court a high standing throughout the

state.

Having spent all his life in Stark County, there are few citizens of

the present generation who do not know this capable lawyer and judge.

He was born at Bethlehem Township, Stark County, September 26, 1855.

His parents were David and Sarah (Buchtel) Krichbaum. Judge
Krichbaum is of mingled German, Dutch and Scotch-Trish stock, and
it was a recognized qualification during his candidacy for the office of

probate judge that he is well versed in the German language, an im-
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portant requisite when it is recalled how large a proportion of Stark
County population is German. His great-grandfather, Traul, was a
soldier in the Revolutionary war, having enlisted from the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. David Kriehbaum, his father, was educated
in Ira M. Allen’s Academy and at Mount Union College of this county,

and during his career followed school teaching, carpentry and gunsmith-
ing. He was an especially fine mechanic. He was killed at the South
Market Street crossing on the Pennsylvania Railroad, January 9, 1866,
when Judge Kriehbaum was eleven years of age. The mother, Sarah
Buchtel, was the daughter of John and Martha Buchtel and grand-
daughter of John Sherman, founder of Sherman Church.

Judge Kriehbaum is a man of thorough education. He graduated
from the University of Wooster in the class of 1883 with the degree
Bachelor of Arts and later was awarded the degree of Master of Arts,

and in 1887 took his degree LL. B. from the Cincinnati Law School.

What he gained from schools has been supplemented by a wide experi-

ence with men and affairs. Owing to the early death of his father he
had to become self supporting when only a boy. For five years he ^

worked at monthly wages as a farm hand. For four terms he taught
school in Stark County, and later for two years was principal of the

South McKinley Avenue School in Canton, and for a time was Pro-
fessor of English and Oratory in the Pennsylvania State Normal School
at Indiana, Pennsylvania. Before entering the Cincinnati Law School
he was a student of law under Justice William R. Day and Austin Lynch
at Canton.

After his admission to the bar in 1887 he formed a partnership for

practice with Judge Henry W. Harter under the name Harter & Krich-
baum, a partnership which was continued with mutual profit and satis-

faction for fourteen years. In his private practice Judge Kriehbaum
was successful in both criminal and civil law, and his experience as

a lawyer before taking the bench included a wide variety of litigation,

many cases entrusted to him having made him familiar with much of

the work which comes before the probate judge. He tried many cases

in court involving questions of insanity, many appropriation eases and
ditch and road litigation, and for many years has made a close study
of the social evil and juvenile delinquency. Though he gave up school

work many years ago he has never lost touch with matters of public

education, and for years has been a popular speaker before teachers’

institutes and in school commencements. For some time he was a mem-
ber of the Canton City School Board and for many years has served
as a trustee of the University of Wooster, having been the first alumnus
elected to such a position in his alma mater. He is well known as an
accomplished public speaker, and Jiidge Kriehbaum ’s efforts as a speaker
have been chiefly characterized by a thorough understanding of the

problems he has discussed and by convincing earnestness, more effective

in the long run than mere rhetorical emphasis. As a democrat he was
for several years president of the Yoiuig Men’s Democratic Club, and
until bis election to the bench his services were much sought over the

state as a public speaker, not only in political campaigns, but on many
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other occasions of public interest. He took part as a speaker in many
of the state and national campaigns.

His first elective office was prosecuting attorney of Stark County,
to which he was elected in 1908 and in which he served two terms. In
1912 he was elected as a non-partisan to the probate bench and the
Stark County courts appointed him juvenile judge.

Judge Krichbaum is a member of the Greek Letter College fra-

ternity Delta Tau Delta and is affiliated with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He was
brought up in the German Reformed Church and maintained his con-

nection with that denomination until recently when he became a member
of the First Presbyterian Church of Canton, where he now teaches the

Men’s Bible Class.

On August 20, 1890, he married Miss Lizzie Gans, daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. D. L. Gans. Doctor Gans was a physician in the south part
of Stark County for half a century, was a well qualified doctor and
practiced over a wide territory. His wife, whose maiden name was
Margaret Gordon Hanna, was connected with the noted Gordon family
of Virginia and other parts of the South. For some time she resided

in the family of Alexander Campbell at Bethany, West Virginia, the

seat of the famous school founded by Mr. Campbell and the training

ground for many of the pioneer ministers of the Disciples of Christ

Church. Dr. and Mi's. Gans were themselves pioneer adherents of that

church in southern Stark County, and gave liberally of their means to

the educational and missionary enterprises of the Christian Church.
Mrs. Krichbaum was graduated from Hiram College in 1882. Judge

and Mrs. Krichbaum have two children. Their daughter Elizabeth was
graduated from Wells College at Aurora, New York, with the class of

1914. Their son Charles Gordon Krichbaum is now a junior in the

Canton High School.

Elmer E. Leighley. There have been four successive members of

as many generations of the Leighley family identified with the develop-

ment and history of Stark County. That they have been good citizens

goes without question. They have been sBirdy and substantial men and
women in all the duties and responsibilities which are imposed upon
people who help carry forward the improvement and advancement of

any locality. Representing the four successive generations is Elmer E.

Leighley, who for a number of years has prospered as a general farmer
and has done much to improve his own place and sustain the neighbor-

hood activities of Bethlehem Township, in which he resides. His farm
is situated on the State Road, three miles south of the Village of

Navarre.
On the place where he now resides, long known as the Leighley home-

stead, Mr. Leighley was born July 1, 1872. His father, Jacob D. Leigh-

ley, was born near the Sherman Church in Pike Township of Stark

County September 22, 1837. The grandparents were David N. and
Theresa (Younkman) Leighley. David N. Leighley was born in Burks
County, Pennsylvania, a son of Nicholas Leighley, who was a native of

Germany. Nicholas Leighley in the very early days took up Govern-
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ment land adjoining the present Sherman Chnrch in Pike Township of

Stark County, and after doing his part as a pioneer settler he spent the

rest of his days in that location. Grandfather David Leighley also

lived in the old homestead in Pike Township until 1865, in which year
he moved to Bethlehem Township and bought the old Henry Dennis
farm, of which only a few acres were at that time cleared. His own
work did a great deal to make this a valuable place, and it has since been
known as the Leighley farm. David Leighley died there in 1887 at the

age of seventy-six. His wife, Theresa Younkman, was born on a farm
two miles east of the Village of Navarre, her father having been an
early settler of Bethlehem Township. The mother of Elmer E. Leighley
before her mariiage was Margaret A. Grove, who w^as born on a farm
in Pike Township about six miles south of Canton in 1845, daughter of

John D. and Elizabeth (Hartzel) Grove. The Grove family came to

Stark County from Somerset County, Pennsylvania. Jacob D. Leigh-

ley lived on the old homestead until 1863, in which year he enlisted in

Company A of the One Hundred Sixty-second Regiment of Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry. He was in active service on the Union side until the

close of the war. Among other battles in which he participated was
the crucial engagement at Vicksburg. While in service he contracted

a cancerous growth under his tongue, supposedly from biting off the

ends of cartridges. He was also afflicted with the chronic diarrhea while

in the army, and as a result of these diseases he was never very strong

after the war. However, he married and reared a family, followed
farming, and lived to be quite full of years. His death occurred in July,

1901. His widow is still living. Jacob D. Leighley was a member of

Navarre Post, Grand Army of the Republic, which order bad charge of

his funeral. He was also a member of Smoketown Reformed Church, the

edifice of which society stands on the Leighley farm. Jacob D. Leighley
and wife became the parents of two sons and one daughter: James A.
Leighley who married Ora Ellsworth, is living at Toledo, where for the

past twenty-eight years he has been in the service of the Wheeling and
Lake Erie Railroad ;• Elmer E.

;
and Nettie, who married Ira Hay, and

they reside in Beach City, Stark County.
The associations of Elmer E. Leighley have been almost entirely

from youth upward centered around the old homestead on which he was
born and where he now lives. As a boy he attended the district schools,

and when quite young he left the farm for a time to learn the druggist
business in Navarre. A brief experience of three months convinced
him that he had no permanent inclination for that calling, and he tlien

steered into another course, and for eight years was a popular teacher

in the public schools of Bethlehem Township. Prom school teaching he
graduated into his permanent vocation as a farmer, and has since been
engaged in ci:ltivating and improving his fine place of 160 acres in

Bethlehem Township.
In April, 1895, Mr. Leighley married in Navarre Miss Etta Burro-

way. Her father, Jacob Burroway, was one of the old and well known
citizens of Sugar Creek Towtiship, and also made a record of service

during the Civil war. Mr. and Mrs. Leighley are properly proud of

their fine family of five children: Inez Mae was born Mav 21, 1897,
Vol. Ill— 12



936 HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY

and is still at home
;
Karl D. was born September 22, 1899

;
Floyd J.

was born May 23, 1901; Forest Blaine was born December 14, 1905;
and Joyce was born May 14, 1913. All the children are still at home
and Mr. and Mrs. Leighley have taken great pains to give them the

best of advantages at home and in local schools.

For a number of years Mr. Leighley has been a force in the civic

affairs of his home township, but particularly with regard to school

matters. In fact, he is noted for his enthusiasm in promoting every-
thing that will raise and keep up a high standard in educational mat-
ters. He has been a member of the township school board for the last

eight years, and in June, 1914, was elected a member of the Stark County
School Board. In national politics he takes the republican side, but in

local matters gives his support to the man he believes best fitted for his

particular office. Mr. Leighley is a member and an elder in the Reformed
Church.

Louis Elsass. Forty years ago Louis Elsass was one of the men
who depended upon the wages of hard toil by the month as a means
of self support. That he possessed courage and determination equal to

his industry is illustrated by the fact that he left his native land when
still young and sought opportunity in the New World. Mr. Elsass now
possesses a splendid country estate of 108 acres, situated four miles

north of the City of Canton, in Plain Township, and also enjoys the

dignity associated with the office of supervisor of the township.
Born February 28, 1847, in Alsace, France, Louis Elsass is a son

of Frederick and Elizabeth (Schweisberger) Elsass. His father’s great-

grandfather was a native of Austria. Frederick Elsass spent his life

in the Province of Alsace. He and his wife were substantial farming
people and owned a considerable amount of valuable land. Louis Elsass

had four brothers and five sisters, but only one of them came to America.
Phillip and Christian are still living in the old country, as is his mar-
ried sister Sophia. Elizabeth also married in the old country, but is

now deceased. Catherine is married and lives in Europe. Jacob is now
living near Myers Lake in Ohio. Two other children are now deceased.

Besides gaining an education in his native Province of Alsane, Louis

Elsass served for four years in the French army as an artilleryman.

On leaving his native land he first went to the Island of Cuba where he
remained five months. His first place of landing in fhe United States

was New Orleans, where he arrived in 1873, and during the following

year was employed chiefly at cotton baling. From there he came north!

to Canton, Ohio, and has lived in this vicinity for the past forty years.

At the age of twenty-nine he married a girl of eighteen. Miss Louisa

Lesh, daughter of Lewis Lesh, one of the old time farmers and well

known citizens of Stark County. At the time of his marriage Mr. Elsass

still possessed very limited means but with plenty of courage and with

a reputation for steady industry, be engaged as a monthly wasre worker

on the old John Hawks farm. The first year his contract called for a

total payment of .$125, and then after making a new bargain he remained

in the employ of Mr. Hawks for four succeeding years. During that

time he and his wife economized in every possible direction, and as a
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result he was able to buy fifty acres of his present farm. It was wild
and untamed land, and he set to work with a will to clear it up and in

the past thirty-four years he has accomplished his ideal of making a
model farm in its general improvements and cultivation, and has in-

creased his acreage more than double. In addition to general farming
he also operated until recently a milk business, supplying milk to the
City of Canton. In addition to his present official honor, Mr. Elsass
was at one time candidate for sheriff of Stark County. He is a democrat
in politics and is a member of the Lutheran Cliurch.

He and his wife are the parents of five children. William, born June
20, 1878, is a graduate of Brush College, and is now operating his father’s

farm, also holding a union card as a blacksmith; Ollie married Curtis C.

Seibert, and they now live in Plain Township and have two children

;

Ralph and Vera; Mary is now Mrs. John C. Bullinger, and their two
children are named Calvin and Ruth May

;
Sarah married Ralph Schu-

macher, and they now live at Minneapolis, Minnesota; Irving is mar-
ried and lives at Mansfield, Ohio.

Benjamin Franklin Crites. From the time he reached young man-
hood until the present time Benjamin F. Crites has been a factor in

business and industrial affairs in the neighborhood of Beach City. He
is now the leading furniture dealer and undertaker in that section of
Stark County, and has in fact the only establishment and furnishes the

only adequate service in his home village. He is a successful merchant
and is interested in many business and civic affairs. Mr. Crites is the
type of business man who is almost instinctively trusted by his fellows,

has proved his ability to handle and direct large interests, and belongs
to the group of men who at Beach City control and uphold the business
prosperity of the locality.

His success has been made almost entirely within the community
where he was born. He was born December 5, 1852, about one mile
northwest of the Village of Beach City in Sugar Creek Township. His
father was Benjamin Crites, who died in 1857, when his son was only
five years of age, and the latter was thus left largely to his own resources
and had to make his success by his unaided efforts. Mr. Crites' mother
before her marriage was Sarah Todd, daughter of Samuel Todd. The
Todd family came from Pennsylvania. She died in 1910.

Growing up in Sugar Creek Township, Benjamin F. Crites attended
the district schools, and for about three years of his early youth made
his home with his grandfather Todd, who tlien lived at Hanover, Colum-
hiana County, Ohio. He began to make his own way in the world at a
very early date. Fortunately he possessed, in addition to good habits
and honorable intentions, tlie faculty of a natural mechanic. At the
age of seventeen he went to work in a sawmill, and put in three years
in that establishment. He was soon master of all the meclianistn and
has always been a very handy man with almost any kind of machinery
or tools. After leaving the sawmill Mr. Crites went immediately into the
contracting business though he had never worked as a carpenter pre-
viously. His first work in tliat line was done in Bethlehem Townsliip,
and he constructed most of the large “hank” barns in the neighliorhood
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of the Village of Navarre, and also put up a number of residences. Mr.
Crites could go through that part of the country and point out a num-
ber of structures which are still standing as silent testimonials to Ids

skill and reliability.

Ilis next venture was when he came to Beach City and with his

brother Alfred bought the planing mill of the village. Subsequently
they bought out the furniture factory and also an undertaking business
and for seven years they conducted all three lines as partners. Their
partnership was then dissolved, Alfred taking over the mill, while Ben-
jamin F. Crites assumed the undertaking and furniture business. This
he lias successfully conducted ever since, and has had no opposition in

the town. It is not only the sole business of the kind in the city but is

one of the best managed and most successful enterprises of the kind in

Stark County. Mr. Crites is a licensed embalmer, holding a certificate

from the state board, and is also a member of the Ohio State Funeral
Directors’ Association.

AVhile a good business man he is an equally good citizen. During
his residence in Bethlehem Township he served as a school director. For
six years he served as a member of the Beach City Council and has
been a member of the village water board. Mr. and Mrs. Crites are

members of the United Brethren Church.
They take a proper pride in their fine family of children. Mr. Crites

married Amanda Shetler, who was born in Bethlehem Township of

Stark County, daughter of Jacob Shetler. To their marriage have been
born the following children; Jennie Olive, Jacob Elburton, Nellie,

Vernon, Iva (deceased), Vernon, Alva (deceased) and Vera. The
daughter Jennie 0. married Charles Reese of Beach City, and thmr
children, grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs. Crites, are named Franklin
Raj^, Gladys Loanda, Lola Luretta, Ida Marie, Myra Fern, Margaret
Pearl, George Wayne, Robert Lloyd and Lelia Catherine. The son

Jacob E. married Vetta Reese, and their two children are named Mar-
garet Fern and AVade Otterbein, both now deceased. Nellie married
Edward Oberlin of Beach City, and their children are Dale Edwin, Alice

May and Lester Wayne.

Charles A. Pontius. AA^ithout disparaging the efforts of that splen-

did body of Stark County citizens whose interests and vocations are in

agricultural lines, it can be said that the labors of only a few have had
so beneficial an effect upon development and progress as those that have
characterized the career of Charles A. Pontius of Canton in Plain Town-
ship. In early manhood he determined to become a leader in agricul-

tural work. After a thorough preparation for his vocation, and with

the practical experience and growing interests of subsequent years he

has found himself in a position of leadership among the farmers in this

part of Ohio. He has not only done his own work well but has found

means to carry on the campaign of education for the raising of agricul-

tural standards and efifieieney. Various honors have come to him as a

result of his knowledge of conditions and methods, and he has frequently

filled a position of trust and responsibility. On May 1, 1913, he was
appointed inspector of the dairy division of the State Dairy and Food
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Department under the State Agricultural Commission. That places
him in official charge of the work of the department covering twenty-
three Ohio counties.

in part his thorough loyalty to Stark County is due to the fact that
his family has been identified with this section of Ohio for more than
a century. The Pontius family is of Revolutionary stock. Etis great-

great-grandfather Frederick Pontius, who was born in Pennsylvania
July 4, 1772, just four years to a day before the promulgation of the
Declaration of Independence, married Margaret Reedy, -also a native
of Pennsylvania, and the bells tolled for the death of General Wash-
ington about the time they started their married life. Their son Jacob
was born to them in Union County, Pennsylvania, in 1802 and in the

same year the family moved to what is now Stark County, Ohio.

Long before there was even a townsite of Canton, the great-grand-

father took up land from the Government, establishing his home in the

midst of a wilderness and subsequently exiieriencing all the hardships
and privations of the pioneer life. As a farmer he won success by energy
and intelligent effort, and died on his homestead, a respected and es-

teemed citizen in 1848 at the age of seventy-six. His wife survived

him until 1861, dying at the advanced age of eighty-six.

Jacob Pontius, grandfather of Charles A., was an infant when
brought to Stark County and grew to manhood amidst pioneer sur-

roundings. Plis education came from the primitive schools of that time,

and as a boy he did his share in the clearing and development of the

honiestead. In February, 1827, he married Miss Rebecca Essig, who
was born in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, May 6, 1806. There
were three children. John, who died in 1890; Margaret, a resident of

North Canton
;
and Andrew. The grandparents spent their lives on a

Stark County farm, were energetic, earnest and God-fearing people,

and enjoyed the respect of the community and the esteem and affection

of a wide circle of friends.

Andrew Pontius, who was perhaps better known as “Squire” Pon-
tius, was born August 22, 1829, in Stark County. His career was spent

for the most part as a tiller of the soil and as a stock raiser. He was
never content to keep his work in the old established routine, and
was early convinced of the benefits supplied by modern power farm ma-
chinery. For forty years he preached to his fellow farmers the gospel

of using improved methods in their work. Though never neglecting

his own interests as a farmer, and while his live stock was always re-

garded as the finest in his county, he did an e.xtensive business as a

(lealer in farming implements and represented many manufacturers

in that line. He and bis wife spent the last years of their life in (piiet

retirement at Canton. His fellow citizens {)aid Andrew Pontius many
marks of confidence and esteem. For eighteen years he served as justice

of the peace, and his advice to litigants was always to “avoid law.”

He was a stalwart democrat, and very active in tlie Lutheran Church,
which be served as a member of the board of tnistees. On May 22,

1851, Andrew Pontius maiTied Miss Sarah Jane L^orrell. There were
seven children: Dr. Lorin W., now deceased, who practiced medicine

at Canton; Jackson W., who was a Canton business man until his death;
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Glaney C., a farmer in Perry Township of Stark County
;
Lucy M.,

wife of Judge M. E. Anngst of Canton; William J. and Charles A.,
twins; and Rebecca E., wife of Ed. C. Miller.

Charles A. Pontius was born on the homestead farm at Plain Center
Schoolhouse in Plain Township July 13, 1865. While growing up as a
farm boy he attended the Plain Center School, afterward took a course
in Mount Union College and this was. supplemented by the full course
at the Canton Business College. He has made farming a business and
has gained from it the same degree of satisfying success that the suc-

cessful men in other professions and pursuits look forward to. Until
1911 he also devoted his attention to the retail dairy business. Mr. Pon-
tius has been widely known as a breeder of thoroughbred cattle, and in

every department of agricultural enterprise has shown exceptional
ability.

He is probably best known to the people of Stark County in an official

capacity, and through various offices has rendered his greatest service to

his community. He was secretary of the Stark County Agricultural So-

ciety in 1911, and was re-elected to that place but resigned. For years
he has been identified with the work of the Grange, is one of the promi-
nent men of that organization in Ohio, and for two years was master
of Stark County Pomona Grange. He was secretary of the Farmers
Mutual Fire Protection Association of Plain and Jackson townships for

a number of years, an office he still retains, and his administration

brought the association a wonderful prosperity and growth.

He has been a member of the board of directors of the State Dairy-

men’s Association for a nmber of years, and some years ago declined

the offer of the presidency. As president of the Farmers Institute on
frequent occasions he has sought to develop that organization to a high

state of efficiency. It was in recognition of this broad and competent

service that brought Mr. Pontius his latest and most important official

honor on May 1, 1913, when he was appointed inspector of the State

Dairy and Food Department under the State Agricultural Commission.

There are few places in the state public service that presents larger

opportunities for work that touches the intimate welfare and well being

of all citizens. As already mentioned, he has the supervision of the

department’s activities in twenty-three counties, and has shown himself

entirely qualified for his task and has done much to raise the standard

of accomplishment by tbe department.
Fraternally Mr. Pontius is affiliated with Loyalty Lodge No. 469,

Knights of Pythias, New Berlin; with the Knights of the Maccabees and
with Lodge No. 233 Loyal Order of Moose at Canton.

He married Miss Anna Smith of Massillon, Ohio, daughter of Benton

Smith of that city. Mrs. Pontius has for a number of years been well

known for her intelligence and culture. She is a graduate of Massillon

High School and attended Scio College and taught school in Nashville,

Michigan, for one year and in Massillon for six years. She is of Ouaker

parentage. Like her husband, she is very much interested in Grange

work and for four years served as Pomona of the Ohio State Grange.

She is active in literary work and a leader in the uplifting of farm
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women. Mr. and Mrs. Pontius have two children, Almyra Jane and John
Andrew, each having graduated from the Canton High School and are

now attending the Ohio State University. Mr. and Mrs. Pontius and
their children are members and regular attendants of the Christian

Church at New Berlin.

West L. Alexander. More than half a century ago Mr. Alexander
became a resident of Canton. He was born on a farm near Prederick-
town, Washington County, Pennsylvania, on the 25th of April, 1847,

and is a son of Andrew and Harriet (Lawrence) Alexander, the former
of Scotch and the latter of German lineage. Andrew Alexander like-

wise was a native of Washington County, Pennsylvania, and his wife

was born in Payette County, that state, her father, Jonathan Lawrence,
having been a native of the Rhine Province of Germany, and the original

Teutonic orthography of the name having been Lorenz.

Mr. Alexander has manifested for many years the deepest of inter-

est in all that has concerned the civic and material welfare and advance-
ment of his home city and county, and has given his influence and co-

operation in support of measures for the general good of the com-
munity, especially along the line of public improvements that have
enhanced the physical attractiveness, social wellbeing and general ad-

vancement of Canton. He was actively identified with the organization

of the Canton Public Library, and has been a member of its board of

directors from its organization and chairman of the book committee.
He was also one of the incorporators of the Aultman Hospital Associa-

tion of Canton and has been secretary since its organization. He is

affiliated with McKinley Post, Grand Army of the Republic, and with
the Masonic fraternity.

On the 8th of September, 1875, was solemnized the marriage of Mr.
Alexander to Miss Caroline Renick, daughter of the late Jonathan
Renick, of Circleville, Ohio. They have three children: Edward R.,

Jeanette M. and Donald.

James J. Lutz. It is an unusual degree of success that James J.

Lutz has gained during his residence in Stark County, comprising a

little moi’e than thirty years. He came to this section of Ohio a young
Virginian, fresh from the Shenandoah Valley, where his life up to that

time had been passed, but with little to bis credit in the way of financial

resources though he was not without experience as a farm hand. In
Stark County likewise be was first known as a farm worker, graduated
from that into handling farms on the shares, and finally as an inde-

pendent proprietor. Ilis is now one of the best farm homes in Betble-

tiern Township, and be resides on his fine farm three and a half miles

southwest from Ibe Village of Navarre.
Ilis birth occurred in the historic Shenandoah Valley of Noi’thern

Virginia on April 16, 1862. He is of Pennsylvania German stock, but
his father was a Confederate soldier. He is a son of AVilliam C. and
Diana (Cofl’man) Lutz. Ilis paternal grandfather was Jacob Lutz, who
was born in either Peiimsylvania or Germany. The maternal grand-
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father Coffman was a native of Germany, so that Mr. Lutz is descended
from German ancestors on both sides. Grandfather Lutz moved from
Pennsylvania to Virginia, where he and his wife spent the rest of their

days. William Lutz was a quiet and industrious farmer in the Shenan-
doah Valley until the outbreak of the Civil war, when he enlisted in the

Southern army and he died in Virginia about the close of the year 1862,

only a few months after his son James J. was born. The latter’s mother
died in Virginia in 1900.

The fact that his father died so early encompassed the early youth
and boyhood of Janies J. Lutz with circumstances that were far from
affluent. He grew up in the Village of Cabin Hill, Virginia, and had
only the advantages of the common schools. Even as a boy he was em-
ployed in farm labor, and at the age of twenty-one, in March 1883, he
came north into Ohio in order to find better wages than were paid in

Virginia farms. Thus he located in Navarre, and was soon employed
by a neighborhood farmer. Eventually he accumulated money enough
to buy the old George Gross farm, on which he now lives. This com-
prises seventy-six acres. Two years later he moved to the farm, in 19U4,

and has now steadily had his home in that section of Bethlehem Town-
ship for twelve years. In 1906 he went forward with his improvements
by the erection of a large barn. The next step in his progress was made
in 1910 when he bought the widow Zinmaster’s farm near Navarre,
comprising fifteen acres. To that place he has also added some good
improvements. In February, 1911, Mr. Lutz acquired the John Shetler

farm of 136 acres, two miles from Navarre, and under his administra-

tion this place has rapidly been made to measure up to the standard
of development and management characteristic of everything Mr. Lutz
handles. However, he now rents all his agricultural land, though he
makes his home on his original purchase.

Besides agriculture pure and simple Mr. Lutz has specialized in the

raising of horses, hogs and some sheep. He raised good grade draft

horses and Poland China hogs and for about five years he traveled and
showed his stock at different county fairs in Ohio and even outside the

state. His stock won some awards which were very gratifying to Mr.
Lutz, who has always taken special pride in the stock husbandry branch
of his business.

For a number of years his name has been one of the most influential

in connection with the affairs of the Stark County Agricultural Society

and since 1898 he has been a member of the board of directors, and one

of the most valued and valuable members of the society. He is also

a member of the Stark County Horticultural Society. Fraternally he
is identified with the Knights of Pythias, being a trustee of Navarre
Lodge No. 240, he and his family are members of the United Brethren
Church, in which he is a trustee of the church at Navarre, and in politics

he is a republican in national affairs, but broad and liberal in his choice

of candidates for state and county offices.

On September 29, 1887, Mr. Lutz married Salome Shetler. She was
born in Bethlehem Township of Stark County on the old family home-
stead, and they were married there. She is a daughter of John and
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Sarah (Birchfield) Shetler, the former a native of Stark County and
the latter of Tuscarawas County, and both now deceased. Mr. and Mrs.
Lutz have one son, Melvin E., who was born November 16, 1889. This
son was educated in the district schools, graduated from the Navarre
High School in 1905, and from Otterbein University, Bachelor of Science

with the class of 1910. Thus liberally educated he spent the first year
out of college in the employ of a Pennsylvania railroad and then entered

the engineering corps of the Federal Government, and spent four years
in the coast and geodetic survey. For two and a half years of that

period he saw service in the Hawaiian Islands and next was for a time
statioired in Alaska. Resigning from Federal service, he came back to

his old home in Ohio, and is now actively and prosperously engaged in

farming, being one of the vigorous young men who have allied them-
selves with that basic industry. He married Miss Edna Phalor of
Westerville, Ohio.

William L. Hart. Formerly an editor and since 1898 active i’l the

practice of law at Alliance, William L. Hart is senior member of the
firm of Plart & Koehler, and has the qualifications and associations of a

representative member of the Stark County bar.

A native of Ohio, and descended through a line of ancestry which
has furnished soldiers to all the American wars, William L. Hart was
born in the Scotch Village of Inverness, in Columbiana County, Feb-
ruary 5, 1867, being a son of Benjamin F. and Ariel S. (Dreghorn)
Hart. The Hart family is of old Puritan stock of English extraction.

Silas Hart, great-grandfather of the Alliance lawyer, was a soldier in

the Continental line during the AVar of the Revolution. John S. Hart,
the grandfather, saw active service during the War of 1812. He was
born in Palmyra, New York, and became the father of seventeen chil-

dren, including eight sons. Seven of these sons were soldiers in the
Union army during the Civil war, including Benjamin F., father of

the attorney. Benjamin was a member of the Twenty-sixth Ohio Veteran
Volunteer Battery. Most of the sons were in the three years’ service,

and all went through the war and returned home. The Dreghorn fam-
ily is of Scotch origin, and John Dreghorn, Mr. Hart’s maternal grand-
father, was born in Kilmarnock, Scotland.

Benjamin F. Hart, the father, was born in 1843 near Inverness in

Columbiana County, Ohio, a son of John Swift and Prudence Hart.
He was reared on the homestead farm in Columbiana County, and after
his marriage located on a farm adjoining the old homestead, and there
lived as one of the influential and prosperous citizens of the county. He
and his wife became the parents of a large family of children, named as

follows: William L., of Alliance; John 1)., of Cleveland; AA^innie P.,

wife of Frank Bricker, of Tusbon, Ohio; Charles G., near Salinesville,

Ohio; Margaret M.
;
Sarah E.

;
Harriet A.; Fred A. G.

;
Bertha A. and

Raymond F.

William Lincoln Hart was reared on the homestead farm in Colum-
biana County, and his early education came from tlie local iniblic

schools. Later lie was four years a student at Mount Union Colloii^e in
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Alliance. He began teaching at the age of eighteen, his first school

being in his home district, and afterwards taught in Madison and Butler
townships of Columbiana County and in Paris Township of Stark
County. His career as a teacher covered altogether seven years, inter-

rupted by intervals of attendance at college, having defrayed the ex-

penses of a higher education by teaching school. In 1893 Mr. Hart
became city editor of the Alliance Daily Critic, now the Alliance Daily
Leader, and during that time showed a great deal of ability in handling
news writeups and editorials, and was noted among his associates for

his untiring industry. In 1895 Mr. Hart entered the law department of

the University of Michigan, and completed the course and was gi'aduated
in 1897. During his senior year he was president of the class. On June
10, 1897, he passed the examination for admission to the bar, being third
in a class of ninety applicants, and on the 1st of October following opened
a law office in Alliance. Mr. Hart, on March 1, 1898, became associated

in practice with Dennis E. Rogers, and that relationship continued until

the death of Mr. Rogers on January 15, 1903. Mr. Hart then became
associated with Hugo C. Koehler, his present partner, under the firm

name of Hart & Koehler. This firm has handled a large amount of

business in the courts and as office counselors.

Politically Mr. Hart is a stanch republican, and has served as a

member of the Stark County Republican Executive Committee. He and
his wife are members of the First Methodist Episcopal Church, and is

a trustee of that church and a member of the board of trustees of Mount
Union College. Fraternally he is a member of the Alpha Tau Omega
College Fraternity

;
of Conrad Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, Salem

Commandery and Lake Erie Consistory
;
and of the Lone Rock Lodge

No. 23, Knights of Pythias. On September 15, 1897, Mr. Hart married
Ida B. Caskey, daughter of Nathan and Bertha Caskey. They have two
children, Ian Bruce, born December 28, 1899, and AVilliam L. Hart, Jr.,

born January 11, 1910.

Howard F. Bohecker. Stark County claims as one of its strong

and duly conservative financial institutions that conducted by the Alli-

ance Bank Company, and of the same the efficient and popular cashier

is Mr. Bohecker, who is a native of the city in which he now resides

and a representative of one of the old and honored families of this place,

where he is well upholding the high prestige of the name which he bears

and is known as a loyal and public-spirited citizen as well as an able

and reliable business man.
Mr. Bohecker was born at Alliance on the 22d of May, 1873, and is a

son of John C. and Mary (Brown) Bohecker, the former of whom was
born in Columbiana County and the latter in Trumbull County, this

state. John C. Bohecker was a child at the time of his parents’ removal
to Alliance, in 1845, and he became one of the prominent and influential

men of Stark County, where his genial and noble nature gained to him
the friendship of all with whom he came in contact. He was for many
years engaged in the mercantile business at Alliance and also did a

large business in the buying and shipping of farm produce. He passed

to the life eternal on the 8th of August, 1910, at the age of seventy years.
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having lived retired from active business during the closing period of

his life and his death having caused a uniform feeling of loss and be-

reavement in the city that was long his home and in which his buoyant,
optimistic and abiding human sympathy made him one of the most popu-
lar of citizens, the while his thoughts and actions were ever dominated
by the highest principles of rectitude and honor. His widow still resides

in Alliance, and he whose name initiates this review is their only child.

Howard P. Bohecker is indebted to the public schools of Alliance

and to Mount Union College for his educational discipline, and he initi-

ated his business career in the capacity of bookkeeper for the Hudson
Coal Company. Within a short time, however, on the 28th of Septem-
ber, 1891, he assumed the dignified office of messenger boy and collector

for the Alliance Bank Company, in which his advancement through posi-

tions of constantly increasing trust and responsibility has been the result

of fidelity and effective service. From the position of assistant cashier

he was advanced to that of cashier in 1909, and in the latter post he has

shown special discrimination and executive ability, with impregnable
place in the confidence and esteem of the community which has repre-

sented his home from the time of his birth. He is a member of the

Alliance Board of Trade, of which he is a director, is a stockholder and
director in a local rubber company, is a republican in his political

allegiance, is a member and a director of the Alliance Advertising Club,

a director of the Alliance Banking Company, and he and his family

attend the Presbyterian Church.
In 1897 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Bohecker to Miss Mar-

garet Reed, of Alliance, and they have two sons, John and Howard
Dwight, aged respectively twelve and ten years, in 1914.

Milton C. Moore. Accounted one of the most reliable and success-

ful practitioners at the Alliance bar, Milton C. Moore is also known as

a prominent and influential democrat, and has the distinction of being
the only member of his party to be reappointed a member of a tax com-
mission in the entire state. He is a man of sturdy convictions and set-

tled purpose, practical in his aims both as an attorney and a citizen,

and has therefore advanced steadily to a high and substantial profe.ssioul

position.

Milton C. Moore was born at East Palestine, Columbiana County,
Ohio, Oetolier 19, 1879, and is a son of Daniel W. and Luella (Conkle)
Moore. The Moores are of Irish stock, but the family has resided in the

United States for a number of generations. The paternal grandmother
was a McCarter, of the old family of that name in New Jersey, tlie

Conkle family is of German stock, while the grandfather on the maternal
side was a Todd of the old family of that name. The parents of Mr.
Moore were born and reared in Unity Township, Columbiana County,
and for over forty years the father has been engaged in the undertaking
business at East Palestine, where both parents are still living.

Mill on C. Moore was reared at East Palestine, where he was graduated
from the high school in 1896. He later attended Wooster (Ohio) TTni-

versity for one year, following which he read law in tlie office of Everett
F. Uyon, of East Palestine. To further prepare himself he then took
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a review course in law at the law department of Northwestern Univer-
sity, located at Ada, Ohio, was admitted to the bar in June, 1904, and
January 23, 1905, commenced iDraetice at Alliance, which has since been
his held of effort. He has since been one of the busy law'yers of Alli-

ance, with a rejiresentative practice, and has participated in some cases

of importance which have come for settlement before the courts. I'or

a number of years he has been interested in democratic polities at

Alliance and in Stark County, and has on several occasions led ’‘forlorn

hopes” on his party ticket at elections, merely to keep up the party
organization and not with any expectation of preferment, the City of

Alliance being largely republican. On December 4, 1913, Governor Cox
appointed Mr. Moore a member of the tax commission of Stark County,
and Marcii 31, 1915, he was removed by Governor Willis, along with all

the other tax commissioners of the state. On April 1, 1915, however, he

was reappointed to his old position, as the only democratic commissioner
in tlie entire state to be so honored. In his official capacity his head-

quarters are maintained at the courthouse at Canton. Mr. Moore is a

member of the Stark County Bar Association and belongs to the Alliance

Board of Trade. He is prominent in the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks, being past exalted ruler of Alliance Lodge, his term of

office expiring April 1, 1915. He also holds membership in the Wood-
men of the World.

]\Ir. Moore was united in marriage with Miss Imogene Case, who was
born at Rootstown, Portage County, Ohio, daughter of the late Charles

T. Case. One son has come to this union: \Vebster Case, who was Dorn
November 12, 1908.

Wesley M. Siefer. When the industrial activities of Beach City

are taken into consideration, there is one man who easily stands out as

the leader. About fifteen years ago W. M. Siefer came to Beach City

and became a joint proprietor of the Beach City Roller Mills. Since

then he has acquired sole ownership, and is not only a manufacturer of

flour and grain products, but deals in flour, grain, coal, wool, produce,

etc., has elevators, warehouses, and other facilities for handling and
directing this large and important business. He is one of a group of a

few' men who practically control the destinies of this little city so far as

manufacturing and industrial enterprise is concerned.

Though most of his active life has been spent in Ohio, Mr. Siefer was
born on a farm in Venango County, Pennsylvania, September 1, 1868.

He is a son of Jacob and Catherine (Snyder) Siefer, both of whom were
born in Germany, the father in 1843 and the mother in 1849. Jacob
Siefer came to the United States when a young man. Catherine Snyder
was only three days old when her parents went on board a vessel to sail

to the United States. As young people Jacob Siefer and Catherine
Snyder met in Pennsylvania and spent the rest of their days in that

state. Jacob Siefer was a farmer in Western Pennsylvania, and died

there in 1897, his wife passing away in 1907.

It was on the old farm in Venango County, Pennsylvania that W.
M. Siefer spent his early youth. He acquired an education in the coun-

try schools, and in 1884, at the age of sixteen he came to Ohio. He
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worked around in different localities for three years, but in 1887 estab-

lished the permanent bent to his career by entering upon an apprentice-

ship at the miller’s trade in Kent. His apprenticeship covered three

years, but during the last year he was promoted to the responsibilities of

second miller. In 1890 he became head miller for the Thompson Broth-
ers’ flour mill at Brink Haven, Ohio, and directed that industry very
successfully for several years. In 1897 Mr. Siefer went hack to Penn-
sylvania and at Clintonville operated a flour mill for two years under
lease. His home has been in Beach City since 1900. He had previously
bought a half interest in the Beach City Roller Mill, his partner being
David H. Leighley, who had been head miller at Kent when young Siefer

was serving his apprenticeship. In 1902 Mr. Siefer bought his partner’s
interest and has since been sole owner of the mill. The Beach City klill

has a daily capacity of fifty barrels of flour. Around the mill proper
has grown up a group of buildings to indicate a variety of enterprise,

all of it now controlled and directed by Mr. Siefer. He owns the ware-
house 166x38 feet in dimensions, an elevator, and in October, 1915,

bought the plant of the Lewis File Company of Beach City and turned
this into a first class machine plant and changed the name to The Beach
City Machine Comi)any. He also owns a fine farm in Franklin Town-
ship of Tuscarawas County. Such has been the evidences of his material

prosperity, all of which has been gained throiigh his native energy and
enterprise since he started oiit alone to conquer a fortune.

Fraternally Mr. Siefer is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias and
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He married Miss Theresa
Shafer. She was born in Chambersburg, Stark County, Ohio. They
are the parents of one daughter, now Mrs. John Justice of Beach City.

Herbert Eugene Hood. One of the veteran railroad men of Stark
County is Herbert E. Hood, who for practically a quarter of a century
has represented the Wheeling & Lake Exde road at Beach City. His
railroad experience began in early youth soon after leaving school, and
now for many years the citizens of Beach City have so intimately asso-

ciated him with the great railroad corporation of which he is an employe,

that his name has come to signify the service of the railroad to that

community. While loyal and faithful and diligent in the interests of his

company, Mr. Hood has also made himself a factor in local affairs at

Beach City and is one of its most valued and effective citizens.

He was horn at Nonvalk in Huron County, Ohio, November 10,

1860, a son of Hosea M. and Hulda Matilda (Holliday) Hood. His
father was born at Rochester, New York, in 1827 and died in April,

1905, while the mother was born at New London, Huron County, Ohio,

in 1835 and died in April, 1913.

Horbe]’t E. Hood grew up in Huron Counly, and his early education

acquired from the public schools was supplemented by about three years

of training in the Northern Ohio University at .Ada. When he left col-

lege he went into the railroad service, and wldle ho has not attained

great wealth he has the satisfaction of knowing that he has long and
faithfully S(‘rv(‘d the greatest line of husiness in the country and has

modestly prosjjcred on his own account. His first employment was
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with the Lake Shore Railway at Norwalk, where for a time he worked in
the yards and also learned telegraphy. He continued with that railroad
about three years, and then became an employe of the Wheeling & Lake
Erie as agent at Huron, where he put in about one year. He was then
transferred to Smithville, Ohio, remained as agent there about three
years, and after that for four years was agent at Navarre in Stark
County.

In November, 1891, he was appointed station agent for the Con-
naughtou Valley Railroad at Beach City. Tliat road has since become
a part of the Wheeling & Lake Erie and since that date more than twenty-
four years ago, Mr. Hood has looked after the interests of his company
in Beach City and has endeavored to make the railroad service of value
to the entire community.

For several terms he has served on the school board and for two
terms was a member of the village council. Fraternally he is affiliated

w'ith Beach City Lodge of the Knights of Pythias, being a charter mem-
ber, and is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Mr. Hood married Ada C. Shoemaker. She was born at Smithville,

Ohio, daughter of Samuel Shoemaker. To their marriage have been
born three children : James Milton is now chief clerk for the Akron,
Cleveland and Youngstown Railroad at Akron, and by his marriage to

Hazel Hartenstein has three children. Hulda Esther, who lives at home,
is a teacher in the Beach City public schools, and the third and youngest
child is Verbal Eugenia.

J.VMES W. McClintock. One of the most serviceable citizens of

Stark County is James W. McClintock. His home for the past quarter

of a century has been at Beach City, and he is a native of Sugar Creek
Township. In general it may be said that he has abundantly prospered
in business affairs and has also won many of the distinctive honors of

citizenship. His work from early youth to the present has comprised a

number of years as a successful teacher, he has been identified with
farming and in several other lines of business, and he has filled many
of the most important offices in his home community. His birth occurred
half a mile south of the Village of Wilmot on July 18, 1856. His father

was the late Wirt McClintock, who was born in Holmes County, Ohio,

in 1828 and died in Sugar Creek Township of Stark County in 1912.

The early associations and circumstances among which James W.
McClintock was reared were those of a farm. He attended school at

Wilmot, the high school at Smithville, and took the classical course in

the Ohio Northern University at Ada. There are a great many people,

now at the heads of homes, living in this section of Ohio, who recall

with pleasant gratitude Mr. McClintock ’s service as a teacher during

a period of their youth. He taught school altogether for a period of

twenty-four years partly in Sugar Creek and Perry towmships, and also

in the villages of Richville, Justus and Beach City in Stark County and
at AVinesburg in Holmes County.

Since 1890 his home has been in Beach City. After leaving teaching

he engaged in the service of the American Sand Company at Beach City

for a number of years. For years he wms in the hotel business. For the
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last four years his principal interest has been conducting a high class

livery. He also owns a tine farm of 120 acres in Wayne County just

over the Stark County line, hut he turned the management and cultiva-

tion of this place over to a tenant. Quite early in life public honors
began to come to him, and there have been few years when he has not
filled some post of responsibility. When he was about twenty-three he
was elected township assessor of Sugar Ci’eek Township. At that time
there was only one precinct in the township. For about twelve years he
served as justice of the peace, and in that time he was elected and served

one term as mayor of the Village of Beach City. For three terms he
was elected and served as assessor of both precincts. He is now and
has been continuously for fifteen years a member of the Beach City

School Board, and was re-elected for another term in 1915. For two
years he served as township treasurer, and was re-elected to that office

also in 1915. Other public service has been as a member of the Water-
works Board of the village.

AVhile a republican in state and national politics, Mr. McClintock
is not bounded by a narrow partisanship, and gives his influence and
support to the man best qualified for office in local affairs. He is a mem-
ber of Wilraot Lodge of the Knights of Pythias and his church is the

Methodist Episcopal.
Mr. McClintock also has enjoyed a delightful home life, and is at

the head of a small family, the members of a younger generation being
now established in homes of their own and playing worthy parts in their

respective spheres. Mr. McClintock married Miss Emma Higley. She
was born in Wayne County, Ohio. James G., their oldest child, received

his early education in the Beach City schools, the University of Ohio,

from which he graduated in the pharmacy department, and is now a
resident of Cleveland. Charles B., the second son, graduated from the

Beach City High School, afterwards attended the Univei’sity at Wooster,
Ohio, and Mount Union College, and since graduating from the law
department of Western Reserve University has become a member of the

law firm of McCarty & McClintock, well known lawyers of Canton. The
daughter, Eva Jerusha, married Leland Weimer, and they reside in

Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. Mrs. Weimer is a graduate of the Beach City

High School.

Philip Creasy. While his chief work for a number of years has been
as one of the leading merchants at Beach City, Philip Creasy has had
much to do with the life and affairs of Sugar Creek Township for a num-
ber of years and in various capacities. He is a man whom his fellows

trust, and bis reliability in performing anything he undertakes is so well

known as to pass without question in that .section of Stark County.
A native son of Sugar Creek Township, Philip Creasy was born there

on a farm January 19, 1868. His grandfather Christian Creasy was
born in Canton Berne, Switzerland, in 1791, and brought bis family to

the United States in 1833. His first settlement was at Sugar Creek Falls

in Franklin Township of Tuscarawas County, but in 1836 he penetrated
what was still a wilderness eoiintry and settled near Beach City in

Stark County. There be lived the life of the pioneer and died in 1856.
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llis wife was also a native of Switzerland. Christian Creasy, Jr., father
of Philip, was born in Canton Berne, Switzerland, and married Anna
Weiss, a native of the same country and canton. The Weiss family
came to the United States when she was a young girl, and Christian and
Anna were married in Stark County. Christian Creasy learned the
coopering and broom making trade in America, and followed both call-

ings for a number of years. He was engaged in the business of making
brooms at the time of his death. His home and factory were located on
the edge of the Village of Beach City. His death occurred izi .1906.

His wife passed away August 3, 1881. They were reared in the faith

of the Evangelical Church, but after the death of his wife Christian

Creasy joined the United Brethren.
Philip Creasy was thirteen years old when his mother died. Prom

that time forward he looked after himself and has been the architect of

his own destiny. His education came from the rural schools and for a

considerable part of his youth he worked in the employ of different

farmers until he was twenty years of age. He then married and went
into Tuscarawas County, where for two years he worked on what was
known as the Beller ore hill in that county. He was then a practical

farmer for five years and for one year was in the teaming industry. Re-
turning to Beach City, he spent a year on a farm in this section, three

years on a sawmill, and in 1898 he engaged in the retail grocery business.

In 1910 Mr. Creasy sold out his grocery and for a couple of years was
practically retired. In 1912 he bought Wilber Winfield’s grocery store,

and now has the leading grocery and notion stock in Beach City or in

this section of the country.

Some of his time and energy have gone to public affairs and he has

served as a member of the public school board, the village council, the

board of health, and has refused election to the township treasuryship

and clerkship and of mayor of the village. He is a member of Beach
City Lodge No. 520, Knights of Pythias.

Mr. Creasy married Mary Wasem, v/ho w'as born at Regersville, Tus-

carawas County, daughter of Henry and Mary (Cribble) Wasem. Both
her parents are now deceased. They have one son, Harry Louis, who
was born at Regersville in Tuscarawas County May 12, 1891. He is a

gi-aduate of Beach City High School and took a course in the Canton
Business College. He is now his father’s chief assistant in the store at

Beach City. The son is also affiliated with the Knights of Pythias.

Joseph P. Myers. A large share of the business done at Beach City

during the last fifteen or twenty years has been the product of the enter-

prise and energy of Joseph P. Myers. He has been a very effective factor

in the life of the village and Sugar Creek Township, and is the type of

citizen whose work is always of benefit to a larger circle than his own
interests.

While not a native of Stark County, Mr. Myers was born on a farm
in Franklin Township, Tuscarawas County. His birth occurred Septem-

ber 23, 1873, and he is a son of George and Rosanna (Senf) Myers. His

father was also born on a farm in Franklin Township in Tuscarawas
County, and this family has been identified with Ohio since pioneer times.
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The mother was born in Baden, Germany, and came across the ocean
when a young girl, and she married Mr. Myers in New Bedford, Ohio.

They went to housekeeping on the farm in Franklin Township of Tus-
carawas County where Joseph F. Myers was born and where in 1873, a
little more than a year later, the father passed away. The mother is now
in her seventy-ninth year and lives at Strassburg, in Tuscarawas County.

It was in the environment of a farm that Joseph F. Myers grew to

manhood. In his early life in Franklin Township of Tuscarawas County
he had such advantages as could be supplied by the local schools, and
was early inured to the discipline of farming. However, in 1898, at the

age of twenty-five, he left the farm and moved to Beach City in Stark
County. Here he served a two years apprenticeship at the harness mak-
ing trade under J. M. Ramsey. Having demonstrated his proficiency,

Mr. Myers in 1900 bought a half interest in the business, which for the

next two years was prosperously conducted under the firm name of

Ramsey & Myers. In 1902 Mr. Myers made tlie next step of progress
toward independence by buying the entire concern, and since then for

a period of thirteen years this has been the chief harness shop in Sugar
Creek Township, and has been conducted under his own name.

His enterprise branched out in a new direction in 1911, when he en-

gaged in the automobile business, establishing a garage and service sta-

tion under the name Beach City Motor Car Company. Mr. Myers him-
self owns the entire establishment, and is himself a master of automobile
mechanism and maintains the highest standard of efficiency in the service.

During the first year of the business he handled the Carter cars, but since

then has liad the exclusive agency of the Overland car, and has done a

very satisfactory business in selling that well known standard automo-
bile. He is also interested in the Mutual Motor Sales Company of

Cleveland.

While Mr. Myers is a member of the democratic party and takes an
interest in public affairs, he has never been a seeker for office. However,
his work as a citizen has been so v'ell recognized, that for two terms he
served as treasurer of Sugar Creek Township, as the choice of bis fellow

citizens. Mr. Myers married Grace E. Bash, who was born in Franklin
Township of Tuscarawas County, daughter of Joseph Bash. They are

the parents of one son, Joseph Wayne, who was born September 13, 1905.

Mr. and Mrs. Myers are members of the Lutheran Church.

Collins M. Hoover, 1\I. D. When a citizen of any community has
lived to the age of nearly three-quarters of a century, maintaining
through all vicissitudes an unblemished character, faithfully meeting
the obligations incident to his lot, adhering strictly to the ethics of a
learned and honored profession, patriotically defending the flag of his

country in its time of need and displaying commendable public spirit in

times of peace, and discharging witli maidy fidelity the duties incumbent
upon him in all the relations of life, it is a pleasing task to place the

story of his career in an enduring form. The foregoing lines apply with
obvious j)orlinence to one of the most highl}^ respected citizens and emi-

nent physicians of Stark County, Dr. Collins M. Hoover, of Alliance.

Doctor Hoover was born at Limaville, Stark County, Ohio, January
Vol. Ill— 13
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30, 1842, and is a son of Elias and Catherine (Reymer) Hoover, and a
grandson of Judge John B. and Rebecca (Baughman) Hoover. John B.
Hoover was born June 6, 1780, and with his brothers moved in 1833 to

the old Harrisburg Road, two miles from Louisville and seven miles east

of Canton. There he continued to be engaged in farming during the

remainder of his life, and became one of the well-known and influential

men of his community, serving for several years as judge of the Court
of Common Pleas during the early days. He married Rebecca Baugh-
man, who was born February 7, 1779, and they became the parents of

the following children: Mary, born June 6, 1805; Rebecca, born Decem-
ber 13, 1806; Esther, born May 9, 1808; Elias, born October 28, 1809,

'^ the father of Doctor Hoover; Catherine, born May 19, 1811; Anna, born
January 31, 1813; John B., born February 7, 1815, who was a carpenter
at Canton but subsequently moved to the West, where he died; Jacob
B., born March 25, 1817, who owned for some years the old Judge John
B. Hoover farm near Louisville, but removed to Waterloo, Indiana, sell-

ing the old farm after it had been in the family for sixty years
;
Eliza-

beth, born April 2, 1819
;
Henry, born December 23, 1820, who died while

on a trip overland to California during the gold excitement of 1849;
and Lucy, born May 5, 1823. By a second marriage the grandfather
of Doctor Hoover had threef daughters : Lucinda, born August 4, 1828;
Malinda, born September 22, 1830

;
and Lydia, born September 26, 1832.

Elias Hoover was born October 28, 1809, on the old homestead of his

father, near Louisville, and received his education in the public schools.

When he was a youth his father presented him wdth $50, with which
the young man learned the fuller’s trade at Columbiana, Ohio, where
he met and married Catherine Reymer, who was born in West-
moreland County, Pennsylvania, May 29, 1813. Her father, a tailor

by trade, was also a teacher of the English and German languages, and
during his early life in Pennsylvania had experienced the blockhouse

period during the disturbances of the Indians. AVhen he brought his

family to Ohio he located in Columbiana County, but he and his wife

both died at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Hoover, at Louisville, where
Mr. Reymer died at the age of eighty-two years, and the grandmother
when seventy-five years of age.

After his marriage, Elias Hoover established a fulling mill at Marl-

boro, Stark County, with old tramp power, making rolls, flannels, etc.,

but soon found that he must have additional powder and accordingly

moved to Limaville, where, on a tract of fifteen acres, he built a large

dam on Deer Creek. His plant carded rolls and made flannels, satinets

and cassimeres, running day and night and employing several men, and
enjoying a large business until the eastern factories took away the trade

with their better facilities and cheaper labor. Mr. Hoover sold his power
to John H. Weare, who converted the mill into a furniture factory, the

original dam also giving power to other plants in the vicinity. When
he retired from the milling business Mr. Hoover purchased 160 acres

of land in Smith Township, Mahoning County, about 1854. and this

continued to be his home until the year 1863, when he moved to another

property near North Benton. In 1868, in order to give his children bet-

ter educational advantages, he moved to Mount Union, Stark County.
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Finally he moyed to Canfield, and there he died May 17, 1881, aged
seventy-one years, six months, three days, while Mrs. Hoover passed
away September 24, 1888, aged seventy-tive years and several months.
Mr. Hoover was a class leader in the Methodist Episcopal Church tor

many years. In politics he was originally a democrat, but later allied

himselt with the republican party. The children born to Elias and
Catlierine Hoover were as follows: Susanna, born July 24, 1835, the

wife of Daniel Millard, of Topeka, Kansas; Rebecca, born August 4,

1837, who married John H. Ward, a merchant at Berlin Centre, Ohio,

both being deceased; Matilda, who died in childhood; Collins M., of this

review; Winfield, born December 29, 1845, who died in youth; Sarah' B.,

born April 5, 1851, the wife of W. H. Kyle, an electrician of Alliance;

and Hosea H., born November 8, 1853, a miner of Nome, Alaska, who
went from Cripple Creek to the Klondike and has been successful in his

operations.

Collins M. Hoover received his early education in the public school

at New Lisbon, and this was sTipplemented by attendance at Mount Union
College, after graduating from which he taught school for several years.

He next entered mercantile lines, as a clerk in a store at Massillon, Ohio,

and was thus engaged at the time of his enlistment, in 1864, in Com-
pany A, One Hundred and Sixty-second Regiment, Ohio Volunteer In-

fantry, a new regiment, for service during the Civil war. The regiment
was recruited largely in Stark County, under Colonel Ball, and was
detailed lo patrol service at Todd’s Baimacks, subseciuently being fre-

quently sent to conduct prisoners and service of a similar nature. This
service left lasting effects upon Mr. Hoover’s health. On his return
from the war he settled at North Benton, where he was married February
22, 1866, to Miss Sarah Miller, a member of a family of Revolutionary
stock, whose father was a major in the old state militia and an elder
in the Presbyterian Church, and two of whose brothers served in the

Union army during the Civil wai', one being shot at Perryville, Ken-
tucky, and the other being in the service under Gen. Phil Sheridan.

Following his marriage, Collins M. Hoover opened a provision store

at Columbiana, but after two years there moved back to the Miller
farm, on which he resided while reading medicine under the preceptor-
ship of Dr. W. K. Hughes, now deceased. He next entered Western
Reserve University, from which he was graduated in the class of 1874,
with the degree of Doctor of Medicine, but he did not cease his studies

at that time, for he has been a close observer of the advancement made
in his profession, and in 1885 spent some time in post-graduate work
in the hospitals of New York. He began the practice of his profession

at North Benton, and continued there until 1890, when he came to

Alliance, leaving a practice which had grown too heavy for him, although
he had two partners there to assist him. At Alliance he is enjoying a
large and representative practice, and is liberal in his views as a physi-

cian, freely consulting with graduates of aiiy school. With the excep-
tion of two others, he is the oldest physician in point of service at

Alliance, and is the oldest in age of any practitioner here. For nineteen
years he has been ])bysician at Fairmount Children’s Home, near Alli-

ance, where his ministrations have made him greatly beloved. He holds
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menibersliip in tlie Stark Covinty Medical Society, the Ohio State Medical
Society and the American Medical Association. He maintains an office

at Alliance and has a. hroad and genei’al medical practice, although in
his younger years he devoted much of his attention to the practice of
surgery. Politically, Doctor Hoover is a republican. He has long been
a member of the IMethodist Episcoi^al Church, is a member of the official

board and has on various occasions been a delegate to general conferences.
Formerly a member of Kirkbride Post of Berlin Centre, Grand Army of
the Republic, he now holds membership in John C. Fremont Post, at

Alliance. He also is a member of the Country Club and others, and in

social, professional and business circles has numerous warm friends and
admirers.

Four children were born to Dr. and Mrs. Hoover, the latter of whom
died September 18, 1909, when but one day less than sixty-eight years
of age. Elsie Addie is the wdfe of Dr. W. A. Hobbs, a medical prac-
titioner of East Liverpool, Ohio; Dr. Delbert Elias, a graduate of the
Western Reserve University, and of German and Austrian institutions,

is engaged in a medical practice at Warren, Ohio; Dr. Charles Steven,
who studied medicine two years in Germany and is also a graduate of

the Western Reserve University, has a large and representative practice

at Alliance; and Nancy Catherine is the wife of Fred C. Valentine,

a merchant at Alliance.

Wilber Winfield. To follow the career of Wilber AVinfield since

he became identified with Beach City twenty-five years ago, is to trace

out the record of a progressive and successful citizen, one who has car-

ried on several different lines of business and who is now performing a

useful service to the community as postmaster.

While not a native of Stark County, Mr. Winfield was born at Gar-
retsville in Portage County, Ohio, January 14, 1869, a son of Butler and
Mary (Houseman) Winfield. His parents were likewise natives of

Ohio, having been born in Trumbull County, the Winfields being from
New Jersey and the Housemans having come from Pennsylvania. Butler
Winfield spent all his active career as a farmer in Portage County, where
he died at the age of fifty-four in 1890. The mother died in Trumbull
County in 1896, aged sixty-three. Both were members of the Congre-
gational Church.

Growing up on a farm, Wilber Winfield had such discipline as is

given to farmer boys, and also had opportunities to gain a fairly liberal

education. From his eleventh to his twentieth year he w^ent to school

during the winter, and spent most of his time in the summer as a worker
in stone quarries. He finished his education in the high school at Gar-

retsville. He then secured a teacher’s certificate and spent one year in

managing a country school.

It was in 1890 that Mr. Winfield came to Beach City. He leased a

stone quarry, and for the next sixteen years quarried large amounts of

stone for the market. His next venture was the buying of a retail grocery

store, and he put his stock in a substantial stone building he erected and
for eight years sold groceries to a large and increasing trade. On May
23, 1914, he was appointed under Civil Service rules as postmaster of



HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY 955

Beach City, and on July 1, 1914, he was appointed to the office hy the

President, the Beach City postoffice in the meantime having been raised

from fourth to third class.

At the same time Mr. Winfield has played other parts in local affairs

and served as a member of the village council and village school board.

For eight years he was a member of the Democratic Central Committee.

He is a charter member of Beach City Lodge of the Knights of Pythias,

in which he has filled all the chairs and has sat as a delegate to the Grand
Lodge.

The mother of his three children before her marriage was Carrie

Kaldenbach, who was born in Stark County, daughter of William Kald-
enbach. They are the parents of three sons : Ralph, Herbert and
Harold. Herbert was graduated from the Beach City High School in

1915 and is a member of the Massillon City High School class of 1916.

David C. Rickard. Anyone acquainted with those industrial activi-

ties which are especially conspicuous in Bethlehem Township knows tlie

personality and the dealings of David C. Rickard, whose position has

been one of assured influence and prosperity in that locality for a num-
ber of years. Fundamentally Mr. Rickard is a farmer, Init has built up
an extensive business as a stock dealer, and from time to time various

honors have come from his fellow citizens in the way of public office.

He is now trustee of the township.
His birth occurred June 29, 1870, on the farm where he still resides,

a mile and a half west of the Village of Navarre. His parents were
Almond and Catherine (Burkholder) Rickard. His father was born
in Navarre of Irish parents while the mother was born south of the
village and both the Rickard and Burkholder families were among the

early settlers of Bethlehem Township. The father died in 1905 and
the mother in 1912.

While growing up on the old homestead David C. Rickard secured
a substantial education in the rural schools. Nearly all his life has
been spent on the farm where he was born, and he early became ac-

quainted with its management and has cultivated a great many crops
in successive seasons. For a number of years he has been known as
the largest buyer and shipper of live stock in this part of the county.
He buys cattle, sheep, hogs, ships to Cleveland and Pittsburg markets
and has developed an extensive acf(uaintance in a number of stock
growing localities, where his name is a synonym of fair dealing and
reliable performance.

For several years he has been prominent in Bethlehem Towtiship
affairs. In 1911 he was elected trustee ol' the township, was re-elected

in 1913 and again in 1915, and in the last election his name led the
jiarty ticket. He is also a member of the Knights of the IMaccabees
and the Junior Order of United American Mechanics.

JosiAii B. EiiERiiV. The election of Josiah B. Fberly in 1915 as

presidcmt of the Stark County Agritmllural Society brought into a
pleasant [losition of ])rominenee and honor one of Ihe best known agri-

culturists of the county, aud long an inllueutial factor in the rural and
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civic development of the community around Beach City. Ilis name has
been closely associated with nearly every imjiortant movement in this

section and in fact over the county at large for the improvement of
rural conditions.

A native son of Stark County, Mr. Eberly was born on the old Eberly
farm in Bethlehem Township September 11, 1856. He is descended from
two of the very old families who located in that part of Stark County
in pioneer times. His father, the late Joseph Eberly, was a native of
Berks County, Pennsylvania, where he was born in 1806 of German
parents. He located in Bethlehem Township of Stark County in 1843,
and thenceforward to tlie end of his days was a very successful farmer
and a man of highest standing. He was a birthright member of the
Society of Friends, and that religious belief prevailed with him through-
out his life. Originally a whig in politics, he became a republican upon
the birth of that party during the ’50s and was a warm admirer and
supporter of its principles. He could not be called a politician, though
he held such a position of influence in his party and in the commun-
ity that he had much to do with shaping affairs in Bethlehem Town-
ship. He lived to be more than fourscore years of age, and passed
away in 1887, secure in the honor and affection of his fellow men.

Joseph EberU' was three times married. Elis first wife was Sarah
Hoffman, and her two sons, John and George, both sacrificed them-
selves on the altar of their country during the Civil war. John, the

older, volunteered in the Thirtieth Indiana Regiment of Volunteers
and died of typhoid fever at Louisville, Kentucky, during the winter

of 1861. George saw service in the Eighteenth Regiment of Ohio
Infantry, was wounded at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, in 1862, and after

a lingering illness and suffering due to these wounds he died in 1864.

The second wife of Joseph Eberly was Catherine Bretz. She was
born in Tuscarawas Township of Stark County in 1818, and that date

serves to establish the very early residence of the Bretz family in this

locality. Her father, John Bretz, w'as not only one of the first to

locate in the wilderness of Tuscarawas Township as it was at that

time, but he was subsequently a man of influence in the county, and
served for several years as a member of the board of county commis-
sioners. He was a member of that body when the second courthouse

was built at Canton. Mrs. Catherine (Bretz) Eberly died in 1858,

leaving three sons and three daughters, namely: Philip, who v/as

born on the Eberly farm and resides in Bethlehem Township
;
Mary,

who lives wdth her brother Philip, being unmarried
;
Sarah, now de-

ceased, who married Edward Young; Susan, who married Jacob Boro-

Avay
;
David, deceased, who was a farmer and whose ividow lives in

Navarre, and their son Arthur, Avho is now about thirty years of age,

has done some work at an experimental farm two and a half miles south-

east of Navarre: and Josiah B., who is the youngest of the family.

Josiah B. Eberly was reared on the old homestead ivhere he first

saw the light of dav. and acquired an education in the district scbocls,

in the Smithville High School and finished at Mount Union College.

After gaining all the advantages he could from home and school, he

started in to render service on his own account, and he Avas first known
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as a successful teacher. For twelve years he taught in the townships
of Bethlehem, Sugar Creek and Pike, and during that time spent each
summer in assisting to carry on the home farm.

For the past thirty-five years Mr. Eberly’s activities have been cen-

tered in Sugar Creek Township. In 1881 he bought the George May
farm, one mile from Beach City, and has lived at that place ever since.

There are a great many things to Mr. Eberly’s credit besides his pros-

perity as an individual farmer. He was one of the men who were in-

fluential in having established the rural mail delivery in the county,

upwards of twelve years ago now, and from 1904 to 1911 he himself

conducted one of the rural mail routes.

His relations Avith the Stark County Agricultural Society cover

a period of many years. In 1908 he was chosen a member of the board
of directors, and then in 1915 was installed in his present ofliee as

president. He has also been identified with the Patrons of Husbandry
or the Grange since 1892. He' was the first master of Pomona Grange,
the county organization, after it was reorganized in 1901, and is still

identified with this movement. He has been secretary of the Stark
County Patrons Mutual Insurance Company, a prosperous cotnpany
whose clients are located in ten counties of Ohio. Mr. Eberly is now
giving much attention to the movement for organizing a farm bureau
and securing a county farm agent for Stark County, thus placing

the broad experience and the many facilities of the Federal agriculUiral

department directly to the benefit of the individual farmers in this

locality. He has also been greatly interested in the affairs of the
Stark County Horticultural Society and is a member and regularly

attends its monthly meetings. Several local offices have also been filled

by this worthy citizen. He was justice of the peace in Sugar Creek
Township for seven years and assessor two years. He is a member of

the Knights of Pythias and has passed all the chairs of the Beach
City Lodge.

On September 23, 1880, Mr. Eberly married Miss Minerva Knepper.
She was born on the farm adjoining her present home, being the

daughter of Godfrey and Mai’y (Sprankle) Knepper, both of whom
were born in Pennsylvania and wei’e early settlers in Sugar Creek
Township, where her father died in 1876 and her mother in 1897.

To the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Eberly were born five children.

Benjamin G., the oldest, did his part during the Spanish-American
war, having served in Company E of the Forty-second Regiment of

the United States Volunteers and spending two years in the Philip-

pine Islands; he is now a rural mail carrier on Route No. 1 out of

Beach City. Benjamin Eberly married Martlia Mann, and their four
children are Margaret, William, Harry and Hilda. The younger chil-

dren of Mr. and Mrs. Eberly are: Elmer I., who died in infancy; IM.

Grace, who married Guy Williamson and they reside on the old Knep-
per home farm; E. May, who died in February, 1911, at the age of
twenty-two; and Charles I)., who is still single and liycs at home.

George L. Smith. The chief lumber business, bolh manufactur-
ing and distributing, at Beach City is that controlled and directed by
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George L. Smith. Mr. Smith has been more or less actively connected
with the lumber industry as a practical sawmill man for more than
thirty years. He has also been a farmer, and is a man of affairs, and
conducts a very prosperous and flourishing business at Beach City.

His birth occurred April 2, 1849, in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania,
near the Columbia County line. His parents were William and
Catherine (Belles) Smith, both also natives of Luzerne County. The
father was born in 1825 and died in 1900, and the mother was born in

1827 and died in 1903. William Smith was a farmer by occupation,
and after living for a number of years in Luzerne County he moved
into Columbia County four miles from the county line, and the home
he established there was the residence of himself and wife until their

death. Both were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
While growing up on the Pennsylvania farm, George L. Smith ac-

quired an education in the public schools. Up to his twenty-second year
he was his father’s assistant farmer. At that time he and his uncle
Thomas H. Smith rented a farm together and while conducting it tliey

also operated a sawmill for two years. After that George L. Smith was
an independent farmer in Pennsylvania until 1883.

In that year he came to Ohio and settled on a farm in Plolmes
County. Here too he conducts a sawmill. Mr. Smith is a very prac-

tical man in mechanical affairs and that combined with good business

judgment has brought him his chief success. In 1890 from Holmes
County he moved to Summit County, and becoming propi'ietor of a
sawmill conducted it until 1897. The supply of native timber then
being exhausted in the vicinity of the mill he moved the plant to Baltic

in Tuscarawas County. Here he continued the mill’s operations for

three or four years.

For the last fifteen years Mr. Smith has been chiefly identified with
the milling and lumber business in Tuscarawas and Stark County.
For several years he was proprietor of a planing mill at Sugar Creek
in Tuscarawas County. In 1905 he removed his sawmill to Sugar
Creek Township in Stark County and subsequently established his

planing mill at Beach City. The planing mill he afterwards sold,

but in the meantime he had established a lumber yard and still later

he added a planing plant and at the present time is manufacturing
and selling lumber to a large trade territory surrounding Beach City.

]\Ir. Smith first married Mary Evaline Peterman. She was born
in Columbia County, Pennsylvania, the daughter of William Peterman.
Her death occurred in October, 1894. On April 11, 1901, Mr. Smith mar-
ried Margaret Catherine Everhart. She was born in Coshocton County,

Ohio, February 27, 1864, daughter of Samuel and Clarinda (Hoobler)

Everhart. Her father was a native of Coshocton County and died in

1913, while her mother was born in Jefferson County, Ohio, and died

in 1908. Mrs. Smith was first married in 1885 to Wilberforce Vaughn.
He was born in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, son of Joseph W. Vaughn.
Joseph W. Vaughn was for many years a teacher and later for ten years

' was a successful lawyer at Canton, but now lives retired on his farm
about three miles from Hartville, Stark County. Mrs. Smith by her

first marriage had two daughters: Hilda Leola, the older, born June
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29, 1893, acquired an education iii the Beach City High School and in

Wooster University, and is now a successful teacher in the village

schools of New Baltimore, Stark County. Helen Leona, the younger

daughter, born January 11, 1895, married Dale Gilmore of Beach
City, and they have a daughter Hilda Marcel, born January 23, 1915.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith by their marriage have one son, Freas Lewellen,

who was born in Sugar Creek, Tuscarawas County, August 1, 1903.

Mr. Smith’s civic record has largely consisted in a public spirited

attitude toward all improvements and betterment in the communities

where he has had his home. Since coming to Beacli City he has served

six years as a member of the city council. Politically he is a liberal

democrat. He was reared in the Methodist faith, but now with his

wife belongs to the Lutheran Church.

Alliance Brick Company. Founded and incorporated in 1909,

the Alliance Brick Company, of Alliance, has proved one of the influen-

tial agencies in giving prestige to this community as an important manu-
facturing center. It began operations in May, 1910, with a capital of

$125,000, and under the capable and progressive management of its

founders, Ross Rue and F. A. Hoiles, has steadily developed to such
proportions that its products are in demand from the Atlantic Coast
to Omaha, including the cities of Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit and Mil-

waukee, and various important southern points. The plant occupies

a tract of eighty-three acres, with sixteen thirty and thirty-six foot

kilns, and its daily output is 70,000 brick. Both clay and shale are

used in the manufacture of face brick. Sixty men are employed, and
the most modern machinery and equipment are used, these being op-

erated by steam power, the company owning its own steam plant.

Hon. F. A. Hoiles, president and manager of the Alliance Brick
Company, has led a career which has included activities as teacher,

authoi-, editor, business man and public servant, in each of which fields

he has won recognition and material success. He belongs to a family
which has resided in Stark County from the earliest pioneer days, and
was born in 1866 on a farm near the present site of the Fairmount
Children’s Home, five miles south of Alliance. His grandfather, a

pioneer of Stark County, located on a property which is now partly
owned by the Alliance Clay Product Company, just southeast of the

city, while the remainder is still owned by F. A. Hoiles and his brothers,

the property having been in the Family name since 1848. There was
born F. A. Hoiles’ father, S. II. Hoiles, who married Miss A. P. Ladd
and settled upon the fartn adjoining the present site of the Children’s
Home, where he and the mother passed the remainder of their lives in

the pursuits of the soil. Both are deceased.

After attending the district schools of Stark County, F. A. Hoiles
entered Mount Union College, allhough he did not conqih'te any definite

course at that institution. At the age of nineteen years he began teneh-

ing school, and so continued for seven years, and the records of the
county school supeilntendent show that when he was twenty-one years
of age he was given a five-year state certificate, the only one ever
granted to so young a teacher in Stark County. Having given special
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attention to the principles of arithnietie, and realizing that the text

books in use were lacking in clarity and elaborateness of explanation,
IMr. Hoiles began the arrangement of those principles, with complete
illustrations, and so well and comprehensively was this work done, that

he not only used it successfully in his own work, but yielded to a gen-

eral call and published it as a teacher’s help. This work became ex-

ceedingly popular, especially as a guide to young teachers, and such
a demand was created that it has now run through five editions. Mr.
Hoiles also became the author of a history based on similar ideas.

This authorshiiD and publication led Mr. Hoiles to learn and become
identified with the printing business, purchasing an interest in the Alli-

ance Review December 1, 1894. He had previously learned every detail

of the printer’s art—this being but an illustration of the thoroughness
with which he attacks every problem presented to him—and there is

at present no position in the printing office that he cannot acceptably
fill. For eight years he continued as the manager of the Review, and
at the end of that period entered the editorial sanctum and continued
there for a like period. He still retains his interest in that publication,

its business activity being largely directed by him. In 1901 the present
plant was erected, which is as perfect and complete in every detail as

may be found in any city with less than 50,000 population. At the

twentieth anniversary banquet of Mr. Hoiles’ management, given by
him to his employes, there were present several who had been with the

paper fifteen yeai’s, and at least six who had been connected therewith
for twenty years. In that time the value and business of the paper had
quadrupled, although the population of the city had but doubled during
the same length of time. Ever an advocate of better things, the expres-

sions of the Review have consistently stood for advancement in public

and private life.

In 1903 Mr. Hoiles was chosen to a seat in the Ohio House of Rep-
resentatives, and served in the sessions of 1904, 1905, 1906, 1907 and
1908. He was a member of the finance committee during this entire

period and for two sessions was chairman of the taxation committee,

this being during a period of the greatest activity in the temperance
agitation, the Akin $1,000 Tax Bill being referred to the tax committee.

The majority therein was against the proposition to advance the saloon

license from $350 to $1,000, but by Mr. Hoiles’ efforts this bill was
taken from the committee, and to the great surprise the bill was passed
and stands as a law today. His was the deciding vote in reporting

the bill back to the House. By its working, saloons in Ohio have de-

creased 27 per cent, while the revenue therefrom to the state has in-

creased in about the same proportion.

As a business man, Mr. Hoiles is held in the highest esteem by his

associates and his methods have ever been straightforward, above board
and notable for their integrity. He has long been a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and at this time holds a position on its

official board.

In 1887 Mr. Hoiles was married to Miss Mattie Guthrie, who died

in January, 1904, without issue. In 1905 Mr. Hoiles was married to
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Miss Alice C. Jones, of Delaware, Ohio, and they have four living chil-

dren, namely: Arthur, Winifred, Margaret and Samuel.

Prank Transue. An enormous amount of dynamic force and initia-

tive ability has been expended in connection with the development and
upbuilding of Alliance as one of the important industrial and commer-
cial centers of the Buckeye State, and in the furtherance of this advance-
ment large and important influence has been wielded by Prank Transue,
who has long been known as one of the city’s representative citizens and
men of affairs and whose more noteworthy interests are -those implied

in his tenure of the office of president of the Transue & Williams Drop
Forging Company, one of the leading industrial concerns of Alliance,

and of that of president of the Alliance Bank Company, controlling one

of the solid and admirably managed financial institutions of the state.

As a citizen Mr. Transue has always proved distinctively broad-minded,
loyal and progressive, and his high standing in Stark County makes it

virtually imperative, as well as a matter of consistency, that he be

accorded recognition in this history.

Mr. Transue views with due satisfaction the fact that he can revert

to Ohio as the place of his nativity, and he is a scion of a family whose
name has been long and worthily identified with the annals of this great

commonwealth of the Middle West. Mr. Transue was born at North
Benton, Mahoning County, on the 17th of June, 1842, and is the second
in order of birth of the four children of Samuel and Margaret (Santee)
Transue, the only other survivor of the four being his sister, Mary II.,

who is the widow of Alvin Stone and who maintains her home in Alliance.

Reiihen, eldest of the children, represented Ohio as a gallant soldier of

the Union in the Civil war and sacrificed his life at the battle of Chieka-
inauga. The other brother, John, died in infancy.

Samuel Transue was born and reared in Pennsi^dvania, in which state

the family was founded in the early colonial epoch of our national history,

the name having long been one of special prominence in the vicinity of

Lancaster, in which section of the old Keystone State there have lived

numerous representatives of this family, the lineage of which
is traced back to sterling French origin. In his native state Samuel
Transue acquired in his youth proficiency at the tailor’s trade, and as

a young man he came to Ohio and established his residence at North
Benton, Mahoning County, where he engaged iti the tailoring business

in an independent way and where he continued successfully identified

with tliis line of enterprise until 1852, besides having served several

years as postmaster at North Benton, where he was an honored and
influential citizen in the early pioneer days and where his marriage had
been solemnized within a short time after he had there established his

home. In the year last mentioned Samuel Transue removed with his

family to Alliance, Stark County, the place having at that lime been
a mere village and the section wliere he located having homo the name
of Freedom, this being now an integral jiart of Ihe City of Alliance.

Here Mr. Transue continued in the work of his trade, and in 1859 he
became a member of the firm of Transue & Such, which opened a well

ec|uipj)cd tailoring establishment in Ihe business center of the ambitious
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little city. AVlieii his two surviving sons enlisted for sei'viee in the

Civil war the family home was broken up, and Samuel Transue retired

from active business, finally returning to Pennsylvania, where he also

entered the government service, as an attache of the commissary depart-
ment, at Harrisburg, the capital of the state, his wife and daughter hav-
ing in the meanwhile remained in Alliance, to which place he returned
after the close of his service in behalf of the cause of the Union. His
wife died shortly afterward—in the following year—her birth having
occurred in Mahoning County, this state, and her age at the time when
she passed to the life eternal having been fifty-six years. Soon after

meeting this maximum bereavement of his life Samuel Transue removed
to Akron, Summit County, where eventually was solemnized his mar-
riage to a Mrs. McMasters, the one child of this union being Nellie, who
is now the wife of Harvey Caldwell, of Oil City, Pennsylvania. Samuel
Transue passed the residue of his long and worthy life at Akron, where
he died on the 4th of March, 1892, at the age of seventy-seven years, his

widow surviving him by about eighteen months. Concerning this sterling

pioneer the following consistent statements have been written and they

ai’e well worthy of perpetuation in this connection: “Samuel Transue
was a man of strong mentality and marked individuality. AVhile never
an aspirant for office, he became influential in the councils of the Know-
Nothing party and later in those of the Whig party, with which he

remained identified until the organization of the Republican party, when
he became a sturdy advocate of the principles of the latter. He was
true and upright in all of the relations of life and his name merits endur-

ing place on the roll of the honored pioneers of Ohio, his influence havittg

been potent and benignant, though he never sought publicity or high

estate.
’ ’

Frank Transue acquired his early education in the schools of his

native place and Alliance, to which latter embryonic city his parents
removed when he was a lad of about ten years. At the age of sixteen

years he entered upon an apprenticeship to the trade of machinist, in

the shoi^s of the Fisher & Shallters Company, at Alliance, with which
concern he remained for several years after the completion of his ap-

prenticeship, with incidental reputation as a skilled and reliable artisan.

When the dark cloud of the Civil war spread its pall over the national

horizon, he promptly subordinated all other interests to go forth in

defense of the Union. In 1861, in response to President Lincoln’s first

call for volunteers, Mr. Transue enlisted as a private in Company H,
Thirteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, for a term of three months. His
term of enlistment expired, however, before his regiment reached the

front, and he consequently resumed the work of his trade. In 1863
IMr. Transue Avent to Gallon, Crawford County, where he was employed
about one year in the shops of the Bellefontaine & Indianapolis Railroad,

now a portion of the Big Four system. On severing this connection he

returned to Alliance, where he remained until 1865, when he Avent to

Kent, Portage County, to assume a position in the shops of the Atlantic

& Great AVestern Railroad, noAv knoAvn as the Erie Railroad. He Avas

thus engaged about three years and then returned to Alliance, where he

accepted a position Avith the Nixon ConqAany, successor of the company
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in whose shops he had served his apprenticeship. In 1872 the company
failed in business and Mr. Transue then went to Massillon, this county,

to supervise the installation and placing in operation of the machinery
in the establishment of the C. Russell Company, manufacturers of thresh-

ing-machine teeth. He remained until the plant was in good working
order and then returned to Alliance, where he entered the employ of

the Stark Manufacturing Company, which had been organized after the

failure of the Nixon Company. Concerning this new company it may
be said that it did not long survive its incipiency and that J. S. Craft
soon assumed control, immediately after which action -he purchased
also the old tow-mill plant at Freedom, as that section of the city was
still known. Concerning further forward steps in the career of klr.

Transue, whose life has been one of close application and indefatigable

industry, there can be no impropriety in making quotation from a pre-

ivously written article: “At this juncture Mr. Transue practically gave
inception to his independent career. He entered into a contract with
Mr. Craft, who supplied the material and delivered the same to the fac-

tory, while upon Mr. Transue devolved the responsibility of turning out

the finished products at a stipulated price. In 1879 he became associated

with Dr. Johnson Armstrong in the purchase of the plant and business,

and the enterprise was continued under the name of the Keystone Spike
Company, the products being teeth for threshing machines, as well as

general forging. Mr. Transue now assumed the entire management of

the business, and through his wise and discriminating efforts the enter-

prise was materially advanced in scope and importance, finally becoming
one of the substantial industries of the State. In 1887 the firm sold the

plant to the Whitman-Barnes Company, at that time a Canton concern
but now at Akron, a stipulation in connection with the sale being that

Mr. Transue should continue as superintendent for one year. At the

expiration of this period Mr. Transue returned from Canton to Alliance,

where somewhat later he accepted a position in the experimental depart-

ment of the Solid Steel Casings Company. In 1892 he directed the

assembling of an exhibit for this company and took the same to the

World’s Columbian Exposition, Chicago, whei’c he had charge of the

exhibit during tlie progress of the great exposition of 1893. After his

retur)i from Chicago he resumed his experimental work in the interests

of this company, but about six months later its interests were absorbed
by a syndicate and Mr. Transue severed his connection with the busino'ss.

Later he became associated with Silas J. Williams in the organization

of the Alliance Manufacturing Company, for the manufacture of stump-
pullers, heaving, dragging machinery and other special products, but the

venture did not prove a financial success and was abandoned. In 1895
the Transue & Williams Company was incorporated, its organization

having occurred about a year previously, for the manufactiire of drop
forgings of all kinds. The company began operations i)i the old Nixon
shops, but with the rapid expaTision of the business these quarters soon

proved entirely inadequate, and in 1898 the ground was broken for the

present large and finely e(|uij)ped plant, whieh was conq)leted in tlu'

spring of the following year. Since that time the shops have lu'en in

operation, most of the time both day and night, in order to kee]) paci'
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with the demands of the trade, the while employment is given to a corps
of about 25(J workmen, a fact that shows that the industry is one which
has distinctive value to the city aside from the direct hnancial trans-
actions implied in the sale of its products. Mr. Transue has been presi-

dent of tlie company from the time of its incorporation, and the other
members of the executive corps are as here noted: Silas J. Williams,
vice-president; James M. Seymour, secretary-treasurer

;
and Oliver F.

Transue, general manager.” It may further be said that this admirable
industrial enterprise has shown a constantly cumulative tendency and
that its affairs have been managed with great circumspection under the
executive administration of Mr. Transue, who combines technical ability

with careful yet progressive business policies and whose course as a
business man and a citizen has been so guided and governed that he has
merited and received uiiqualitied popular eonffdenee and esteem.

For many years Mr. Transue has been a valued member of the
directorate of the Alliance Bank Company, known as one of the

stanchest hnancial institutions of Stark County
;
in 1899 he was elected

its vice president
;
and he has served as its president for about eight

years, with secure reputation as an able and reliable executive and
judicious hiiancier.

On the 6th of May, 1903, Mr. Transue was appointed one of the

three members of the Alliance board of public works, for a term of

two years, and in this position his services proved of great value to the

city, owing to his broad knowledge of mechanical subjects and his earnest

desire to do all in his power for the furtherance of the best interests of

his home city. He served two terms as a member of the city council

and for several yeai’s was a member of the board of education. In poli-

ties Mr. Transue gives his unfaltering allegiance to the republican party,

and in a fraternal way he is identified with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, the Knights of Honor and the Royal Arcanum. He is now
one of the veteran business men of Alliance and is a citizen whose circle

of friends is virtually coincident with that of his acquaintances.

On the 19th of February, 1863, was solemnized the marriage of

Mr. Transue to Miss Amanda J. Aultman, who was born and reared at

Alliance and who was a daughter of the late Jacob Aultman, who was
for many years one of the prominent manufacturers and influential citi-

zens of Stark County. Mrs. Amanda Transue died February 3, 1910.

Mr. and Mrs. Transue had four children : Minnie B. is the wife of

Frank Kingsbury, connected with the Transue & Williams Company;
Oliver F. is general manager of this company, as previously noted

;
and

Charles R. and William H. likewise are actively identified with the

affairs of this company, of which their father is the president. On the

15th of May, 1913, Mr. Transue was married to Miss Ellen E. Esterly,

a native of Ohio and daughter of S. J. and Rachel (Longanecker)

Esterly, both also natives of Ohio.

Benjamin F. Stanton. Among the men of the Middle WeM, the

name of the prosperous and cultured State of Ohio is associated men-
tally with culture, courtesy and intellectual gifts. From it have gone
forth men who have achieved national prominence, as statesmen and
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in the professions; its sons, in whatever community found are men of

worth and standing. To the cause of education it is producing men
of talent and zeal, who are earnestly striving for the attainment of

higher standards, and in this latter class may be numbered Benjamin
F. Stanton, superintendent of the public schools of Alliance.

Mr. Stanton is descended on both sides of the family from old and
sturdy New England stock, his grandparents migrating from Connecti-

cut to Ohio in the early part of the ninteenth century. He is a pVoduct
of the farm, having been born on his father’s homestead in Ashtabula
County, and his early education was secured in the public schools of

his native locality. This was followed by attendance at Oberlin College,

where he was graduated in 1896, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts,

and he next further advanced his training by a course at Harvard Uni-

versity, where he was given the degree of Master of Arts in 1900. Mr.
Stanton did not cease to be a student at that time, however, for his

advanced preparation included one summer at the Chicago University
and four summers of special work at the University of Michigan. After
his work at Harvard he entered upon his career as an educator as

principal of the high school at Salem, Ohio, where he remained from
1900 to 1909, then becoming superintendent of schools at Ashland,
Kentucky, a position which he held from 1909 until 1913. In the

latter year Mr. Stanton was induced to come to Alliance as superin-

tendent of the public schools, and here has continued to the present
time. He has worked conscientiously and industriously to make this

one of the best school systems in the state, and the force of his efforts

has been apparent in the elevation of school standards.

Mr. Stanton has for some time been engaged in summer school work,
having been a teacher in the summer school at Wooster University
during 1907, 1908, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1914. His services as a lec-

turer are greatly in demand by teachers’ institutes, and his ability in

this line has also led him into chautauqua work, he having been engaged
therein in Iowa during the summer of 1909 and on the Pacifle Coast in

1913. As a citizen Mr. Stanton has taken a foremost part in advancing
the interests of Alliance, and may always be found supporting move-
ments which promise civic betterment.

Vincent L. Fishel. One of the oldest families in Northeastern
Ohio is represented by this prominent young attorney of Alliance.

More than a century has passed since his ancestors came over from
the eastern states and founded homes and cleared up sections of the
wild land in the eastern part of Ohio.

About 1805-06 Henry Fishel came from Frederick County, Mary-
land, to West Point in Columbiana County, Ohio. He was a millwi’iglit,

and is said to have built several of the early mills in and around
Columbiana County. At least two of his sons were in the War of
1812. One of them died while returning from the campaign on the
Maumee, the other, Frederick, came with his father Henry in 1814 to
Carroll County, Oliio, locating in Brown Township, a mile and a half
southwest of Minerva. He died at Minerva in 1872. His wife was a
Clark, whose father was a iiioncer in Ohio and is said to have entered
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the land office to file on land now covered by the City of Wellsville

just as the fortunate Mr. Wells emerged from the office after having
secured the coveted title. The original Pishel farm near Minerva
remained in the hands of the two sons of Frederick—Adam and Abner
—until quite recent years. Both Adam and Abner were men of more
than ordinary influence, characterized by excellent business judgment,
and enjoyed a large personal following of friends. Abner Fishel was a

teacher in early life, and among his pupils were a few Indians. He
died in 1915 in his ninety-seventh year. He was capable, well informed,
with a wonderful memory, and a fine type of that class of men who
redeemed this western country from the wilderness.

Adam Fishel, the other son of Frederick, was a veteran of the

Ninety-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry during the Civil war and died
August 22, 1912, in his eightieth year. He lived retired at kliiierva

during his latter years. His son C. D. Fishel, father of Vincent L., be-

came a railroad man and for more than forty years has followed that

vocation. The past fifteen years he has lived at Alliance. C. D. Fishel

married Anna Fultz. One of the brothers of C. D. Fishel is W. H.
Fishel, a well known teacher and county school superintendent in

Kansas.
Vincent L. Fishel was born in Minerva, Ohio, November 4, 1884,

the day Cleveland defeated Blaine for President. He attended school

at Minerva, and in 1902 was graduated from the Alliance High School.

He then took the Liberal Arts course in Mount Union College, graduat-
ing in 1906 A. B. as class valedictorian. His alma mater bestowed upon
him the Master of Arts degree in 1911. Having chosen the law as his

vocation, he entered the Western Reserve University, and graduated
LL. B. in 1910. Admitted to practice he has for the past five years en-

joyed a growing reputation as a sound and able lawyer at Alliance.

Mr. Pishel is a Mason. He is identified with the Presbyterian
Church, in which faith his ancestors have worshiped for generations,

and his great-grandfather Frederick Pishel founded the First Presby-
terian Church at Minerva eighty years ago. Mr. Pishel was married in

November, 1913, to Anna M. Jones, daughter of Eb M. Jones, a machinist

at Alliance. They have one son, Edwin Clark.

Hon. Daniel W. Crist,. With the business and financial interests

of Stark County, Daniel W. Crist is perhaps best known as president

of the People’s Bank of Alliance. He was one of its organizers and has
been its president since it was established, and has also made a credit-

able record as a member of the Ohio Legislature, but, in Northeastern
Ohio, and in fact all over the country, his fame chiefly rests upon his

work as a musical composer and publisher. The music publishing house
of D. W. Crist at Mountrie is probably the largest of its kind between
Philadelphia and Chicago, with the possible exception of the John
Church Company at Cincinnati. Mr. Crist may be called a born educa-

tor and teacher, has inspired thousands of young men and women by
precept and example, and the product of his talent in songs and instru-

mental compositions has touched and bettered the lives of many thou-

sands.
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Daniel W. Crist was born at New Chambersburg, Columbiana County,
Ohio, November 28, 1857, and is a son of Robert and Mary (Ruff) Ci’ist.

His father was born in Maryland, and at the age of three was brought
to Stark County by his parents, Robert and Elizabeth (Stevens) Crist,

who settled near Osnaburg, about 1835 removing to a farm in Marlboro
Township. Both Robert and Elizabeth Crist lived there until their deaths
in old age, the old homestead being in possession of this family for over
half a century. The grandparents were identified with the Catholic

Church at Harrisburg, Init only one of their children remained in that

faith. Of their seven children six were sons, all now deceased, Robert
Jr. having been tbe last. Daniel went from Stark County to the Union
army, and died in the service.

Robert Crist at marriage moved to AYest Township, in Columbiana
County, and there spent the rest of his life. Prom sixteen he had been
a teacher in the old log sehoolhouse. He possessed broad information
and was a useful citizen. He later identified himself with farming in

West Township, where he held several offices, and died there in 1898, at

the age of seventy-three. Mary Ruff was born in AYest Town.ship, in

1832, and there resided until her death in 1908. She Avas a great-grand-

daughter of Michael Zehner, who served as an aide in General Washing-
ton’s army during the War of the Revolution. He was a resident of

Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, and came to Columbiana County
in 1804. Her paternal grandfather, Anthony Ruff, was also a West-
moreland County man, who also settled in Columbiana County early in

the last century. Another grandfather, Rudolph Bair, came from the

same county and located in Columbiana in 1803, becoming the first com-
missioner of that county. Robert and Mary Crist were active in the

Bible Christian Church. Seven of their children reached maturity and
six are living in 1915, those in Stark County being Daniel AA^. and Mrs.
P. AY. Poulks of Canton. One brother. Prof. Owen Crist, who died in

1900 at the age of thirty-seven, was for fifteen years principal of the

commercial department of Mount Union College, being coixsidered one
of tbe most expert of penmen in artistic and commercial Avork.

Daniel W. Crist received his earlier education in the common schools

and later attended the NortliAvestern Ohio University at Ada. He
taught fourteen years in Columbiana and Stark counties, and in 1880
became superintendent of tbe Osnaburg graded school, a posilion he held

tAvo year's, Avhen he accepted a similar position at Noav Pranklin until

1890. In 1886 he published the “Gospel Gleanings,” a collection of

Sunday school music of his oavu composition. He bad great natural
talent in music, and for a innnber of years sang in choirs and other oi’-

ganizalions, taught singing, and also exercised his art in connection Avith

evangelistic Avoi'k. His book met Avilb so flattei'ing a reception that it

led him to make music composition and publishing bis principal busi-

ness. Besides the compositions for religious aird secular purposes, bis

piano selections ar-(> Avell knoAvn. He is the author of eighteen song books
for day and Sunday school use and cbureh use, about 150 special com-
positions, besides .s'ome fifteen volumes of musical collections. He began
publishing bis own music at Moultrie, Ohio, and has dovelo])e(l a lai'ge

jrlant, which was the chief claim of Moult I’ie to pi-omiuence as a business
voi. in—

M
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center until May, 1915, when he moved his plant to Alliance. Among
other works he has published a complete series of piano instruction

books. There are thousands of Sunday schools and churches that now
make regular use of liis collections, and his arrangement for band and
other instrumentation scores are popular in musical circles.

In 1901 Mr. Crist was elected to the State Legislature as a republi-

can, being re-elected in 1903. In 1905 he was elected to the State Senate
from the district composed of Columbiana, Harrison, Jefferson and Bel-

mont counties. He gave particular attention to the cause of education
and taxation, served as chairman of the house committee on taxation,

and wherever possible exerted influence for improvement of the com-
mon schools and elimination of many radical faults in the taxing system.

The present idea of a State Tax Commission received its chief impetus
during his service in the Senate. In 1912 he removed to Alliance. He
had assisted in organizing, and became president of the People’s Bank
in 1907. Besides his bank holdings he also has interests in local manu-
facturing and real estate. Mr. Crist is a Knight Templar Mason and
interested in social and charitable work.

In 1882 he married Mary Reed, of Columbiana County, an active

worker in church circles. They have a family of three children : Mertie
May, wife of Charles Miller of Bellevue, Pennsylvania; James R., of

Canton, Ohio; and Dillon, a high school student.

Howard D. Tolerton. The Tolerton family has been prominently
identified with the mercantile and general business life of Alliance for

many years. Howard D. Tolerton is manager of the I. G. Tolerton &
Company, one of the largest concerns in Stark County for the handling
of all classes of building materials except hardware. He is also vice

president of the People’s Bank of Alliance, and has been connected with
that institution since its organization. He is vice president of the West
Park Realty Company, and a director of the Consolidated Realty
Company.

His father and the founder of the building supply business is I. G.

Tolerton, who for the past seven years has divided his residence time

between Alliance and Florida, having a beautiful winter home in the

latter state and also a fruit ranch. The I. G. Tolerton & Son head-

quarters occupy a large two-story building 40x105 feet, with basement,

and large yards for storage of surplus stock. They handle all manner
of building supplies, and also deal extensively in coal, tile, crushed stone

and other materials. About twenty-five men are employed, and the firm

also operates a planing mill. This business has seen a development in

the last ten years more than double its original capacity and volume of

trade.

Howard D. Tolerton has been a director in the board of trade since

its organization, and was one of the local men who established that body.

He is the director and the vice president of the Alliance Building & Sav-

ings Association and the Surety Building & Loan Company. He is

active in the Masonic Order and is a trustee of the First Methodist Epis-

copal Church.
Ploward D. Tolerton was married in 1896 to Minnie Aiken of Alii-
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ance, daughter of 'William S. Aiken, who was at the time of his death

one of the oldest building contractors in Stark County. Mrs. Tolerton

was born in Alliance, attended the Mount Union College, and is well

known in club and social circles. Their four children are : Robert I.,

Mary Ellen, William Howard and Edgar J.

Frederick Wallace Bond, attorney and counsellor at law, with a
national reputation as a solicitor for patents, has been engaged in prac-

tice at Canton for nearly forty years. Since the fall of 1877, when he
became a resident of this city, he has extended to eminent proportions

his reputation as a thoroughly reliable solicitor of foreign and domestic
patents and trademarks, having established not only a good private

practice in these lines, but, in view of his ability, has been appointed
general counsel of various industries whose interests depend largely for

their development and permanence on the stability of the patents

involved.

Mr. Bond was born at Edington, Portage County, Ohio, September

19, 1850, and is a son of Frederick W. and Mary (Norton) Bond. The
Bonds are of English stock and the family was founded in America
during Colonial days by two brothers of the name, one of whom settled

in Connecticut and the other in Virginia. The family was founded in

Ohio by Jonas Bond, the grandfather of Frederick AVallace Bond, who
came to the Western Reserve in 1812, settling at Ravenna. He served

for several years as sheriff of Portage County, but subsequently returned
to his farm there, and in 1865 removed to Canfield, then the county seat

of Mahoning County, Ohio. The paternal grandmother, Elizabeth Bond,
was a cousin of Judge Joseph Story. Frederick W. Bond was born in

Portage County, where he was engaged in farming until his death, in

1850, when his son was a babe of three months. Mrs. Bond was born
in Trumbull County, Ohio, and was a member of the old Western Reserve
family of Norton. Her death occurred in 1853.

Following the death of his mother, Frederick Wallace Bond was taken
into the home of his grandfather, Jonas Bond, on his farm in Portage
County. Asa youth he worked on the farm during the summer montlis

and attended school in the winter terms, and continued that programme
after his grandfather removed to Canfield, Ohio. Later he taught school

in the country districts, and while thus engaged began the study of law.

For several years he read in the office of Van Hyning & Johnston, attor-

neys of Canfield, Ohio. Mr. Bond was admitted to the bar October 14,

1876, and just one year later to the day came to Canton, wliicli city has
continued to be his home and the scene of his professional labors. .He
commenced the practice of law in association with Ensign Blocksom,
under the firm style of Bond & Blocksom, a partnership which continued
until the latter part of 1879, Mr. Blocksom then retiring and Mr. Bond
continuing alone. On January 1, 1908, IMr. Bond formed a ])artnership

with W. II. Miller, a native of Wooster, W'ayne County, Ohio, wliieli

partnership was known as Bond & Miller, said partnership continuing
until May 1, 1914, the firm giving its especial attention to patent law
in all its branches. Since the retirement of Mr. Miller from the firm,

Mr. Bond has devoted all of his time to the practice of i)atent law and
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its various allied branches. In the spring of 1880 he was elected justice

of the peace for Canton, an office which he filled for a full term of three

years, and then, returning to practice, took up patent law and its allied

branches, including patents, trademarks, copyrights, etc., a professional

field which requires mechanical ability of a high order, thorough mastery
of countless details, and continuoiis and intense application to the

entrusted matters. During the period of his practice at Canton, Mr.
Bond has taken out i^ateiits upon which many of Canton’s largest

industries have been founded, these including the Berger Manufacturing
Company, the Canton Culvert Company, the Diebold Safe and Lock
Company, the Canton Foundry and Machine Company and the Nye
jManufacturing Company and others. He has practiced before state

and Federal eoiirts all over the country, and has represented clients

from New Hampshire to California, and from Michigan to Louisiana.

A few of his important cases have been : Canton Steel Roofing Com-
pany vs. Alvin C. Kanneberg, et al.

;
William J. Flecker vs. Oscar 0.

Boorman
;
Pennsylvania Globe Gas Light Company vs. Louis M. Bachtel,

et al.
;
Nye Manufacturing Company vs. V. L. Nye

;
and the celebrated

trademark case of William Wrigley, Jr., vs. the Grove Company, regard-
ing the rights in the use of the word “'Spearmint” as a trademark.
Mr. Bond is a valued member of the Stark County Bar Association, and
holds membership also in the Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Bond married Mary Knight, who was born at Ellsworth, Mahon-
ing County, Ohio, daughter of Robert Knight, a native of Ireland. To
tills union there were born two daxighters: Josephine, who is the wife
of Harry E. Schellhasse. of Canton : and Lettie, who married William R.

Miller, an attorney of Cleveland, Ohio.

Julius H. Schlafly. A well known Canton inventor and manu-
facturer, Julius H. Schlafly possessed the qualities which enabled him
to grow and adapt himself in proportion to his opportunities. He was
at one time a common laborer in the small shop which some twenty-five

years ago represented the plant of the Berger Manufacturing Company.
The Berger Manufacturing Company is now one of the largest concerns

of its kind in Ohio and in its material development J. H. Schlafiy’s

ability has grown not only in keeping with but in advance of material

proportions of the plant. Mr. Schlafly is now general superintendent of

this great industrial concern and is also president of the Canton Culvert

& Silo Company.
Julius H. Schlafly was horn in what is now the Third Ward of the

City of Canton, March 3, 1871. His parents were Moritz and Margaret
(Schumacher) Schlafly. His father was a native of Tuscarawas County,

Ohio, and died in September. 1911. After his education was finished in

the local public schools Julius II. Schlafly found a place in a retail

grocery store, where he performed the general work of clerk and porter

for about six months. On March 4, 1887, the day following his sixteenth

birthday, he entered the employ of what is now the great Berger Manu-
facturing Company. This concern had been established only the previous

year, and its factory was still housed in a barn on Rex Street. While

he was employed in general work, he quickly showed a native talent in
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mechanical lines, and his inventiveness as well as his executive ability

have been the main factors in raising him to his present prominent posi-

tion. After a year he was made foreman in the small plant, and held

the same position, though its duties and importance were many times

expanded, up to 1907. In that year he became assistant superintendent,

and in 1910 took charge of the entire plant as general superintendent.

In 1908 the Canton Culvert & Silo Company was organized as one of a
group of several industries of which the Berger Manufacturing Com-
pany is the chief, and Mr. Schlafly has since been president of the Canton
Culvert & Silo Company, the duties of which office he combines with the

superintendency of the Berger Company.
Mr. Schlafly is a mechanic through and through and skillful not only

in the operation of machinery but expert in the adaptation and inven-

tion of new devices and methods. He has invented numerous automatic
machines for the manufacture of piping, culverts and other sheet iron

and sheet steel construction, and his patents on machines are now in use

in the plants of the Berger Company and the Canton Culvert & Silo

factories. He was of the first men to get out machinery for the manu-
facture of ten-foot conductor pipes. His own career is reflected in the

great growth and advancement of the Berger Company. AVhen he
entered the employ of that concern he and the president worked side by
side in the little shop, at which time the total number of employes were
less than half a dozen. Today the plant and company rank among the

largest in the country, and Mr. Schlafly ’s ability and genius have been
one of the strongest resources of the concern from the beginning. He
is still as studious in mechanical work as ever, and is constantly planning
and exioerimenfing on improvements that will increase production and
lighten running expenses.

Mr. Schlafly is a member of the Canton Chamber of Commerce,
belongs to the United Commercial Travelers and to the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks. Mrs. Schlafly before her marriage was Mary
E. Wielandt, who was born in Canton. Their one son, Julius, was born
March 2, 1898.

Henry B. Sibila. A nafive of the City of Massillon, Air. Sibila has
always maintained his residence within its borders, has been prominent
in business and civic affairs, has held varioiis offices of trust and respon-
sibility and no citizen is better known or held in higher esteem, this being
measurably indicated by the fact that he is now serving as postmaster
of this thriving and attractive city, a positioji to which he was appointed
by President Wilson and of which he has heen the efficient and popular
incumbent since July 2, 1913.

Mr. Sibila was born in Alassillon on the 8th of May, 18(12, and thus
hears a name that has heen long and worthily identified wifh the annals

of Stark County. IP' is a son of John and Catharine (Sherag) Sibila,

both of whom were honi in Germany and both of whom were' young
when they came to America, the ])arents of the fonner having heen num-
bered among the i)ioneer settlers of Slai'k County. John Sibila was
a siu'oe.ssful merchant and ])rominent citizen of Ma.ssillou at the time

of his death, atid was but foi'ty yeai's of ag(> when he passed from the
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stage of life ’s mortal endeavors. His wife was summoned to eternal rest
when forty-seven years of age, both having been communicants of the
Catholic Church and he having been an unwavering supporter of the
cause of the democratic party. Of the seven children the present post-
master of Massillon was the third in order of the birth, and of the num-
ber three others are still living.

Henry B. Sibila attended a parochial school in Massillon until he
had attained to the age of thirteen years, and his alert mentality and
excellent powers of absorption and assimilation have enabled him to
profit fully froin the lessons since learned under the direction of that
wisest of all head-masters, experience. He is a man of broad informa-
tion, well fortified convictions and utmost civic loyalty and progressive-
ness. At the age above noted Mr. Sibila entered upon an apprentice-
ship to the trade of cigarmaker, and after becoming a skilled workman
he was finally, in 1885, enabled to engage in the cigar and tobacco busi-

ness in an independent way, and to this line of enterprise he gave his

close and careful attention until he had built up a good business. He
still retains his interest in this enterprise, though he has not given his

personal attention to the same since assuming the office of postmaster.
From the time of attaining to his legal majority Mr. Sibila has given

unswerving allegiance to the democratic party, and he has long been one
of its active and influential workers in Stark County. In 1893 Mr. Sibila

was elected to the office of justice of the peace, and of this position he
continued the incumbent twelve consecutive years, by successive re-elec-

tions every four years. After an interregnum of one term he was again
elected to this judicial office, in 1907, and he held the same one more
term, his final retirement occurring in 1911, so that the aggregate dura-

tion of his regime in this office covered a period of sixteen years. In
1908 Mr. Sibila was appointed deputy clerk of elections, and he retained

this incumbency until his appointment to the important office of post-

master, his candidacy for the position having received a large and sig-

nificant popular support in his native city and the appointment having
come through President Woodrow Wilson.

Mr. Sibila and his wife are zealous communicants of the Catholic

Church, and he is affiliated with Massillon Council, No. 554, Knights of

Columbus; St. Paul’s Court, No. 725, Catholic Order of Foresters; and
Massillon Aerie, No. 190, Fraternal Order of Eagles.

On the 9th of March, 1886, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Sibila

to Miss Rose Crimmings, who likewise was born and reared at Massillon,

and they have two children,-—Florence May, and Paul H.

JoHNj Anthony Schonek. About thirteen years ago Mr. Schoner
resigned his position as a teacher in Stark County to engage in mer-
chandising, and has since gained an important position among Stark

County’s merchants and is senior member of the firm of Schoner &
Fulmer, general merchants at Middlebranch, also with stores in the City

of Canton and with business interests elsewhere.

The Schoner family has long been well known in Stark County.

John Anthony Schoner was born on his father’s farm southwest of

Hartville, August 11, 1877, son of Philip and Catherine (Brumbaugh)
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Schoner. Philip Schoner was a native of Germany, but when six years
of age came to the United States with his parents, who settled in Lake
Township of Stark County, on a farm about a mile from Hartville.

Catherine Brumbaugh was born in Lake Township, daughter of Wil-
liam Brumbaugh. In 1904 Philip and Catherine Schoner moved from
their farm to Hartville, where they still reside, he in his seventy-fourth

year and she in her sixty-ninth.

John A. Schoner had the advantages of the public schools at Lake
Center and the Hartville High School, and spent one term in Mount
Union College. He also had a practical farm training and came to

manhood well prepared for a career of usefulness. His work as a teacher

continued for four years, and he had charge of the school at Midway
when he resigned in the spring of 1902 in order to go into business at

Middlebraneh with C. R. Fulmer. They bought out the old store which
had been conducted by the Smith Brothers and has since carried on
this and extended their relations as merchants to a large patronage.
They operate a general mercantile store and also a meat market, and
in January, 1915, established a retail grocery store and meat market at

1516 Tuscarawas Street, in the City of Canton. Since November, 1911,

they have also operated a stand in the Canton City Market for the re-

tailing of meat. The firm also owns lots in Edgefield, Stark County,
and some city real estate in Mobile, Albama.

Mr. Schoner married Maude Kreiehbaum, who was born in Cairo
of Stark County, daughter of Edward Kreiehbaum, now deceased.

Their home has been blessed by the birth of one daughter. Dawn, aged
four years.

Charles W. Bair. Hartville ’s list of progressive business men
would not be complete without inclusion of the name of Charles W.
Bair, who is secretary and treasurer of the Quality Tire & Rubber Com-
pany, and at different times has been connected with several other im-

portant local undertakings. Mr. Bair formerly was a railroad man,
but retired from that service to engage in independent business at Hart-
ville. He is a clean-cut business man, aggressive in pushing his own
affairs and public spirited in co-operating with any movement that

helps out the community. His activities have been an important factor

in making of Hartville a thriving industrial and commercial center of

Stark County.
His family was established in this county in the early half of the

last century. Charles W. Bair was born at New Berlin in Stark County,
February 18, 1870, a son of Allen and Sarah A. (Baum) Bair. His
fatlier was born in Plain Township, about five miles north of Canton,
in 1846, a son of George Bair, wlio established the Bair family in Plain
Township many years ago. The mother was born in Marlboro Town-
ship of Stark County in 1846, daughter of Jacob Baum. Jacob Baum,
an early settler in Marlboro Township, was a carpenter by trade, and
moved to Canton and later to Middlebraneh, and in his time constructed

the greater number of farmhouses and barns in the country north of

Canton. Mrs. Sarah Bair is still living and resides with her son, Charles
W. Allen Bair was a haniessmaker by trade, and one of the first to
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represent that business in New Berlin, being associated with H. II.

Hoover. He died at Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 1913. Charles W. Bair
was the oldest of four children, the others being ; Harvey, deceased

;

George, deceased; and Robert E., who is connected with the Firestone
Tire & Rubber Company at Akron.

Mr. Charles W. Bair has been a practical, hard-working man since

the age of tifteen, at which time he left school in Middlebranch, hav-
ing previously attended at New Berlin, and found employment at farm
labor at day’s wages. In 1866 he was made agent at Hartville for the
old Connolton Valley Railroad, now a part of the Wheeling & Lake
Erie. He put in four years there, and was then sent to Valley Junction
in Tuscarawas County, where he was agent, chief clerk and telegrapher
of the Wheeling & Lake Erie, the Cleveland & Marietta and the Connol-
ton Valley lines for a period of twelve years. On leaving the railroad

service he removed to Hartville. and became a member of the firm of

Schoner & Bair, general merchants. After ten years of business under
this firm name they sold out. He and Mr. IT. F. Schoner then organized
the Hartville Plumbing Company, and continued in that business for

two years. On August 6, 1914, Mr. Bair became secretary and treasurer

of the Quality Tire & Rubber Company, now one of the prospering
young industries of Hartville.

Mr. Bair married Miss Minnie E. Schoner, daughter of Philip

Schoner and a sister of C. C. Schoner of Hartville. Their children are

:

Ruth, who graduated from the Hartville High School in 1912, then
attended Heidelberg University at Tiffin, and is now in the junior year
of the Ohio State University at Columbus; Willard and Lowell, both
at home and attending the local schools. Mr. and Mrs. Bair are mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church.

William P. Barnum. Elected mayor of the fine industrial City of

Alliance in November, 1913, Mr. Barnum has retired from active business

and is giving virtually his entire time and attention to his executive

office, in which he is giving a vigorous, clean-cut and progressive adminis-

tration that gives distinct evidence of his high civic ideals as well as

his courage and determination in the furtherance of wise policies of

municipal government and social reforms. He was elected mayor by a

larger plurality than has been ever given in Alliance to any other demo-
cratic candidate for this important office, and his administration is

fully justifying the popular confidence and esteem thus exemplified. In

a preliminary way it should be noted specially that the present mayor
has effected the elimination of the “red-light district’’ of Alliance and
also been implacable and successful in his efforts to wipe out all gambling
in the city. He was also the instigator of the public-school gardening
contests in Alliance, and when the city council refused to make the

required appropriation for this admirable work the mayor succeeded in

raising by popular subscription the money necessary for carrying for-

ward the enterprise, the board of education defraying the salary of the

technical instructor, fully 300 pupils of the schools having been
enrolled for this laudable educational contest and excellent civic

enterprise. Broad minded and sympathetic. Mayor Barnum has shown
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in his executive capacity as well as in a personal way his deep interest

in tile general wellare of his iiome city, lias individually interposed in

effecting amicable settlement of disputes and has been specially vigilant

in safeguarding the interests and welfare of the boys and girls of Alli-

ance. 'the mayor of Alliance can claim direct kinship with the late

Phineas T. Barnum, the world’s greatest showman, the original Ameri-
can ancestors of both having been brothers who migrated from Eng-
land 111 an early day, three of the brothers having come to the New
World in the Mayflower, and many worthy descendants now per-

petuate the name.
Vv iliiam P. Barnum was born at Eaglesville, Ashtabula County, Ohio,

on the 14th of May, 1S54, and is a sou of Frederick O. and Elizabeth
(Atwood) Barnum, both natives of the State of New York. The father

became an expert artisan as a morocco tinisher, and he followed his trade
for a number of years after establishing his home in Ashtabula County,
Ohio, where he continued to reside until his death, in 1905, his devoted
wife having passed to the life eternal in the preceding year and both
having attained to venerable age, even as they gained the high regard of

all who came within the sphere of their gracious influence. They became
the parents of live children : Mary is the wife of Henry H. Pease, of

Kingsville, Ashtabula County
;
Carrie L. is the widow of Mark Brock-

away and resides at Rock Creek, that county; William P., of this review,

was the next in order of birth
;
Frank E. is a resident of Nelson, Portage

County; and Ella Gertrude, who first married Fred Brown, and there

were two children by that union, Fred and Hattie. After the death of

Mr. Brown she married Almond AVoodward, and their place of abode
is the historic old home of Gen. James A. Garfield at Hiram, Portage
County, where General Garfield had been graduated in Hiram College,

of which institution he later lieearne president, even as he was destined

to become President of the United States and the nation’s second martyr
in tliis office.

In his native town AVilliam P. Barnum attended the public schools

until he had completed the curriculum of the high school, and as a young
man he became identified with the jewelry business. Later he was
engaged in the manufacturing of nail kegs, and finally he entered the

confectionery business, with which he continued to be identified for

thirty years and achieved distinctive success, his operations having been
of botF wholesale and retail order. Sixteen years of this period found
hitn numbered among the representative business men of Beaver Palls,

Pennsylvania; two years were given to the same line of enterprise at

Youngstown, Ohio, and the remainder of the time of his active associa-

tion with the business was as a progressive and honored representative

of Ibis field of enterprise in the City of Alliance, where he established

his residence in 1901, and where he continued in active business until

the 1st of July, 1913, when he sold the lu'osperoias enterprise which had
been built up through his well ordered endeavors. In the following
November he was elected mayor of the city, a preferment that offei’s

unecjuivocal evidence of his strong vantage-place in i)opnlar contidenee

and esteem in this community.
Mr. Barnum has accorded unwavering allegiance to the democratic
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party, and since the age of nineteen years he has held active member-
ship in the Christian Church, in the affairs of which he has been zealous

and influential. In Pennsylvania he served sixteen years as an elder of

the church of this denomination, and in Ashtabula County, the plaee of

his nativity, he served fourteen years as superintendent of a Sunday
sehool. His first wife was a devoted member of the same church, as is

also his present wife. In a fraternal way the mayor is affiliated with the

local organizations of the Knights of Pythias, the Order of Reindeers,

and the Knights of the Modern Maccabees.
On the 20th of June, 1877, Mr. Barnum wedded Miss Nannie L.

Knowlton, of Rock Creek, Ashtabula County, and she is survived by
three children : William P., Jr., who is serving on the bench of the

Court of Common Pleas in Mahoning County, where he had previously

gained precedence as a representative member of the bar; Wayne J.,

who is claim agent of the street railways at Youngstown, Mahoning
County; and Dollie May, who is the wife of Robert J. Andrews, of

Meadowbrook, Virginia.

On the 17th of April, 1902, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Bar-
niim to Miss Anna AVatson, of Enon, Pennsylvania, no children having
been born of this union.

Charles AV. Keplinger. For over a quarter of a century Charles W.
Keplinger, cashier of the Isaac Harter & Sons’ Bank, has been closely

identified with the banking, flnaneial, industrial and civic affairs of

Canton, and has been a potent factor in the wonderful progress made by
the city in recent years.

Mr. Keplinger is of German antecedents, though the Keplingers have
been in America for many generations and is an old famil3^ in Stark

County. Over eighty years ago Daniel Keplinger (grandfather of

Charles W.) left his native home in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,

for Ohio, and in the year 1833 he settled on a farm in Osnaburg Town-
ship, Stark County. Subsequently he removed to Crawford County,

Indiana, where he was twice elected sheriff of that county. His eldest

son, Jacob (father of Charles W.) was born on the farm in Osnaburg
Township. Early in life he engaged in railroading, and for upwards of

fifty years he was in the employ of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company,
most of that time at Fort Wayne, Indiana. He married Elizabeth

Carper.
Charles W. Keplinger was born at Fort Wayne, Indiana, on Septem-

ber 12, 1859, and began his business career when he was a boy of fifteen

years in a Fort AVayne store. He was later promoted bookkeeper by
that firm and held the position until 1879, in which year he resigned to

come to Canton to accept a position as bookkeeper for the Isaac Harter &
Sons’ bank. His efficiencjq natural aptitude and unusual qualifications

for the banking business were early made manifest to his superiors and

his promotion as cashier came in due time. He has been cashier of what
is the oldest and best known banking institution in Stark County, and

there is no better-known or more popular banker in the county than

Charles W. Keplinger. His sound judgment, unfailing courtesy and

genial personality has made him the ideal banker and man of affairs.
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Aside from banking, Mr. Keplinger has other important financial

and industrial interests. He was one of the organizers and is president
of the Metropolitan Paving Brick Company, one of the organizers and
is president of the Gordon Tire and Rubber Company, and is secretary
of the Artificial Ice and Storage Company, all of which are successful

concerns of Canton.
Mr. Keplinger is a member of the Canton Club, Congress Lake Club,

Lakeside Country Club, the Canton Chamber of Commerce, the Masons
and the Elks and belongs to Trinity Lutheran Church.

In 1885 Mr. Keplinger married Fannie, the daughter of the late

P. H. Barr of Canton, and they have two sous, Robert B. and John C.,

both of whom are engaged in business in Canton.

Will H. Stahl. It is in connection with the cause of education that

Will H. Stahl is best known to the people of Stark County, although his

activities in business and as the incumbent of public offices of importance
have contributed also to his reputation as a helpful, stirring citizen of

substantial worth. Prom 1881, however, he has always been in touch
with educational work, and his fine abilities as an instructor, combined
with his executive ability and progressive spirit, have done much to

elevate the standards of the public school system in Stark County.
Mr. Stahl was born at Carrollton, Carroll County, Ohio, April 29,

1861, and is a son of John P. and Barbara (Zinsmaster) Stahl, natives

of Germany. John P. Stahl came to the United States in 1850, being
then a young man of twenty years. He was employed as a miller until

the outbreak of the Civil war, when he enlisted in Company C, Fifty-

first Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, an organization with which he

served bravely and faithfully until wounded during participation in

Sherman’s march to the Atlantic, an injury from which he never
recovered, his death occurring at the field hospital at Mount Hope,
Georgia, June 10, 1864. Mrs. Stahl, who came to the United States as

a child of eight years, in 1847, survived him until 1897.

Will H. Stahl was reared in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, and in his

youth was given excellent educational advantages, attending the country
schools, the Canal Dover High School, and the Northern Ohio University,

at Ada. He began his career as a teacher in the fall of 1881, his first

school having been located near Shock’s Mill, in Canton Township, Stark
County. Later he taught in different localities until 1889. In 1888
he purchased a general store at Winfield, Ohio, but in 1889 established

himself in the dry goods business at Navarre and in 1890 at Dalton, Ohio,

and continued therein at both places for eight years. During the winter
tcrtn of 1892-93 he taught as superintendent of the Dalton, Wayne
County, village schools. Leaving the dry goods business, Mr. Stahl was
for two years bookkeeper in the Navarre Stoneware Company’s office,

but returned to teaching after one year and became superintendent of

the Navarre schools, a position which he retained one year, quitting on
account of poor health the winter of 1900-1. For four yeai's following,

he was foreman in Zinsmaster Brothers grain and implement warehouse,
and once again resumed teaching, as assistant high school teacher in the

Sugar Creek Township High School in the Village of Justus, where he
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remained four years. He was next assistant teacher at the Navarre High
School tor one year, and then became salesman for the Navarre Stone-
ware Company. After one more year, he was again drawn back to his
educational work as assistant high school teacher at Navarre, and in
1914 was appointed superintendent of schools for Supervisory District
No. 4. In 1915 this district was divided and he became superintendent
of schools of the part designated as Supervisory District No. 6, which
comprises all the schools of Sugar Creek Township, including the
villages of Brewster, Beach City, Wilmot and Justus, and one rural
school in Tuscarawas Township and two in Bethlehein Townshiio. Mr.
Stahl is one of the most efficient and popular educators in Stark County,
and many of his pupils of former years have attained to positioiis of
prominence in the various avenues of life’s endeavor.

Mr. Stahl is a member of the Ohio State Teachers’ Association and
the Northeastern Ohio Teachers’ Association, and holds a life certificate.

As a citizen he has been a stanch and helpful supporter of progressive
movements, and has done his full share in the line of public service,

having served capably as mayor of Navarre in 1898 and 1897, and in

the office of clerk of the village for eleven years, almost continuously,
also in his present capacity of clerk of Bethlehem Township for two
years. He is fraternally affiliated with the Knights of Pythias, the

Junior Order of United American Mechanics and the iModern Woodmen
of America.

Mrs. Stahl was formerly Miss Mary L. Lind, who was born in Canal
Dover, Ohio, the daughter of Jacob Lind. They have had four children,

namely : Eleonora C., who during the past ten years has been one of

the popular and capable teachers in the Navarre public schools; Edward
P., now a resident of Detroit, Michigan

;
Esther R., who became the wife

of AV. L. Pulton, now of Flint, Michigan, but formerly of Navarre
;
and

Prances L., who died in January, 1912, at the age of five years.

John AVhel.vn, Jr. AVhile Mr. AA^helan has lived for a number of

years at Massillon, one of its popular citizens, his business experience

has covered a wide field, particularly in the coal mining districts, and
both he and his father before him have for many years been prominent
as coal miners and operators in West Virginia, Ohio, and other states.

Mr. John Whelan Jr. is now general superintendent of the Massillon

Coal Mining Company, operating mines located in Stark and Wayne
counties. He is not entirely an office man, having had practical

experience in all departments of mining beginning when he was a boy.

Born at AA^adsworth, Ohio, March 6, 1878, he is a son of John and
Catherine (Blake) Whelan. His father, who was born in County Kil-

kenny, Ireland, came to the United States when about twenty years of

age. For several years he lived in Philadelphia. He was a coal miner

by trade, worked out of the sphere of an employee to an independent

operator, and also did a large amount of railroad construction as a sub-

contractor in different parts of the country. After his marriage he

located at AA’’adsworth, Ohio, and from that point operated a number of

coal mines. He is now living retired. His wife, Catherine Blake, was
born in the City of Cork, Ireland, and came when a young woman to

this country, living at Bloomington, IllinoiG, until her marriage.
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John Whelan, Jr., spent his early youth in Wadsworth, attended the

public schools, the Wadsworth Normal School, and finished with a

business course in the latter. In vacations and other times he worked
as a boy around the coal mines, made himself proficient in the various

departments and when twenty years of age was superintendent of mines
for the Card Coal Company of Cleveland. Pour years later he trans-

ferred his services as general superintendent to the Burton, BiedJer &
Phillips Company, with whom he spent five years. For the next three

years Mr. AVhelan was superintendent for the Youghiogheny & Ohio Coal
Company of Cleveland, and from there became connected with the M. A.

Hanna & Company of Cleveland as general superintendent of that com-

pany’s mines. The Hanna corporation operates the Massillon Mining
Company, and in addition Mr. Whelan has general supervision of its

mines in Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia. He has coal interests

of his own in the State of West Virginia.

Mr. Whelan is a member of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church at Massil-

lon, is a member of the Cleveland Coal Club, the Elks Club, and takes a

very active part in the Knights of Columbus. He married Miss Rosa A.

Selle of Akron, Ohio, daughter of Ferdinand Selle. Their two children

are named James and IMarie.

Elmer P. Reinoeiil. Few men have it in them to adapt themselves
to circumstances, to overcome handicaps, and make a better general suc-

cess of life than Elmer F. Reinoehl, now secretary-treasurer and general
manager of the Ohio Printing & Publishing Company of Massillon. His
has been an interesting career and will be told briefly as follows: He
was born on a farm five miles west of Massillon in Tuscarawas Township,
February 26, 1879, a son of J. William and Susan (Groff) Reinoehl.

The family was established in Stark County by his grandfather, William
Reinoehl, who was born in Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, and came to

Stai’k County in the ’80s, settling in Tuscarawas Township, where he
prospered and became owner of several fine farms. AVilliam Reinoehl
married Louisa Bowman, who was also a native of Lebanon Countv,
Pennsvlvania. The grandfather died during the ’70s and his wife

passed away in 1890. J. AVilliam Reinoehl was born in Tuscarawas
Township of Stark County in 1844. His wife, Susan Groff, was born in

Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1846, dauerhter of Benjamin Groff,

a native of the same state, who came to Ohio when his daughter Susau
was a child, and they settled in the same part of Stark County as the

Reinoehls, in Tuscarawas Township. J. AVilliam Reinoehl has spent all

his active career as a farmer, but has done a considerable business as a

contract driller in the coal districts. In 1861 lie enlisted in Comiiany F
of the One Hundred and Fourth Ohio Infantry at Massillon, and at

the close of thi-ee years of service re-enlisted as a veteran. He s'^rved

until wounded in the head at the battle of Franklin, Tennessee, one of

the last great battles in the Middle West. He lay on the batthdield for

twentv-fonr hours before he was taken to the hospital. Being incapaci-

tated by this wound, he was invalided home, and at the close of the war
received an honorable dischargi'. He made a splendid record as a
.soldier, and has long been one of the honored members of the Grand
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Ai’tny of the Republic in Stark County. His home is now at Criders-
ville, Washington Township. For several years he conducted a store
and was also postmaster of one of the smaller Stark County villages, and
has also given service as a school director.

Elmer F. Reinoehl was reared on the home farm until thirteen years
of age, and in the meantime attended school both in the country and at
Massillon. The turning point of his career came at the age of thirteen
when he met with an accident on the railroad, resulting in the loss of

one foot. While that closed to him any such active career as farming,
it was perhaps more than anything else a spur and incentive to a line

of work which has enabled him to perform a broad and use'ful service

in the world. He soon afterwards invested about $300 in a small print-

ing outfit and started in business as a printer while still attending school.

He worked at the case and with his press mornings, evenings and Satur-
days, but in a few years the printing business grew until he was obliged
to give it his entire attention, and consequently left school. In time he
made of it a quite profitable mail order business.

In 1900 Mr. Reinoehl bought the Geauga County Record at Chardon,
and then removed his printing plant to that town. He continued to

publish the Record until 1909, as a democratic paper. In 1905 he organ-
ized a stock company at Chardon, capitalized at $25,000, and bought the

only opposition paper, the Geauga Republican. He also bought the

Middleheld Times of Middlefield, and in his plant at Chardon he printed
all three papers, each one having its own editor. In the meantime Mr.
Reinoehl became a recognized leader in democratic politics in Geauga
County. In 1908 he was the democratic candidate for member of the

Legislature. As he found it difficult to mix business and politics, he

accordingly sold his controlling stock in the printing company. In 1908
he was a delegate to the National Democratic Convention from the

Chardon District, the nineteenth.

In 1909, Mr. Reinoehl having sold his interests in Geauga County,
came to Massillon and bought the old newspaper plant of the Daily

Gleaner. He renovated it, added new material, and established the

Reinoehl Printing Company. After the company had gone on for about

a year it was consolidated with the Ohio Printing & Publishing Com-
pany. Of this he is now secretary-treasurer and general manager.

While in Geauga County Mr. Reinoehl served as president of the

Democratic Executive and Central Committees for a number of years,

and for two years was chairman of the Nineteenth Congressional District

Committee. When nominated for the Legislature, as already mentioned,

he came within 400 votes of being elected, though the county presented

a normal ratio of four republicans to one democrat. Mr. Reinoehl is a

popular member of Chardon Lodge No. 190, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons.

In 1905 he married Miss Effie Zimmerman of Massillon, who was
born in that city in 1880, daughter of Charles and Ella (Stoner) Zim-

merman. They have one daughter, Eleanor Susan, born November 1,

1911.

The Ohio Printing & Publishing Company of Massillon was organized

in 1908 as The Ohio Novelty Manufacturing Company. It was iucor-
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porated the same year by Thomas C. Davies, John Igelstroem, H. W.
Williams, and Frank Stoner. The first board of directors comprised the

following well known names : N. W. Culbertson, J. A. Shardnagle,
R. W. Williams, PYank Stoner, John Igelstroem, Thomas C. Davis and
T. B. C. Voges. The first president was Mr. Igelstroem. In the spring
of 1910 the company was consolidated with the Reinoehl Printing Com-
pany, but was continued for a time under the original name. At that

time the capital was increased from $10,000 to $25,000. Mr. Elmer F.

Reinoehl was placed on the board of directors, made treasurer and
manager of the printing department. Mr. Williams continued as man-
ager of the novelty department. In October, 1910, Mr. Williams retired

and Mr. Reinoehl then became general manager of the company’s affairs.

His next change was in 1911 when the present title of the Ohio Printing

& Publishing Company was adopted, and the separation made so as to

allow the novelty manufacturing end to be continued under the original

name of the Ohio Novelty Manufacturing Company.
The present officers of this prosperous Massillon concern are : J. A.

Shardnagle, president; E. G. Pocock, vice president; Elmer F. Reinoehl,

secretary-treasurer and general manager. Besides these other members
of the board of directors are P. A. Taggart, a merchant, and Prank L.

Stoner, a contractor. The business of tlie Ohio Printing & Publishing
Company is largely the printing and handling as jobbers of calendars

and various advertising novelties. The company also does a large

amount of general printing, and has several salesmen that cover the Ohio
territory.

Philip Edward Miesmer. In commercial circles of the northern part

of Stark County, a name which has become well known in recent years is

that of Philip Edward Miesmer. For several years a factor in the busi-

ness life of Crystal Springs, in 1912 he came to Aultman, where he

assisted in the organization of the Aultman Co-Operative Company,
which under his management has since grown to important proportions.

Not only in mercantile circles, but in civic affairs, Mr. Miesmer has taken
an active and helpful part, and in 1915 received the appointment as

postmaster of Aultman, a capacity in which he has already shown him-
self possessed of the capacity to render valuable service to the com-
munity.

The career of Mr. Miesmer, like those of other men who have attained

successful positions in the business life of Stark County, was started on
the farm. He was born on his father’s property near Crystal Springs, in

Jackson Township, Stark County, Ohio, November 16, 1868, and is a son

of Philip and Elizabeth (Porr) Miesmer. His fatbei" was born in Ger-
many, and came to this country when his parents decided there was a

better future for themselves and their children in the United States, he
being at that time a. lad of twelve years, whose only advantages were a

public school education and an anibilion to make something of himself.

The family located at Ma.ssillon, Ohio, where Philip Miesmer, as a youth,

learned the trade of blacksmith, and continued to follow that vocation

throughout his career, a hard-woi-king, industrious man, who made the

most of his opportunities and always acted honorably in his dealings with
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his fellowmen. He was just making a success of life, when his death
occurred in 1885, he being then forty-seven years of age. At the time
of Ids marriage, Mr. Miesmer had purchased a farm in Jackson Town-
ship, Stark County, but continued to follow his trade, the farm work
being carried on by hired help. The mother, who was born at Coshocton,
Sullivan County, New York, survived him until 19U5, and was sixty-two
years of age at the time of her demise. In the family there were eight

daughters and one son, as follows : Anna, who became the wife of Philip
E. Moock, general manager of the Canton Electric and Engineering Com-
pany

;
Philip E., of this notice; Clara, who became the wife of Henry

Pashbauch, Wilson Electric Company of Canton; Elizabeth, who is the

widow of Thomas Fashhauch
;
Eleanora, who is the wife of Henry Ries, of

Crystal Springs, who is now a resident of Akron, where he is connected
with the rubber works; Edith, who became the wife of Charles Platt, an
electrical worker, who met his death in 1913 by electrocution as a result

of the coming into contact with a live wire while engaged in work for

the City Fire Department, Canton
;
Bertha, who became the wife of

Otto Kuligorski, of Crystal Springs formerly, but now of Dalton, Ohio;
Harriet, who is the wife of Harvey Dunn, of Albion, Michigan, their

present place of residence
;
and Maude, who is the wife of Cyrus Large,

who is a member of the City Fire Department, Akron.
The only son of his parents, the boyhood and youth of Philip Edward

Miesmer were passed on the home farm and there he worked faithfully

until reaching the age of twenty-four years. As a boy he attended the

Stover District School, where he obtained his educational training during
the winter terms, and when his schooling was completed he spent a part

of each year as a woi-ker in the mines. At the time of his marriage, in

1902, Mr. Miesmer left the farm and turned his attention to mercantile

lines, as secretary of the Crystal Springs Co-Operative Company, a con-

cern which he had helped to organize. He remained as manager of the

store there until 1912, in which year he changed his residence and busi-

ness headcpiarters to the thriving little community of Aultman, joining

the company of progressive business men who founded the Aultman Co-
Operative Company. Mr. Miesmer ’s experience and training in this line

of endeavor made him the logical candidate for the office of manager, and
to this he was appointed. His energetic efforts have resulted in the de-

velopment of an important business institution, which is now considered

in the light of a necessary commercial adjunct and which attracts its

trade from all over this part of Stark County. The success of Mr. Mies-

mer has been self attained and each step upward in his career has been
accomplished only after earnest and well directed effort. A stanch and
active democrat, he has worked hard for the success of his party, and
March 16, 1915, his loyalty was rewarded when he received the appoint-

ment as postmaster of Aultman, a position in which he has endeavored
faithfully to serve the best interests of the people. Mr. Miesmer is well

known fraternally, belonging to Greentown Lodge No. 450, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows; Clinton Tjodge No. 47, of the Masons; Massillon

Stark Tent No. 186, Knights of the Maccabees, and Garfield Council No.

118, Junior Order Unitecl American Mechanics. IMrs. Miesmer is a mem-
ber of Perseverance Council, Daughters of America, and, like her husband,

has numerous friends in fraternal circles.





>
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Mr. Miesmer was married in 1902 to Miss Eliza Ries, who was born
near Crystal Springs, Ohio, in Jackson Township, daughter of Martin
and Sophia (Pitts) Ries, residents of Crystal Springs. To this union
there have been born the following children : Lillian May, who holds

a position with the Snyder Grocery Company, at Akron, and is considered

an accomplished young business woman
;
Ruth Ellen, who is her father ’s

assistant in the postoffice and acts as clerk in the store; Irene Verde, who
also served as clerk in the store at Aultman; Vearl Clifford, who is work-
ing as a machinist for the Hoover Manufacturing Company, of New
Berlin, Ohio; and Cletus Philip, Mildred C. and Gladys Lucille, who
reside with their parents and are attending school at Aultman.

^ William Soule, M. S., Ph. D. As a proper memorial to the many
years of distinguished services rendered by the late Doctor Soule to

Mount Union College at Alliance and to the cause of education and
science at large, the following article has been prepared for this publi-

cation by Martin L. D’Ooge, professor emeritus of Greek and member
of the class of 1862 of the University of Michigan:

Dr. William Soule was born at Dover Plains, New York, December
5, 1834, and died at Alliance, Ohio, April 18, 1914.

He was the only son of John Benson Soule and Jane Tabor Soule.

His father was a descendant of George Soule, who came from England
in the Mayflower and was one of the signers of the Cape Cod Compact.
On his mother’s side he traced his descent from John and Priscilla Alden.
His immediate ancestors for several generations lived in the eastern

-part of New York near the Connecticut state line.

Dr. Soule’s father was an intelligent business man, who was fond of

books and had been at one time a teacher. AVilliam inherited his father’s

fondness for reading and received from him his earliest schooling. His
mother was a domestic woman who looked well after the comfort of her
family. The home life was a quiet and peaceful one.

After attending the school of his native town Doctor Soule went to

Armenia Seminary to prepare for college. This seminary was then a
flourishing school under the direction of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and was presided over by Cyrus D. Foss, who later became a well known
bishop of that church. In JMarch, 1858, Doctor Soule entered the Uni-
versity of Michigan and was admitted to the freshman class in advanced
standing. He was graduated in 1861 with the degree of Bachelor of

Science. In college as in all his life he was remarkable for his studious
habits, his gentle manner and his high sense of duty. His favorite studies

were scientiflc and his most inspiring teachers were Alexander Winchell
in geology and botany, Andrew D. White in history, and Chancellor Tap-
pan in philosophy. But he made special studies in chemistry and for

Ins woi’k in this science he received a special diploma. In 1861 he
returned to the university and took post-graduate courses in chemistry
and entomology, for which he received the Mastei’’s degree in 1862.

Alount Union College honored itself in 1881 hy conferring upon Doctor
Soule the degree of Doctor of Philo.sophy.

'file calling of the teaclnn' eai'ly attracted Doctor Soule. Soon after

gr-aduation In* taught cln'inistiy, physic's and botany foi' a rear in tin*
Col. iii-ir.
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high school of his native town. For the thirteen years following he
taught these sciences in the Cazenovia Seminary in the State of New
York. During this time he was volunteer meteorological observer for

the Smithsonian Institute, and later he rendered a similar service to

the national weather bureau.
In August, 1880, he was appointed professor of physics and chemis-

try in Mount Union College, Alliance, Ohio, a position which he filled

with eminent satisfaction until 1904, a period of twenty-four years of

successful and faithful labor. In addition to his regular work he gave
instruction also for a part of the time in geology and mineralogy, and,

as if this were not enough to tax his strength and occupy his time, he
was also charged with the care of the college library, which he rearranged
and classified with much labor. The burden he tried to carry proved too

great for his health, which before he came to Mount Union College had
broken down, and to repair which he had to retire for a while from active

service. At the close of the academic year of 1904 his broken health com-
pelled him to sever his connection with the college which he had served
so long and so well. In his retirement he tried to occupy himself with
various lighter tasks, but even these became too burdensome for his

failing strength.

Dr. Soule was a great reader. His students called him “a walking
encyclopedia.” He aimed to keep abreast with the rapid advance of

the sciences w'hich he taught. His merits as a scholar were recognized

outside of his own community. In 1884 he became a member of the

American Association for the Advancement of Science, and in 1899 he

was honored by an election as fellow of that learned body. He was a
charter member of the Ohio State Academy of Science. In 1894 he was
invited to read a paper before the International Congress of Applied
Chemistry that met in Brussels. He was elected in the fall of 1912 as

a member of the Royal Geographical Society of England and invited to

read a paper before it. Failing health compelled him to decline this

invitation. His attainments in his chosen fields of study were such that

he was urged to make some permanent contribution to science in the

form of a book or monograph, but his native modesty, together with

the numerous demands upon his time and strength, prevented him from
rendering this additional service.

Doctor Soule identified himself in early manhood with the Methodist

Episcopal Church, of which he became an influential member. For
many years he held an important office in his local church and taught a

Bible class. While Doctor Soule never held any political office his

influence as a member of the republican party was pronounced and per-

sistent in favor of high ideals of citizenship and of good government.

At the close of his student days in May, 1862, Doctor Soule married

Miss Adelia E. White, the youngest daughter of Mr. Eber AYhite, one

of the pioneers and prominent citizens of Ann Arbor, Michigan. Mr.
Soule was survived by his wife and by two daughters, both former stu-

dents at Mount Union College. The older daughter, Stella, was the

wife of Dr. Darwin W. Waugh, a successful physician of Brooklyn,

New York. She died within a year after the death of her father, pass-

ing away at her home in Brooklyn, New York, April 14, 1915. The
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younger daughtei*, Marion, lives with her mother and is a music teacher

and organist of local renown.
On a beautiful spring day in April all that was mortal of Doctor

Soule was laid to rest in the Forest Hill Cemetery at Ann Arbor. Such
is the record of this man who lived laborioiis days and did his duty
well, and of whom it may fittingly be said what one of our English poets

wrote of “the first true gentleman that ever breathed,” that he had “a
soft, meek, patient, humble, tranquil spirit.”

Carl Henry Meyer. Mr. Meyer’s position in the atfairs of the City

of Canton is that of au educator, in connection with the department of

science in the Central High School. He has been connected with the high
school at Canton for fifteen years, and while thoroughly fortified in

scientific and general scholarship, is pre-eminently a teacher, and his suc-

cess and long retention in the Canton schools are abundant testimony of

his qualifications as an educator.

Carl Henry Meyer was born at Gahanna, Ohio, a suburb of Columl)us,

on July 21, 1880. His parents w'ere Louis F. and xVnna (Eiler) Meyer,
both of whom are now residents of Canton. His fatlier was born in Da.y-

ton, Ohio, and Ms mother in Germany, having been lirought to the United
States when a girl. Louis F. Meyer was educated in the Capital University

at Columbus and studied theology in the seminary connected with that

institution. After his graduation and ordination his first pastoral charge
was at Gahanna, and in 1882 he came to Canton and became pastor of

what is now the First German Lutheran Church. He served that society

continuously for twenty-seven years, and after this long and capable

service retired from the ministry in 1909, biit has since kept his home in

Canton. He is now in his sixty-seventh year.

Carl II. Meyer has spent practically all his life in Canton, and his

early education was acquired by attendance at the parochial schools of

the Lutheran Church, where he was instructed both in German and Eng-
lish languages. He afterwards entered the East Fourth Street Public
School, and continued iintil graduating from Central High School in

1899. His higher education was attained at Lima College in Lima, Ohio,

where in 1902 he graduated A. I>. and B. S.

Mr. Meyer began teaching at the Central High School in tlie fall of

1902. Ilis first subjects were botany and algebra, and since that time he
has taught in nearly all the departments. He has been instructor in the

science department since 1908. In the meantime he has spent several

summer vacations in post-graduate study at the Ohio State University, and
now has almost sufficient credits to entitle him to his Master’s degree.

Mr. Meyer is a member of the Central Association of Science and Mathe-
matic Teachers and of the Northeastern Ohio Teachers Association. He
was for seven years a member of the Stark County Board of School
Examiners. Since 1909 he has had charge of the local weather station

under the auspices of the Federal Government.
Mr. Meyer married Ida A. Mack, ol‘ Canton, daughter of Heni-y E.

Mack, of the old Canton family of that name. Their children are two in

number: Miriam Albertine, and Harold Henry.
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Bernard C. Bates. A flourishing enterprise 6f Alliance, which has
contributed materially to the commercial importance of the city, the
Alliance Hardware Company since its inception in 1906 has shown a
steady and pleasing growth, testifying eloquently to the ability and
resource of the men whose interests are wrapped up in its life. The
success of this concern may be accredited in large measure to the sterling

efforts of its secretary, treasurer and general manager, Bernard C. Bates,

than wdiom there is probably no better known man in the hardware trade
in Ohio.

Mr. Bates was born at Osnaburg, Stark County, Ohio, March 4, 1851,

and is a son of Charles and Frances Bates. The father, a native of Ger-
many, came to the United States about the year 1850 and located at

Osnaburg, Stark County, where for some years he was proprietor of the

hotel known as the Cross Keys Tavern. Subsequently he removed to

Canton, and in 1864 to Louisville, Stark County, where he l^eeame pro-

prietor of a grocery store and boarding house, a venture w’ith wdiich he
was identified until his death in 1886, being survived by Mrs. Bates
several years. Of five children all are residenfs of Stark County except

a daughter who lives in Des Moines, the others being : Mrs. J. H. Bruner,
of Alliance; Ed C. Bates, manager of the Buckeye Jack Company; R. C.

Bates, a jeweler of Alliance; and Bernard C.

Bernard C. Bates was thirteen years of age when his parents removed
to Louisville, Ohio, and there his education was completed in the public

schools. He was nineteen years of age when he entered upon his career

in the capacity of clerk in the hardware store of Henry Miller, at Alliance,

and thus engaged in the business in which his life was destined to be

passed. After remaining with Mr. Miller for ten years, Mr. Bates decided

to engage in business on his owm account, and accordingly founded a

company for the manufacture of pocket knives, but after one year dis-

posed of his interests therein and became a commercial salesman for the

McIntosh Hardware Company of Cleveland, Ohio. For upwards of a

quarter of a century he covered the same territory in Northeast Ohio, and
probably no man in the state has a wider acquaintance among hardware
men. In 1906, leaving the road, Mr. Bates formed a partnership with
Mr. W. II. Ramsey, and organized the present business, the Alliance

Hardware Com])any, as successor to the firm of Crowl & Devinnie. At
that time Mr. Ramsey became president, while Mr. Bates was made secre-

tary and treasurer, and has continued as general manager in directing the

business of the house. In addition to general shelf and heavy hardware,
the firm specializes in heating and plumbing appliances, roofing and sheet

metal work, and from twenty-five to thirty-five men are employed in the

various departments as the trade demands. The store may be said to be a

model of its kind, and under its present management the business is

enjoying a very satisfactory tradk Mr. Bates has not allowed outside

interests to interfere with his busine.ss. He has long been prominent in

the State and National Hardware associations, being ex-president of the

former and a delegate to the latter. The Ohio State Hardware Dealers

Association has about 1,000 members, with about half that many honorary
members, and is one of the most important ti'ade organizations of Ohio.

Its annual conventions, held only in the larger cities, give opportunity
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for the display and introduction of new goods and the extension of

acquaintance, resulting in great general benefits to dealers, salesmen and
manufacturers everywhere.

Mr. Bates was married to Miss Etta Snider, of Salem, Ohio, who prior

to her marriage was a teacher in the public schools of Alliance. She was
the mother of two daughters: one who married T. L. Lowe and died in

New Mexico; and Etta S., who lives at home with her father. The pres-

ent Mrs. Bates was formerly Miss Margaret Heacock, and was also of

Salem, Ohio.

The editors are in receipt of a communication from tlie secretary-

treasurer of the McIntosh Hardware Corporation of Cleveland, with

which Mr. Bates was so long identified, and the expressions of esteem for

his long service are so unusual and commendatory that it is only just to

conclude this brief sketch with some quotations from the letter: “]\Ir.

Bates commenced with our concern, The McIntosh Hardware Corporation,

about the year 1881 and represented us as a salesman on the road for I

think from 25 to 30 years, and was one of the most genial and successful

traveling salesmen. Owing to Mr. Bates’ thorough reliability, he had a

great many strong friends among the retail hardwai’e dealers throughout
his territory, and I think without exaggeration I can say that these retail

hardware dealers felt toward him more as a friend than as a traveling

salesman calling to do business. I am sure they were always as glad to

see him as he was to see them, and they felt any business they did with
him would be handled in a manner entirely satisfactory to them, and
which I am sure was the case and I know their confidence was never
misplaced. It would be interesting for you to know that during the en-

tire time Mr. Bates traveled for us I don’t believe he had a single misun-
derstanding with any customer. I don’t believe that he ever lost a

customer tliat he or our company cared to retain. This is a very excep-
tional record, and one that Mr. Bates should be proud of. It was with
regret that we were compelled to part with his services when he resigned
to enter the retail hardware business in Alliance, but feeling it was to

his personal interest to make this change and having such a personal
interest in him, the only thing we could do was to accept his resignation

and extend to him our very best wishes for his futiu’e success.”

Hon. John G. AVarwick. A man who attained special eminence not
only in Stark County but in the state and nation, was the late John G.
Warwick of Massillon. In the early ’50s he was known to a very limited

circle as clerk in a small store at Navarre. Forty years later when he
died, he was tilling the office of congressman from the Ohio district in-

cluding Stark County, and for yeai's liad been one of the most conspicuous
figures in mercliandising, railroad building, and the financial and political

life of Stark County.
He came to America a young Ii’ishinan, having been born in County

Tyrone, li'cland, December 23, 1830. Educated in his native land, he
came to America in 1850 wit limit friends and without resources. After
a brief stay in Philadelphia he arrived at Navarre in Stark County, and
soon was employed as clerk and bookkeeper in a store. He was there two
yeai's, and in 1853 engaged in the dry goods business at IMassillon. He
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was soon prospering and in a few years his interests had a greatly ex-

panded scope. lie became the princijial owner of the Sippo Valley Mills,

and late in the decade of the ’60s identified himself actively with rail-

roads, -serving as a director in the Massillon & Cleveland, the AATieeling

and Lake Erie, and the Cleveland and Alarietta Railway companies. Still

later he turned his attention to coal mining, and in that industry became
one of the largest operators in Ohio. From 1872, in which year he sold

out his mercantile interests at Massillon, he was one of the most prominent
men in the industrial affairs of Ohio. He helped to organize the Massillon

Building & Loan Association, which he served as president for a time;

was a director in the Massillon AVater Company, and was a stockholder in

nearly every important enterprise launched in Alassillon during the years
following the war and up to his death.

In the democratic party he was long one of the distinctive leaders in

the state. In 1883 he was elected lieutenant governor of Ohio on the

democratic ticket with George Hoadly as governor. He presided over the

Senate when Henry Payne was elected to the United States Senate. The
culminating success of his political career came in 1 890, when he was the

democratic candidate for Congress and contested the district with the late

AVilliaui McKinley. Major McKinley had additional prestige through his

previous service and was at that time occupying the seat in Congress to

which Mr. AVarwick aspired. After a closely contested campaign Mr.
Warwick was elected and enjoyed the distinction of being the only man
who ever defeated Major McKiidey in an election. During the sessions

of Congress which began in 1891, Mr. AA^arwiek proved himself the worthy
siiecessor to the distinguished McKinley. He soon gained a following at

AYashington and was one of the valued advisers to his party in the national

legislature.

Air. AVarwick died in New York City, where he was attending to some
business interests, on August 14, 1892, before the close of his term as

congressman. In 1864 he married Alarie E. Lavake, whose father was a
native of Prussia, Germany, and after settling in Baltimore became
prominent as a merchant. Airs. AA^arwick is still living, and is one of the

best known and most highly esteemed ladies of Alassillon.

Judge Jacob A. Ambler. One of Ohio’s most distinguished men was
the late Judge AmlJer, who for nearly fifty years was either in the active

practice of law or engaged in his duties as a judge or congressman.
AAdiile his residence for the greater part of the time was at Salem, he was
almost as well known in Canton, and it was in that city that he died.

One of his sons is now a prominent la^\^mr of Canton.

Jacob A. Ambler was born at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, February 18,

1829, and died at Canton, Ohio, September 22, 1906. His parents, Henry
and Hannah Ambler, emigrated from England in 1822 and settled at

Pittsburg. The late Judge Ambler received his early education in the

public schools of Allegheny City, Pennsylvania, and in 1849, began read-

ing law in the office of his brother, the late Henry Ambler, at Salem, Ohio.

Admitted to the bar in Cincinnati in 1851, he began active practice at

Salem as a partner with his brother, and later was associated with Judge
Peter A. Lanbie. His practice soon extended over the counties of Stark,
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Mahoning, Tuscarawas and other sections of Eastern Ohio, and for a

number of years he ranked easily with the most eminent members of the

Ohio bar. In 1857 he was elected a member of the Ohio Legislature, and
after one term resigned to accept appointment from Governor Salmon P.

Chase as .judge of the Common Pleas Court. In 1868 he was elected from
the Seventeenth Ohio Congressional District, afterwards the Eighteenth
district, and known as the McKinley District, including Stark County,
and served during the Forty-first and Forty-second congresses. lie de-

clined renomination for a third term in order to resume the practice of

law. President Arthur appointed him a member of the United States

Tariff Commission in 1882, and he gave the benefit of his counsel in the

investigations and findings reported by that body. During the later

years of his active law practice Judge Ambler was chiefly identified with

corporation law and was counsel for many important manufacturing
concerns.

Judge Ambler had become a member of the republican party at its

organization, and had lifelong friendships with state and national leaders

in that party, including William McKinley, John Sherman, Marcus A.

Hanna and others.

In 1852 Judge Ambler married Mary Steele, daughter of Andrew and
Sarah Steele of Salem, Ohio. Mrs. Ambler died in 1898. Their surviving
children are : Judge Byron S. Ambler, a former United States federal

judge in the Philippines, and now a resident of Washington, D. C.
;
Judge

Ralph S. Ambler, former common pleas judge of Stark County, and now
one of the leading members of the bar at Canton

;
Mrs. IM. C. McNabb, wife

of the well known Youngstown attorney; Mrs. F. E. McManus, wife of a

minister at Upper Marlboro, Maryland.
Judge Ambler was buried from his Salem home, and a number of

Ohio’s leading men attended the funeral and paid the trilmtes of long
friendship. In the services held at Canton, Justice AVilliam R. Day of

the United States Supreme Coiu’t, a lifelong friend of Judge Ambler,
paid him a notable tribute in an address which is quoted as follows:

“We are gathered to pay a last tribute of affection and respect to an
honorable life, now closed after a notable career. AA^ords of fulsome
praise could never be more out of place than in the brief service of this

hour. Jacob A. Ambler never uttered them of others, and he would have
rejected them with scorn for himself. A life of seventy-seven years

—

nearly fifty of which were passed betwemi the public service of the state

and nation and the activities of an engrossing profession—cannot pass
unnoticed.

“Judge Ambler, as he has been familiarly called since 1859, when his

friend and fellow laborer in the cause of liberty, Salmon P. Chase, then
governor of Ohio, named him, though only thirty years of age, for judicial

place, was a man of strong character and clear intellect. He filled the

most difficult of judicial positions—that of a nisi ])rius judge—with im-

partial fairness and ability to the entii'c ac.cei)tance of the bar and the

people. He came to the duties of manhood thi-ough the gateway familiar

to so many eminent Ameilcans, of earnest effoid for himself and reliance

u])on his own res-ources. At tlie early age of twenty-two he was admitted
to the i)ractice of tin' |)i'oFessiou of the law, which for half a century he
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steadily pursued, save when called to public service, and in which he was
destined to achieve an acknowledged leadership among the great names
of Ohio’s bar.

“Judge Ambler was undoubtedly ambitious of professional success,

and had a strong man’s satisfaction in the victories of forensic warfare,

but he never stooped to conquer. He rejoiced to wear the palm of victory

when it was honorably won, but it never so much as occurred to his honest
mind and purpose that he might filch triumph from an adversary by
unworthy means. He made war for his clients in the open and with his

banner carried high in air. Artifice and trick were not among his

weapons. If he struck hard blows they were fair ones. Independence
was the leading feature of his character. He acted upon his own judg-
ment, fearlessly and with i^erfeet courage.

‘
‘ Devoted to his profession,, he gave much thought and investigation to

public questions and rendered important service to the state and nation.

He was associated with the great men of his state, and the early days of

the party of his choice, and his voice rang out for greater freedom and
the restriction of the bounds of human slavery. In the national council

he met on equal terms the leaders of the country and left a strong impress
on the public thought and legislation of his time.

“Judge Ambler was a friendly man. He loved to encourage the

young men of his calling and was ever ready with advice and help to

less brilliant and well-equipped professional brethren. There is a curtain

which the hajid of friendship may not push aside too rudely
;
but no

summary of his character and career, however brief, would be just which
would not speak of his love of home and family. Those, and they are

many, who enjoyed the hospitality of his fireside, could not fail to observe

that it was there he had ‘garnered up his heart’ and had the keenest

enjoyment of his successful life. The strong man never faltered until

the finger of death was laid upon the beloved companion of his yoiith and
manhood. A changed man from that day, he seemed to calmly wait until

the summons should come to him. In the homes of his children he found
such peace and consolation as was left to the rest of his earthly journey.

“His professional brethren reverently follow him to the last resting

place today and movirn the loss of a leader endeared to them by his friend-

ship. His career strengthened the confidence of the people in the pure
and fearless administration of the law, and was an example of faithfulness

to public and private duty which we may well emulate. To those Avho

follow him and bear his honored name we extend our heartfelt sympathy
in their bereavement. He has left them precious legacy of a life of spot-

less purity and the memory of a character without fear and without
reproach. Honored and beloved in life, his departure is lamented as a

loss of a great and true man by all who number it among their privileges

to have known him and enjoyed his friendship.”

At the services held in Salem the chief figure was the late Judge
Robert W. Tayler, judge of the United States courts in the Eastern Dis-

trict of Ohio. He had likewise been a close personal friend of Judge
Ambler for many years, and what he said in large part serves to supple-

ment the character sketch given -by Judge Day. Judge Tayler said:

“Thirty years ago I first came to know Judge Ambler. Pie was in the
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prime of his intellectual and physical manhood and at the meridian of

his professional life. During the following twenty years he had such
career as no man in Columbiana county ever had. He was the unchal-

lenged leader of its bar. He stood in his class alone. Active, industrious,

careful, intense, high-minded, eloquent, successful, he was a great lawyer
and a great man. He did not need to die to have that praise accorded
him. It was said of him daily while living, and it is therefore easy and
truthful to say it of him now. Many of us have known him long. Some
of us have especially known him in the work to which he gave his life.

Upon us who knew him as a lawyer and as a man he made a most profound
impression. The struggles, triumphs and defeats of the bar arouse many
animosities. Sometimes they are lasting. A man of Judge Ambler’s
force and temperament must needs have had his share of these. He did

not shirk them if they came. He gave as good and as many as he got, but
everybody knew it. There was no remote corner of his memory where
such things were laid away. If he had them he wore them on his sleeve

for all men to know. So whatever comes as the price of success, or with
the sting of defeat, came with our professional associations with this

great lawyer. Some of us were especially drawn to him as a man, but all

had and expressed an unqualified admiration of him as a lawyer. This
was so true that I have often said that no man ever so profoundly influ-

enced the younger members of this bar as did Judge Ambler. He had a

very exalted idea of the duty which lawyers owe to each other. The
ethics of the profession he believed in and acted upon to the utmost limit.

If he agreed to do or not to do, that was the end of it. To him the law
was a most honorable profession, and he signalized his own conception by
being a most high-minded and honorable member of it. And so it resulted

that with his fascinating personality, his extraordinary acuteness and
mental activity, his profound learning, his marvelous memory, his cour-

age, his integrity and his great success he became a model which young
lawyers sought to imitate.

“The finest thing in life is strength—strength of soul, strength of

purpose, strength of mind—and the outcome of these in robust, useful

and effective deeds. Tliere can be no very useful goodness without
strength. Our good intentions Imt animate our vain regrets when we
find ourselves not strong enough to do the right. There can be no very
great accomplishment of knowledge if it be not accompanied by strength.

Wisdom is a dead and useless handmaiden if we have not sturdy j^mq^ose
and real courage to endow it. Therefore do 1 praise strength—the
strengtii lliat knowing flie I'ight does it; the strength that accompanying
a conviction makes it IJossom into a great fact of life. The eliief charac-
teristic of tliis maJi was strength—the kind of strengtli that I have .just

described. Strong he was in soul, in mind, and in liis affections. Such
weaknesses as he, in common with his fellow mortals, may have had, wei'c

but the incidents of his temperament. He was steadfast and courageous
and absolutely honest in liis convictions and iiqliis conduct. Ilis mind
was more acute and conipT'elicnsivo and ])ainstaking, l)ut always he
exhaled strength, the j)ower of his convictions, the force and certainty
of bis coiirag(‘, the magnificent imle})emlence of bis acts; these were
always manifest, and wei’e bis cbief and splendid attributes. He was
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the only man I ever knew who added to a marvelous acuteness and
quickness of intellect the incongruous associates of a most profound
conservatism and an amazing accuracy. This was but an expression of

that strength which could put a bridle on his abounding intellectual

activity. Of the strength of his affections no tongue can fitly or fully

speak. It is known in the hearts only that grieve today.

“There was in Judge Ambler a sturdy, old-fashioned kind of hon-
esty wdiich was as much a mark of his intellecti^al force and independence
as of his moral nature. Dishonesty of any kind was abhorrent both to

his mind and his conscience. He delighted to know that the results of

his efforts and the success which came to him were due to his own work,
unaided by any adventitious force either of right or of wrong. He was
so independent that he wanted to stand always upon his strength, and
find in his own self respect the reward of his efforts.

“It is difficult often to say how, in a community in which a man of

wide repute has long lived, that man is appraised. After a close obser-

vation of his life and methods for twenty-five years, and recognizing

more year after year his strength of character and the force of his

intellect, I am induced to say what I have said before—that considered

as a combination of industry, of force, of discriminating intellect, and
of capacity for constant and effective accomplishment, I never knew
an abler man than this man Avhose mortal tenement lies here before us.

“There is much more that ought to be said when such a man is

taken away, but I cannot say it I have done the. best I can He was
to me at once an incentive and an example, and nothing in all my life

has so influenced me as what I thought and think he stood for in the

practice of our great profession I think we shall look on his like no
more. ’ ’

Hon. Ralph S. Ambler. Both actual and acknowledged leadership

in the Stark County bar is accorded the firm of Pomerene, Ambler &
Pomerene, the senior member of which now represents Ohio in the United
States Senate, while Mr. Ambler has for thirty years been successfully

identified with the bench and bar of Canton as one of the foremost
lawyers of the state. Mr. Ambler has had a varied experience in official

and public life prior to the formation of his present legal partnership,

and his reputation is especially secure through his long and capable

services as .iudge of the Court of Common Pleas.

Ralph S. Ambler was born at Salem, Columbiana County, Ohio, July

24, 1859, a son of Hon. Jacob A. and Mary Ann (Steele) Ambler. His
father is at once recognized as having been one of Ohio’s greatest

lawyers and most prominent public leaders. He had a long and dis-

tinguished career. A native of Pittsburg, he came to Ohio about the

time he reached his majority, located at Salem in Columbiana County,

and after his admission to the bar practiced in all the surrounding

counties and in fact all over the state, and was well known in Canton,

perhaps as much so as any member of the Stark County bar. Early in

his career he served as a member of the Ohio State Legislature and
afterwards was elected a ji^dge of the Court of Common Pleas for the

Ninth Judicial District, which at that time included Stark County.
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Thus, while a resident of Columbiana County, his relations were
unusually intimate with Stark County. For four years he was one of

the ablest members of the Ohio delegation in Congress, having been
elected in 1868 and re-elected, serving from 1868 to 1872. In 1882
President Arthur appointed Mr. Ambler a member of the National
Tariff Commission. His death occurred in Canton, September 27, 1907,

while visiting his son. His wife was the daughter of Maleolmsou Steele.

Ralph S. Ambler grew up in Columbiana County, attended the Salem
public schools and the Salem Select Quaker School, and was graduated
from Adelbert College with the class of 1883 and the degree Bachelor
of Arts. He had a distingmished instructor in the law in the pQ’son of

his father, and after a thorough course of reading in the elder’s office

was admitted to the bar in 1885. Mr. Ambler removed to Canton and
began the practice of law in 1886 with partnership with Judge Henry A.
Wise under the firm name of Wise & Ambler. Subsequently Col. J. J.

Clark became associated with him under the name of Clark & Ambler,
and with the admission of Mr. Clark’s son George II., the title of the

firm was Clark, Ambler & Clark.

Mr. Ambler was appointed to fill out the unexpired term of Judge
Isaac H. Taylor on the Common Pleas bench, and in 1900 was elected

judge of that court and re-elected in 1905, serving more than two full

terms. After leaving the bench in 1911 and resuming private practice,

Mr. Ambler became a member of the firm of Pomerene, Ambler
Pomerene.

Judge Ambler is president of the Stark County Bar Association,

the Stark County Law Library Association and is a member of the Ohio
State Bar Association. By his marriage to Mary Eva Phillips, daughter
of Dr. Thomas II. Phillips, now deceased, of Canton, Judge Ambler has
one son, Phillips Ambler, aged thirteen years.

Pmup Eiward Moock. To the constimctive enterprise of Philip

E. Moock Canton owes the establishment of one of its most important
industrial enterprises, the Canton Engineering & Electric Company, of

which Mr. Moock is secretary, treasurer and general manager. He has
more recently taken the chief executive responsibilities of the Canton
Motor Car Company. Mr. Moock is a native of Stark County, and his

business experience has been a progressive ascent from humble to im-

portant responsihil ities.

He was born on a farm about six miles north of Massillon Novem-
ber 6, 1863. His parents Jacob J. and Eva (Mueller) Moock were
natives of Germany, where they were married, and where four of

their childi’en were born. Tlie family emigrated to the United States
in 1851, coming direct to Stark County and locating on a farm near that
on which Philip E. Moock was horn. Later they bought the latler farm,
and the pa7vnts continued to live there as cpiiet hut suhstanlial farmers
the I'est of llidr lives. The mother ])assed away in 1890 at Ihe age of
sixty-seven, and the falher attained neaily the age of eighty-three, his

death occurring in 1900. Their children who gi-ew to matuilty were:
Elizabeth; (hdherine, now deceased; Sarah; Jacob J.

;
John; Henry,

deceased; Lulu; and Philip E.
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Mr. jMoock grew uj) on the old homestead farm, and from that en-

vironment and from sneh edncation as he coidd obtain in the district

schools he derived the chief influences which formed his youthful char-

acter. He remained on the farm until about twenty-three years of age,

and during the last few winters had been employed as an engineer at one

of the neighboring coal mines. His early inclinations were for mechanical
pursuits, and in 1883 he left the farm and went to Massillon to take a

position with the Russell Engine Company of that city. For nine years

he was one of the most trusted employes of that company. In 1896 he

took charge as chief engineer of the plant of the Canton Light, Heat &
Power Company, and carried those responsibilities until Janiaary, 1904.

Having resigned, he accepted a position as traveling salesman for the

Pittsburg Gauge & Supply Company, and soon afterwards removed his

family to Pittsburg. In the interests of that company he traveled all

over the United States, selling their steam specialties and oiling systems.

Later the company sent him to take charge of the branch house in New
York City.

Mr. ^ftloock having resigned from the Pittsburg company in the

latter paid of 1906 returned to Canton, and on January 1, 1907, com-
l^leted the organization and incorporation of the Canton Engineering
& Electric Company, which was the first large concern of its kind estab-

lished in the city. In this company he became treasurer and manager,
and there was a reorganization in 1911, at which time Frank L. Cole of

Canton became president, S. C. Glutting of Akron became vice presi-

dent, with Mr. Moock as secretary, treasurer and general manager.
When the Canton IMotor Car Company was reorganized in 1910, Mr.

IMoock’s skillful services were brought to the affairs of that organization

in the office of president, and he is now officially identified with these

two concerns, among the most important of their kind in Northeastern

Ohio.

He is a member of the Canton Chamber of Commerce, the Rotary
Club, the Young Men’s Christian Association, is a Mason and an Elk,

and has membership in the Trinity Reformed Church. Mr. Moock mar-
ried Miss Anna Valeria Miesmer, who was born on a farm close to tliat

on which her husband first saw the light of day. Her father, Philip

Miesmer, was horn in Germany. ]\lr. and Mrs. Moock have two children

;

Gonrney; and Harold M., who now has a position with the Western
Electric Company at Cleveland.

David Todd HiIachamer. Perhaps the most useful and necessary

occupation of mankind is that of agriculture, which in these modern
times has been perfected in an almost exact science. It is also one of

the most independent and the most healthful, the average farmer being
usually a long-lived, sturdy specimen of manhood. One of the most
prominent representatives of this class in Stark County, Ohio, is David
Todd Machamer, of Lake Township, a man widely known and respected

all over the county. IMr. Machamer was born on the old George
Machamer farm, near Huntsville, on August 7, 1837, a son of John and
Catherine Machamer. The paternal grandfather was George Machamer,
a native of Berks County, Pennsylvania, who, when a boy, after the
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death of Ms parents, was put out to learn the blacksmith ’s trade. After
serving his apprenticeship he married and in 1821 came to Lake Town-
ship, Stark County, where he bought what was known as the Moore
farm, about one mile west of Huntsville, its original proprietor having
taken it from the Government during President Monroe’s administra-
tion. When Mr. Maehamer bought the land it had no improvements on
it and was covered with timber. With the true pioneer spirit, he built

a log cabin and set about the work of felling the trees and making other
improvements, in time developing the place into a good farm. Here he
resided for the rest of his life, which closed in March, 1863. At his own
request he was buried on his farm. During the War of 1812 he was '

drafted for a soldier but, for some reason, never served. His wife, at

her death, was also buried on the farm.
John Maehamer, son of George and father of David T., was six years

old when he accompanied his parents to Lake Township. He was reared
on* the homestead and in due time became the owner of 120 acres of the
old farm. Devoting himself to its cultivation, he remained here until

his death, which occurred July 26, 1897. His wife, Catherine, was born
in Center County, Pennsylvania, February 11, 1816, and died before
him, in about 1891. They were members of the Reformed Church.

David Todd Maehamer was reared on his parents ’ farm and acquired
his education in the district school and at the Canton High School,

which he attended two terms. At the age of twenty-one years he began
teaching school and taught eight winters. In the meanwhile, however,
when he was twenty-two, he left home and took charge of his uncle
George Maehamer ’s farm, which he had for five years. He then engaged
in general mercantile business in Cairo and for twenty-one years success-

fully operated a store. During that time he bought his brother’s part
of the old home farm and is still its owner. He also bought the old

William Kossler farm of seventy-eight acres, at Cairo, and the Jacob
Garty farm of eighty acres, situated half a mile east of Cairo, of both
of which properties he is the owner.

Mr. Maehamer was married on May 30, 1868, to Hannah Werten-
berger, who was born in Stark County, Ohio, a daughter of Jacob
Wertenberger. She died September 9, 1891, having been the mother of

three children, namely : Anthony W., residing on the farm east of

Cairo; Emma E., who married Levi S. Holbin and lives on the Kossler
farm, and Frances C., the wife of Charles W. Reed, of Canton, where
her husband has been a mail carrier for the last twenty-five years.

Mr. Maehamer is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. He is

one of the most prominent men of his township, which he has served as

treasurer and trustee for many terms. Although somewhat advanced in

years he is still hale and hearty and numbers among his friends almost
the entire population of township, together with many of the best known
people in other parts of the county. He married for his second wife,

Miss Lavina Wonstler, a daughter of Solomon IT. Wonstler, of Lake
Township, Stark County.

Ira B. Bryan. There is no more representative class in any com-
munity than the farmers, for upon agilculture depends the very exist-
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ence of the human race. Many other things are luxuries, or the mere
comforts of civilized life, hut bread is a daily necessity with everyone

—

the one article with which we cannot dispense. Even the savage who
goes without clothes and depends in part for his living upon the product
of the chase, makes his wives cultivate a little patch of ground, that he
may have vegetable sustenance in one form or another, and so, to a
limited extent, is a farmer; and with most peoples bread is, as it has
been aptly termed, the “staff of life.” The farmer is, therefore, the
man upon whom all others depend for the first necessity of their exist-

ence. The advances made in agricultural methods in recent times have
called for more brain work than was formerly the ease, so we find that

the farmer of today is, as a rule, a man of good mentality, often with a
superior education, and generally cpiite as “smart” as his neighbor, the

merchant, banker or manufacturer. Among the up-to-date and repre-

sentative farmers of Stark County is Ira B. Bryan, whose fine and well

cultivated farm is located about five miles northeast of Hartville, in

Marlboro Township.
Mr. Bryan is a native of this county, having been born on the old

John Bryan farm, one mile west of Baltimore, in Marlboro Township,
September 2, 1852, his parents being John and Anna (Young) Bryan.
The paternal grandfather was Peter Bryan, who was born in Maryland
and removed with his family to Lake Township, Stark County, Ohio, in

1837, locating on a farm in the southern part of the township. Subse-
quently he removed from there to another farm not far from the

Lutheran Church in the same township, which place was his last resi-

dence. He was a member of the Reformed Church.
John Bryan, father of the subject of this sketch, was bom in Mary-

land in 1821 and came with his parents to Stark County. After his

marriage to Anna Young, who was born in Marlboro Township, this

county, a daughter of Michael Young, he resided for awhile with his

wife’s people. In a short time he purchased the AVilhelm farm in Lake
Township, but subsequently sold it and bought the farm west of Balti-

more. During the Civil war period he bought what is now known as

the Cope farm, also in Marlboro Township, and moved to that location,

where he lived for about seven years, still retaining his ownership in

the farm near Baltimore. Subsequently he made another purchase, this

time of the farm on which his father had died, and here he himself

passed away in 1885. His wife survived him a number of years, dying
in 1908, at the advanced age of eighty-six years. They were members
of the Christian Church. At the time of his death John Bryan was a

well to do man, owning two good-sized farms, besides another place of

ten acres—in all about 330 acres. Their family consisted of four chil-

dren, namely : Harriet, who married William L. Nash and died in 1913
;

Lucetta, who is the wife of Samuel Dickson and lives at East Liverpool,

Ohio
;
Frank N., a resident of Dayton, Ohio

;
and Ira B., whose name

forms the caption of this article.

Ira B. Bryan in his youth acquired a good education. Beginning in

the district school near his home, he subsequently attended the Marlboro

graded school, afterwards the old Christian College at Alliance, then

Bethany College, at Bethany, West Virginia, finishing his literary
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education at Hiram College, Hiram, Ohio. At the age of eighteen he
began to teach school and continued in this occupation for eighteen years
following, his work as a teacher being confined to i\Iai'jboro Township,
except four years, during which he taught in Portage County. His
present farm, known as the Whetstone farm, he purchased in 1876. It

originally consisted of but forty acres, but by subsequent purchases he
has increased its size to about 100 acres, and has built on it a good
residence and other commodious buildings. The whole property bears

the marks of careful attention and indicates unmistakably the thrift,

good management and prosperity of its owner. As a man. of infiuence

in his community Mr. Bryan has at times taken part in local govern-

ment, serving ten terms as treasurer of IMarlboro Township and two
terms as a member of the school board, both of which positions he is

well qualified to fill from his strict integrity and the educational advan-
tages he received in his youth.

He was first married to Godora Kindig, who was born in Columbiana
County, Ohio, the daughter of John Kindig. She died in 1894, leaving

four children—John L.. James K., Marie and Ethel—whose record is,

briefly, as follows: John L. married first Margaret Tombaugh and
after her death took for his second wife Caroline Stiles, with whom he
is now living in the State of Kansas. James K. married first Ada
Gaskill. She died and he then married Elma Reiehard, their home being

in IMarlboro Township, this county., Marie is the wife of Ora A. Reiehard
of Marlboro Township. Ethel is now Mrs. Perry Ripley of Akron, Ohio.

In 1895 Mr. Bryan was married, for the second time, to Belle Coombs,
the daughter of David Coombs of Columbiana County, Ohio. Of this

marriage two sons have been born—Ira B., Jr., and Willard C., both of

whom are residing at home with their parents. Mr. Bryan and his

family are members of the Christian Church. He gives his political

allegiance to the democratic party.

James C. Corns. For fully a third of a century the name Corns
has been one of established significance in the business and industrial

life of Massillon. The name has meant much in the iron working indus-

tries of Eastern Ohio for half a century, at first through the activities

of the late Joseph Corns, then through the unusually close relatioiiship

in business between father and son, and now with many responsibilities

carried by James C. Corns.

Perhaps no citizen of Massillon has more important associations with
the larger business affairs of the city than James C. Corns. He is presi-

dent of the Massillon Foundry & Machine Company; president of the

Massillon & Tuscarawas Coal Company; a director in the Massillon Iron

& Steel Company; director of the Massillon Bridge & Structural Com-
pany, the Everhard Company, the Peerless Drawn Steel Company, the

Brown Lumber Company, the Union National Bank, the Ma.ssillon

Savings & Buildings Company, and the Massilloji City Hospital Com-
pany. He is a trustee of the McClyinonds Public Library.

TIis birth occurred in Buffalo, New York, on IMarch 8, 1852, a son

of Joseph and Sarah A. (Pearson) Corns. His father came from AYales,

a country that has sent Ihousands of skilled woihers in metals to this
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country. lie came over in 1830, locating first in Baltimore, where he
found employment in the rolling mills. For the next sixty years he
was identified with the manufacture of bar iron in Maryland, Eastern
and Western Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ohio and New York. He was
one of five men to establish the first rolling mill in Buffalo, New York,
in 1847. From Buffalo, New York, he moved to Akron, Ohio, in 1869,
and became managing director of the Akron Iron Companj^ On leaving
that concern in 1878 he organized the Corns Iron Company at Girard,
Ohio, and directed that industry until 1880. In the latter year he leased
the Massillon Iron Rolling Mills, and after operating under lease for

three years bought them in 1883, and becoming president of the company
so continued until his death on June 24, 1892. Ilis wife had passed
away in Buffalo, New York, in 1867.

The first seventeen years of his life James C. Corns spent in his

native City of Buffalo, where he attended school and also gained some
familiarity with business. Accompanying his father to Akron in 1869,

he was in the employ of the Akron Iron Company iintil 1878 and was
then with the Corns Iron Company at Girard until 1880. He became
actively associated with his father in the management and control of tlie

mills at Massillon, and was junior member of the firm of Joseph Corns &
Sou from 1880 until his father’s death. On the organization of the

Corns Iron & Steel Company in 1896 he was made president and general

manager of the company, and directed its affairs through those offices

until the plant was sold to the Republic Iron & Steel Company. He
then remained with the larger corporation as district manager and
manager of the Massillon plant until 1909, when he resigned to give his

time to the variety of interests which in the meantime had grown up with

himself as an important factor in their making.
IMr. Corns is a member of the Massillon Chamber of Commerce, Mas-

sillon Social Club, Lakeside Country Club, and the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows.

William Henry McMaster. On other pages of this work will be

found an historical sketch of the origin, growth and development of

Mount Union College at Alliance, an institution which in 1916 will com-
plete the seventieth anniversary of its founding, and which during an
existence of seventy years has prepared for lives of usefulness many
hundreds of men and women since active and prominent in public and
business affairs and cultured members of various communities. Many
of the well known professional and business men in this section of Ohio
received their early training at Mount Union, and Doctor McMaster,
who for the past six years has been president of the college, is also an

alumnus of the institution. The following is a brief sketch of Doctor
IMcMaster

:

A son of Dr. James Nelson and Susan Elizabeth (Neff) McMaster,

both of whom were born in Belmont County and live at Akron, where

his father is a retired physician, William Henry McMaster was born in

Demos, Ohio, September 17, 1875. He has a brother. Dr. S. E. Mc-
Master, a physician at Akron, and a sister, Lenora, wife of Rev. A. A.

Brown of Cadiz.
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His early education was obtained in the common schools of his native

county, where he also taught for two years. In September, 1895, he

entered Mount Union College, and in 1899 graduated with the degree
Ph. B.

In 1902 he graduated from Drew Theological Seminary with the

degree B. D. In his senior year at the latter school he won a scholarship

entitling him to pursue advanced theological study abroad. For this

purpose he chose United Free Church College, Glasgow, Scotland, which
he attended during the year 1903-04. While at Drew he also pursued
graduate work at New York University, where he was awarded the

degree A. M. in 1903. Since that time at intervals he has continued his

graduate study at the university, and has practically completed the work
requisite for the doctorate degree.

While in college and also in the seminary Mr. McMaster was called

to preach at various places. During the periods of 1902 to 1906 he

served as minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Elmhurst, New
York. From 1906 to 1909 he served Embury Memorial Church, Brook-
lyn, New York, whence he was called to the presidency of Mount Union
College.

On May 8, 1907, he married Miss Isabella Thoburn Mills of Cleveland,

Ohio. Their three children are William Henry, Jr., Isabella and Janet
Lyle.

Doctor McMaster was called to the presidency of Mount Union
College in 1908. On April 8, 1909, he arrived with his family to assume
the duties incumbent upon his office. The hearty and enthusiastic recep-

tion he was given by the faculty, students and citizens indicated the
general approval of the selection made by the board of trustees. This
fact, together with the c[uickened interest and enthusiasm among the
alumni and friends of the college, augured well for the success of the

new administration and for the future prosperity of this institution.

President McMaster possesses the qualifications essential to the
making of an efficient executive of his alma mater. He has the educa-
tion, the temperament and tlie personal magnetism

;
he knows the

traditions of the college; he has the confidence of the trustees, faculty,

alumni and students; he has had the loyal support of every friend of
Mount Union.

During the six years of his work at Mount Union College $200,000
of additional endowment has been raised, Lamborn Science Hall and
Elliott Hall for Women have been erected, the campus has been land-
scaped into a beautiful park, a new athletic field has been built, two
adjacent streets paved, the attendance in the College of Liberal Arts
has been trebled and the alumni in the important centers have been
permanently organized. Also the college has become a member of the
North Central Association of Colleges, being now on the “approved
list,” and is a member of the Ohio Athletic Conference and in list “A”
of the University Senate.

Edwin Howahd WaI;Ker. The position of Edwin Howard Walker
among tlie eontraetors and bnilders at Canton is well indicated by his

office as pi'osideiit of tin; Canton Builders Exchange. Mr. Walker is a
Vol. Ill— Ifi
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young- man, and in point of years is little more than at the beginning of
his life of usefulness and service. For the past live years he has been
an independent contractor, and has a business that compares favorably
in proportion and volume with any of his competitors.

Edwin Howard Walker was born in Stark County on a farm near
Osnaburg, April 6, 1879. He acquired his early education by attending
a country school a mile east of Paris, and lived on the home farm until

twenty years of age. In 1899 he went out to Kansas, and at Lyons in

that state learned the trade of carpenter. After tliree years in Kansas
he returned to Stark County, and took up the active work of his trade
in the City of Canton. In December, 1910, Mr. Walker set up for him-
self as a contractor, and each year has witnessed an increased volume of

contracts successfully performed. Visible evidence of his work is found
in many buildings in and about Canton, the more noteworthy of which
are mentioned as follows: The Young Men’s Catholic Club at Canton;
the Eion Lutheran Church of Canton

;
the Girls Dormitory at the Fair-

mont Children’s Home in Alliance. For eight years Mr. Walker was
foreman for Charles M. Kilgore, a prominent Canton contractor, and in

that capacity had charge of the erection of the George D. Harter Bank
Building, the Colonial Apartment Building, the Auction Syndicate
Building, the C. M. Vicory Store Building, the Walker Block on West
Tuscarawas Street, the Schlabach residence on West Lake Street, and
the Doctor DeWitt Building on Shorb Avenue.

Mr. Walker was honored with election to the presidency of the

Canton Builders Exchange in 1915. He had prior to that been presi-

dent of the General Contractors Association of Canton. He is also a

member of the Chamber of Commerce of Canton, is treasurer of Lodge
No. 11, Knights of Pythias, a member of Canton Lodge No. 43, Home
Guards of America; and belongs to the Sons of Veterans, his father

having been a soldier in the Civil war.

Mr. W^alker married Estella L. Zinninger, who was born in Paris,

Stai-k County, daughter of Edward A. Zinninger, who is now serving as

councilman at large in Canton. To their marriage have been born three

children : Paul Edwin, born July 26, 1907
;
Thelma Evelyn, born May

24, 1909
;
and Owen Franklin, born August 11, 1911. Both Mr. and

]\lrs. Walker are active members of the Martin Luther Church, and he

has served as superintendent of its Sunday School for seven years and

for the past eight years has been secretary of the church board. In

politics he belongs to the republican party.

John E. Carnahan. The eminence of Canton among the industrial

centers of Ohio has been due to the presence there of a group of men
possessed of remarkable genius as manufacturers and of fine capabilities

as organizers and l)usiness builders. Distinctive among these is John
E. Carnahan, who probably controls more widely extended financial and
business interests than any other resident of Canton, and who as a manu-
facturer has during the past eighteen years taken a leading part in the

upbuilding of the iron, steel and tinplate business at Canton. While it

is perhaps true that Mr. Carnahan many years ago got into the cur-

rent which bore him steadily toward great prosperity he would never
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have been able to accomplish all that he has without the courage and
resourcefulness of a rare degree, which has enabled him to steer his busi-

ness ventures with a remarkable precision among the rocks and obstacles

of finance and industry.

John E. Carnahan was born on the old Carnahan homestead which
has now been in the family possession for more than ninety years and
is at present owned by him, located near Leechburg, Armstrong County,
Pennsylvania. His father was John Carnahan. When a boy Mr.
Carnahan left school and made himself usefirl as well as secured a valu-

able discipline by working on his father’s farm. He continued to look

after his father’s interests until the early ’70s, and then bought a farm
of his own. His land was underlaid, as it proved, with several veins of

coal. In 1895 he began drilling for and found gas. That was the begin-

ning of his extended operations in the oil and gas industry, and even-

tually from that into the broad field of }uanufaeturing and finance.

In 1895 Mr. Carnahan leased thousands of acres of land in Arm-
strong County, and subsequently located the great Schellhammer gas

well, and from that time forward was engaged in drilling and develop-

ing gas and oil properties for himself aud for different corporations in

Pennsylvania and West Virginia. He has large oil holdings in those

states, and his operations in those fields still continue.

In the meantime Mr. Carnahan had turned his attention to the

iron and steel industry. With other parties he was interested in the

Mesta machine plant at Homestead, Pennsylvania. Mr. Carnahan in

1897 located in Canton and build a plant in that city, known as The
Canton Roll & Machine Co. Thus in 1897 Mr. Carnahan’s broad experi-

ence and great resources began operating for the welfare of this indus-
trial City of Stark County. The Canton Roll & Machine Company was
organized aud built its plant. Two years later the business was sold,

and Mr. Carnahan entei'ed into an agreement not to engage in the same
line of business east of the Rocky Moiiutains for a period of fifteen

years. Shut off' from this line of enterprise, in 1899 he organized the

Carnahan Tin Plate and Sheet Company, of which he became president
and bas since continned the chief executive of that large and important
industry. This company has had perhaps as prosperous a career of

development as any local industry of Ciuiton. The plant has been en-

larged from time to time, and it is now one of the most extensive in the
Canton industrial district. Its management has likewise been exceed-
ingly sucee.ssful from the standpoint of dividends. The plant is equipped
with six knohling furnaces, with hammers and bar mills to roll the iron

into bars, and the pi'oduct is made under patent processes controlled
by the company. The pi'csent officers of the company are: John E.
Carnahan, i)resident; Edward A. Langenbach, vice ])resident

;
Roy R.

Carnahan, sc'cretary-treasnrer
;
J. 11. Himes, general manager, and the

following directors: .1. E. and Roy R. Caniahan, J. 11. Himes, Edward
A. Langenbach, J. F. Schneider, Elmer E. Moock and W. J. Poyser.

Mr. Carnahan was also the ])romoter in 1900 and established and
became president of the Cem'ral KStani])ing and Enameling Conijniny,
but has not been active in the management of this concern since 1911.
He was one of the organizers of the United Steel Company. Of the
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latter he was president for several years, until 1912, and is still a large

share holder therein and a director.

This is by no means an inclusive description of Mr. Carnahan’s many
and varied interests. He is president of the Carnahan Land & Improve-
ment Company of Canton

;
is the principal owner of large machine shops

at Tulsa, Oklahoma; has large holdings in the oil and gas fields of

Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio and Oklahoma. His investments have
also extended to the southern republic of Mexico, where he is the owner
of about 53,000 acres of grazing land in the southern part of the republic,

and also has mines in the northern states. The long continued revolu-

tionary troubles in Mexico have naturally hazarded these investments.

During the early months of the revolution Mr. Carnahan had a herd of

2,700 cattle on his cattle ranch, and when the United States Govern-
ment took possession of Vera Cruz President Huerta confiscated the cat-

tle, and though a pretense of returning the stock was made five months
later, at least half the herd was missing. Mr. Carnahan now has pend-
ing a claim against the Mexican government. Besides these great proper-

ties he owns three fine farms in his native State of Pennsylvania.
klr. Carnahan married Miss May Thomas of Cochran’s Mills, Arm-

strong, Pennsylvania. They have been well honored by the character

and achievements of their children. The oldest child, Roy R., has
already been mentioned as secx’etary-treasurer of the Carnahan Tin Plate

and Sheet Mill Company. Mrs. AVilliam Schoemaker, the second child,

resides at Canton. Beatrice Pearl is the wife of AVilliam Gschwend, a

well known Canton business man. Madge married Rufus Day, an attor-

ney at A¥ashington, D. C., and a son of Judge W. R. Day, associate justice

of the United States Supreme Court. Mabel, deceased, was the wife of

John H. Himes, general manager of the Carnahan Tin Plate & Sheet Mill

Company. The daughter Millie is still at home. Mr. Carnahan stands

high in social as well as in business circles. He is a thirty-second degree

Scottish Rite Mason and also a Knight Templar, and belongs to the

Congress Lake and the Lakeside Country Club at Canton.

Henry M. Shutt. Now head of the English department and advisor

to the senior class of Central High School at Canton, Henry M. Shutt
is one of the best known educators in Northeastern Ohio, has been con-

nected with the Canton public schools for ten years, and in many rela-

tions from teacher of a district school to village and city principal has

been in the active work of his profession for a quarter of a century.

Henry M. Shutt was born on a farm in Tuscarawas County, Ohio,

February 14, 1865. His parents were the Rev. Michael II. and Sarah
(Berger) Shutt. Both were natives of Holmes County, Ohio, where
the Shutt and Berger families were among the pioneer settlers. The
pioneers of these respective families came, the Shutts from Lancaster

County, Pennsylvania, and the Bergers from Maryland, both locating in

Holmes County about the same time. Rev. Michael Shutt was born in

1838, and was a son of Henry Shutt, who came into Holmes County at

a very early day. He took up Government land, and the deed to his

homestead was signed by President Madison, so that that title is now
more than 100 years old. His first home was in the midst of the wilder-
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ness, and after enduring the trials of pioneer life he finally became
possessed of one of the good farms and comfortable homes in that section.

Rev. Michael Shutt after his marriage removed to Tuscarawas County,
followed farming there, and for about thirty years was a minister of the

Church of the Brethren. His death occurred in 1911. His wife was
bom in 1841 and died in 1906. Her father was Jacob G. Berger.

Henry M. Shutt spent his youth in the wholesome environment of a

farm in Tuscarawas County, and at the same time disciplined his mind
in the country schools. On reaching his seventeenth year he was quali-

fied by the local examiners and soon was given charge of a country school

as teacher. He had about three years experience in country school work,
following which he was principal of different village schools in Tus-
carawas and Hol^nes counties, the teaching in the winter being followed

by school attendance to advance his own education during the summer.
Prom those early years of his work Mr. Shutt has never failed either to

attend or to teach during the summer months for a period of practically

a quarter of a century. In this way he has acquired a liberal education,

and one that means more than the completion of a college course pursued
consecutively. In 1896 Mr. Shutt was graduated from Seio College, an
institution subsequently merged with Mount Union College. At that

time he received his degree A. B. and in 1904 won the degree Bachelor
of Philosophy from the Ohio Northwestern University. For four years

he was one of the instructors in Scio College, and following his post-

graduate work in the Ohio Northwestern in 1904 became Professor of

English and Latin at Canfield Academy. In 1905 Mr. Shutt came to

Canton to accept the principalship of the East Eighth Street graded
school. He was one year in that position and in 1906 was transferred

to the Central High School.

Mr. Shutt is well known in the organized associations of teachers,

being a member of the Northeastern Ohio Teachers Association, the

Ohio State Teachers Association, and the National Educational Asso-

ciation.

Mr. Shutt married Margaret Stephan, who was born in Tuscarawas
County, daughter of Philip Stephan, a native of Germany. To this

union have been bom the following children : Edward, who died at the

age of six months; Charles Noble, now a sti^dent at Wooster University

in the class of 1915
;
Constance Corinne, who died at the age of eleven

years
;
Twila Elizabeth

;
and Margaret Ruth.

George II. Siiaup. The highest form, of ability consists not in doing

well what another has done well before, but in originating new and
useful ideas. Originality is the mainspring of progress and without

it there can be no true advancement. To improve on old and estab-

lished methods recpiires a higher order of mind than that possessed by
the mere copyist, and hence the record of George II. Schauf, clerk of

the Board of Deputy State Supervisors and Inspectors of Piled ions for

Stark County, Ohio, is well worthy of i)crusal by the maders of this

volume. Mr. Schauf was horn in Massillon, Ohio, in which ])lace he

still resides, on September 3, 1869, his parents being Peter and INIary

(Miller) Shauf. The father was horn in Germany in 1833 and came
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to the United States with his parents about 1845, when twelve years
old. The family made its first settlement in Pennsylvania, but later

removed to Limaville, Stark County, and still later to Massillon, vdiere

Peter Shauf died in 1885. He was a cabinet maker by trade, an in-

dustrious, persevering man and good citizen. His wife, Mrs. Mary
Miller Shauf, was born in Belfort, France, in 1832, and was about
foui-teen years of age when she came to this country. She resided for
a time in Louisville, Stark County, and next in Massillon, where she

was married to Mi’. Shauf. Her death took place February 19, 1908.

George H. Shauf was reared to manhood in Massillon, his native

place. The education he received in the public schools was supple-
mented by a course in a business college, where he learned many things
that have been of use to him in later life. As a boy he learned his

father’s trade of cabinet maker, which he followed for about ten years
or more. In the year 1900 he became a member of the board of which
he is now clerk, serving as such until 1904, when he Avas elected as its

clerk, in which position he has since continued, being now one of the

oldest election clerks, in point of service, in the state. His record in

this office is one of exceptional achievement and he is widely recognized

as an authority on election matters. He has installed in the Stark
County Board’s office a most complete and original system of his own,
which is highly regarded as of admirable utility. The state examiner’s
report says :

‘
‘ The clerk, Mr. George II. Shauf, takes a deep interest

in all details connected with the management of the affairs of the board
and has established a system which is not surpassed in the state. He
has introduced a record showing classified expenditures of the board,

which will prove very valuable and will greatly aid the examiner in the

future in making an effective audit of the same.” ]\Ir. Shauf was
called into the session of the Eighty-first General Assembly of Ohio
to aid and advise in the election measures then pending, and his serv-

ices in this capacity also were highly appreciated. Mr. Shauf married
i\Irs. Louise Bullock, a native of Massillon, Ohio. He is a member of

IMassillon Lodge of Elks and he and his wife are among the best known
and most highly esteemed residents of that city.

Eli II. Hardenstein. City parks primarily intended to furnish the

greatest practicable means for healthful recreation for people of all

classes, and their value to the inhabitants of a city cannot be overesti-

mated
;
but they have also proved marked successes as investments

Avhich yield a direct revenue in the form of taxable property in their

vicinity. The presence of broad areas of lawn, forest and water in tbe

midst of a city exert a powerful and constant influence in preserving

the purity of the atmosjfiiere, and the modern city park may well be

designated the municipality’s open-air assembly room, prized by all its

children, old and young. The fact that the City of Canton may point

Avith pride to its park system may be accredited directly to the earnest

and devoted efforts of Eli II. Harden.stein, superintendent of city parks,

Avhose labors have resulted in an achievement that Avill be a lasting

monument to bis energy, enterprise and artistic judgment.

Mr. Hardenstein Avas born at Limaville, Lexington ToAvnship, Stark
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County, Ohio, August 16, 1858, and is a son of George Hardenstein,
who was born on the River Rhine, Bavaria, Germany. George Harden-
stein was one of five brothers who emigrated to the United States in

1820, settling at Limaville, in Stark County, as pioneers, all becoming
farmers in that corner of the county. The father continued to be en-

gaged in farming operations there throughout his life, and passed away
in 1892, at the age of sixty-six years. The mother was Elizabeth Conrad,
who was born at North Benton, Mahoning County, Ohio, and who
passed away in 1892, when sixty-one years old. They were faithful

members of the German Reformed Church.
Eli H. Hardenstein was born in a log cabin on his father’s farm,

and grew up amid the atmosphere of the farm, his education being
secured in the public schools. He was sixteen years of age when he
left the parental roof and came to Canton, in 1876, and during the first

summer here worked on a farm just east of the city. In the following
winter he entered the employ of the Wheeling & Lake Erie Railroad,

and for twenty-one years was with that system, being first a fireman
for fourteen months and then promoted to engineer, a capacity in which
he continued until an accident which impaired the sight in one of his

eyes compelled him to give up railroad work. In 1900 Mr. Hardenstein
went to Atwater, Portage County, Ohio, where he purchased a farm,
and resided there for six years, but in 1907 returned to Canton and
took a position as engineer for the United Steel Company. After six

months he resigned that position and took charge of several machines
for the Berger Manufacturing Company, continuing to be identified

with that concern until 1909, when he was ai^pointed by Mayor Turnbull
as superintendent of city parks, an office which he has held ever since.

Under Mr. Hardenstein ’s supervision the present park system has been
evolved, special care having been taken to utilize the natural advantages
which the city possesses. The result is seen in a beautiful diversity of
lakes and trees, shrubbery and floral displays, broad drives and secluded
walks. Particular attention has been given to the leading park, Nimis-
silla Park, which has received judicious care and cultivation, and on
the improvement and maintenance of which a considerable sum has l)een

advantageously expended. The children’s playgrounds have not been
neglected, and through all of Mr. Hardenstein ’s labors may be seen an
earnest effort to secure the greatest results with the means at hand.

For sixteen years, during the early days, kir. Hardenstein served
as a member of the famous volunteer fire department. He first joined
old Buckeye No. 8 Company, witli which he was connected for seven
years, ajid then served as minute man with old Number Two, his duty
being to operate the engine. He attended nearly all of llie early lires of
Canton, and was always a courageous and efficient fireman. In 1888
he became a Mason when he joined Canton Lodg’e No. 66, Free and
Accepted Ma.sons, and be is now identified with Canton Cliaj)ter and
fhinton Connnandei-y. For twenty-six years he has l)een a member of
the .Junior Ordei- of American M(‘chanies, also tVaternizes with the
Modern Woodmen of Aimn'iea, and foi- fonrtecm years was chief of

l>nel<ev(‘ l)i\’ision Xo. 281, of the Urotherhood of Locomotive' Engineers,
being now an honorary lil'e niemlier of tliat oi'ganization.
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In 1880 Mr. Hardenstein was married at Louisville, Ohio, to Mary
Coy, sister of ex-Mayor Coy of Louisville. She died in 1889. Mr.
Hardenstein ’s second marriage occurred iu 1891, when he was united
with Clara Anna Mezger, who was born at Canton, daughter of Jona-
than and Emeline (Miller) Mezger, of that city. One daughter has
come to this union : Miss Ida May, who is eighteen years of age.

Mr. Hardenstein is a Christian Scientist.

Hon. John II. Pimple. The City of Canton, the greatest field for

professional services in Stark County and one of tlie greatest in the

State of Ohio, has no lawyer of nobler distinction, no stronger example
of what enterprise, perseverance and steady application can achieve,

than Judge John H. Pimple, lawyer, legislator and jurist, his honor-
able conduct in each and every position iu which he has found himself
and the display of abilities of a high order in various positions of

public trust, have gained him the confidence and unqualified commenda-
tion of the profession and public alike.

Judge Pimple was born on the home farm in Augusta Township,
Carroll County, Ohio, March 31, 1859, and is a son of David and Hanna
(Dumbleton) Pimple. Ills father was a native of Washington County,
Pennsylvania, and a son of Michael Pimple, a pioneer of Carroll County,
as was also Judge Pimple’s maternal grandfather, John Dumbleton, a

native of England. Judge Pimple enjoyed a broad and comprehensive
training for his chosen profession, attending the district schools, the

graded schools of Minerva, Ohio Northwestern University and Mount
Union College, and graduated from the last named institution in 1882,

with honors, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Arts. He then read
law in the office of Judge Robert Raley, of Carrollton, and was admitted
to the bar in 1886, beginning practice in that year at Carrollton, where
he subsequently became junior member of the law firm of Raley &
Pimple, being associated with his preceptor. This partnership termi-

nated when the senior member of the firm was elevated to the bench of

the Court of Common Pleas, and Judge Pimple was later associated

with such distinguished lawyers and jurists as Judges James Holder,

U. C. DePord, R. E. McDonald and H. J. Eckley.

In 1885 Judge Pimple was elected a member of the Ohio Legislature,

to which body he was re-elected in 1887. In 1889 he was appointed
law clerk in the department of the interior at AVashiugton, D. C., and
served as such during the Harrison administration. During the ad-

ministration of President McKinley, he held a position as assistant

attorney in the office of the assistant attorney-general for the depart-

ment of the interior, and in 1903 was appointed assistant United States

land commissioner. While filling that position he was actively identified

with, and rendered valuable assistance in, the prosecution of the West-
ern land fraud cases. He resigned from the land office in 1906 to

return to the private practice of law at Carrollton.

Judge Pimple was elected judge of the Court of Common Pleas of

the Stark, Carroll and Columbiana District, in 1910, and held that

position until May 7, 1915, when he resigned from the bench to accept

a partnership in the firm of Lynch, Day & Pimple, which concern is
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recognized as one of the strongest legal combinations in Ohio. He is a

member of the Stark County Bar Association and the Ohio State Bar
Association, and among his professional brethren his success has

aroused no jealousy, for what he has achieved has l)een the result of

hard work, inherent talent, continual and unwearying application,

thorough conscientiousness and unquestionable integrity under all cir-

cumstances. He is a Knight Templar and Shriner Mason, a member of

the Knights of Pythias and belongs to the Canton and Lakeside Country
clubs. In business circles he is also well known, having been one of the

organizers of the Carroll County Telephone Company and the Cumming
Trust Company of Carrollton.

Judge Fimple was married in December, 1888, to Miss Ida J. Patter-

son, of Pattersonville, Ohio. She died in 1894, leaving two daughters,

Marie and Bess.

Judge Jacob P. Fawcett. While his life was largely one of simple

devotion to duty, whether in his profession or in public office, there

were many qualities that made the late Judge Jacob P. Fawcett one of

Canton’s most prominent attorneys and public men. He was an active

lawyer in this county for nearly forty years, and for fully a quarter

of a century his name was closely identified with the history of his city

and county.

Born in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, January 2, 1851, he was
descended from two old Pennsylvania families, the Fawcetts and the

Pennypackers. His father, Andrew Fawcett, who was born in Penn-
sylvania in 1806 and died in that state in 1860, married Elizabeth
Pennypaeker, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1820. After the death
of her husband the widowed mother brought her family to Stark County,
and lived at Mount Union until her death in 1901.

Partly through his own efforts and earnings the late Judge Fawcett
acquired a liberal education and was always known as a man of thorough
scholarship as well as of practical ability. He was gradiiated bachelor
of science with the class of 1871 from Mount Union College, and as a
preliminary to his entrance into the law he taught school two years and
at the same time carried on his law studies. Admitted to the bar in

1874, he began practice at Alliance, but in 1877 removed to Canton and
soon became one of the foremost members of the bar of that city and
was so recognized for many years.

Almost from the beginning of his professional career until his

death Judge Fawcett was prominent in public affairs. In 1876 he served
as mayor of Mount Union; from 1883 to 1886 he was a member of the
city council of Canton and president of that body in 1886. In 1886
Covernor Foraker appointed him probate judge of Stark County, and lie

was regularly elected to that office in 1887 and re-elected in 1890. The
Court of Common Pleas in 1894 appointed him a member of the tax
commission for the City of Canton, with which he served six yeai-s.

Each and every office meant to him an opportunity for service, and he
was one of the most conscientious and efficient public officials Canton
has ever had in any capacity. In 1901 he was apjiointed a member of
the board of directors of the Stark County Workhouse, and at its first
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meeting the board made him president. For six years Judge Fawcett
was attorney for the Ohio Dairy and Food Department for the Eigh-
teenth Congressional District. In 1903 Mayor Smith appointed him a
member of the board of public safety for the City of Canton.

He was always active in the interests of the republican party. For
two years he was a member of the Republican State Central Committee,
for three years was chairman of the Republican Central Committee of

Stark County, for fifteen years was a member of the Executive Com-
mittee, and for four years was on the Republican Congressional Com-
mittee. He stood high socially, was a member and for two years presi-

dent of the Congress Lake Club, and was affliated with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks.

When still in the prime of his years and usefulness. Judge Fawcett
was summoned away by death on August 4, 1912. At a called meeting
the following resolutions to his memory were adopted by the Stark
County Bar Association

:

“His life and his deeds should be an inspiration not only to young
men practicing this profession, but to those with whom he came in con-

tact and to those who live to mourn his loss.

“He was a devoted husband, a kind father, a high type of citizen,

an able lawyer, a just judge, a splendid man, and in every respect a

perfect gentleman.
‘

‘ His kindly spirit, his wise counsel, his uniform kindness, his marked
legal ability, make his death a great loss to the bar, to the court and to

the community.
“Be it therefore resolved, by the members of the bar of Stark county,

that in the death of Judge Fawcett we have suffered an irreparable loss

;

that his career is an example of honesty, integrity and ability to be
emulated, and his memory ever to be cherished by the bar.”

On February 6, 1877, Judge Fawcett married Miss Jennie M., daugh-
ter of the late Hon. John H. Mitchell, United States senator from Ore-

gon. Mrs. Fawcett and four children survive him. Mattie E., the oldest

child, is the wife of Albert Prickman, who has charge of the order and
service department in the Republic Stamping & Enameling Company

;

Howard B., the oldest son, mentioned in the following paragraph
;
Ralph

i\I., who is assistant sales manager of the Republic Stamping & Enamel-
ing Company, and John A., assistant manager of the Federal Garment
Company at Canton.

Howard B. Fawcett, son of the late Judge Fawcett, was born in

Canton, July 2, 1883. He graduated from the Canton High School
with the class of 1901, but had already gained his first business experi-

ence in connection with the Carnahan Stamping & Enameling Com-
liany. With that large local industry he made himself worthy of one
responsibility after another until he was assistant superintendent of the

enameling department. AYhen the Republic Stamping & Enameling
Company was organized in Canton, he went with that concern as its

secretary, and has continued there the growth which made him so useful

to the Carnahan concern. In this, now the largest stamping and en-
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ameling company in the world, he is serving as secretary and sales

manager and a director.

Like his father he takes much interest in local affairs, is a director

in the Y. M. C. A. and a member of the public library board, belongs to

the Canton Chamber of Commerce, and socially is identified with the

Canton Club, the Congress Lake Club, and the Benevolent and Protective

Order of Elks. Howard B. Fawcett married Enid AVise, daughter of

the late Hiram AVise, a prominent old resident of Canton. Their two
children are named Richard R. and Howard B., Jr.

Arthur Nickle (Thompson) Boyer. The proprietor and manager
of the Hotel Edwards and of the Stag Hotel of Canton, Mr. Boyer has

spent most of his active career in hotel management and is one of the

most popular and best known hotel men in the State of Ohio. The
traveling public have been familiar with his genial face and his pleas-

ant manners in many hotels in this part of the country, and since he
entered the field of independent management has been the chief factor

in making the Edwards and the Stag hotels the best of their class in

Stark County.
Arthur Nickle Boyer was born in the City of Canton September

13, 1878. His parents were Howard M. and Irene (Nickle) Thompson.
His mother died when he was an infant and he was then reared in the

home of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Boyer. He has honored his foster parents
by using their name, and it as Mr. Boyer that he is everywhere known
and that is his business signature. His foster parents lived at Osnaburg,
and there he was reared and attended the diMrict schools. At the age
of eighteen he came to Canton and was employed as bell boy at the

Barnett Hotel. During the following eighteen months he progressed
from bell boy to chief clerk of the Barnett. AA^hen the McKinley Hotel
was opened as the leading hostelry of the city, he resigned his position at

the Barnett to accept the place of chief clerk at the McKinley in 1901.

His position at the McKinley made him familiar to the traveling public

and he remained there until 1905, and then resigned to go to the Hotel
Rider at Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania, as an office superintendent.
After the summer season there, he became chief clerk of the A^an Hof
Hotel at Mansfield, Ohio, was there about eight months and then re-

turned to his old home at Canton and accepted the idace of clerk at the

Courtland Hotel. In 1911 Mr. Boyer gave up work as clerk and office

manager and opened the Stag Hotel on Fourtli and Court streets, oppo-
site Ihe Auditorium. This is the first stag hotel opened in Canton, and
has been a most ])rofitable enterprise and thoroughly successful from
every ])oint of view. The Slag has fifty rooms, all of wliicli were refur-

nished by Mr. Boyer, and among the features of its c(iuipment are
Turkish baths, cafe and barber shop and all accommodations usually
offered hy stag hotels in the larger cities. It was his success as manager
of the Stag Hotel that enabled Mr. Boyer to secure the lease of Ihe

Edwards Hotel at the corner of Foui'th and Market streets. The Ed-
wai'ds is one of the oldest and best known hotels in Canton. Before
reopeiung it he had the entire ])lace I’enovated and refurnished and it

has since been o])erated as a tirst-elass European hotc'l. It contains eighty



1010 HISTORY OP STARK COUNTY

rooms and nnder liis management the Edwards has been crowded every
night and its popularity is still growing. Mr. Boyer is an active mem-
ber of the Canton Chamber of Commerce and one of the highly esteemed
citizens of Stark County. On February 3, 1901, he married Miss Cora
Phillips of Saginaw, Michigan. They have one son. Jack Carl, who was
born October 27, 1904.

William E. N. Hemperly. It has been a busy and fruitful career
that Mr. Hemperly has enjoyed in the practice of law at Massillon
during the last twenty years. While his range of practice is not confined
to any particular field, he has been especially identified with business
organizations and as counsel for business interests. He is one of the
big factors in civic affairs at Massillon, and his family has played a
useful part in Stark County for a great many years.

The birthplace of this Massillon attorney was at West Brookfield,

near Massillon, where he was born October 10, 1870, son of Daniel and
Louisa M. (Hamilton) Hemperly. Daniel Hemperly, now one of Mas-
sillon’s oldest and best esteemed citizens, was born in Lebanon County,
Pennsylvania, June 1, 1830, a son of David and Mary (Houck) Hem
perly, both of whom were descended from German stock. Daniel Hem-
perly came to Stark County as early as 1846, locating in Tuscarawas
Township, where he learned the trade of blacksmith. In 1850, still only

a youth of twenty, he went out to the western goldfields of California,

spending two and a half years in the mines, and with all the excitement

and incidents of pioneer times in California. Returning in 1853 to Stark
County, he set up a blacksmith shop at West Brookfield, and made that

the basis of a substantial career until 1875. In that year he became
identified with the hardware business at Massillon under the firm name
of Brown & Hemperly, but continued to make his home in West Brook-
field until 1884. In 1881 the firm became Hemperly & Jacobs. About
1900 Frank L. Hemperly, a son of Daniel, bought the interest of Mr.
Jacobs, and since then the Massillon business has been known as Hem-
perly & Son, and the Hemperly Hardware Company, one of the largest

hardware concerns in Stark County. However, the senior member-
Daniel Hemperly, is now retired from active responsibilities and is

enjoying a well earned leisure in his Massillon home. During Civil war
times he played an active part in Tuscarawas Tovmship, served as a

captain of militia, and did strenuous work in keeping the township’s

quota of soldiers filled throughout the war.

On January 25, 1855, Daniel Hemperly married Miss Louisa M.
Hamilton. She was born in Mercer County, Pennsylvania, daughter of

Rev. John Hamilton, who came to Stark County in 1843, and was one

of the first ministers of the English Lutheran Church to locate at

Canton. Daniel Hemperly and wife have probably enjoyed a married
companionship prolonged to a greater length than any other couple in

Stark County. On January 25, 1915, they celebrated their sixtieth

w'edding anniversary, in the midst of children and grandchildren and
a host of kindly friends, and the occasion was one of general note all

over Stark County.
William Edward Noyes Hemperly was bom on election day and
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named for the late President William McKinley, then a candidate for

prosecuting attorney and for the late Edward Noyes elected governor of

Ohio on the date of the subject’s birth. He grew up in a home of liberal

advantages, but from early youth has made excellent use of all his

opportunities. As a boy he attended the public schools at West Brook-
field, the Massillon High School, was a student from 1887 to 1889 in

the Western Reserve Academy at Hudson, and stood at the head of his

classes in the academy. He was a student in Adelbert College, now the

Western Reserve University, from 1889 until he graduated A. B. in 1893.

During 1893-94 he was a student of law in the offices of- R. W. Mc-
Caughey at Massillon. Then attended the New York Law School in

New York City during 1894-95, and was again in McCaughey’s law
office during 1895-96. In June, 1896, he was admitted to the bar, and
at once began practice in Massillon. From 1900 to 1906 he was senior

member of the firm of Hemperly & Howells, his junior associate being

George A. Howells. Since 1906 Mr. Hemperly has practiced alone.

He is a member of the Stark County Bar Association, and has been
very active for the past few years in civic affairs. He was one of the

organizers and had charge of the legal details in the organization in

1915 of the Massillon Chamber of Commerce. He has assisted in organ-
izing many of Massillon ’s industries and has done much to bring new
industries from other cities to this Stark County center of trade and
industry. Mr. Hemperly is treasurer of St. Timothy Episcopal Church
at Massillon

;
is a member of the Massillon Chamber of Commerce

;

belongs to the Massillon Social Club, to the Massillon Commandery
No. 4, Knights Templar, and A1 Koran Temple of the Mystic Shrine at

Cleveland.

George Gibson McClaskey. On the re-election of Mayor Stalberg
as mayor of Canton in 1915, one of the most important tasks confronting
the mayor was to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of the
former director of public service. Mayor Stalberg made a very careful
and thorough search for just the right man for the position, and after
examination over a considerable field he selected as his first choice George
G. McClaskey, who in the mayor’s opinion possessed all the requisite
qualifications and experience.

On January 1, 1916, Mr. McClaskey was appointed and began his

duties as director of public service. He has had a wide experience as a
civil and constructive engineer, covering the last fifteen years, and this

combined with his thorough technical ability enabled him to enter upon
his new duties with a. protnise of great good to the municipality.

George Gibson McClaskey was born in the City of Wheeling, AVest
Virginia, July 9, 1880. He is of Scotch ancestry. His father, the late

Alvin McClaskey, was a successtul newspaper man at AVheeling and for
many years was connected with the leading newspaper of that city, the
Wheeling Register. Alvin McClaskey married Mary Virginia kluriy,
who is still living in Wheeling.

Growing up as a hoy in the Ohio River city of his hirth, George G.
McClaskey attended the public schools and was also a student in the
noted Lindsey Institute of AVheeling. From there he entered the
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University of Pennsylvania, in the technical department, and after a

thorough course was graduated with the degree of civil engineer in the

class of 1900.

Ills engineering career began in railroad work with the C. L. and
W. Railway. He was in the service of the Federal Government during
the construction of Lock No. 3 on the Ohio River. For a time at Chicago
he was employed by the Bates & Rogers Construction Company, and
was next with the engineering department of the Pennsylvania line for

about a year and subse<iuently joined the engineering forces of the

Carolina, Clinchlield & Ohio Railway in the South. Returning North
he was on the engineering staff of the Pittsburg Coal Company, his

specific work being in connection with the Montour Railway, which is a
property of the above named corporation.

Mr. McClaskey has resided at Canton since December, 1, 1914. He
came to the city to take a place with the Carnahan Tin Plate & Sheet
Company, and he resigned his position there to accept his present place

in the city government.
Mr. McClaskey is a member of the Society of Engineers of Pennsyl-

vania and fraternally belongs to the Knights of Pythias. He married
Miss Minnie P. Maskrey, daughter of A. J. Maskrey, who is general

superintendent of the Carnahan Tin Plate & Sheet Company. Mr. and
kirs. McClaskey have one son, George A., now seven years of age.

Ross Rue. Among the scattered veterans of the great Civil war who
remain to be honored by their fellow countrymen of the younger genera-

tion is Ross Rue of Alliance. Mr. Rue has passed his seventieth birth-

day, and is therefore one of the youngest of the old soldiers, all his

service, which began early in the war and continued until after the

close, having been given when he was still a boy. He came out of the

army before he was twenty-one. For many years, comprising practically

all his active life after the army, Mr. Rue was a prominent factor in the

brick manufacturing industry of Northern Ohio, chiefly in Stark County.
He has been an important factor in the industrial life of this county,

and well deserves the prosperity which he now enjoys in his retirement.

Ross Rue was born at Minerva in Stark County, Ohio, April 15,

1845. His parents were Thomas and Nancy (Warren) Rue, both of

whom were natives and married in Westmoreland County, Pennsyl-

vania. The father was born in 1801, was married in 1821, and in the

same year came to Ohio, settling in the woods three-quarters of a mile

north of IMinerva, on the farm where Ross Rue was born. Thomas
Rue was a shoemaker by trade, and as was not unusual at that time

carried on his trade ’while working his farm. He kept his shop in his

home, and being an expert workman had many demands upon his time

and services. For a number of years he did only the highest grade of

work, and was called upon to make many pairs of fine shoes, for wed-

dings and other particular occasions. One incident is recalled that

should be published. He made a pair of wedding boots for a young
man about to be married, and in order that they should be of the highest

class he sent East for a piece of the best quality of calfskin. He ac-

cepted the commission on the promise of a certain quantity of wheat
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in payment. After getting the boots crimped, he asked for the delivery

of the wheat, but the bridegroom never delivered the wheat and the

boots were kept on the crimp blocks for eighteen years. In the mean-
time the customer had married and had reared a family. It was on
the farm near Minerva that Thomas and Nancy Rue spent the rest of

their lives. Early in the war Thomas Rue went to Massillon to offer his

services as a soldier, and was recruited for the One Hundred and Fourth
Ohio Regiment. While in camp at Massillon and engaged in playing

a game of “tug” he was ruptured and was discharged, never having
been sworn into the United States service, and died live days after the

accident in 1862, at the age of sixty-one. His widow survived until

1880. Into their home were born twelve children, nine of wdiom reached
maturity. The two living at this writing are Ross and Jennie, wife of

Frank Baugher of Canton. The six sons who lived all saw service in the

same capacity or other as soldiers during the Civil war. The daughter
Nancy, who died at Minerva about fifteen years ago, was the wife of

Alexander McDowell. The daughter Margaret, who died about twenty
years ago, was the wife of John Ransom, a carpenter at Alliance. Robert,

the oldest of the sons, served as a private in the ranks of the Eighty-
second Ohio Regiment until discharged, was a mason contractor at

klinerva, and in that capacity built the Fairmont Orphans Home, the

Coates Block at Alliance, and other buildings of that class; he died about
fifteen years ago. The son Thomas was sergeant in the One Hundred
and Fifteenth Ohio Infantry, was captured at Nashville, spent about
eight months in the Andersonville prison pen, and after being exchanged
was coming home on the ill-fated steamer Sultana, and when that vessel

was above Memphis its boilers exploded and he was one of the 1,600

returning soldiers who met death after all their battles had been fought
and the war was brought to a triumphant conclusion. The son John,
who still lives at Minerva, but was for a number of years a resident of

Park Rapids, Minnesota, saw three years of service in the Sixty-fifth

Ohio Regiment. Joseph was for three years in the Twenty-sixth Ohio,

was wounded in the battle of Chiekamauga, and while lying on the field

was captured but was exchanged after two days
;
after his first term

of service expired he went out as a substitute, being paid .$1,000 for

this service, and after coming home he used this capital to study law,

and was for many years a successful practitioner at Carrollton, Ohio,

where he died about fifteen years later as a result of the wound which
had never completely healed. The son Henry was in the Third Ohio
Battery, going out at the age of sixteen and remaining until the close

of the war, and later going to Texas, where he became rich during the

oil boom, and died iii that state about three years ago.

Ross Rue while living on the old farm at klinerva learned the lessons

at a district school, hut just four months after his sixteenth birthday, on
August 1.6, 1861, enlisted in Company F of the Tliirty-secoud Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. This company was recruited from Stark and
Colnmbiana counties. Its service during the first two years was largely
in West Virginia. The regiment was captured at Harpers Ferry in
September, 1862, where it was a part of the 10,000 Union Iroops which
held in check tlie 30,000 Confederates under General Jackson for five
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days, thus preventing Jackson from eifecting a junction with Lee and
giving time to McClellan to strike a heavy blow to Lee at Antietam.
Had it not been for the vigorous I’esistance afforded by the soldiers at

Harpers Perry, Washington might have been captured in this first

great raid of the Southern troops through Maryland. On January 1,

1863, Mr. Rue was exchanged, and at that time the command was reor-

ganized and sent to join Grant during the Vicksburg campaign, where
he saw forty-five days of service during the siege. At Champion Hills

the regiment captured a battery of eight guns during one of its charges.

During the subsequent engagement Mr. Rue’s company was ordered to

man these guns. The company had originally planned to join the artil-

lery service, and hence this order was very much to their liking. After
that until the fall of Vicksburg the company used the captured guns,
and two of these pieces, with Mr. Rue as one of the men who served
them, got to the most advanced position with reference to the rebel

lines. The artillery men had dug a trench and by zigzagging had worked
their guns up to within a stone’s throw of the rebels. A monument
now marks the spot where these cannon had stood at their most advanced
position. This impromptu organization of a battery was under the com-
mand of Capt. T. D. Yost, now of Cleveland. Later the comi^any, with
Mr. Rue among them, was transferred permanently into the artillery

service and became known as the Twenty-sixth Ohio Battery of Light
Artillery. With the expiration of their regular term of service, the com-
pany veteranized and was assigned to the charge of the same guns. This
battery was left behind by Sherman to guard Vicksburg, but was fre-

quently detailed for excursions in different directions. As a light bat-

tery it traveled fast, and took part in many skirmishes often at close

quarters. On one occasion Mr. Rue and his comrades had to cut their

way out, having been almost surrounded by the enemy. The battery

was sent twice to Jackson, Mississippi, up the river for a considerable

distance and even south as far as Louisiana. It continued in service

until the close of the Avar, and was then given an equipment as a first

class battery and ordered to Texas. After the battery had embarked
on the boat these orders were revoked. The men then reported at

Columbus, and on September 2, 1865, Avere mustered out. Mr. Rue had
served as a soldier four years and seventeen days, and Avas still under
age Avhen discharged.

At the close of the Avar he began learning the mason’s trade Avith

his tAvo brothers. In 1866 he moved to Alliance, and soon began the

business of brick contracting. He constructed many of the best build-

ings erected during the subsequent tAA^enty-five years at Alliance and in

that vicinity. This business he gradually gave up in favor of brick

manufacturing, klr. Rue has the distinction of having built the first

paving brick plant north of the Ohio River at Malvern. This Avas dur-

ing the early ’80s, at a time Avhen the use of brick for paving was only

in its infancy. He built and constructed a plant at Garfield, Ohio, for

the manufacture of paving brick, and afterwards Avith others established

the Clay Products plant at Alliance. He assisted in the organization

of the Alliance Brick Company. The original plant of each of these

companies was built under his direct supervision. About 1910 Mr. Rue
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constructed the Summit Brick Company at Summitville in Columbiana
County. His interests are still in that company, which he organized,

and built the plant and installed the machinery. Mr. Rue has made a
careful study of clay deposits in Ohio, and these have convinced him
that the deposits at Summitville are the largest in the state and that

locality will be the great brick manufacturing center of Ohio.

Though his business interests have thus taken him into other counties,

Mr. Rue has always maintained his home in Alliance. He has never
allowed his name to be presented for any public office, feeling that he

served his country to the full extent during the war. One public service

he rendered was as superintendent for the City of Alliance in laying
the first sewer system. While engaged in that work, in order to prevent
the sides of the trench from falling in upon the workmen, which was
a not uncommon occurrence, he invented a screw extension brace, which
effectually retained the sidewalls in place and prevents any accidents

and also expedites the work of excavation. Mr. Rue patented this device

and finally sold it to a rival Pittsburg firm of manufacturers for the

sum of $10,000. Thus after a long career as a business man, which has
been unusually successful, Mr. Rue is now living quietly retired at

home in Alliance.

Mr. Rue married Alvina I. Roach, daughter of Ebenezer and Mary
(Roberts) Roach. Her father was a soldier all through the War of

1812, having joined the army from Ohio, in which state he was an early

settler. Mrs. Rue was born in Waynesburg in Stark County. Two of

her brothers were soldiers in the Civil war. One was Col. D. Roach,
commander of the Eighty-sixth Ohio Infantry, afterwards twice sheriff

of Carroll County, and who died at Malvern in Carroll County. The
other brother, Isaac, Avas killed at Knoxville, Tennessee, during the siege

of that city. Mr. and Mrs. Rue are the parents of three children.

Nellie, who died at the age of thirty-nine, was for a number of years
employed in the Culp store at Alliance. Elizabeth, the second daughter,
is an employe in the Culp store. Prank, a young man still at home.
Mr. Rue has been active in Grand Army circles, has served as commander
of his local post, and has revisited many of the old battlefields where he
fought as a boy. Pie has passed the various chairs in the Lodge of Odd
Fellows, and he and his wife are members of the First Methodist Epis-

copal Church at Alliance.

Oliver W. Renkert. The vice president and general superintend-
ent of the Metropolitan Paving Brick Company of Canton, Oliver W.
ReTd<ert is a son of J. J. Renkert, the pioneer paving brick manufacturer
of Canton, concerning whose interesting career of achievement a sepa-

rate article can be found in this publication. Oliver W. Renkert is a

dentist by profession, but his earliest experiences were in the brick busi-

ness and for a number of years he has given his entii’e time and attention

to that industry.

Oliver W. Renkert was born at Canal Dover, Tuscarawas County,
Ohio, October 24, 1878, and was three years of age when the family
removed to Canlon. Ilis youth and school days were spent in that city,

and ho acquired a practical knowledge of brick making by working
voi. m— 17
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while a boy around his father’s plant. After a three years’ course at

the Western Reserve University lie was graduated Doctor of Dental
Surgery in 1898, and for nine years kept an office and was engaged in
practice at Akron.

In 1903 Mr. Renkert became one of the organizers and incorporators
of the Metropolitan Paving Brick Company at Canton, and has been a
member of its board of directors ever since. In 1907, having retired
from the dental profession, he accepted the presidency and general
management of the Moberly Paving Brick Company of Moberly, Mis-
souri. He spent half a dozen years in Missouri as a brick manufacturer,
and then resigned his position and sold his interest, and in January,
1914, became general superintendent of the Metropolitan Company at

Canton. In January, 1916, he became vice president, general superin-
tendent and president of the Moberly Paving Brick Company. Mr. Ren-
kert is also interested financially in other industrial corporations in

Ohio, Missouri, Kansas and elsewhere. He is an active member of the
Canton Chamber of Commerce and the Lakeside Country Club, and the

Congress Lake Club. Mr. Renkert married Emma P. Moushey, daugh-
ter of Lewis Moushey, of Canton. To this marriage have been born two
daughters : Bernice Mae and Bessie Marie.

Robert S. Shields. More than forty years of successful practice

have given Judge Shields a high position in the Stark County bar and
his varied services in the profession and in public affairs have found a
fitting climax in his present dignity as judge of the court of appeals
of the Fifth Appellate District of Ohio. While too often the memory
of a lawyer is fleeting. Judge Shields has exercised such influence over
the life of his home city at Canton and has done so much to uphold the

prestige of his profession that his career is solidly impressed upon the

history of his time.

A son of William and Anna (Hance) Shields, both natives of New
Jersey, Judge Shields was born at Washington, New Jersey, September
28, ]845. After preparing for college at Allentown, Pennsylvania, he
entered Union College at Schenectady, New York, and was graduated
Bachelor of Arts from that old and substantial institution in 1867. He
began the study of law in the office of Hon. E. W. Stoughton of New
York City, who was subsequently United States minister to Russia dur-

ing the administration of President Harrison. Later he was a student

with his maternal uncle. Judge Joseph C. Hance of New Philadelphia,

Tuscarawas County, Ohio. He was admitted to the bar in 1870 on
examination before Judge Mellvaine at Cadiz, of Harrison County.
Since August, 1887, Judge Shields has had his home in Canton. He
came to the city well recommended, possessing real ability as well as

ambition, and from the first thoroughly identified himself with the life

of the community. In 1871 he was elected mayor of Canton, and served

in that office two consecutive terms. He was soon rewarded with a good
clientage as a lawyer, and in 1876 was elected prosecuting attorney of

Stark County, an office he also held for two terms or four years. This

service increased his reputation as a resourceful trial lawyer. In 1885

Judge Shields was appointed by President Cleveland as United States
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District Attorney for Northern Ohio, and that otBce too he held four

years. During the next twenty years Judge Shields applied himself

with no important side issues to the responsibilities of his large private

practice. In 1910 came his election to the bench of the Fifth Judicial

Circuit. This circuit court was subsequently made the court of appeals

of the Fifth Appellate District. On the bench his record has fullilJed

the expectations based upon his long and successful career as a lawyer,

and he is everywhere spoken of as an upright and honorable judge.

His present term expires February 1, 1917.

In December, 18 il. Judge Shields married Miss Clara A. Wikidal,

daughter of the late Martin Wikidal of Canton. They have one daugh-
ter, Clara.

Harry S. Renkert. It was the faith and enthusiasm in Canton’s
continued growth and prosperity and the capital and enterprise of

Harry S. Renkert which were responsible for giving that city its first

and only real skyscraper business and office block. The Renkert Build-

ing is easily the most conspicuous structure at Canton, a credit to the

city, and in many ways illustrative of the power and resources of the

community which surrounds it. The Renkert Building has a frontage of

45 feet on Market Avenue North, a similar frontage on Piedmont
Avenue, and extends for 200 feet on Third Street. It is twelve stories

high, constructed of metropolitan brick, the building material with which
the Renkert name has long been familiarly associated in Stark County.
It is a thoroughly fireproof building and is as modern in its equipment
and facilities as any structure of the kind in any city of the country. The
total cubic space in the building is 1,500,000 feet. The basement and
the first four floors and the eleventh floor are occupied by the Kenny
Brothers Company, for their department store. The other six floors

are divided into offices, many suites being occupied as the official head-
quarters for Canton’s leading industries and also as offices for professional

men.
For many years the Renkert family has been identified with Stark

County, and Harry S. Renkert is a son of Jacob J. Renkert, one of the
pioneer Ohio manufacturers of brick. Jacob J. Renkert has been in
that industry nearly fifty years, and for thirty years has been a manu-
facturer of shale brick, and is now superintendent of the Royal plant of

the Metropolitan Paving Brick Company. Harry S. Renkert, one of the
most prominent men identified with the brick industry, was born at
Canal Dover in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, January 27, 1875, a son of
Jacob J. and Emma (Lahrn) Renkert. He acquired his education in the
public schools and in the Canton Business College, and his own career as
a business man began in 1893, at the age of eighteen, as clerk in the
Keirn Bank at Louisville, Ohio. In 1896 he was made stenographer and
bookkeeper for J. L. Higley & Company, sales agents for several local

brick manufacturers, and in 1899, while continuing his relations with
J. L. Higley & Company, became a stockholder in the Royal Brick Com-
pany of Canton, and was treasurer of that company in 1900-01. In 1902
he assisted in the organization of the Metropolitan Paving Brick Com-
pany, and became its secretary-treasurer, and subsequently treasurer and
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general manager, offices which he holds to the present time. He is

director and vice president of the Canton Sheet Steel Company, and
president of the Canton Metal Ceiling Company. Recognized as one
of the foremost manufacturers of Canton, it was with special fitness that
he should give his home city its most conspicuous business building.

His relations with the business and civic community have always
been of liberal and enterprising nature. He is active in the Canton
Chamber of Commerce, being one of its directors, is president of the
Real Estate Board and chairman of the membership committee, and is

also well known socially. In the Masonic order he has taken thirty-

two degrees of the Scottish Rite, and is also a Knight Templar and
Mystic Shriller and has membership in the Canton Club, the Congress
Lake Club and the Lakeside Country Club. On October 6, 1897, he mar-
ried Minnie Sehlemmer of Canton. They are the parents of three chil-

dren : Donald J., aged sixteen; Dorothy Alice, aged eleven; and Harry
S., Jr., aged nine.

Nick Grant. Not a few of the men who in Stark County have risen

to positions of independence and business prominence are citizens of

foreign birth, who have been attracted to America by its unexcelled
advantages and unsurpassed opportunities. An example of this ener-

getic, progressive class is found in the person of Nick Grant, contractor,

who supplies stone for the Diamond Cement Works, at Middlebranch,
in Plain Township. Prom the time of his arrival in the United States,

at the age of fourteen years, Mr. Grant has been hard working and in-

dustrious, always seeking to better his condition and to adapt himself
and his resources to his surroundings.

Nick Grant was born at Paeta, Province of Foggia, Apulia, Italy,

June 24, 1878, and is a son of Antonio and Jennie Grant. His father

came to the United States in 1887, landing at New York City, where
he was joined by his son, Nick, in 1892. Father and son then went to

Johnstown, Pennsylvania, then to Pittsburgh, and later to ^Vest Vir-
ginia, where they secured employment in a lumber camp at Alexandria.
Their next location was Charleston, West Virginia, where they were
employed by a firm for five years in railroad construction, and next
worked in a stone quarry in West Virginia. Subsequently they came
to Cleveland, Ohio, where they were engaged in street railway construc-

tion, and remained in that city between five and six months. Their
next place of residence and employment was Alliance, Stark County,
where they were employed on public works for about six months, then
removing to Canton, where, six months later, they were employed by
the Canton Brick Yard. They were also engaged in public work at

Canton for several months, following which, about 1899, they came to

Middlebranch where they secured a contract, lasting about one year,

for the loading of cars with stone at the Diamond Portland Cement
Company’s plant. In 1900 Nick Grant was successful in securing the

contract for supplying stone to the plant, and this he has continued to

hold to the present time. He works on an average seventeen men, with

a steam shovel for loading the ears. In 1908 Mr. Grant and his father

were joined by the rest of the family, but after about four years the
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parents returned to their native land, where they are now living in quiet

retirement, surrounded by the comforts which are their reward for

their long years of industry.

In business circles of Middlebranch, Nick Grant is held in high
esteem as a man of the highest integrity, who has always displayed

fidelity in his business engagements and contracts. He believes in the

future of the locality which he has adopted for his own, and has shown
his faith in its development by investing his capital in real estate, being

at this time the owner of a handsome residence, another residence at

Middlebranch, and two or three pieces of valuable realty.- He also

has holdings in the City of Canton. He has taken an interest in the

civic affairs of Middlebranch, and has always been ready to give his

assistance to movements which have promised to advance its institu-

tions in any way.
Mr. Grant was married to Miss Mary Bennett, also a native of Italy,

who came to the United States when about seventeen years of age.

The marriage ceremony was performed at Canton. Mr. and Mrs. Grant
are the parents of six children, namely: Antonio, Dominic, Jennie,

Edward, Beulah and Rose. Mr. Grant and the members of his fam-
ily belong to Saint Anthony’s Roman Catholic Church of Canton. He
is fraternally affiliated with Saint Anthony’s Society, the Fraternal
Order of Eagles and the Reindeers of Canton, in all of which he is

pofjular.

Col. William II. Morgan. A manufacturer, inventor and forceful

leader in business and public affairs, Col. AVilliam II. Morgan has for

a number of years wielded an influence probably second to no other
citizen at Alliance.

He was born June 1, 1865, at Pittston, Luzerne County, Pennsyl-
vania. His father was Thomas R. Morgan, who founded the Morgan
Engineering Company at Alliance and who died in 1897. Colonel
Morgan was six years old when brought to Alliance, and as soon as his

education was completed he entered the shop and was moved ahead
step by step until he became head of the drafting department. His
achievements include the development of several important inventions
in the electrical field, and over 100 patents have been issued to him. His
executive ability has been as pronounced as his mechanical genius. In
1894 he was chosen vice president and tliree years later had to assume
the entire management of the Morgan Engineering Company, and has
been president of that big industry since his fatiier’s death. During the
war with Spain the Government placed a. special detail of soldiers to

guard the plant, which was engaged in manufacturing goods needed for

Government use. Colonel Morgan’s value as a citizen was ]>artially rec-

ognized when he was cliosen as colonel on the staff of the Oliio governor.
Colonel Morgan is a director of the First National Bank of Alliance

and the City Savings Baidc, is a trustee of Mount Union College, and
has served as president of tlu' city council. He is a republican, and is

affiliated with a large nundier of oialers and clubs.

William A. Lynch. The Lynch family has been jmmiinent in

Canton and Stark County for two gem'rations. In th(> (h'velopment
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of natural resources, the building of railroads, in the profession of

law and in the field of finance, the family have supplied executives and
leaders whose activities have not been circumscribed by any one city

or county, but have extended to many sections of the country. Prob-
ably no one family has been more closely identified with the develop-
ment of Stark County, and in the second generation in Canton excep-
tional achievement and position have been won by two representatives,

one of them the late William A. Lynch, lawyer, manufacturer and
financier, and Austin Lynch, a prominent member of the bar and presi-

dent of the Central Savings Bank of Canton.
Arnold Lynch, their father, was one of the early residents of Can-

ton, and took a leading part in the pioneer development of the coal

mining interests of Stark County. It was generally recognized that

the coal industry was one of the corner stones of the county’s prosperity.

Arnold Lynch was also identified with the opening up of coal fields in

Western Pennsylvania. A native of Ireland, he came to America in

young manhood and in Stark County met and married Prances Horan,
also a native of Ireland. Arnold Lynch was a surveyor, and was
classed in his time as a civil engineer. Many years ago he held the

office of county surveyor and county recorder of Stark County. A
man of remarkable business talents, with an energy that kept him press-

ing from one attainment to the other, he accompli.shed much that

stands today in visible evidence. He was one of the prominent factors

in the promotion and construction of railroads in the early days, and
was one of the projectors of the Pittsburg, Port Wayne and Chicago
Railway, and also of the Mahoning Valley and Cleveland Railway
between Youngstown and Cleveland. To a greater or less extent he was
interested in various other railroad enterprises. Arnold Lynch died

in 1856.

The late AVilliam A. Lynch, son of Arnold, will always enjoy a posi-

tion as one of Canton’s foremost citizens. He was born in Canton
August 4, 1844, attended the public schools of that city and in 1860
entered the office of the late Louis Schaefer and began the study of law.

On September 1, 1865, just as soon as he had become of legal age he was
admitted to the bar, and at once began a partnership relation with Mr.
Schaefer, which continued for four years. Por a number of years the

late Mr. Lynch was associated with one of Canton’s most eminent men,
AALlliam R. Day, whose career has long reflected honor on Stark County,
and who is now serving as an associate justice in the United States

Supreme Court. During the early relations of Mr. Lynch and Mr. Day
the law firm was known as Lynch & Day, and on April 17, 1878,

Austin Lynch, younger brother of William A., was admitted to the

firm, making it Lynch, Day & Lynch.
AA^illiam A. Lynch was a democrat and a man prominent in that

party and in the broader field of public affairs. He never aspired to

any public office, and the only positions he held were as prosecuting

attorney of Stark County and city solicitor of Canton. He was twice

elected prosecuting attorney. The fir-st time his opponent was Charles

Alanderson, who afterwards came into national prominence as a United

States senator from Nebraska. The second time Mr. Lynch contested
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the election his opponent was Major McKinley, later president of the

United States. In the first contest with Mr. McKinley IMr. Lynch was
defeated, but two years later both of them again appeared as can-

didates for the same office, and this time the choice of the people was
bestowed upon Mr. Lynch. Though political opponents, both Mr. Lynch
and the late President McKinley were warm friends, and the sound
economic policies represented by Mr. McKinley during his presidential

campaigns were openly supported by IMr. Lynch. Mr. Lynch in 1896
was a delegate to the Indianapolis National Sound Money Convention,
and his name appeared as an elector at large for the State of Ohio on the

Palmer and Buckner ticket. While his nominal affiliation was with the

sound money wing of the democratic party at that time, he openly and
warmly supported Major McKinley for the presidency, since he realized

the impossibility of the success of the Palmer-Buckner ticket. Again
in 1900 Mr. Lynch opposed the election of Mr. Bryan.

In 1885 Mr. Lynch had retired from the firm of Lynch, Day &
Lynch, and thereafter devoted his time chiefly to practice as counsel to

corporations. As a business lawyer he became identified with some im-
portant enterprises, particularly in manufacturing and transportation

lines. He was one of the projectors of the Pittsburg, Akron & Western
Railway, and was connected with the promotion and building of other

railway lines in the west, and also in the reorganization of railroad,

coal and iron properties and various manufacturing companies. Mr.
Lynch was also projector and president of the Canton & Massillon Elec-

tric Railway, which was the first interurban road in the United States

to he equipped with modern improvements.
The late William A. Lynch was married October 14, 1874, to Eliza

Ruth Undei'hill, daughter of Judge Underhill of Canton.

E. C. Bates. The Buckeye Jack Manufacturing Company is an
Alliance industry with a record of remarkable growth and of most sub-

stantial proportions. A brief sketch of the business is an appropriate
paragraph in a history of Stark County. In 1900 the Falla Brotlmrs
began manufacturing a certain type of jack at Louisville in Stark
County. The product was beyond all question a most useful one, though
the resources of the firm at Louisville were inadequate to put the goods
on the market and provide for the needs of a growing business. In 1904
the concern passed into the hands of a group of Alliance men, who
incorporated the Buckeye Jack Manufacturing Company with a capital

of .$25,000. Senator Silas J. Williams, Frank and O. F. Transue, E. C.

Bates and N. Falla were the incorporators with 0. F. Transue as presi-

dent, Frank Transue, vice president, and Mr. Bates secretary and man-
agei'. One of the Falla Bi'others, N. Falla, remained with the company
as superintendent, and still occupies that position. At that time the

business was transferred to Alliance, and the plant was secured in 1910
by the purchase of a nut and bolt factory, 208x70 feet. This factory at

that time furnished four times as much space as was needed. However,
the rapid growth of the business began with this change, and whereas
the company was manufaeluring in 1910 betwecTi 15,000 and 20,000
jacks, at the present time the output is fully 300,000; to make this
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possible recent additions were made to the factory amounting to 100
per cent of additional floor space. In 1912 there was a capital increase

to $50,000. The company now has on its payrolls sixty-five employes.
Several classes of jacks are manufactured, including a compound lever

track jack, an automatic lowering jack, and various kinds of automo-
bile and truck jacks. This has proved one of the most prosperous of
Alliance factories, and while small compared with many it has con-
tributed an important factor to the prosperity of that city.

E. C. Bates is a brother of B. C. Bates, an Alliance business man
in whose sketch will he found more concerning the family history. Mr.
E: C. Bates came to Alliance in 1876, learned the trade of jeweler,

and in 1879 op^^ned a store of his own. He continued this without inter-

ruption until 1904, when he sold out in order to become one of the incor-

porators of the Buckeye Company above described. At that time he was
with one exception the oldest business man in continuous location on
Main Street of Alliance. He possessed a valuable establishment, though
he had started with nothing. In early years he had lived economically,

had attended constantly to his business, never delegating its duties to

others, but could be found in his store practically every miniite of

business hours. Twenty-five years of the confining routine of mer-
chandising caused him to feel the need of a change and an enlarged
scope of activity, and for that reason he joined some of his old friends

and accepted the position of manager and secretary in the company
just described. It was a new business, and the first year he devoted
almost entirely to learning all the details of the manufacturing plant.

This experience stood him in good stead, and by hard work and close

application he mastered both the manufacturing and the commercial
features of the business. His associates are proud to accord due credit

to him, whose resourcefulness has largely made the Buckeye Jack
Manufacturing Company a success.

Mr. Bates a few years ago erected a business block in Alliance and
has also added sevei’al residences to the city. He came to Alliance

when its population was less than 5,000, and has been no small factor

in its subsequent growth and development and is one of the citizens

whose sturdiness of character and capable business judgment have
always been regarded as valuable assets to the community. Mr. Bates
also platted and sold one of the smaller subdivisions about the city.

While not spoken of as a politician, his public activity has been shown
more as a member of the board of trade and other business men’s
organizations.

In 1879 Mr. Bates married Sedalia Mell, who was born in Alliance, a

daughter of an old Pennsylvania railroad engineer who lost his life at

the explosion of his engine. Mr. and Mrs. Bates have two sons and
one daughter. C. J. Bates is assistant manager of the Buckeye Com-
pany; Lucile is the wife of Dr. Stephen A. Douglas, superintendent of

the Ohio State Sanitarium at Mount Vernon; and Bernard is a gradu-

ate of the Alliance High School and now a student in the Ohio State

University.

JosiAH HartzelIj. The late Josiah Hartzell was a native of the

State of Ohio, having been born in the Town of Deerfleld, Portage
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County, on the 7th of September, 1833. His parents were Frederick and
Mary (Ickes) Hartzell, both of whom were born and reared in Penn-
sylvania, being representatives of the staunch German stock which has

played so important a part in the history of the Keystone Common-
wealth. Frederick Hartzell removed to Ohio in 1810, and was engaged
in farming until his death, which occurred in Mahoning County, on
the 13th of November, 1868, his wife passing away on the 20th of

August, 1888. In both the paternal and maternal the descent of the

subject of this sketch is traced from German families who, in conse-

quence of religious persecution in their native land, accepted certain

landed and homestead propositions made them by William Penn and
came to America as the pioneer settlers of Pennsylvania. The original

American progenitor of the Hartzell family was Heinrich Hartzell,

who came to Pennsylvania in the year 1687.

Josiah Hartzell passed his youthful days in Portage County, Oliio,

and received his preliminary education in the common schools. In 1850
he was matriculated in Amherst College, in Massachusetts. Here he
completed the college course and graduated as a member of the class

of 1854, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Arts, while later his Alma
Mater conferred upon him in turn the degree of kTaster of Arts and
Doctor of Philosophy. After his collegiate course l\Ir. Hartzell took up
the study of law in Toledo, Ohio, and was admitted to the bar of the

state in 1856. He located in Davenport, Iowa, where he practiced law
two years and then came to Canton in 1858. He assumed the editorial

chair of the Canton Republican in 1858 and subsequently became editor

of the Canton Repository, the oldest paper in Stark County, the same
having been established in the year 1815, under the title of the Ohio
Repository. He continued as editor-in-chief of the Repository for

nearly a score of years, retiring about 1876, though he has since con-

tinued to make occasional and timely contributions to this and other
representative papers, being known as a forceful and trenchant writer

and ev(‘i* utilizing the chaste diction indicative of high scholarship and
appreciative literary taste. After his retirement from newspaper work
Mr. Hartzell devoted most of his attention to the various and important
manufacturing interests with which he was identified. He twice made
tours of the Em-opean continent and was representative of important
manufacturing interests during the Paris Exposition of 1878, as well as

that held in that city in 1900, and also at the World’s Columbian Ex-
position held in the City of Chicago in 1893.

Mr. Hartzell ever gave his allegiance to the republican party and
was an effective advocate of its cause, and while he was never animated
by political attd)ition, he was called upon to seiwe in various positions

of local trust, he was postmaster of Canton for four years, during the

administration of Presidents Lincoln atid Johnson. He also served as a
member of the board of j>ark commissioners and as sewer commissioner,
his policy in local affairs being at all times a progressive and broad-
minded one. In 1893 he was made a member of the Ohio State Board
of Health, atid served in that cai)acity twcnity years, having been jiresi-

dent of the boai'd part of that time. He was also a mend)er of the

American Public Health Association, and at its convention in Phila-
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delpliia in 1898, he was appointed a member of a committee which
received instructions to memorialize the President and Congress of the

United States to take certain measures for the suppression of yellow
fever in Cuba. In the following year he was reappointed to another
committee whose object was the same, the two committees holding their

sessions in the City of Washington. Through this means was initiated

the work which led to the establishing by our Government, in the City
of Havana, of that commission of bacteriological experts whose experi-

mental studies and careful researches have made possible the sup-
pression of yellow fever in American cities. Mr. Hartzell was a mem-
ber of the board of trustees of the Ohio Historical and Archaeological
Society, and in each of the connections noted, his zeal has been insistent

and has vitalized the work undertaken and carried forward.
On the 21st of February, 1856, Mr. Hartzell was united in marriage

to Miss Mary K. Johnson, who was born in Stark County, Ohio, being a
daughter of Simon Johnson, an honored pioneer of Stark County Of
this union were born eight children, one of whom, Mary K., died in

infancy, while of the others we give the following brief data
;
Wilbur J.,

was born November 22, 1856, is now a resident of Medford, Oregon,
engaged in fruit raising. Dora V., was born January 8, 1859, resides

in Canton, being the widow of Capt. Herman L. Kuhns. Frederick
S., was born on August 22, 1860, resides in Mabton, AVashingten, and is

secretary of the McKinley Memorial Association. Charles, born on 1he

15th day of July, 1862, is a resident of San Juan, Porto Rico, whei'e he
is engaged in the practice of law. He was formerly secretary of state of

the Island of Porto Rico. Dr. Josiah Hartzell, Jr., born on May 6, 1868,

is a dentist residing at Minneapolis. Grace, born May 28, 1871, is the

wife of Hon. Prank B. Gove of Denver, Colorado, where she resides.

Ralph AY., born October 21, 1874, resides in Denver, Colorado, where
he is engaged in the practice of law.

Lincoln A. Leonard. A resident of Stark County during the major
part of his life, Mr. Leonard was long numbered among the success-

ful and popular teachers in the public schools of the county, has
been identified with the agricultural interests of the county in a prac-

tical way, has held various positions of public trust, has shown himself

to be a citizen of utmost loyalty and progressiveness and in 1914 he was
elected for a second consecutive term in the office of county commissioner,

in which his service has been marked by progressiveness and by that

mature judgment which characterizes him in all of the relations of life.

Lie maintains his home at Alliance, is well known in this part of the

state, and the number of his friends is equal to that of his acquaintances.

Mr. Leonard was born in Johnson County, Iowa, on the 9th of Novem-
ber, 1860, a date which indicates that his parents were numbered among
the pioneer settlers in that section of the Hawkeye State. He is a son

of Jesse and Lavinia (Scranton) Leonard, the former of Avhom was born
and reared in Mahoning County, Ohio, and the latter of whom is a native

of Portage County, this state. The father, who was a carpenter by trade

but who devoted his attention to farming for many years, removed to

Iowa in 1856 and became one of the pioneer agriculturists of Johnson
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County, that state. About 1862 he returned with his family to Ohio and
established his residence in Stark County, where he passed the residue of

his long and useful life and where he died on the 6th of August, 1906.

He served as a member of an Ohio regiment in the Civil war, was a
republican in his political proclivities and was a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, as is also his widow, the latter now being a resident

of Ashtabula County. Of the children, the eldest is Mrs. James E.

Wilderson, of Ashtabula County; Mrs. Isaac L. Held resides at Tuscola,

Illinois; Mrs. AValter Gates is a resident of Williamsfield, Ashtabula
County, as is also her brother Albert W.

;
Leonard A., is the third in

order of birth of the eight children, of whom three are deceased.

Lincoln A. Leonard was a child at the time of the establishing of the

family home in Stark County, and after availing himself of the advantages
of the public schools he pursued a higher academic course at Mount
Union College, in the City of Alliance. For twenty years he was a most
popular and valued teacher in the schools of Lexington Township, this

county, where he taught eleven years in one district, five years in another,

and three in a third. For one year he held the position of superintendent

of the schools of that township, and during the entire period of his

service in the pedagogic profession he was engaged also in farming, his

homestead place being situated four miles north of Alliance and being
still owned by him.

A man of high civic ideals, Mr. Leonard has taken a lively interest

in politics and has been influential in public affairs of a local order,

his allegiance being given to the republican party. He served six years
as trustee of Lexington Township, was for two years a valued member
of the hoard of trustees of the Stark County Infirmary, and in the

autumn of 1912 was elected county commissioner. He assumed the duties

of this important office in January, 1913, and in the election of November,
1914, he w'as again chosen for this position, in which his earnest and
effective services have inured greatly to the material and civic benefit

of the county. With the exception of one year passed in the City of

Cleveland and two years in Portage County, jMr. Leonard has been a

resident of Stark County from his early childhood, and his life has been
marked by fruitful endeavor as well as by that sterling integrity of

purpose which ever begets popular esteem and confidence. At Alliance

he is affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the

Knights of the klodern Maccabees and the Sons of A^eterans, and both he
and his wife hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

On the 4th of June, 1887, was solemnised the marilage of Mr. Leonard
to Miss Anna M. Muerman, daughter of Herman and Dorothy Muerman,
of Limaville, this county, and of the four children of this union the

eldest is Herman C., who is distinct superintendent of the public schools

of Lexington and Marlboro townshiiis; Alarie is engaged as an expert
stenographer in the offices of the McCaskey Register Company, of

Alliance; and Dorothy and Harriet remain at the parmital home, as does
also the oldest daughter.

II KNiiY C. MiiJ.ic.AN. Stark County has the distinction of hi ing the

home of the largest exclusive granite ware plant in the world, the
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Republic Stamping and Enameling Company, of which Henry C. Milli-

gan is president and treasurer. Mr. Milligan has been identified with
this and kindred lines of manufacturing upwards of fifty years, is him-
self an inventor of important processes in the enameling of metal ware,
and in 1884 he originated and patented the first one-coat granite ware.
He is one of Ohio’s foremost manufacturers and industrial executives.

Henry C. Milligan was born in New York City October 22, 1851, a
son of the late Gilbert M. Milligan, who for many years was secretory
and treasurer of the Central Railway of New Jersey. It was when still

a boy and soon after finishing his education that Mr. Milligan becojue
identified with the work of enameling metal ware. That was in 1868 as

an employe of the Pioneer Enameling firm in the United States. He
learned tbe business in all its details, and subsequently was entrusted
with the responsibility of placing the goods on the markets, not ojdy
in the United States, but in South America and in European counlries.

In 1875 Mr. Milligan took up an intimate study of the processes

of metal enameling, and as a result developed a process on which he
was granted a patent. Other inventions followed, all of wliich were
patented. He has contributed perhaps as much as any other individual

to the improvement and perfection of manufacturing processe.s of mak-
ing enameled wares. In 1899 Mr. Milligan severed his connections with

eastern manufacturers, who were at that time using his patents, and
founded the Crescent Enameling Company of Cleveland, Ohio. He
became president of that concern, and in 1901, when the Carnahan
Stamping & Enameling Company was organized in Canton, he sold his

Cleveland plant to the Canton corporation, and became president of the

consolidated business. In 1906 Mr. Milligan founded the Republic
Stamping & Enameling Company, which now ranks as the largest

exclusive granite ware plant in the world. In 1915 they purchased The
General Stamping Company, of Canton, for $1,000,000. The daily out-

put is now 160,000 pieces each twenty-four hours. He has since been
its president and general manager. i

Mr. Milligan is a member of the Congress Lake Club, the Country
Club, the Elks Club and the Canton Chamber of Commerce.

Morris D. Crowl. A present county commissioner of Stark County
and long identified with public affairs and private business in this

county, Morris D. Crowl is a man of substantial achievements and posi-

tion, and represents a family long identified with this county.

Morris D. Crowl was born on the old Crowl Homestead, which he

now owns, in Paris Township of Stark County, July 23, 1870. His par-

ents were Thomas T. and Mary (Boory) Crowl. The original Crowl
settler in Stark County was his grandfather, Daniel Crowl, who was
born in Maryland in 1808 and settled in Paris Township of Stark

County in 1833. Daniel was a son of Michael Crowl, a native of Mary-
land and of German stock. Daniel Crowl married Anna Townsend, and
shortly after that event came West to Ohio, locating in Paris Township.
Thomas T. Crowl, the father, was born at the Crowl Farm in Paris

Township November 1, 1835. Eventually the ownership of the home-
stead passed into his name, and from him has descended to its present
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possessor, Morris D. Growl. His years were spent as a farmer, and he

was a citizen who in a quiet and unostentatious sphere performed a

part of usefulness and honor. Thomas T. Growl married Mary A.
Boory, who was born in Paris Township of Stark County, a daughter
of Frederick Boory, who was a native of Switzerland and came to

America when a hoy with his parents. The Boory family settled in

Paris Township among the pioneers. Thomas T. Growl who passed

away May 17, 1903, served as' township trustee and as a member of the

school board. His wife died July 18, 1896.

Morris D. Growl grew up on the farm that is now his- home, and
for an education attended the district schools. After succeeding to the

ownership of the homestead, he has been actively engaged in farming,

raising stock, buying and selling of live stock, and his activities place

him among the most enterprising citizens of Paris Township. His home
is now within the limits of the Village of Minerva.

When Mr. Growl was twenty-one years of age he was elected asses-

sor of Paris precinct and was twice re-elected, although the precinct

was opposed in its normal strength to him politically. For fifteen

years Mr. Growl was a director of the Minerva Fair Association and
was a director of the Paris and Washington Insurance Gompany for a
long time. He held the office of treasurer of Paris Township two terms,

ancl was elected a member of the Gounty Gommissioners’ Gourt, and in

1914 was a candidate for re-election to the same office. His public serv-

ice has been characterized by the same qualities which have made his

private business successful, and he is one of the leaders in Stark
Gounty affairs.

Mr. Growl married Rosa L. Brenner. She was born in Missouri.

Her father was John Wm. Petell, a Presbyterian minister in Missouri.

Her mother died when she was an infant, and she was then adopted into

the home of the Brenners. Mr. and Mrs. Growl have two sons : Virgil

Thomas and Gelon Milan.

Walter Garfield Agler. One of Stark Gounty ’s representatives in

the present Ohio Legislature, Walter Garfield Agler represents one of

the oldest family names in Sugar Greek Township, and his own career
and service has been an added di.stinction to the Agler name.

llis residence is at Wilmot, and it was on the old Agler farm about
a mile east of that village in Sugar Greek Township that he was horn
April 2, 1880. His parents were AVilliam Henry Harrison and Mary
Jane (Wilhelm) Agler, both representing old Stark Gounty families.

The Aglers located in Sugar Greek Township in pioneer times, and more
extended reference to the family will be found on other pages.

Walter Garfield Agler graduated from the AVilmot Iligh School in

1897, and in the si)ring of the following year took up work as a teacher,

a vocation he followed continuously for nine years, llis first work was
done in the Oak Ridge School, and afterwards at Sugar Greek Falls

and at Wilmot. In 1909 he enterc'd the office of county clerk \. VV.

Agler, his brolher, at Ganton, and was connected with tliat office until

Januai’y 1, 1913.

In the fall of 1912 on the republican ticket Air. Aglei- was elected a
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member of the Ohio Legislature, and in the fall of 1914 was re-eleeted.

In the first session he was a meinher of the following corninmecs:
Codes, Courts and Procedure, of which he was also secretary

;
Privileges

and Llectioi.s, of which committee he was also secretary
;
Civil Service

;

County Affairs. During the second term he was chairman of the (,'om-

mittee on Civil Service, and a member of the Finance, Banks and Bank-
ing committees. His present term as a legislator expires January 1,

1917.

Mr. Agler is active in fraternal affairs, being affiliated with Wilmot
Lodge No. 24G, Knights of Pythias, in which he has tilled all the chairs;

with Washington Council, Junior Order of United American Mechanics
at Canton; with the Loyal Order of Moose at Canton; with the Rein-
deers at Massillon; and with the Sons of Veterans.

Mr. Agler married Miss Lulu Edna Ellis, who was born at W^ines-
hurg in Holmes County, Ohio, September 9, 1882, daughter of Win-
field Scott and Uretta (Hough) Ellis. Her father was born at Berlin
iJi Holmes County, son of William Ellis, who was a native of Pennsyl-
vania. Winfield S. Ellis moved from Berlin to Winesburg and in 1890
located at Wilmot, whei’e he is now engaged in the livery business. Mrs.
Agler ’s mother was born at Mt. Eaton, Ohio, daughter of George
Hough, who was a native of New York State. Mrs. Agler ’s mother died
in 1903. There is one child of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Agler,
Dorothy Jane, born July 7, 1910.

Marion Oliver Sherer. The excellent business standing of Marion
Oliver Sherer rests upon many years of activity, but principally is it

the outgrowth of the successful lumber business with which he has been
connected since 1892. He is further known as the secretary and treasurer
of the Central Novelty Company, as a public-spirited promoter of stable

and practical conditions, and as a citizen who has been willing to con-

tribute of his time and abilities to the public service at Louisville.

iMr. Sherer was born on his father’s farm in Hardin County, Ohio,
August 28, 1863, and is a son of Christian Sherer, a native of Ger-
many. The father came with his parents to the United States in boy-

hood, the family settling first about five miles south of Canton. Chris-

tian Sherer was married in Stark County to Sophia Bergurt, who was
born in this county, and after their marriage they went to Hardin
County, where the father engaged in agricultural pursuits. In 1869
they returned to Stark County and located four miles south of Canton,
the father continuing to farm there until the spring of 1893, when he

retired and moved to Canton, and in 1905 to Louisville, where he still

lives in quiet retirement at the comfortable home of his son Marion O.,

being past eighty years of age. His first wife died in Hardin County,
when her son Marion 0. was about two years of age, and Mr. Sherer
was again married in that county, being united with Miss Mary Ber-

gurt, the sister of his first wife. Her death occurred at Canton, in 1905.

Marion Oliver Sherer was brought up as a farmer boy in Hardin
and Stark counties, where he received his education in the district

schools. He was not satisfied, however, to follow an agricultural career,

and accordingly fitted himself for commercial operations by a course
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at a business college at Ada, Ohio, being graduated in 1888. In that

same year he established himself in business as the proprietor of a retail

grocery store at Canton, but after two years disposed of his interests in

tliat enterprise and went into the livery business in the same city, lie

liad not yet found his proper groove and after one year he sold his

livery business and took a position with the Boston Dry Goods Com-
pany, a concern with which he was connected until December 31, 1892,

when he came to Louisville. Here Mr. Sherer recognized an opportunity,

and purchased a lumber yard, which, through poor management and
neglect, had been allowed to get into bad condition. With characteristic

energy he set about to right matters, soon had business on the increase,

and as the years passed developed one of the leading businesses of its

kind in the county. The mill was soon found too small for his use, and
he has been forced to build numerous additions to it, as well as to erect

other structures, including a modern office building, the plant now cover-

ing three acres of ground. An evidence of Mr. Sherer ’s success may
be found in the fact that since 1892 the business has increased in volume
more than 400 per cent. He gives employment to twelve men, and his

trade comes from all over this part of the country, where his name and
reputation are honored in business circles. In addition to his lumber in-

terests, l\lr. Sherer is connected with the Central Novelty Company, of

which he was one of the organizers, and which was incorporated in 1908,

at which time he was elected secretary and treasurer, positions which he
still retains. This company manufactures doll beds, toys of all kinds
and sidewalk specialties, and from its inception has enjoyed a steady
and ever-increasing trade. The regard in which he is held by his busi-

ness associates in the city is shown by the fact that for several years he

has served in his present position of president of the Louisville Business
Men’s Association.

Mr. Siierer was married to Miss Laura Starkey, of near Robertsville,

Stark County, daughter of the late John Starkey, and to this union
there have been horn five children: Burdette, who is completing her
medical training in the hospital at Youngstown, Ohio; Mildred IM., who
is a graduate nurse at Cleveland; Ruth E., a student at Ohio Wesleyan
University, at Delaware, Ohio; Ray S., who is a teacher in the public

schools; and Lowell E., a student in the Louisville High School.

Mr. Sherer is a thirty-second degree Mason, belonging to Julliard

Lodge No. 460, Louisville
;
Chapter, Commandery and Scottish Rite,

Canton
;
Lake Erie Consistory, at Cleveland, and A1 Koran Temple,

Cleveland. He also bolds membership in the Knights of the Maccabees
and has a wide circle of friends in fraternal circles. At all times he
has taken a keen and helpful interest in civic affairs, and was mayor of

Louisville two terms, from 1895 until 1900, making one of the loading

executives the city has known. From 1893, for ten years, Mr. Sherer
was a member of the Louisville School Board, and during nine years of

that time served as president of that body. He is respected for his many
amiable and excellent traits of character, and for the example of sterling

manhood which he has contributed to the annals of his adopted City of

Louisville.
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Carrell B. Allman. In the death of Carrell B. Allman on the
21st of February, 1903, there passed from Massillon a citizen who had
for more than a third of a century been prominently identified with
local business affairs, was president of the Allman & Putman Company,
operating the Bee Hive Store, the largest department store in the city,

and one who in conjunction with his success as a thorough business
man had been prominently connected also with public affairs and in
religious and social life of the city. In Massillon he represented both
character and power, and much of what he did still remains to testify to

a lifetime of effort and to remind his former associates of one whose
presence had made them better and stronger.

Carrell B. Allman was born at the Village of Navarre, Bethlehem
Township, Stark County, December 29, 1842, and was in his sixty-

first year at the time of his death. He was a son of Daniel and Eliza-

beth (Baines) Allman, and a grandson of Ebenezer Allman. The grand-
father was born in Maryland November 11, 1764, and from that state

removed to Southwestern Pennsylvania in Washington County, lived

there until 1808, and then came to Stark County, being the first settler

in Bethlehem Township, where the rest of his life was spent. Thus
more than a century has passed since the Allman family became identi-

fied with Stark County, and there is no standard of measurement which
can accurately represent the wholesome influences which have emanated
from the three generations whose years and energies have been expended
in this locality. Ebenezer Allman was one of the men of light and lead-

ing in Bethlehem Township, and before his death had developed a good
farm in the midst of the primeval forest. He was one of the early

members of the Methodist Church, and brought his faith with him into

the wilds of Stark County. He was manned in Maryland to Agnes
Carrell who was born July 20, 1772. The thirteen children of their

union were George, William, James, Mary, John, Daniel, Carrell, Harnon,
James (2), and Barnes, twins, Sarah, Elizabeth and Margaret.

Daniel Allman, father of the late Massillon merchant, was born
during the residence of the family in Washington County, Pennsyl-

vania, September 16, 1797, and was about eleven years of age when the

famiily came to Ohio. His educational opportunities were measured by
the primitive standards of local schools in that day and at an early

age he became a practical worker on the old homestead in Stark County.
After reaching his majority he took up merchaudising, and was engaged
in business at Navarre and at Rochester in Stark County and for a time

at Bolivar in Tuscarawas County. As a business man he possessed a

distinctive judgment that brought him more than moderate success in

his efforts. He died at Massillon in 1867, and his widow survived many
years until January 12, 1908, her home being with her son the late

Carrell B. Allman. Daniel Allman was a member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and in polities gave his support to the republican

party after its organization. He married Miss Elizabeth Baines, who
was born in Yorkshire, England, March 11, 1819, a daughter of John
Baines, the maiden name of her mother being Chapman. The Baines

family were among the early settlers of Stark County. Daniel and
Elizabeth Allman were the parents of four children ; Melissa, deceased

;
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Carrell B.
;
Agnes, who married D. M. Anderson

;
and Hamon, of Mas-

sillon.

It was always a matter of satisfaction to the late Carrell B. Allman
that his early youth was spent in the country, in a home of comfort
and high ideals in Bethlehem Township. He attended the common
schools in the neighborhood up to the age of eighteen, and not long
after that the war broke out and his loyalty to the union sent him forth

as a volunteer in the One Hundred and Seventh Ohio Infantry. After
one year he received an honorable discharge on account of physical dis-

ability. In 1864 he became associated with his father in the merchandise
business at Bolivar, Tuscarawas County, lived there one year, and in

1868 came to Massillon. With the business interests of that city he was
thereafter identified for thirty-five years. His first connection in Mas-
sillon was with the pioneer mercantile house of J. G. Warwick & Com-
pany. In 1871 this was reorganized as Allman, Gross & Wetter, and
so continued until 1876, and thereafter as Allman & Wetter until 1882.

In 1883 the late Mr. Allman began merchandising with his brother-in-

law, John C. P. Putman. Their business, long known as the Bee Hive
Store, was incorporated January 1, 1902, as the Allman & Putman
Company. Under that corporate title the affairs of this store are still

conducted, though both the original principals are now deceased. Both
the partners possessed that valuable talent, the faculty for business

organization, and their progressiveness and energy kept the Bee Hive
continuously in the lead as a retail center of merchandise, and they
developed it into the most extensive department store in Massillon. At
the present time the store is one that would do credit to any city of

Ohio.

Throughout his long career as a merchant the late Mr. Allman held

strictly to those fundamental principles and practices which are at the

foundation of true success, and the prospei’ity of his store was founded
on the bedrock of integrity. At the same time in his quiet and unosten-

tatious way, he made a generous use of his accumulations. It Avill be
appropriate to recall some of his business characteristics. He possessed

not only the thoroughness and knowledge of detail found in most suc-

cessful merchants, but also many of those sterling habits of action which
made men trust him as much for his spoken word as for his written

guarantee. He was especially prompt in keeping his business engage-
ments and expected the same consideration on the part of others. He
always gave a ready hearing to all who desired to see him, ami all

matters claiming his attention were disposed of quietly and critically.

His associates testify in strong terms to his kindness of heart ami his

considerate and helpftd counsel, and he was not only an adviser but one
who put his words into practical accomplishment.

Outside the sphere of his business interests, he deserves to be espe-

cially rememhei'ed for his ])rottiincnt work as a member of the First

Methodist Episcopal Church of Massillon. He was a trustee, served for

many years as superintendent of the Sunday school, was liberal in his

contributiojis to the various channels of church activity. At his death
the official hoard of the church at a special meeting drew up resolu-

tions, from tli(> preambles of which some characteristic facts concerning
Vol. Ill—IR
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his life may appropriately be quoted: “For thirty years or more
Carrel! B. Allman has been actively interested in the business and
spiritual welfare of the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Massillon,
during most of the time as a member of the board of trustees and for
many years as a steward, long and faithfully served as a class leader,

and was actively engaged in the work of the Sunday school as superin-
tendent and teacher; Ids Christian character throughout his church life

has been an example and inspiration
;
his eminent business capacity and

righteous life qualified him to be a ‘pillar of the church,’ and his death
has left a sore vacancy in our ranks.” As a tribute of respect to their

departed associate the members of the board kept his chair vacant for

the remainder of the Conference year.

Fraternally the late Mr. Allman was identified with the Masonic
order, having attained the Knight Templar degree. Politically he was
stanch in his adherence and support of the republican party, though
never a loractical politician, and rather making his business and his

everyday routine of accomplishment work toward the civic welfare and
betterment of the community. He had not only hundreds of business

associates who admired and respected him, but also possessed a marked
capacity for gaining and retaining friends. His death was felt as a
personal bereavement in many homes in Massillon, and what his personal

relations meant to the city was well portrayed in the editorial columns
of a local newspaper, in an article from which the following sentences

are extracted: ‘‘The blow which has fallen upon the Allman home iu

this city is one that also smites the whole city with genuine sorrow.

The sacred sorrow behind the closed doors on East Main street and the

piteous pain of that daughter whose bridal wreaths have scarcely faded

and who is speeding tonight across the continent to her mother’s side

—

these griefs cannot be known to any but God. But in the wider circle

of church and business, and the yet wider one of citizenship, there comes
a sense of irreparable loss when a good man dies that is near akin to

personal grief. So this Saturday night the name of C. B. Allman will

be upon many a lip and a gloom upon many a heart of men and women
who knew him only in brief contact of business

;
and those who knew

him better will pause and speak together Avith tearful eyes about his

life and deeds, and to sympathize with his dear ones in this, their saddest

hour.
’ ’

September 15, 1870, Mr. Allman married Miss M. Alice Putman,
daughter of Capt. Timothy C. Putman. Her grandfather Putman was
one of the pioneers of Stark County. The three children born to Mr,

and Mrs. Allman were: Walter H., Grace P. and Elizabeth Alice. The
son Walter H. graduated from the Ohio Wesleyan University in 1894,

took post-graduate work for one year in Cornell University, followed

by a post-graduate course at the Johns Hopkins University in 1896.

For a time he was engaged in the retail plumbing business at Massillon,

later went to Canton, and conducted a wholesale plumbing supply house

under the firm name of W. H. Allman & Company. He also estab-

lished a sand and stone business at Dundee under the name Dundee
Silica Company, and was thus engaged at the time of his death on May
14, 1914. Walter H. Allman married Margaret Morgan of Massillon,
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and their children are Carrell B., James P. and J. Morgan, twins, and
Walter H. The daughter Grace P. is the wife of Melville K. Snyder of

Detroit, Michigan, and their two children are Alice and Charles W.
Tlie second daughter, Elizabeth Alice, is Mrs. Rodolfa Simouetta of

Massillon.

in 1909 Mrs. Allman married Charles M. Bartruff of Massillon, who
died in 1910. Mrs. Bartruff is now living quietly at her home, 1120

East Main Street, Massillon. She is a capable business woman, and
demonstrated her capacity in that respect, when, at the death of Mr.
Allman, she became president of the Allman & Putman Company, and
still has the executive responsibilities formerly borne by her first

husband.

Alliance Clay Product Company. One of the leading enterprises

of Alliance, which during the few short years of its existence has been

so ably handled by the men at its head that it has grown to large pro-

portions, is the Alliance Clay Product Company. An enterprise backed
by Alliance men and Alliance capital, its career has been one of steady

advancement and characterized by the progressive spirit of this flourish-

ing city, to the industrial prestige of which it has contributed in so large

a degree.

The Alliance Clay Product Company was incorporated August 15,

1905, with a capital of $50,000, and its earnings and surplus were added
until it reached $125,000. August 26, 1913, it was increased to $200,000,

its incorporators being Adam Grosser, Ross Rue, David B. Turnipseed,

W. S. Epperson and George Reeves. The company was formed for the

manufacture of building brick and the celebrated Speedway paving
block. The present officers are : B. P. Weybrecht, president

;
John Eyer,

vice president; and J. B. Wilcox, secretary-treasurer and general man-
ager. The company owns a plant covering eighteen acres just southeast

of the city, the original plant having had eight kilns, with 40,000 daily

capacity and employing about forty men, an equipment with which, in

1914 the concern did a business in excess of $100,000. The highest
expectations of its founders have been surpassed, and in the spring of

1915 a new plant was erected, which has a daily output of 100,000, this

bringing the company’s business to froiri $250,000 to $300,000 annually,
about an average of 110 men being employed.

The business has grown constantly, in number of kilns, and also in

greater efficiency and conse(|uent output, it becoming necessary to greatly

enlarge. The new plant is ecpiipped with the most modern machinery,
appliances and a])purtenances in every department. The buildings,

including the office, are all new, except the former kilns, and a most
perfect kiln has been produced and thoroughly tested, all of the ten new
kilns being of the same pattern. In size they are from two and one-half

to three times the size of the older ones, and have facilities of lilling and
emptying, the loaded cars being hauled to the kilns by electric power.
The construction of the kiln is so arranged that it conserves the heat and
so distrihutes it that an even burning is assured, while a gasoline loco-

motive hauls the clay and shale to the grinders or pans, and all the
machinery from this point is oi)crated by electric power. The ground
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material passes on elevators to the pug-mill, which, attached to the brick
machine, form one of the very largest in use. The brick are i3laeed on
small cars and run into drjdng tunnels, with capacity for 150,000 brick.

After the burning of the brick has been completed, large electrically

driven fans draw the hot air from the kilns underground to the dryer.
The cars of dried brick are taken from the dryer to the various kilns over
an industrial track along which they are located. The coal is delivered
by the C. & P. Railroad from which cars the coal can either be dumped
into a bin and hauled to kilns by carts, or into small cars on the track
which delivers the bricks to the kilns. All is planned with regard to

every detail and much credit must be accorded to those who have so

perfectly carried out the project.

It being owned and operated by Alliance men, the concern stands as

one of the city’s leading and most prosi>erous industries and one in

which the citizens of the community may take great and just pride. Its

products supply not only a great part of the local demand for such goods,

but are extensively used also in distant fields, Detroit being especially

prosperous market and for several years has used over 1,000,000 of the
])aviiig blocks as well as many car-loads of building brick. The materials

used in the production have been found most excellent for fire brick,

vitrilied building and paving brick, as the “Speedway” is considered

one of the best paving blocks made.
J. B. AVilcox, secretary-treasurer and general manager of the Alliance

Clay Product Company, and one of the men who have made the success

of this concern possible, was born at Deerfield, Portage County, Ohio,

March 20, 1856, and is a son of A. H. and Adeline AYilcox, and a grand-
son of AA^illiam AVilcox. A. II. AVilcox was born in Massachusetts, in

1812, and was five years of age when he accompanied his parents to Ohio,

the family settling on a farm in Portage County, where the father engaged
in agricultural pursuits during the remainder of his life.- One of his

sons, AVilliam, is still the owner of the old homestead, which has been in

the family for many years.

J. B. AVilcox received a public school education, and in his youth
learned the trade of mason. Gradually, as he grew to manhood, he

developed into a mason and building contractor, and as such came to the

City of Alliance, in 1887. Here he continued to carry on the same line

of business for many years, operating principally in the line of building

open heartb steel furnaces. He finally became a contractor for many
buildings in Alliance, and having to use great cpiantities of brick he

became especially interested in the brick industry, and when the Alliance

Clay Product Company was organized, he became a stockholder and
director, although it was not until the death of the former manager, 0. U.

AValker, late mayor of Alliance, in 1910, that he assumed his present

duties. John Eyer, the present vice president of the company, is the

only other original director. Mr. AVilcox is a man of progressive spirit

anci enterprise, and executive ability, and a business man of foresight,

acumen and knowledge of modern methods. Under his management the

firm has grown and prospered, its plans have been carefully and
expeditiously carried out, and its activities have been so carried on as to

benefit the city. He is known as a stirring and public-spirited citizen
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who has the best interests of Alliance at heart, and whose support may
be depended upon to further good movements.

Mr. Wilcox married Miss Anna Shively, of Deerfield, Ohio, and to

this union there have come four children, namely : Oatis of the Con-
solidated Realty Company, of Alliance, and a director in the Alliance

Clay Product Company
;
Dayton C., a contractor and builder, under

whose supervision the new plant of the company has just been completed

;

Mabel, who is the wife of Clark Sehneeberger, of the Morgan Engineering
Company; and Eva, who is the wife of George Miller, with the Sharer
Furniture Company.

William Antram. It is doubtful if any of the early settlers occu-

pied a more conspicuous place and did more for the upbuilding and
development of old Mount Union than the late William Antram. Both
he and his wife, Maria (Holloway) Antram, were among the citizens

whose memories deserve to remain long and receive recognition for their

activities and character.

Both William Antram and his wife were natives of Ohio. She was
born at Old Lexington in Stark County in 1823, while he was born in

Columbiana County in 1812. William’s father was Jesse Antram of

Fayette County, Pennsylvania. He spent a year or two in Ohio about

1812, and then returned to Pennsylvania, and William grew up in

Payette County. His wife was a daughter of Job Holloway, who also

spent a year or two in Stark County, and was killed while erecting a

sawmill on the river at Old Lexington. After his death his widow
returned to Payette County, Pennsylvania. William and Maria were
married about 1840, and in 1844 removed to Stark County. His wife’s

mother had acquired an interest in a tract of land in Stark County
which had been entered from the Government during the ’30s, and
it was to locate on this land that William and Maria Antram came to

Stark County.
The land, 160 acres, was solidly covered with timber, and was

located a mile west of the present Square at Mount Union. A consider-

able part of the tract is still in heavy timber. In 1844 Mount Union was
an insigniticant little hamlet located on the state road, and possessed
only one small hotel. William and wife came from Pennsylvania in

wagons and they lived at the hotel until he could erect a small log
cabin, to which they moved in the fall of 1844. In 1851 the substantial
frame was erected which is still standing as one of the landmarks in that
part of the country. AVilliarn Antram built a sawmill at Mount Union
on the site of the present Stroup Lumber Yard. While managing tlie

farm he also operated the mill, and for forty-five years was the principal
lumber manufacturer in Mount Union. He also 0])erated a lath mill,

and cut the lumber for the building of most of the houses in early
Mount Union. In the meantime he improved sixty acres of his farm
and finally had 120 acres under cultivation. On that old homestead he
passed away after a life of unusual activity and usefulness in July, 1894,
at the age of eighty-two.

He had continued to b(> active in the work of his mill until past the
age of seventy-five. He j)ut up several houses in the town, and was
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always public spirited and unselfish in his efforts. He took stock in the
first railroad built to Alliance and owned that stock until his death.
He also helped build the first church and both the old seminary and
the college. He was not a church member, but was generous in his sup-
port of religion and philanthropic undertakings. In politics he was a
republican until 1872, when he voted for Greeley, and after that was a
regular democrat. He never held an office and believed in the principle

that the office should seek the man instead of the man the office.

His widow survived until March, 1901, when she was eighty-three
years of age. She had lived for nearly sixty years on the old farm. She
was reared in the Hicksite Quaker Church, but was not married in

that faith, and thereafter had no active connections with it.

The ten children born to William and Maria Antram were as fol-

lows: John T., who was a mill operator and railroad man, died at the

age of fifty years; Samuel E., who lived on the old farm; Nathan L., a
farmer, who died at the age of fifty; Martha A., wife of Erskine Allison
of Mount Union

;
Henry W., a retired citizen of Mount Union

;
Albert

L., a farmer in Adair County, Iowa
;
Ira W., a farmer in Stark County.;

Lizzie, wife of Wilbur Galbraith of Mahoning County; and two children

that died in infancy.

John G. Unkefer. One of the business corporations that lend dis-

tinction to Stark County industrial affairs is the John G. Unkefer &
Company, builders and general contractors, whose home offices are at

Minerva. The president and general manager is John G. Unkefer, of

an old and well known family in that section of Stark and Carroll coun-

ties. Mr. Unkefer has had fully a quarter of a century of active experi-

ence in carrying out contracts involving the expenditure of many
millions of dollars throughout the ea.stern portion of the United States.

His firm is now noted as one of the largest in the United States special-

izing in the construction of Government buildings.

Though a native of the Village of Minerva, John G. Unkefer was
born on the Carroll County side of that village on December 1, 1864.

His paternal great-grandfather John Unkefer was a native of Maryland,
came to Stark County in the very early pioneer period, locating in the

vicinity of Minerva. The paternal grandfather, Frederick Unkefer, was
born in New Franklin, Stark County, but subsequently became the

owner of large tracts of land ad,joining the Village of Minerva in

Carroll Count.y. As one of the prosperous men of that locality he did

much for its upbuilding, and donated the land for the cemetery, while

the present Minerva Fair Grounds are located on a tract once owned
by him.

Jeremiah G. Unkefer, father of John G., was born at Minerva in

Carroll County in 1821 and died in 1894. He married Susan E. Perdue,

who was born at Minerva also on the Carroll County side in September,

1837, and is still living, making her home with a daughter in Pitts-

burg, Pennsylvania. Her father, John T. Perdue, came from his native

State of Maryland to Minerva, and was a pioneer banker in that vil-

lage, being for many years senior member of the firm of J. T. Perdue
& Company, bankers. His associate in the business was a son-in-law
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Jeremiah G. Unkefer. Previous to his banking experience Jeremiah
Unkefer kept a stock of merchandise at Minerva. In 1882 the hank
liquidated its affairs, and after that Mr. Unkefer re-entered mer-
chandising but retired and gave up all his active business affairs in 1900.

It was in the little community of Minerva where he now has his busi-

ness offices, that John G. Unkefer was reared and educated. In 1883, at

the age of nineteen, he acquired his first experience in the engineering
profession, by joining the engineer corps engaged in surveying the rail-

way line from Alliance to Bergholtz, Ohio, the engineer in charge being
Carl Bergholtz. In 1884 he accompanied Mr. Bergholtz to New Yoi’k

City and assisted in surveying a line from New York to Danbury, Con-
necticut, known as the New York, Danbury and Boston. The same year,

however, he returned to Minerva and for the following two years read
law in the office of John P. Jerome. In that time he convinced him-
self that the proper field for his energies did not lie in the legal profes-

sion, and he again took up engineering, joining the staff of the late Col.

George E. Waring, the construction and sanitary engineer of inter-

national fame. Colonel Waring made Mr. Unkefer his assistant in

charge of the construction of the sewerage system at East Liverpool,

Ohio. In 1890, still under Colonel Waring, he built the canal at Mid-
dlesboro, Kentucky. He next became sales engineer for the Calumet
Fire Clay Company and the Empire Clay Company in Ohio, and when
these and many other plants were combined into the Central Sewer
Pipe Company of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, Mr. Unkefer was made
assistant manager of the corporation.

In 1894, a little more than twenty years ago, ]\Ir. Unkefer entered
the field of general contracting where his most important successes have
been won. In New York City he became a member of the firm of Tate
& Company. At that time Colonel Waring was attracting much atten-

tion all over the country by his efficiency as New York’s commissioner
of streets. Partly due to his influence the firm of Tate & Company
was awarded the contract for removing the snow from the streets of the

city during the winter of 1895-96, this being the first time a contract
for the removal of snow had ever been awarded to a private firm of

contractors. In the spring of 1896 Mr. Unkefer became a member of the

firm of Mellvain & Unkefer, contractors, operating in New York City
hut with their main offices at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. This firm con-

structed the United States Government Building at Paterson, New
Jersey, in 1896-98, and during the same period built the Brockton
(Massachusetts) Postoffice and in 1898-1900 they completed the Norfolk
(Virginia) Postoffice and courthouse. In 1900-01 they completed the

Soutli Carolina State Capitol at Columbia. In 1901 this firm was dis-

solved, since which time Mr. Unkefer conducted business iinder his own
name until April 30, 1913. when it was incorporated as John G. Unkefer
& Company, with himself as ])residcut and manager.

Mr. Unkefer erected the buildings, seventeen in number, for the

Mounlain Branch National Soldiers Home, at Johnson City, Tennessee,

in 1902-04, these buildings costing from $40,000 to $165,000 each, mak-
ing the total coniract nearly .$2,000,000. Mr. Unkefer also installed all

the mechanical equipment. In 1904-05 he built the postoffice building
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at Chillieothe, Ohio, the high school at Miamisburg, Ohio, and Carnegie
Hall at Moore’s Hill, Indiana. In 1907-08 he constructed the Ironton
(Ohio) County Courthouse; in 1908 the Butler (Pennsylvania) High
School and East Liverpool (Ohio) Postoffice. Beginning in 19U8 and
continuing through 1909-10 he constructed the Carlisle (Pennsylvania)
Postotnce Building, the Ford City (Pennsylvania) High School, the
Marion (Ohio) Postoffice Building, the \\ abash (Indiana) Postoffice
Building, the Athens (Ohio) Postoffice Building and began the Dela-
ware (Ohio) Postoffice. Alter that followed in rapid succession the
postoffice at Steelton, Pennsylvania, the Washington (North Carolina)
Courthouse, the Morgantown (West Virginia) Postoffice, the Homestead
(Pennsylvania) Postoffice, the Butler (Pennsylvania) Postoffice, the
Danville (Kentucky) Postoffice, the Frankfort (Kentucky) Postoffice,

the Winchester (Kentucky) Postoffice, Bellefontaine (Ohio) Postoffice,

the gynasium building at Danville, Kentucky.
Since the incorporation of the tirni there have been constructed the

postoffices at Fulton, New York, Courtland, New York and Piqua, Ohio,
arid the immense plant of the Highland Milk Condensing Company at

Minerva, Ohio, where the buildings cover more than an acre of ground.
At the present writing the firm has under way the postoffices at Mid-
dlesboro, Kentucky, and Laurel, Mississippi, the postoffice and federal

courthouse at Charlotte, North Carolina, the last being a $200,000 con-

tract. On December 2, 1915, the company was awarded the contract

for constructing the Elyria (Ohio) Postoffice.

Mr. Unkefer supervises all his company’s operations, buys material,

and by the range of his material and achievements is easily one of the

foremost contracting engineers in the country. The firm has facilities

for mechanically equipping all the buildings constructed, even to the

details of plumbing, heating, etc.

In his home town Mr. Unkefer has long been regarded as a leading
citizen. He is affiliated with the Blue Lodge of Masons at Minerva, and
also belongs to Allegheny Commandery No. 35, Knights Templar, in

Pennsylvania, the Lake Erie Consistory of the Scottish Rite, and the

Alhambra Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Chattanooga, Tennessee.

John Brady Bowman, A. M. The dean of Mount Union College,

Alliance, John Brady Bowman, A. M., may be numbered among those

men who overcome circumstances and shape their own lives. With no
financial assistance or other favoring influences in his youfh, he never-

theless inherited from his parents the best of legacies, health, industry

and integrity, and these, united to temperance, thrift, and shrewd intel-

ligence, were the equipment with which he won his wmy to his present

success in life. AVhile he has borne a large share of the labors of pro-

fessional and public life, accomplishing not less for the public welfare

than for his own advantage, he has at the same time preserved his love

of letters, his pursuit of manly and invigorating pastimes, and his indul-

gence in the amenities of a gentle and refined life.

Dean Bowman was born on a farm in Osnaburg Township, Sfark

County, Ohio, October 5, 1865, and is a son of Jonathan and Eliza

(Kelley) Bowman. The father was born in the same township, in 1821,
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a son of Samuel Bowman, who came as a pioneer to Stark County in

1817, from near Reading, Pennsylvania, ana here passed the remainder
of his life as a tider of the soil, the old home farm, one and one-half

miles west of Robertsville, still being in the family name, the possession

of Isaac Bowman, the youngest of the pioneer’s sons. Both paternal

grandparents are buried in the Lutheran Cemetery at Mapleton. Of
tlieir twelve children, ten reached years of maturity, but only two now
survive : Isaac and Benjamin, the latter a resident of Aurora, Iowa.

The sons were all farmers, and Daniel, David, Isaac and Jonathan
reared families in Stark County, their descendants being found in Osna-
burg and Canton townships.

The mother of Dean Bowman was a daughter of Col. Richard Kelley,

who came to Ohio in 1819, engaged in farming, and died at the age of

fifty-six years. He was one of the prominent men of his community,
was a colonel in the old state militia, and a leading whig, being well

informed on subjects of the day, although never a seeker for political

preferment. He was a devout member of the Methodist Church, in

which he was for many years a class leader. The first meetings in

his community of that denomination were held at his home and a

large church was started on his farm, but subsequently was established

at Paris, where it is now located, and of which he was the first class

leader and for many years a trustee. One of his sons, Washington,
served as a soldier in the Union army during the war between the

North and the South. His daughter, Eliza, was born on the Kelley
homestead in 1827, met and married Mr. Bowman, October 20, 1850, in

that vicinity, and continued to reside on the same property until her
death in 1906, Mr. Bowman having bought the farm. He lived on this

property for fifty-eight years, or until his death in 1908, when eighty-

seven years of age, and did much to add to its value, increasing its

acreage and making many improvements. He carried on general farm-
ing and also devoted a part of his land to orchards, and was known as

one of the substantial men of Osnaburg Township. Jonathan Bowman
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church from the time of

his marriage, and was a class leader and Sunday school worker for a
long period. For thirteen years he was a member of the board of edu-
cation, and during that time did much to improve the public school sys-

tem. Mrs. Bowman, who took an active part in church work throughout
her life, was a true friend in time of sickness or trouble, and was
greatly beloved by the people of the neighborhood in which she lived for
so many years. Six children were born to Jonathan and Eliza Bow-
man : Mary, who is the wife of Isaac Clapper and resides on the old
Kelley homestead; Sadie, who is the wife of Daniel Myers, of Osnaburg;
Martha, who is now deceased, was the wife of Elijah Riley, also de-

ceased ; a son who died in infancy; John Brady, of this review; and
Homer Kelley, who married Alice Henning, daughter of the Rev. G. W.
Henning, of the Reformed Church, and lived on the old home until his

death in 1908.

John Brady Bowman resided on the old homestead until he was
twenty years of age, and was given his preliminary schooling in the
district schools of Osnaburg Township. He was nineteen years of age
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when he began teaching, thus securing the means wherewith to attend
Mount Union College, where he was graduated from the classical course

in 1892, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and from which institu-

tion he received the degree of Master of Arts in 1903. His college edu-
cation was not secured without difficulty, for his means were limited and
he boarded himself for more than half of his college career. He was
an earnest and assiduous student, but found time to enjoy the pleasures

of college life, being a member of the Alpha Tan Omega fraternity and
the Republican Literary Society, and second lieutenant of the college

cadets.

When he had graduated from Mount Union College, Dean Bow-
man secured a professorship at Volant College, Volant, Pennsylvania,
where for four years he taught Latin and mathematics. This
was followed by two years as president of Mount Hope College, and in

1899 he was called to the presidency of the Northeastern Ohio Normal
College. In 1902 Dean Bowman came to Mount Union College, as

professor of education, and continues to occupy that chair in connection
with his work as dean. For four years bursar of the college, he was
elected dean in 1912, and in this capacity directs the classification of

students, and the administration of the eurrieulums of the college. From
the first he has been an earnest promoter of the cause of education, and
for a number of years has been an active member of the National Educa-
tion Association, the Ohio Teachers Association, and the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, faithfully giving his

time and thought and work to the cause which enlisted the earliest sym-
pathies of his boyhood and the matured interest of his later life.

Dean Bowman is pre-eminently literary and cultured. His public

addresses are along educational line.s, and he is frequently called upon
to deliver commencement and educational addresses. That he has en-

tered thoroughly into the life of the college, is shown by his interest in

and knowledge of athletics, and his services as chairman of the board of

athletics; his interest in literary societies and fraternity life, and all

sides of college activities. He has taken no small part in the civic

activities of Alliance, being a member of the Good Government League,
the Alliance Chamber of Connnerce, and the Federated Churches of

Alliance. He is a republican in polities, a member of the Alliance

McKinley Club, and an active worker in the temperance cause, being
chairman of the local “Dry Federation Committee” and vice chairman
of the county organization in the campaigns for state-wide prohibition

in 1914 and 1915, each time carrying the city by a large majority for the
‘

‘ dry ’
’ cause. His religious belief is that of the Methodist Church, and for

nine years he has served as superintendent of the Union Avenue M. E.

Sunday School of Alliance, and for many years has been a trustee of the

church and chairman of the finance committee. Personally, Dean Bow-
man is of unaffected manner and his temperament is quickly sympathetic,

and, while he is deservedly honored by the high profession to which he
belongs, he is warmly beloved by a wide circle of personal friends.

Dean Bowman was married in 1892 to Miss Hattie May Wert, who
died in 1899. In 1901 he was married to Miss Nellie Mae AVhitney, a

graduate of Westminster College, New Wilmington, Pennsylvania, and
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a lady of many graces and talents, who takes an active part in church,

social and club life, and is a member of the College Women’s Club. She
was formerly a music teacher at Canfield and other places, and still

retains her interest in music, being a talented performer on the piano,

mandolin and guitar and the possessor of a beautiful and cultivated

voice. To Dean Bowman there have been born two sons : Everett
Blaine, aged twenty years, a junior at Mount Union College

;
and Donald

Whitney, aged nine years.

Edwin Sherman Correll. While Stark County has its great fac-

tories and business houses, industrial centers and cities, its agricul-

tural enterprise also aggregates resources that are hardly second to any
other one department of productive activities. Out in the farming
districts are a number of men who are prosperous and progressive and
who believe that the happiest life as well as the most independent one
is to be lived on a farm. An example that many will regard as much
more than typical of success and prominence is Edwin Sherman Correll,

who represents a family which for many years has been honored and
respected and has been identified with the industry, business integrity

and high character of Stark County citizenship.

Edwin Sherman Correll was born December 14, 1864, on a farm in

Canton Township, known as Buck Hill. When six months old his par-

ents, Josiah and Mary (Mentzer) Correll, moved to a farm north of

Canton on what is known as the North Market Road extension. Both
parents were natives of Stark County, and the origin of the family
in this county goes back to pioneer times. There were five children,

namely; Charles G., Edwin S., Minnie M., Nettie J. and Lillie L.

Edwin Sherman Correll spent the first seven years of his early
manhood in tbe schoolroom as a successful and popular teacher of that
generation of boys and girls in Stark County, but for twenty years or
more has been successfully identified with agricultural enterprise. Mr.
Correll was married April 4, 1894, to Mary Elizabeth Firestone. They
were married at the home of the bride in Plain Township. Her par-
ents were Hiram and IMargaret (McDowell) Firestone, old and highly
esteemed residents of Plain Township, both now deceased. The home
in which Mr. and Mrs. Correll were married stands on land taken up
from the Government by great-grandfather Firestone more than a
century ago. Mr. and Mrs. Correll have two children: Wilber D., born
March 10, 1895, is now a student in Ames College at Ames, Iowa;
Harold F., horn May 18, 1897, is now in the Central High School at
Canton. Mr. Correll is a republican in party affiliations, is a member
of the Grange, and in religion is a Progressive TTnited Bretlu'en.

His farm comprises 132 acres of as fine land as can be found any-
where in Ohio. It is located about the four corners of the little village

called IMiddle Branch. As a country borne it is ideal, and in improve-
ments has few equals anywhere in Stai’k County. The house and barns
and other improvements probably cost in the aggregate $15,000. All tire

buildings are new and modern. Tn 1909 Mr. Correll built a fine barm
ott a foundation 94x42 feet, with a cement floor basement under all,

and that is fitted up for stock feeding. Prom the main floor to the
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roof the barn is thirty-three feet in height. Mr. Correll is regarded
as one of the largest stock breeders in Stark County and has ail the
facilities for the successful operation of his business.

Ralph Staley. In 1913 the citizens of the Seventh Ward of Canton
selected as their representative in the city council Ralph Staley, who
is one of the prominent younger men of Canton, but already in his
career has found many opportunities for service both to himself and to
his native community, h'or the past two years he has been actively
identitied with municipal affairs, is popular among his fellow council-
men, and is especially esteemed in the Seventh Ward, which lies in the
northwest residential section of Canton.

Mr. Staley was elected as a republican. So well pleased with his

work in the council were the people of his ward that he was re-elected
in 1915. During his first term he served as chairman of Parks and
Public Lighting Committee and as a member of the Sewerage and
Garbage Committee and Law and Claims Committee.

He was born in Canton June 18, 1884, a son of the late Marcus and
Rosa Staley. His mother is still living. Marcus Staley, a native of
New York City, came to Canton in 1882. He was an expert machinist
by trade, and for a period of twenty-three years was employed at Canton
by the Wheeling and Lake Erie Railroad. He went to that road when
it was known as the C. C. & S. I., and among other work he assisted in
widening the tracks from narrow to standard gauge. He was still in

the employ of the Wheeling & Lake Erie at the time of his death in

1906. He was an active member of the Christian Church, of the Wood-
men of the AA^orld, and the Junior Order of United American Mechanics.

As a youth Ralph Staley aeciuired his education in the Canton City
schools, being graduated in the commercial course from the Central
High School in 1900. That same year he started an apprenticeship at

the machinist’s trade with the Wheeling and Lake Erie Railroad. His
employment continued until 1906, the year of his father’s death, and
since then he has been one of the experts employed in the mechanical
department of the Timken Roller Bearing Manufacturing Company.
In 1907 he was promoted foreman of the tool department.

Mr. Staley is a popular member of Canton Lodge No. 262, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons

;
Lily Lodge of the Knights of Pythias and

Patrick Henry Lodge No. 84, Junior Order of United American Me-
chanics. He has a wife and son and lives in a comfortable home in the

Seventh Ward. Mrs. Staley before her marriage was Miss Nellie Volzer,

also a native of Canton. Her father, John Volzer, was for many years

connected with the old C. Aultman Company, and is now living retired.

To their marriage was born one son, Marcus John, on July 14, 1908.

Col. AAUlliam 'W. King. It was the distinguishing characteristic of

the late Col. AA^illiam W. King, who died at his home in Alliance April

4, 1915, that he not only touched at many points the life of his com-
munity, his state and nation, but that whatever he did he did well, with

a steadfast loyalty, with a high idealism,, and with a resolute purpose
quite unmixed with overweening ambition or with selfish motives.
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He should be remembered for Jiis brave and faithful service during

the Civil war, for his success as a merchant both at Alliance and else-

where, and for his efficient discharge of the duties of public office.

Born in Butler Township, Columbiana County, Ohio, April 14, 1843,

he lacked only ten days of reaching his seventy-second birthday at the

time of his death. His parents, George and Sai’ah (Taylor) King, came
to Ohio about 1830 when children. Grandfather AVilliam King was a

farmer and as a pioneer cleared up a large amount of land in Colum-
biana County. George King, the father of Colonel King, was a shoe-

maker by trade, and about 1855 moved with his family to Homeworth,
Columbiana County, where in addition to following his trade he opened
a store, and this mercantile enterprise had a splendid development until

it employed a force of from three to five men. George King, after a long
and successful busine.ss career, died at Homeworth in 1904 at the ad-

vanced age of ninety years and three months. His wife passed away
at the age of seventy. George King also did a successhd business in

the lending of money and in making judicious investments his foresight

was regarded as remarkable. He and his wife reared two sons and
four daughters to maturity, and the late Colonel King was survived by
three sisters: Mrs. John Sheehan, Mrs. Dalton Brosius and Mrs. E. J.

Anderson.
William AV. King received a public school education, and when

seventeen years of age began his business career as clerk in a store at

Homeworth. He had been thus employed about a year when the Civil

war broke out. On November 14, 1861, he enlisted as a private in Com-
X)any K, Forty-third Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry. The year
and three months he spent with the Forty-third Regiment was largely

in the West, and on March 3, 1862, at New Aladrid, (Missouri, he was
severely wounded and later was discharged on account of wounds. This
regiment was in the Fii'st Brigade and the First Division of the Army
of (Mississippi, and also took part in those operations under General
Pope including the siege of Island No. 10. He was also in the battle

of Shiloh, where be was wounded by a musket ball in the right thigh,

and that was the immediate cause of his honorable discharge in Septem-
ber, 1862. On May 2, 1864, he enlisted in the 100 days’ service and
became .second lieutenant in the One Hundred and Fifty-seventh Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. He was the only man in his company who had
been in active service and knew the manual of arms. The regiment
was sent to Relay Barracks, neai' Baltimore, and was engaged chiefly

in guard duty until the ex])iration of its term on September 2, 1864.

On October 18, 1864, Colonel King was commissioned by the governor
as captain of Company 1), Twenty-fifth Ohio Infantry, raised a company
at Alliance and at once went to Beaufort, South Carolina. He then

engaged in the almost constant fighting to prevent the Confederates from
sending troops against Sherman, and in one action in which his com-
mand was next to the flag Captain King lost forty-three men out of

bis comx)any. He was wounded, four times at Honeyhill, South Caro-

lina, November )10, 1864, and at Pocatello Bridge, in December, 1864,

while hauling his company was again wounded, the bullet entering the

lower i)art of his left arm in which his swoial was held aloft while giving
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orders to his men, and the ball then followed the skin around to his
right shoulder blade, entered under the blade and lodged next the
shoulder bone, where it remained until his death. Being sent home to
recuperate. Colonel King boarded the train and while en route December
23, 1864, the train went through a bridge and he was dangerously in-

jured, breaking his leg and receiving a number of minor hurts. While
in hospital he was reported dead, and his friends at Homeworth met
and held a funeral service in his memory. Some weeks later he returned
to contradict the premature report as to his death. However, it was a
year and a half before he could walk again and he was finally mustered
out of the army April 25, 1865.

After recovering from his injmdes Colonel King resumed work as

clerk in a store at Salem, Ohio, but in 1867 came to Alliance and with
his brother G. J. King opened a store and engaged in the sale of dry
goods and also did business as merchant tailors. The firm of King &
Company continued its business until 1880, when G. J. King sold out
to his brother, and was one of Canton’s active merchants until his death
in 1913. On his removal to Alliance Colonel King began housekeeping
in a home near the one in which he died at 205 South Arch Avenue.
He never changed his residence from that one locality, and in 1876 he
built a home at Union Avenue and Main Street. For a time Colonel
King was also in business as a general merchant at Paris, and also for

a year or two at his old home town of Homeworth. From April 1, 1882,

he was continuously identified with the merchant tailoring business at

Alliance and built up a large and flourishing enterprise, which he con-

tinued until his retirement in 1906. His business record covered thirty-

eight }nars, and at all times he merited the esteem and confidence in

which he was held by his associates and patrons.

Though he had given several years of his young manhood to the

cause of his country he never relaxed his interest in public affairs. In

1906 he was elected county recorder of Stark County, was re-elected and
served five years. For one year he held the office of safety director

at Alliance under Mayor J. H. McConnell. He Avas appointed to fill

the vacancy caused by the death of township clerk Collar in Lexington
Township, and was regularly elected in 1913, an office he filled until his

death. He was frequently a delegate to republican conventions, and in

many ways Avas a factor in the success of his party.

From 1868 he Avas one of the enthusiatie members of John C. Fre-

mont Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, Avas a past commander
and served in every other position in the Post, and attended many state

and national reunions. He spent several years in the war and again

and again had hazarded his life in performance of duty, but he seldom
discussed his war experiences even among his old comrades, though

late in life he Avould respond to the interest of his grandchildren and
relate many incidents of war time to them. He Avas one of the last

survivors of the Twenty-fifth Regiment of Ohio, which had recruited

more than 3,000 men into its ranks. For several years during its

existence Colonel King was a member of the Grays at Alliance, being

captain of a company, and subsequently became lieutenant colonel of

the Eighth Regiment, Ohio National Guards, and under the administra-
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tion of Governor Thomas L. Young was appointed colonel. lie gave
about fifteen years to the state military, was on duty during the strikes

of 1876, and finally resigned his post as colonel when the Eighth and
Ninth regiments were consolidated.

He always believed in the value of fraternalism, and was a member
of various orders. He was affiliated with Conrad Lodge No. 271, Fi’ee

and Accepted Masons, Canton Commandery, Knights Templar; was a

thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason
;
belonged to Alliance Loflge

No. 266, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Alliance Lodge No. 467,

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
;
Alliance Independent .Order of

Foresters and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. He was reared in the

faith of the Presbyterian Church. Ills funeral services were conducted
under the auspices of the Grand Army of the Republic, in which he had
long been so conspicuous a figure.

In 1868, at Homewcrth, Ohio, Colonel King married Miss Catherine
King. Though they had the same family name they were not related.

Of their children two sons and one daughter reached maturity. The
son George Garland is purchasing agent for The Alliance Machine
Company. William T. is president of The Alliance Dry Cleaning Com-
pany and is also proprietor of a moving picture theater at Cleveland.

The daughter Iva is the wife of J. F. McGrath, of Alliance, who is at

the head of a chain of grocery stores in Alliance and elsewhere.

Edward J. Zahner. For a number of years Canton has proved a

magnet to attract outside industries to this city, whose eligibility for

manufacturing purposes is conspicuous. Canton has the threefold ad-

vantage of being close to the source of raw material and fuel supply,

furnishes the environment of a high class industrial community, and
has the location and transportation facilities that are ideal for distribut-

ing manufactured products. One of the most recent testimonials to

these advantages is furnished in the case of the Zahner Metal Sash
and Door Company, behind which are a prominent group of former
Kansas City manufacturers. While this is one of Canton’s younger
firms, it is already recognized as one of the most important.

The Zahner Metal Sash and Door Company of Canton was organized

and incorporated under its present form in August, 1914. Its capital

stock is $600,000. The executive officers are; Edward J. Zahner, presi-

dent; K. W. Zahner, vice president; J. P. S. Morgan, vice president and
treasurer, and in additioji to these the other directors are W. E. Zahner
of Kansas City and J. R. Itrnnler. The company is an outgrowth of

and a successor to the old Zahner & Battell Company of Kansas City,

manufacturers of sheet metal specialties. The building departments
of that company were later consolidated with the Ritzier Manufacturing
Company of Kansas City, thus forming the IMonarch Manufacturing
Company. This company was removed to Canton in April, 1914, and in

August of that year the Zahner l\Ietal Rash and Door Company was
organized to take over the plant and busine.ss of the Monarch concern.

The Zahner Company’s buildings are of steel-i’e-en forced concrete. They
were erected under the personal supervision of officers of the company,
and were completed in the incredibly short space of fifty-five days. The
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main building is SO by 470 feet, part of same, 80 to 200, being two
stories with an addition completed in 1915 of 60 by 120 feet. How
important this industry is, is indicated by the fact that fully 300
employees lind work and good wages in the industry. The principal
manufacturing output comprises hollow metal doors, interior trimmings
for offices, public buildings and residences, manufactured on patents
developed within the company’s own organization. It is a live, vigorous
and prospering concern.

The president of this company is a young man who has had a great
deal of manufacturing experience. He was born in Kansas City,

Missouri, Ai^ril 7, 1882, son of William E. and Frances (Reboulet)
Zahner. In the paternal line he is of Swiss stock, his grandfather
having removed from Switzerland to Germany before coming to the

United States. On the mother’s side the Reboulets come from Northern
France, and Mr. Zahner ’s mother was born in the Province of Alsace,

originally French but now part of the German Empire. William E.
Zahner, who was born in 1848, came to America in 1855 when seven years

of age, his family locating in Louisville, Kenhicky. About the close of

the Civil war he moved to Kansas City, Missouri, and for many years
William E. has been prominent in both manufacturing and banking
affairs in Kansas City, where he still resides.

Edward J. Zahner received his early education in the Kansas City
public schools, and when still a boy began an apprenticeship at the

sheet metal trade under his father. Having served his apprenticeship

and gained a technical proficiency in the work, he was made superin-

tendent of outside work in the city and surrounding territory for his

father’s company. Later he was elected vice president of the old Zahner
& Battell Manufacturing Company, having charge of its building de-

pai'tments. With the organization of the Monarch Metal Manufacturing
Company he became its secretary, treasurer and general manager, was
largely influential in transferring this industry to Canton, and became
the first president of the Zahner Metal Sash and Door Company.

Mr. Zahner is a member of the Canton, Congress Lake and Lakeside
Country clubs, is active in the Canton Chamber of Commerce, and is

affiliated with the Knights of Columbus. ITe married Edna Graf, who
was born in Kansas City, Missouri. Their one daughter is named
Frances Jane.

James G. Barbour. To achieve commercial siiceess and attain a

commanding place in the business world is not an easy task in any live

community, but when achieved it brings its own reward. Among the

successful men of Stark County. Ohio, is James G. Barbour, secretary

of tJie Metropolitan Paving Brick Company, of Canton, whose career is

well worthy of emulation by aspiring youth. kTr. Barbour was born in

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, November 6, 1863. his parents being Joseph
and Ann Jeanette (Hurlhiirt) Barbour. The father, Joseph, was a

native of Londonderry, Ireland. Born in 1830, he came to America in

1845. when fifteen years old, with his parents and five brothers, the

family settling in Pittsburg, where Joseph Barbour was identified with
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the iron business until his death in 1903. His wife, who was born in

Pittsburg, came of two old and prominent New England families.

James G. Barbour, owing to the financial depression caused by the

panic of 1877, was obliged to leave school at the age of fourteen years
and contribute to his own support. He found work in a printing ofiiee,

where he continued for some time, creating a favorable impression by
his industry and intelligence. After the financial storm had passed and
conditions had improved, he found opportunity to resume his studies

and accordingly became a student in the University of Pittsburg, by
which means his education was much improved. Subsequent to this he
read law and for a number of years was in the real estate business,

also acting as public accountant. In 1895 he came to Canton, Ohio,

and became identified with the manufacture of brick as secretary of

the Canton Company. This company was merged into the Metropolitan
Paving Brick Company in 1902, Mr. Barbour becoming secretary of the

new concern, which position he has since held, having also a financial

interest in the company. His business ability having become widely
recognized, in 1905 he was appointed receiver of the Canton State Bank
and wound up the affairs of that institution in a satisfactory maimer.
He has been president of the sinking fund commission for the school

district ever since the commission was created and is now its only sur-

viving member. The Canton Chamber of Commerce numbers him among
its most prominent and useful members, while he is socially affiliated

with the Congress Lake and Lakeside Country clubs.

Mr. Barbour was married in Canton, Ohio, to Elizabeth, daughter
of William De Wees, one of Canton’s well known and highly respected

citizens. He and his wife are the parents of four children—Ann
Jeanette, Elizabeth, Helen and James D. As an active and potent
factor in the business life and development of Canton, Mr. Barbour
occupies a prominent position, while both he and his family are of

high standing in the best social circles of the city.

Willard Pennock. Mention of this name at once suggests some of

the largest manufacturing interests of Stark County and Eastern Ohio.

Willard Pennock entered the manufacturing field at iMinerva forty years

ago, and from one small plant has developed his interests to include

connection with many of the leading industries and mercantile and
financial affairs of both iMinerva and Canton. Mr. Pennock not only

possesses that genius for business organization which is said to be typical

of America, but is also an originator and inventor, and the basis of bis

success and j)ros*[ierity was laid in the manufacturing of the jiroducts

of his own mind and genius.

Willard Pennock like many men who have risen to prominence in

industrial fields was born on a farm. His birthplace was in Carroll

County, Ohio, where be fir-st saw the light of day July 21, 1852. His
parents were Joel and Sbarlott (Van Horn) Pennock, old residents of

Carroll County. His fatlier died in 1885 at the age of sixty-six and his

motlier in 190f).

The common scliools of Cari'oll (Munty snp|)lied the educational

e(jui[)inent with wliieli Willaial Pemnoek l)egan life, and at tlie age of
vni. nr— 1!)
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sixteen he left the farm to become clerk in a Minerva hardware store.

During the winter of 1872-73 he was engaged in prospecting in the oil

regions of Pennsylvania. In 1874 he and his brother I. N. Penuoek
formed the tirm of Pennock Brothers, rented an old foundry that was
originally built by Joshua Malin in 1835 at Minerva for the manufac-
ture of agricultural implements, the owner from whom they rented
being unable to make the business profitable. At the beginning it was
hardly an industry that excited much comment or attention and was
one of the very lesser concerns of Stark County. They had a little

capital and prosecuted their business on a sound financial plan, but
their personal enterprise and energy were the chief factors in their

success, together with the originating faculty of AVillard Pennock. In
1879 they increased their capital and extended their operations to the
manufacture of railroad freight cars. This proved a most profitable

departure. March 10, 1880, their plant was entirely destroyed by fire,

the insurance going to the owner of the realty. They immediately pur-
chased a larger tract of land and built a new plant, and were in opera-
tion delivering finished ears within thirty days after the fire on a con-
tract closed March 9th, the day before the hre, and from that time the
industry overshadoAved all others in the Village of Minerva. Willard
Pennock later perfected a type of pressed steel railroad ear, and began
the manufacture of this car under patent secured to his own name.
Every railroad company in the country noAV runs hundreds of the heavy
and serviceable steel ears over its line, but the beginning of the busi-

ness was in the factory of Pennock Brothers in the little Town of

Minerva.
In 1898 the brothers sold the Avood car business to the American Car

& Foundry Company, and the patent controlled by Mr. Pennock was
leased to the Pressed Steel Car Company. For several years thereafter

IMr. Pennock Avas engaged in different parts of the country in intro-

ducing the pressed steel car, associated Avith the Carnegie Steel Com-
pany and the Illinois Steel Company. In this field of business he has

therefore been active both in the manufacture and introduction of the

steel car.

Mr. Pennock began his career as an inventor about 1876, and alto-

gether has secured patents on about fifty designs and types of iron,

steel and wood inventions. Nearly all these patents have been manu-
factured and a number of them are still on the market. Since 1898 Mr.
Pennock has been identified officially Avith the management of between
fifteen and tAventy manufacturing enterprises, both in Stark County
and elseAvhere. In 1908 he assisted in the organization of the Canton
Steel Foundry Company, AAdiich took over the business of the Shull

Steel Casting Company of that city. The Canton Steel Foundry Com-
pany Avas incorporated in 1909, AAuth Mr. Pennock as president, F. J.

Borden, vice president, R. D. Snively, secretary, and E. G. Van Horn as

treasurer. This company has the facilities for manufacturing acid open
hearth steel castings, with an annual capacity of 15,000 tons, the output

of their plant goes principally to the machinery manufacturers, steel

mills and the rubber industries of Eastern Ohio.

Mr. Pennock is also president of the Minerva Manufacturing Com-
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pany, and president of the Minerva Savings & Trust Company. He
is a member of the Canton Club, the Canton Chamber of Commerce,
the Tri-County Improvement Association of Minerva, and the Lincoln
Highway Association.

Mr. Pennock married Florence Foster. Her father was the late

Henry A. Foster, for many years a leading merchant of Minerva and a

man of prominence both in that section of Stark County and of Carroll

County. To this union have been born two daughters, Mary, wife of

J. R. Calerdine of Cincinnati; and Helen K., living at home.

William H. Cavnaii. Through three generations the Cavnah fam-
ily has been connected with the industrial life of Canton, where they
have lived more than fourscore years. A high degree of mechanical
genius seems to run through the family, and supplementing this there

has been an ability to found and carry out extensive business plans, so

that the name has been a prominent one in connection with several

of Canton’s largest manufacturing plants.

The founder of the family in Canton was Samuel Cavnali, who
came to the city in 1832. A wheelwright by trade, he worked at that

occupation as a .journeyman until 1850, and in that year engaged in

the manufacture of furniture. He began in a small way, doing his

work with an old-style foot-lathe. By 1861, such progress had been
made that he was employing a force of about twenty-five workmen, and
carried a stock of furniture valued at $10,000. From 1861 on he was
in the wholesale trade, and five years later sold out and removed to

Indiana.

The late Henry A. Cavnah, a son of Samuel, was born in Canton in

1844:, grew up in that city, gained his education in the local schools, and
early became identified with his father’s business, at which he remained
until 1861. The outbreak of the Civil war interrupted his plans for

continued business, and in 1861 he enlisted for the three yeai's service

in Company I of the Sixty-fourth Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Wlien his regular term of enlistment expired he veteranized and con-

tinued until after the cessation of hostilities between the North and the

South. At the battle of Stone River he was promoted to sergeant, and
in 1864 was detailed cliief clerk of Cumberland Hospital. He was
present at some of the greatest battles of the war, including Shiloh, the

siege of Corinth, Stone River, Tnllahoina, Chattanooga, Chickamanga,
Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, Kno.xville, the Atlanta Campaign,
and tlie battle of Nashville. He was on his way to Richmond when
peace was concluded. He remained with the army throughout 1865 and
was mustered out at Richmond in Jaunary, 1866.

Following the war came a short time spent in Texas, after which he
joined bis father at Bourlion, indiana, for about four years. Ou return-
ing to Canton he became bookkeeper for II. H. Myers, and spent more
than five years in his service, finally leaving to acce])t the i)osition of

chief bookkeei)Ci’ for the Bucher & Gibbs Plow (lompauy. He was there-

after one of the business builders in that impoi-taut Canton industry.

He became secretary and treasunu’ and still latei' ])i'e.sideut and general
manager of the company, and held those offices at the time of his death



1050 HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY

on January 26, 190J. He was also president and treasurer of the Canton
Foundry & Machine Coinj^any at the time of his death.

In 1866 Henry A. Cavnah married ]\Iary Niesz, her death occurring
in 1873. Two children are living from this marriage William H. Cavnah
of Canton, Ohio, and Minnie E. of Bovirbon, Indiana, who married John
Luty. In 1876 Henry A. Cavnah married Sally VanlTorn, daughter of

Robert VanlTorn. Four children are living from this marriage : Olive,

married W. W. Clark of Canton, Ohio; Howard E. Cavnah, Karl Cav-
nah and Helen Cavnah, who live with their mother at Ventura, Cali-

fornia.

William H. Cavnah, whose place in Canton’s industrial life is as

secretary and treasurer of the Canton Foundry & Machine Company,
was born at Canton October 1, 1868. His early education came from
the public schols and a business college, and at the age of seventeen
in 1885 he was taken into the Bucher & Gibbs Plow Company as book-

keeper. His promotion was steady and rapid, first to cashier and assist-

ant treasurer, and then on December 9, 1892, he went with the Canton
Foundry & Machine Company as its secretary. January 1, 1904, he was
made treasurer and has since been secretary and treasurer. Mr. Cavnah
is a Knight Templar Mason and also affiliates with the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks and the Junior Order of United American
Mechanics, and belongs to the Congress Lake Club. His wife before her
marriage was Miss Sue M. Zerbe, daughter of Hiram Zerbe of Canton.

Henry II. Everhard. The late Capt. Henry Hewit Everhard, who
died at his home in the City of Massillon, in the year 1911, was an hon-

ored scion of a family that was founded in Stark County more than a

century ago and the representatives of which have played a large part

in the civic and material develo^jment and upbuilding of the county.

Captain Everhard himself was a gallant soldier and officer in the

Union service at the time of the Civil war and after its close became
actively identified with important industrial interests in his native

county, especially in connection with the development of the extensive

stone quarries near Massillon and the incidental manufacture of stone

products, including sand admirably adapted for and used in connection

with steel and iron manufacturing. At the time of his death he was
president of the Everhard Company, which controlled this extensive and
important Stark County industry, and he was one of the county’s most
honored and influential citizens. His elder son, Melville McC. Ever-

hard is now president of this corporation and on other pages of this

history there appears a brief sketch of his career and further informa-

tion concerning the company of which he is the executive head.

The American progenitors of the Everhard family, which now has

representatives in many different sections of the United States, were
Joseph, Peter and Michael Everhard, all of whom immigrated to this

country from their German Fatherland within the year 1727. Peter

and Michael made the voyage on the ship Friendship, of which Capt.

John Davis was the master, and they landed in the port of Philadelphia

on the 16th of October, 1727, their brother Joseph having come to the

New World on another vessel. In Germany authentic records concern-
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ing the family are traced back to the thirteenth century, and one rep-

resentative of the line held the office of bishop of a see at Constance as

early as 1266. Early generations of the Everhard family were mostly
of noble or patrician blood, were well educated, as gauged by the stand-

ard of the locality and period, and many of them held high offices and
honorable positions in connection with the affairs of church and state.

Scions of tins ancient family are still numerous in various parts of Ger-
many, as well as in the United States. The paternal ancestors of Cap-
tain Everhard figured prominently in the early history of Pennsyl-
vania, and those of his mother were influential in the early affairs of

Maryland, she having been of Scotch and English lineage : one of her
ancestors was Richard Gale, who came from England to America in

1640 and settled at Watertown, Massachusetts, and other of her fore-

bears who likewise immigrated from England and became residents of

the Massachusetts colony were John Perry, who came from London in

1666, and AVilliam Melendy, who settled at Charlestown, Massachusetts,
in 1704.

On the parental homestead farm, about six miles north of the present
City of Massillon, Stark County, Ohio, in Jackson Township, Capt.
Henry H. Everhard was born on the 15th of March, 1837, and he was
the third in order of l)irth of the seven children of Henry and Rebecca
(Slanker) Everhard, five of the children attaining to years of maturity.
The mother was a daughter of Daniel Slanker, who was a native of

Maryland aJid a man of prominence in his day and generation. Prior to

the War of 1812, in which he was a loyal and gallant soldier, Henry
Everhard, Sr., came with his family from his native State of Penn-
sylvania and numbered himself among tlie earliest settlers in Plain
Townshij), Stark County, where lie instituted the reclamation of a farm
from the forest wilderness and where he became prominently identified

with the .social and industrial activities of the pioneer epoch in the his-

tory of this county, both he and his wife here continuing their residence
until their death. Their son, Henry, Jr., father of him to whom this

memoir is dedicated, settled finally in Jackson Township, where he be-

came a suh.stantial farmer and where all of his children were born,
namely: Louis, Maria, Henry H., Martha A. and Sarah C. He was a
man who possessed the characteristic energy, mental poise and sterling

integrity that have always denoted this staunch old family and both he
and his wife were well known and highly esteemed citizens of Stark
County until they were called from the stage of life’s mortal endeavors.
Mrs. Rebecca Eviu-hard was .summoned to eternal rest on the 18th of
August, 1866, her husband having survived her by a number of years
and having for a time operated the old Everhard grist mills, north of
Canton, this* pro[)erty having been ])reviously owned by his father, who
was one of the pioneers in this line of industry in Stark County.

Ca])t. Ileniy H. Everbai'd ])assed his boyhood days upon the old
home,stead farm which was the ])lace of bis bii'tb, and aftei’ making good
us(> of the advajitages afforded in the district schools of the neighborhood
he pr(>])ared for college by attending the high school at Canton and by
study under effective ]>rivate i)reeeptorsbip. II(> finally entered historic
old Kenyon College, at Gainbicr, this stale, but his cour.se of study in
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this institution was cut short through his response to the call of

patriotism and what he felt to be his higher duty, when the Civil war
was precipitated on the nation. On the 2dth of July, 1862, he enlisted as

a private in Company E, One Hundred and Fourth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, having been most prominently identified with the organization
of his company, in which he was promoted first sergeant on the 30th of

July, 1862. He was commissioned first lieutenant of his company on the

17th of October, 1863, and on the llth of September of the following
year he received his commission as captain. The formal organization
of the regiment was effected at Cami) Massillon, and it proceeded forth-

with to the stage of action, the records of the war department of the

United States showing that this gallant command participated in more
than fifty engagements, including skirmishes, battles and sieges. Cap-
tain Everhard was in active service in the siege of Knoxville, Tennessee,

the Atlanta campaign, the battles of Franklin and Nashville, and con-

tinued with his regiment until victory had crowned the Union arms and
peace had been restored. He received his honorable discharge on the

12th of June, 1865, and concerning his record the following pertinent

statements have been written: “During Captain Everhard ’s military

career, which included the most imi^ortant years of the war, he saw
much active and arduous service but was fortunate in escaping capture
or severe injury. He was not absent from duty a single day on account
of illness or other disability. As a soldier and officer he held the con-

fidence and good will of the men of his company and the high regard of

his superior officers.” In later years the captain perpetuated the more
gracious memories and association of his military career through his

active affiliation with the Grand Army of the Republic, in which patri-

otic organization he was an appreciative and popular member of the

post at Massillon.

After the close of the war Captain Everhard retiirned to Stark
County, and in the autnran of 1866 he became actively associated with
the firm of Warthorst & Suter, the iDi’incipals of which were Francis
Warthorst and James Suter. On the 1st of January, 1867, the cap-

tain became associated with these gentlemen in the continuation of the

business under the firm name of F. Warthor.st & Company, and thiis

assumed a prominent position in connection with the development of the

extensive stone quarries that had been opened by the original firm. Cap-
tan Everhard continned to be actively identified with the operation of

the ^Yarthorst cpiarries with the exception of an interval of about four

years, during which he operated a quarry southwest of Massillon and
conducted in this city a wholesale grocery business. From a record

prepared and contributed, with much consideration, by Frank W. Wart-
horst, son of the late Francis AVarthorst, are reproduced, with slight

paraphrase, the following interesting quotations:

“Prior to January 1, 1867, the business was conducted by Francis
Warthorst and James Suter, under the firm name of AVarthorst & Suter.

Their business prior to that time had been chiefly that of building con-

tractors, and they had quarried their own stone used in the carrying out

of their various contracts. In those years they sold but little stone.

Building stones and blockstones, however, met with increasing demand
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and soon after the close of the Civil war this demand had become suffi-

ciently great to justify Warthorst & Suter in devoting themselves en-

tirely to the sale of the products of their quarries and cease entirely

their operations as building contractors. From time to time they re-

ceived also orders for grindstones. These were made by hand and pro-

duced only when ordered, stonecutters being employed for that purpose.

To meet the increasing demand for these grindstones Francis AVarthorst

provided an equipment consisting of engine, turning lathe, hoisting

machinery and other required accessories, and began the manufactur-
ing of grindstones by machinery. This was initiated in the fall of 1866,

and at this time Capt. Henry H. Everhard, a young man who bad served

in the Civil war, as a captain in the One Hundred and Fourth Ohio
Infantry, united with the business. On January 1, 1867, the firm of F.

AVarthorst & Company was formed, with Francis AVarthorst, James
Suter and Henry H. Everhard as its principals.

“It was soon found that in the manufacture of grindstones there

came a large and unavoidable waste of rock. The corners cut off from
the grindstones were of no value save for rubble, owing to their shape,

and yet they were of the best selected rock. It occurred to Captain
Everhard that some use ought to be found for these spalls and corners,

and he began to watch the iron and steel industries with that end in

view. Ultimately we received from some of the steel factories in Pitts-

burgh and other places orders for carloads of spalls, especially from
Bolton, Bulley & Company, a firm which later became known as the

Bolton Steel Company, at Canton, Stark County. It was Mr. Bolton
of this concern who not only especially interested himself in the use
of these spalls and sand but who also called the attention of Captain
Everhard to the fact that it was inconvenient for the steel factories to

grind the spalls into sand and assured the captain that if he would erect

machinery to grind the sand he could develop a good trade. This was
the progress made in the interval between 1866 and 1872. In the latter

year I went to Cornell University, and when I returned home in 1874 I

foiind that a sand mill had been erected within my absence, though it

w^s on a small scale. The mill was somewhat enlarged and otherwise
improved aboiit 1884 but the greatly enlarged mill, with improved
process, was not erected until aboiit a decade later, this having later been
destroyed by fire and a larger and better plant having been erected to

take its place. The years I have here designated in connection with the

evolution of this now large and important sand industry are given only
as approximate. 1 can not vouch for their exactness, but that Bolton,
Bulley & Company, of Canton, were the firm most interested in the
initiating of this sand industry and that Mr. Bolton’s urgent encourage-
ment had much to do in persuading Captain Everhard to erect the first

mill, are facts which the captain told me himself.”

Captain Everhard gained precedence as one of the resourceful ami
representative men of affairs in Stark County, and in addition to having
been president of the Everhard Com]>auy, which continues the im-
portant industrial cjiterpi-ise noted above, he was vice pi-esident of the
Union National Batik of Massillon and had other large ca])italistic inti'r-

ests. In politics the captain was unswerving in his allegiitnce to the
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repiiblican party, and in addition to his affiliation with the Grand Army
of the Repulilic he was also a companion of the Ohio Commandery of

the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the LTnited States.

On the 7th of November, 1865, was solemnized the marriage of Cap-
tain Everhard to Miss Caroline Jane McCullough, who was born at

Massillon, on the 14th of September, 1843, and whose death here oc-

curred on the 14th of April, 1902. Concerning the three children of

this union it may be recorded that Ethel Rebecca is the wife of Charles
A. Schmettan, one of the representative members of the bar of the

City of Toledo, where he is also president of the Toledo Club
;
Melville

McCullough Evei'hard is now president of the Everhard Company and
is individually mentioned on other pages of this work; and Marian is

the widow of Samuel B. Johns, who was one of the editors of the Wall
Street Journal, New York City, at the time of his death.

Mrs. Caroline Jane (McCullough) Everhard was a daiighter of the

late Thomas McCullough, who was one of the founders of the City of

Massillon, and for this reason, as well as on account of her gracious

personality and exceptionally broad and benignant influence, it is but
consistent that specific record concerning her and the family history be

incorporated in this connection. In the latter part of the eighteenth

century the paternal Scotch-Irish ancestors of Mrs. Everhard settled

in what is now Jefferson County, Ohio, where they became large land-

holders and aided prominently in the civic and material development
instituted in that section in the early pioneer days. Mrs. Everhard ’s

father, Thomas McCullough, was a close associate and life-long friend

of James Duncan, the founder of Massillon. Mr. McCullough came to

Stark County and established his home at Massillon in 1838, and in

1840 he wedded Miss Nancy Warriner Melendy, who was of English

lineage and a representative of fine old Puritan stock in New England,
besides being a woman of marked individuality and distinctive culture.

After completing the curriculum of the Massillon schools Mrs. Everhard
entered Brook Hall, at Media, Pennsylvania, in which excellent institu-

tion she was graduated, as valedictorian of her class, in 1862. On the

7th of November, 1865, in St. Timothy’s Church, Protestant Episcopal,

at Massillon, was solemnized her marriage to Capt. Henry II. Everhard,
and she proved a wife and mother whose devotion was ideal. From a

previously published article concerning this noble woman are taken

the following extracts; “An ardent student, Mrs. Everhard had a large

and valualjle library. Pond of travel, her published letters were filled

with vivid descriptions and most entertaining incident. She was one

of the founders of the U. C. D. Club of Massillon and was always active

in the work of literary and study clubs in her native city. By special

request she served several years on the examining board for teachers,

and her final withdrawal from this position called forth many ex-

pressions of regret. Her mother died in 1877, and the loss of a brother

in early life left her an only child, so that after the death of her

father, in 1885, she assumed much of the care and responsibility of, the

inherited estate as well as to fill positions in which her father had
previously served. She was the first woman to be made a bank director

in the State of Ohio, this office having been assumed by her in 1886.
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By the judge of the Court of Common Pleas Mrs. Everhard was ap-

pointed a trustee of the Charity Rotch School, to fill the vacancy caused

by the death of her father, and she was made president of the board,

in which capacity she continued to serve until her death. By the

court she was appointed also a member of the visiting board of the pub-
lic institutions of Stark County. AVith her broad intellectual ken and
keen sense of justice, Mrs. Everhard was an enthusiastic worker for

equal suffrage. She organized the Equal Rights Society of Massillon

and Canton and was an active worker in the state and national asso-

ciations organized for the promotion of woman suffrage. Her promi-
nence in this field of endeavor is shown by the fact that she served a

number of years as president of the Ohio AA^oman Suffrage Association,

and as an officer of the national association she was influential in its con-

ventions and also appeared before the congressional committee ap-

pointed to consider the question of equal suffrage. Mrs. Everhard was
a fine parliamentarian, a woman of commanding presence, and proved an
ideal presiding officer. She was vice president of the board of trustees

of the McClymonds public library of Massillon from the time of its

organization and proved a specially valuable member of its book com-
mittee. As president of the AA^oman’s Cemetery Association she gave
much time to the furtherance of its benignant work, and she was also

most zealous and influential in the affairs of the Massillon Humane
Society, of which she was an efficient officer from the time of its organ-
ization until her death. In all her activities her earnestness and enthusi-

asm were an incentive and inspiration to others. A natural reformer,
but ever tolerant, kindly and considerate, she was always ready and
anxious to right wrong. Called to public work beyond her strength, she

entered upon it as a duty, consistent and firm in her conviction that in

the home, the church and the state man and woman should work side by
side. Her death, on the 14th of April, 1902, after a brief illness, was felt

to be a public calamity. She was a woman of marked individuality,

keen perceptions, ready wit, s-trong personality and untiring energy.
Intolerant of deceit or meanness, an earnest seeker for truth and light,

accepting no dogmas, inculcating morals founded on principle, not
superstition, combining with force of character a touching love of nature
and a tender sympathy for humanity, she represented the best ideals in

the scheme of human thought and motive, and her memory shall be held
in lasting reverence in the county which was her home during her entire

life.”

Melville McC. Everhard. As a business man of prominence and
influence and as a loyal and public-spirited citizen Mr. Evei’bard is

fully maintaining the high prestige of a name that has been long and
worthily identified with the eivie and industrial intere.sts of the City of
Massillon and of Stark County. He is president of the Everhard Com-
pany, which represents one of the important industrial and commercial
enterprises of Massillon and of the genesis and development of which
adequate data are given on other pages of this work, in the memoir
dedicated to the late Capt. Henry II. Everhard, father of him whose
name initiates this article. In the same connection is given a review of
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the family history and a tribute to the mother of Mr. Everhard, she
having been a gracious gentle woman who wielded large and beneficent
influence in the community which was her home throughout her entire
life.

The Everhard Company operates fine stone quarries in the imme-
diate vicinity of IMassillon, and from the stone it manufactures sand
especially adapted for the use of 02)en-hearth, foundry-core, steel-mold-
ing, and heating furnaces, and the j^roducts of the large and finely

equipped plant include also stone for building and bridge purposes,
grindstones, and high-grade, impervious-face brick. The products of
this great concern are sold in all sections of the country, and the vitrified

brick from the factories is in demajid for the construction of the finer

order of modern buildings in Chicago, Boston, New York and other
metroijolitan centers. The present i^resident of this company succeeded
his honored father in this chief executive office

;
John C. Corns is vice

president; and H. T. Yost is treasurer.

Melville McCullough Everhard was born at Massillon, Stark County,
Ohio, on the 14th of February, 1873, and is the only son of Capt.
Henry H. and Caroline J. (McCullough) Everhard. He continued his

studies in the public schools of Massillon until he had completed the

curriculum of the high school, and thereafter passed two years as a

student in the University School in the City of Cleveland. After leaving

this institution Mr. Everhard entered the employ of the Central Electric

Company of Cleveland, in the drafting department of which he served

one year. He then returned to Massillon and devoted about one year to

service in the drafting department of the extensive industrial corpora-

tion now known as the Russell Engine Company. Since that time he

has been closely and effectively associated with the extensive enterprise

conducted by the Everhard Company. He began work in the boiler

room and machine room, familiarized himself with all practical details

of the business and sought no special consideration by reason of the

fact that his father was the executive head of the company. His asso-

ciation with this business had its inception in 1892, and after having

acquired a financial interest he became, in 1896, foreman of the brick

department. Later be was chosen vice president of the company, an

office of which he continued the incumbent until the death of his father,

in 1911, when he was made the latter’s successor in the position of

president and general manager. He has shown excellent initiative and
executive ability and his progressive policies have tended greatly to the

further expansion of the business, the while he has secure place in the

confidence and esteem of the community in which he has passed vir-

tually his entire life thus far and in which he is now a representative

factor in industrial and commercial circles. Mr. Everhard accords

stanch allegiance to the republican party, maintains a lively interest in

all that concerns the social and material process and prosperity of

his native city and county, and is identified with the Massillon Social

Club and the Country Club.

On the 12th of October, 1897, was solemnized the marriage of Mr.

Everhard to jMiss May Dunlop White, who likewise was born and reared
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at Massillon, and they have four children—Carolyn May, Edward M.,

Thomas McCullough, and Florence Ethel.

Hugo C. Koehler. While it is as a lawyer that Mr. Koehler has
been best known in Stark County for the past dozen years, his activities

and influence have been exerted over a much broader field than that

occupied by the average lawyer. Prior to his admission to the bar Mr.
Koehler was a successful educator in Stark County, and has been a

leader in all public enterprises affecting the development and betterment
of Alliance. Mr. Koehler is a member of the well knowm firm of Hai’t

& Koehler, and as lawyers they represent an important clientage corn-

prosing the manufacturing, banking and other business and industrial

corporations of their home city.

Born on a farm near Dundee in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, June
14, 1869, Hugo C. Koehler is a son of Coni’ad and Catharine (Allman)
Koehler. His father was born in Hesse Cassel and his mother in Hesse
Hamburg, Germany. During the German revolutionary troubles in

1848 Conrad Koehler, like so many of his fellow countrymen, left Ger-
many and found a home in the New World. He located near Canal Dover
in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, and spent the balance of his life as a

farmer. He was active in the German Evangelical Church, served many
years as a trustee, and for twenty-four years was a member of the board
of directors of Tuscarawas County Agricultural Station. In his home
township he served as trustee, as clerk, township treasurer and justice

of the peace. His death occurred in 1910, and his wife passed away
in 1912. Of their ten children nine are living, namely : J. P., a farmer
at Applecreek, Ohio; Charles F., a teacher at Winona, Minnesota; AVil-

liam G., a contractor at Beech City, Ohio
;
George H., a lumberman at

Leesville, Ohio; J. Frank, a teacher in the high school at Canton; Hugo
C.

;
Mrs. Mary A. Kapitzky of Strasshurg, Ohio; Dr. James A., who

died November 13, 1913, a former physician at Shelby, Ohio; Daniel

S., a traveling salesman with headquarters at Youngstown, Ohio; Clark,

who is employed in the rubber works at Canton.
Hugo C. Koehler received his early education in the district schools

of Tuscarawas County, for a short time was in the Northern Ohio
Normal School at Ada, also in Berea College and in 1896 was grad-
uated from Mount Union College at Alliance. Mr. Koehler showed his

independent nature and ambition by w’orking his way through college.

After graduating, from 1896 to 1902, he was superintendent of the
public schools at Louisville, Ohio, and in that time prepared the first

course of study and graded the schools of Nimishillen Township, and
was superintendent of the township schools. Mr. Koehler has a life

certificate as a teacher both in the common and the high schools of

Ohio.

AVhile engaged in his school work at Lonisville he took up the study
of law in the office of AV. R. Heuseman of Louisville and was admitted to
the bar in Dccendjcr, 1902. Since that time he has been in active' ])rac-

tice with William L. Hart of Alliance, undei’ the firm nanu' of Hart &
Koehler. This is the leading law firm of Alliance, in the value and im-
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portance of its legal connections with the business and industrial in-

terests of that city.

Mr. Koehler while in college became a member of the Sigma Alpha
Epsilon fraternity, was a delegate to a district convention in Ann Arbor,
IMichigan, and at the national convention in AVashington in 1896. This
is the fraternity to which the late President McKinley belonged, and
Mr. Koehler was one of the committee that initiated Mr. IMcKinley in

the chapter at Columbus while McKinley was governor of the state.

On the day that McKinley was first nominated for the presidency
Mr. Koehler headed the delegation from Alliance which called on Mr.
McKinley in Canton, and pinned the fraternity colors on the Oluo
statesman. IMr. Koehler is also a Knight Templar and thirty-second

degree Mason, a member of the Mystic Shrine, and of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks.

In polities he has always acted with the republican interests, but is

not a politician in the usual sense, and has never sought political honors
and offices as a supplement to his law business. He was president of

the McKinley Club of Alliance and occasionally takes some part in

state and national campaigns. His work in behalf of local enterprises

is well known. For ten years he was a member of the official board of

the hospital, was actively connected with the Alliance Board of Trade
at its organization, served as its first secretary and in 1911 was presi-

dent. The law firm of Hart & Koehler have never failed to give liberal

support both of money and influence towards any enterprise for the

promotion of Alliance’s best welfare. Mr. Koehler has also served as

one of the directors of the First National Bank of Alliance.

On June 8, 1899, Mr. Koehler married May Myers, of AVilmot, Ohio.

They have two children, Helen Christine and Hugo Lee. As a lawyer
]\Ir. Koehler, has frequently been appointed by the court as a referee

and trial .judge, and a number of cases over which he has presided in

this capacity have gone to the Supreme Court, and in every instance his

decisions have been upheld. The range of his intellectual interests has

not been confined to the law, and much of his leisure time has been

devoted to work in literature and the sciences. Both his parents were
devout Christians, and he was reared in the faith of the German Evan-
gelical Church, and has always been identified more or less actively with

church affairs. He is now a member of the board of stewards of the

First Methodist Episcopal Church of Alliance and one of the teachers

in the Sunday School.

Zachary T. Shoemaker. There are several features of the record

of Zachary T. Shoemaker of Massillon which claim special attention.

One is his long and efficient service with the Pennsylvania Railway Com-
pany. a service that has lasted more than thirty-five years. At the same
time Mr. Shoemaker has been active in real estate development in Mas-
sillon, and is regarded as an expert authority on local property values.

He is also president of the State Bank of Massillon and whether as a

business man or citizen is .justly regarded as one of the foremost men
of his community.

Zachary T. Shoemaker Avas born at Chambersburg, Pennsylvania,
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July 8, 1848, a son of Henry and Eliza (Eby) Shoemaker. Henry
Shoemaker was a native of Taneytown, Maryland, and a millwright by
trade. In 1851 he brought his family to Stark County, Ohio, locating

at Navarre, where he continued work at his trade. Subsequently he

came to Massillon, was employed by the railroad company, and from
that city removed to Canal Fulton and was first engaged in mill con-

struction and later conducted a hotel until his death, which occurred at

the age of forty-eight years. His widow survived him many years, and
passed away at Massillon in 1889 at the age of seventy-six. They were
the parents of seven children, two of whom died in infancy, while the

others are named : Martha, who married William B. Ritter, a farmer,

and died at Newton, Iowa
;
Eliza, who married Isaac Hull, who lived at

Newton, Iowa, and served as sheriff of Jasper County, and subsequently
went out to Northern California, where Eliza Hull died

;
George, who

is a resident of Grinnell, Iowa; John A., who for many years has been
freight agent for the Penusylvania Company at Massillon

;
and

Zachary T.

The youngest of the children, Zachary T. Shoemaker was still a small

boy when his father died. The family then resided at Richville, where
he attended school up to the age of fourteen. Since that date he has
been self-supj^orting, and in a few years he had won the confidence of

his employers through his faithful and efficient work. His first regular

employment was as clerk in the old American Hotel at Canton. Leav-
ing that position he clerked for Jacob Trump, who at that time con-

ducted a grocery store on West Tuscarawas Street. He remained with
Ml'. Trump until about 1864, and then came to Massillon. The fol-

lowing nine years were spent as clerk in the dry goods store of Isaac
B. Dangler. Then for five years he was clerk with McClain Brothers,

Resigning his work as, a mercantile employe, in October, 1879, Mr.
Shoemaker entered the employ of the Pittsburg, Fort Wayne & Chicago
Railroad, now one of the main trunk lines of the Pennsylvania system,

and with that company he has been continuously associated ever since.

At the same time his successful efforts have extended to other interests,

and for more than a third of a century he has been active in real estate

circles on his own account. Tlirough this business he has led the way
in the development and growth of Massillon by the erection of many
houses and tlie improvement of vacant property. Among his first ven-

tures was the ])urehase of the Taylor i)roperty of six acres in the south-

east ])art of the city, which he laid out under the name of the Z. T.

Slioemaker tract. Mr. Shoemaker is still an extensive holder of local

real estate, having property in every ward of the city. As a judge of
real estate values it is said that he lias not a jieer in the city.

Mr. Shoemaker was one of the oi'ganizers of the State Bank of
Massillon, which he has served as president since its organization. This
bank has had a steady growth, has a large capital, siilendid resources
and has heen effectively identified with Massillon finance, lie is also

a director in the Eveidiard Conijiany of Massillon, dealers in coal, sand
and brick.

December 27, 1876, IVIr. Shoemaker married at Bellaire, Ohio, IMi.ss

Ella V. Ogle. Her father, Capt. B. F. Ogle, who died at Bellaire, was
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one of the oldest steamboat captains on the Ohio River, and during the

Civil war was in the service of the Government in charge of a pilot

boat connected with the gunboat fleet. To their union have been born
four children: Helen 0., wife of William T. Church, a Chicago attor-

ney, and they have a daughter, Julia AV.
;
Vesta V., who married Lew

Russell Palmer, who is a safety expert for the Labor and Industry
Commission of Pennsylvania and resides at Harrisburg; Lucile M., at

home
;
and Prank 0., still at home. Mr. Shoemaker is a charter mem-

ber of the local lodge of Elks, in which he has served as exalted ruler,

and in politics is a republican, but his name has never been connected
with any public olSce, and this as a matter of choice and preference on

Air. Shoemaker’s part. He attends the Christian Church, of which his

wife is a member, and has given liberally to its support.

As this brief article has indicated, Mr. Shoemaker is a man who
has won his own advancement in life. By careful and conservative

investment he has accumulated a large amount of property, is a man
of the highest business integrity and honor, and enjoys the esteem and
confidence of all with whom he conies in contact.

Henry AVilliam Smith. Now senior member of the firm Smith &
Grosser, real estate and insurance, with offices in the Polwell Building

at Canton, Henry AVilliam Smith has been a factor in business and
public affairs of Canton for many years. For over twenty years he

was connected with the police department, won promotion on the basis

of merit and efficiency, and for eight years served as its chief, in that

time making the department a closely co-operative adjunct of the forces

of law and order and civic w^elfare in the city.

Under his name opportunity is afforded to note briefly some of the

facts connected Avith one of the fine old German families of Stark

County. Henry AVilliam Smith Avas born in Canton, July 9, 1864, and
has been known to local citizens all his life. His parents were Henry
and Catherine (AVagner) Smith, lioth of Avhom Avere born in the Rhine
Province of Germany. The mother came to America in 1856 and the

father in 1857, and they first met and w^ere married in Canton. The
late Henry Smith Avas a blacksmith and for some years had a shop in

partnership Avith Daniel Parr, his brother-in-laAV. Their first place of

business Avas the corner of Tuscaraivas and AValnut streets, and later

at the corner of Piedmont and Second streets. Southeast. This latter

shop is still in operation, being conducted by Henry Parr, a son of

Daniel. In Alay, 1876, the partners dissolved their relations and Henry
Smith then opened a shop of his own at the corner of Piedmont and
Second streets, Northeast, and that shop likeAvise is still performing
service, its jiroprietor being Henry August Smith, a son of Henry.
Henry Smith died in August, 1892, but his widow is still living.

Henry AA^. Smith greiv up and received his education in the Canton
schools and as a boy began learning the blacksmith trade under his

father and brother. That Avas his chief line of Avork until April, 1893,

Avhen he became identified Avith the Canton police in the capacity of

patrol driver. On June 20, 1906, he was promoted to head of the entire

department. Subsequently the office of chief Avas placed under civil
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service rules. For more than nine years he remained at the head of the

department, and during 1915 resigned and as a partner of J. P. Gresser

has handled a general business in real estate and insurance, including
investments, loans, indemnity bonds, and several lines of lire insurance.

While with the police department he was a member of The Ohio State

Association of Chiefs of Police.

Active fraternally, he is a member of McKinley Lodge No. 431, Free
and Accepted Masons, the Royal Arch Chapter and Council of IMasonry,

and is especially prominent in the Knights of Pythias, having for the

last nine years been a member of the Ohio Pythian Home Board and
for four years president of the board. He als'o hlled the various chairs

in the local lodge of Knights of Pythias. He is a member of the Loyal
Order of Moose, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Protected Home
Circle and the Arion Singing Society. Mr. Smith married jMiss Eliza-

beth Schwalbach, who was born at Canal Fulton in Stark County,
daughter of John Schwalbach. Their daughter is named Helen C.

Harry M. Schuffell, M. D. The Schuffell family has been in Stark
County for more than eighty years. The first generation was repre-

sented by a sturdy German emigrant, who for many years made shoes

for the people in and about Louisville. In the next generation is a
merchant of long standing and honorable record in the Village of Osna-
burg. Dr. Harry M. Schuffell, one of Canton’s most eminent surgeons,

belongs to the third generation of this family.

Jacob Schuffell, the grandfather, was a native of AVuertemberg, Ger-
many, where he was born in 1807, and as a boy of fifteen yeai’s came
across the waters to the United States, living in Pennsylvania from 1821
until 1833. During that time he learned and worked at the shoe-

maker’s trade, and then brought his skill and experience to Stark
Comity, locating at Louisville. There he had a shop of his own, and
fashioned many hundreds of pairs of lioots and shoes for his customers.
From Louisville he enlisted for service in the war with Mexico, and
after his retucm and discharge from the army he located at Osnaburg
in Stark County and spent there the rest of his life until his death in

1893. While in Pennsylvania he had married Barliara Miller, who was
also born in AVuertemlierg, Germany, in the year 1816, and had come
to America with her parents when she was a girl. She died at Osna-
burg in 1895.

Josiah E. Schuffell, a son of Jacol) and father of Doctor Schuffell,

was born in Osnaburg in 1847, about tlie time his father was in the
army. He has for many years been identified with mercliandising in

that town, and is still in business and one of tbe leading citizens of the
locality. In 1865 he married Elizabeth Young, who was born at Osna-
burg in 1844, daughter of Jacob and Elizabetli (Sheffer) AMung.

Dr. Harry M. Schuffell was born at Osnaburg, July 13, 1866. From
a comdry boy he has develo])ed his character and taleids ]mrtly thi'ough
home training and partly through means secui-ed by himself for his

advancement, until he is now oiu^ of the most skillful surgeons in North-
eastern Ohio. He attended the public schools of his native village,

was a student in the Northwestern Normal Univei'sity, and completed
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liis education professionally at the Western Reserve University. He
was graduated Bachelor of Science and with a diploma in pharmacy
from Northwestern Normal University in 1891, and in 1893 took his

M. D. from the Western Reserve University. He has made it a point
to associate with the leaders of his profession and has accepted several
opportunities for continued study and observation. He took post-

graduate courses in the New York Polyclinic at New York City, and in
1907 was abroad attending surgical clinics in Berne, Switzerland,
Vienna, Austria, and Berlin, Germany. Prom the age of fifteen until

graduating from AVestern Reserve he spent his time in attending col-

lege and in teaching school, alternating these two occupations, one to

furnish him means for the prosecution of the other.

In 1893 he took up practice as a general physician in Canton, but
now for a number of years has devoted his time exclusively to surgery,
in which field his talents are of a high order. For many years he was
surgeon to the Aultman Hospital at Canton, resigning that position in

1908 to accept his present place on the staff of Mercy Hospital, which
had just been organized, and with which he is identified as chief surgeon
and gynecologist. Doctor Schuffell is a member of the Stark County
and Canton Medical societies, the Stark Academy of Medicine, the
Sixth District of Ohio Medical Society, the Ohio State Medical Society,

and the American Medical Association. He also belongs to the Amer-
ican Congress of Gynecologists, and is serving as surgeon for the Penn-
sylvania Railway Company. On account of his high attainments as a
surgeon Doctor Schuffell was awarded the degree Fellow of the College
of American Surgeons at Philadelphia, in June, 1914, this distinction

being paid only to physicians of recognized ability and experience as

surgeons.

Doctor Schuffell is a member of the Congress Lake Club and the

Canton Chamber of Commerce. In 1898 he was elected coroner of

Stark County, and re-elected in 1900. Outside of that office he has
devoted himself exclusively to the work of his profession. On May 29,

1895, Doctor Schuffell married Cora M. Stone, daughter of Isaac and
Elizabeth (Lyons) Stone of Canton.

Joseph Keith Bye. A descendant of two old families of the Buck-
eye State, members of both of which figured prominently in Stark
County history, Joseph Keith Bye, vice president and general manager
of the Federal Garment Company, is also one of the well known and
influential business men of Canton. He was born at AVaynesburg, Stark
County, Ohio, July 9, 1874, and is a son of the late Dr. Jonah M. Bye,
who was born near Hanover, Columbiana County, Ohio, and died at

Canton in 1902, at the age of sixty-seven years.

Jonah M. Bye, M. D., was educated in the public schools and at the

University of Michigan, and for many years was the most prominent
physician of AA^aynesburg. He came to Canton in 1890 and here soon

attained a position of distinction in the practice of his profession, built

up a large professional business, and earned and held the confidence

and esteem of his fellow-practitioners. He was a member of the Stark
County Medical Society, the Ohio State Medical Society and the Amer-
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icau Medical Association. Doctor Bye married Mary E. Keith, who
died in 1898, at the age of fifty-seven years. Her father was the late

Joseph G. Keith, a pioneer citizen of Canton, who was born in Loudoun
County, Virginia, May 28, 1812, a son of Price and Mary (Carruthers)

Keith. Price Keith came to Ohio as early as 1810 and took up three-

quarters of a section of Government land near Hanover, Columbiana
County, but did not move his family to this place until 1814. He died

on his liome farm at the age of over ninety-one years.

Joseph G. Keith spent his early days on the Keith homestead in

Columbiana County, and as a youth was apprenticed to the - tailor’s

trade, at which he worked for a number of years. In 1866 he located

at Alliance, Ohio, but one and one-half years later came to Canton, at that

time purchasing twenty-five acres of land near the then city limits, which
later he subdivided and sold, all of this property now being included in

the City of Canton. On March 24, 1836, he was married to Nancy
Frost, the daughter of Amos and Mary (Lawrence) Frost, both of

whom died at Canton.
Joseph Keith Bye, of this notice, received a public school education

at Waynesburg, following his studies there until he was thirteen years

of age and then entering the Canton High School, his home while at-

tending that institution being with his grandfather Keith. At the age
of seventeen years he entered upon his career when he secured a position

as messenger for the George D. Harter Bank of Canton, and continued
with that institution for a period of twenty-one years, resigning the

position of teller in 1912 to become identified with the Federal Garment
Company as vice president and general manager. This concern began
business in 1910, and was reorganized and incorporated with a capital-

ization of $50,000, in 1912, with Henry C. Milligan as president, Joseph
K. Bye as vice president and general manager, and R. M. Fawcett as

secretary, which board of officers continues. The factoiy employs over

100 people and manufacturers a line of ladies’ and children’s garments,
such as house dresses, apron dresses, aprons, dressing sacques, rompers,
etc., and has not alone a market from coast to coast, but a large export
trade as well.

Mr. Bye married Fannie Fern Harvey, daughter of the late George
C. Harvey, a pioneer miller of Canton. Mr. Harvey was born in McKean
County, Pennsylvania, September 3, 1832, a son of Isaac and Clarissa

(Claflin) Harvey, and in 1833 the family moved to Center County,
Peunsylvania. Isaac Harvey was born in Berks County, Pennsylvania,

a son of Isaac Harvey, and l)otb, as well as George C., were old-time

millers. Clarissa Claflin was a native of Connecticut. George C. Harvey
lived with his parents in Center County, Pennsylvania, until reaching

the age of twenty-five years and learned the miller’s trade under the

instruclion of his lather. In 1856 he was married to Martha J. Logan,
a native of Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania, and after his marriage
took charge of a mill located in that neighborhood. In 1877 IMr. Harvey
came 1o Canton and bought Hie old Keystone Flour IMill, which he
operated for many years until his retirement. His widow survives him.

To Mr. and IMrs. P>ye two daughters have been born; Josephine
and Mary H. Mr. Bye is a member of the Canton Chamber of Com-

Vdi, in—
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nierce, the Aderaft Club and the Young Men’s Christian Association.
He is a Seottisli Rite Mason and Knight Templar, and he and Mrs. Bye
belong to the First Baptist Church of Canton.

Harry J. Roach. One of the most popular and successful life in-

surance men in Stark County is Harry J. Roach of Alliance, special

representative of the New York Life Insurance Company. He has made
a splendid record in this held, and is now in his thirteenth consecutive
year of service for the New York Life. The fact that he has qualihed
hve successive years for membership in the Two Hundred Thousand
Dollar Chab shows that he is one of the ablest men in the business, not
only in Ohio but in the United States. He is one of the men whose
work in the aggregate has been the principal factor in making the New
York Life one of the two or three world’s greatest life insurance com-
panies.

He was born in the Village of Augusta, Carroll County, Ohio, July

26, 1874, and is now only in the prime of his activities and ability. His
parents are William M. and Malona (Norris) Roach, his father having
been born in Wisconsin in 1850. His grandfather was the late Dr. J. B.

Roach, who was well known as a pioneer physician and citizi n of Carroll

County, Ohio. He served throughout the Civil war and also repre-

sented Carroll County in the Ohio Legislature. AVilliam M. Roach was
educated in Mount Union College at Alliance, read law, was admitted
to the bar and for twenty-five years has been an active member of the

Alliance bar, in which city he also served a term as city solicitor. The
maternal grandfather of Harry J. Roach is B. P. Norris, who, though
now in his eighty-fifth year, is still vigorous and active. He served as

a private all through the Civil war, and was once captured and confined

in the notorious Libby prison at Richmond.
Reared in Alliance, Harry J. Roach has won his way by force of

ability in the community which has known him since childhood. He
attended the public schools, and his first serious work in life was as

salesman in an Alliance retail clothing store. Afterwards he was asso-

ciated with a merchant tailoring establishment, but in 1904 he gave up
other lines of business to become an agent for the New York Life Insur-

ance Company.
In 1911 Mr. Roach was appointed special representative with unre-

stricted territory, Avhich means that he has the privilege of going after

and getting business anywhere. As already stated, he is a member of

the Two Hundred Thousand Dollar Club of the NeAV York Life, and
that means that he has secured a minimum of $200,000 insurance each

year, and if a representative of the company falls below that minimum
his membership for the succeeding year ceases. Hence it is no ordinary

honor to have held such a membership five consecufive years. Anofher
distincfion came fo him Avhen recently he was one of the twenty-five

members of the Two Hundred Thousand Dollar Club of the Ncav York
Life, drawn from the entire force of that company’s representatives in

the United States, who won a trip to the World’s Congress of Insurance

Men, held in San Francisco in September, 1915. Beginning with 1916

Mr. Roach entered upon his thirteenth consecutive year in life insurance
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work, and his slogan is: “The thirteenth year—unlucky for laziness

and laggards.” Mr. Roach has always had his home in Alliance, but

maintains offices both in that city and in Canton.

His ability as a business man and his enterprise as a citizen have

made him valuable to his home community in many ways. He is a

member of the Alliance Chamber of Commerce, the Alliance Country
Club, the Congress Lake Club, the Canton Chamber of Commerce, the

Canton Y. M. C. A., the Canton Adcraft Club, of which he is a director.

He is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias, is a republican in politics

and a member of the Christian Church. Mr. Roach married Miss Grace
Beltz, daughter of A. J. and Edith Reitz of Alliance. Their daughter,

Dorothy, was horn in August, 1900.

Prank H. Faber. The vice president and resident head of the Pitts-

burgh Pneumatic Company, at Canton, Frank H. Faber, was born in

the City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but belongs to a family which
was founded in Stark County during pioneer days. He has been located

at Canton since 1906, and during this time has been known as one of

his adopted city’s leading men of business and an energetic, progressive

and enterprising citizen.

Mr. Faber was reared in Pittsburgh, where he received his early

educalion in the public schools, this being supplemented by a course

at the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, at Troy, New York, and his

career was commenced as a mechanical engineer with the Union Switch '

and Signal Company, of Pittsburgh. Later he was engaged in engineer-

ing work for the Springfield (Illinois) Iron Company, and this was
followed by several years passed in the building and construction of

street railways at various places. He next became steam expert for the

Stirling Coiler Company, with a plant at Barberton, Ohio, and head-
fpiarters at Canton, and then was made manager of the Liberty Manu-
facturing Company of Pittsburgh, a position which he held until com-
ing to Canton in 1906. Mr. Faber is a member of the Engineers Club
of Now York City and of the Canton and Lakeside Country clubs of

Canton.
The Pittslnu’gh Pneumatic Company of Canton was organized in

1906, at Pittsburgh, for the purpose of manufacturing pneumatic tools,

comprising chi])ping hammei's, hand riveters, drills, sand rammers and
allied ai)pliances, by W. B. Ridgely, ex-United States comptroller of

currency, N. C. Raff, of Canton, and Prank 11. Faber, under the pres-

(Mit compatiy name, Mr. Faber being president, C. C. Murray, vice presi-

dent and secretary, and C. II. .Tohnson. treasurer. The plant began
operation in the same year, but the boai'd of officials was subsequently
changed, Mr. Munaiy becoming ))7-esident, Mr. Faber, vice president,

M. C. Mayo, secretaiw, and C. H. doluison, treasurer, which organization
Tamiains Ihe same at this time. The following coni])rise the board of

(litrctors: W. B. Ridgely, N. C. Raff, W. H. iMinick. M. C. klayo, Frank
II. Faber, G. H. .lohnson, C. C. Murray, Ileni'y J. Poetjen and William
J. Thomj)son. The concei-n is incorporated under the state laws of

New dcr.s-ey, with a ca])i1al of if^250,000. The j)lant enqdoys eighteen
imm, all skilled mechanics, and the market of the concern is world-wide.
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James A. Saxton. No history can be written of the City of Canton
without many references to the part played by the Saxton family, which
was among the pioneers in this part of Ohio and which furnished many
of the material and moral influences which were inwoven into the com-
position of the community and the impi’ess of which can still be traced.

On other pages of this publication will he found such references to the
family’s contributions to early Stark County history, and the following
paragraphs are devoted to a concise sketch of the late James A. Saxton,
and his immediate family.

James A. Saxton was born in Canton May 1, 1812, a son of John and
Margaret (Laird) Saxton, who came from Pennsylvania to Canton and
represented one of the first families to settle in that village. The
birthplace of James A. Saxton was a brick residence, a landmark in
the early city, which stood on the site occupied by the present McKin-
ley Hotel.

James A. Saxton acquired his early education in the village schools

of Canton, and at the age of eighteen began a business career which was
remarkable for its lengfh and for its achievements. At that time he
opened a retail hardware store, in a building that stood on a portion
of the site now occupied by tlie Stark County courthouse. That was
his chief line of business for many years, and it brought him financial

success. Prom merchandising he turned his attention to banking, and
founded the Stark County Bank, of which he was president, and which
under his management became one of the leading banking institutions

of Eastern Ohio. Mr. Saxton had the best qualities of the successful

banker, was a man of thorough integrity, enjoyed the confidence of

everyone in the business community, had a keen understanding of busi-

ness affairs and of men, and while conservative was in many ways lib-

eral and helpful to local business men who possessed character and
ability but at times needed capital for the growth of their business.

After retiring from the presidency of the Stark County Bank Mr.
Saxton removed to New Yoi’k City, and for several years was engaged
in business at the metropolis. While there he was also employed in set-

tling up the estate of his old friend and former partner, Mr. Schweitzer,

who had formerly conducted a large hardware business in Canton.
After putting these varied affairs into a satisfactory condition, Mr. Sax-

ton returned to Canton, and here spent the rest of his long and useful

career retired from active business cares. The late Mr. Caxton’s influ-

ence was hardly less noticeable in civic affairs than in business and
banking. Few enterprises of public interest were undertaken at Can-
ton to which he did not contribute either directly or remotely, and the

well rounded develoj)ment of his home city was as much the object of

his ambition as the accumulation of a private fortune. His was a life

and character such as a community can ahvays honor. Mr. Saxton lived

nearly three quarters of a century and died at his home in Canton on
March 14, 1887.

He was twice married. On August 31, 1846, Miss Kate Dewalt
became his wife. She was the daughter of George and Catherine (Har-
ter) Dewalt of Canton. She Avas born August 18, 1827, and died March
14, 1873. The children of this marriage are mentioned as follows : Ida,
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who was born June 8, 1847, and died May 26, 1907, was the wife of the

late William McKinley, President of the United States. The two daugh-
ters of President and Mrs. McKinley were Ida M., who died at the age
of four months, and Katie, who died at the age of three and a half years.

Mary B., the second daughter of Mr. Saxton, was born December 15,

1848, and on August 20, 1873, married Marshall C. Barber of Canton,
where she still lives. George D. Saxton, born October 31, 1850, died
October 7, 1898. For his second wife Mr. Saxton married Mrs. Hettie
Medill, a widow of a brother of the late Joseph Medill, the founder
and or many years editor of the Chicago Tribune.

David Fording, senior member of the Alliance bar, and one of the
well known lawyers and esteemed citizens of Stark County was born at

Salem, Columbiana County, Ohio, July 3, 1842. The Fording family
has been identified with America nearly a century and a half. His
great-grandfather, Christopher Fording, was horn in Ireland and set-

tled in Pennsylvania in 1776, while the Revolutionary war was in prog-

ress, but afterwards moved to the State of Maryland. Thomas Fording,
a son of Christopher, was born near Baltimore in 1781 and married
Esther Ewan, who was born in the United States but whose ancestors

came from Scotland. The father of David Fording was Ewan Fording,
who was born in Pennsylvania May 30, 1810. He married Christina

Clippinger, whose father Anthony Clippinger was born in Pennsylvania,
hut was of German ancestry. Christina was born in Butler township,

Columbiana County, Ohio, in 1809, and died December 28, 1888. She
was a kind mother, a woman of beautiful Christian character, and her
influence both at home and among her friends was as a ray of sunshine.

All these ancestors were of hardy stock, typical of the best in Ameri-
can pioneers. Ewan Fording, who was the second in a family of eight

children, had only nine months of schooling, though this was supple-

mented by additional information picked up as opportunity presented
from liooks and other sources until he had acquired a practical educa-

tion. The death of his mother when he was young caused the family to

be broken up, and a family friend, a shoemaker, took Ewan Fording
into his home and taught him the trade. He was industrious, and in a

few years had accumulated means sufficient to justify him in purchas-
ing a farm. In 1846 he moved from Salem to his farm in Smith Town-
ship, Mahoning County, a short distance east of the center of that town-
shij). Smith Township contains thirty-six square miles, and the little

“red sclioolhouse” located at the center, was the only voting place in the

township. Here David east his first vote at the second election of Mr.
Lincoln. The ballot was printed on yellow paper, entitled “The Union
Ticket.” Another ticket on white paper was voted, but less popular.

He had walked ten miles to see Mr. Lincoln when he passed through
Alliance on his way to Washington to he inaugurated President.

After selling that place a few years later (1853) he bought another

near the county line separating Stark and Mahoning counties. That
was his home until the death of his wife in 1888. His six children dur-

ing their minority, except when attending school, lived with him and
assisted in carrying on the farm work. One of his mo.st cherished and
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constant ambitions was that his children should have better education
and better opportunities than he himself had enjoyed. All attended Mt.
Union College. Ewan Fording was a man of exemplary habits, always
carefid not to set an unworthy example before his children or others
who might imitate him. Of the five children besides David Fording brief

individual sketches are presented herewith

:

Lloyd h’ording, the oldest, worked on the home farm until the break-
ing out of the Civil war, enlisted in Company K, Sixty-fifth Ohio Volun-
teer Infantiy, and in the battle of Stone River lost the use of one arm
when a bullet passed through his left shoulder. He was discharged from
the army by reason of this disability and took up school teaching, fol-

lowed that for several years, was for two terms clerk of the Common
Pleas Court of Mahoning County, and for more than twenty years was
an honored resident at Alliance in Stark County. He died November
21, 1905, and is bnried in the Alliance Cemetery. Surviving him are

a widow and five children.

Leander Fording, the second child, was for a number of years a

teacher, later in the merchant tailoring business at Alliance, and being

.successful in that became a director of two of the local banks and served

as a member of the board of education. He retired from business about

1902, and has since traveled extensively in the United States, Canada
and Cuba, and is now in his eightieth year anti lives with his sister at

Cottage Hill, Florida. His first wife was Mattie Griffith, who was born
in Summit County, Ohio, and his second wife was Mary Baker of Alli-

ance. The four children of his first marriage are; Arthur 0. Fording,

a successful lawyer now living at Pittsburg
;
Harry, a traveling sales-

man whose home is in Hood River, Oregon
;
William G., a civil engineer,

living at Cleveland; Ewan, who died several years ago.

Samantha, the only daughter of Ewan Fording, was a teacher for

several terms before her marriage to W. J. Hahn. Mr. Hahn, who was

one of the early graduates of Mount Union College, was first a teacher,

and then took up the work of the ministry, and died in Florida several

years ago.

IMiller, next in age, was a soldier in the Civil war, graduated from

Mount Uinon College, was very successfully identified with the work

of education for a nnmber of years, but finally took up the Methodist

ministry, and died at Fredonia, New York, July 28, 1908, leaving a

widow and three children.

Thomas Fording, the youngest son, after a few years of experience

as a teacher took up the law, was admitted to the bar, and began practice

at Abilene, Dickinson County, Kansas. For one term he served as prose-

i-uting attorney of that county, and after returning to Ohio was deputy

clerk of the court at Youngstown. For several years he practiced law

in San Bernardino, California, and finally moved to Portland, Oregon,

where he still lives. He married Jennie Hunter, whose father. Rev.

Dr. William Hunter, was at one time editor of the Pittsburg Advocate

and a man of great literary attainments. There are two children. Hun-

ter and Stella.

David Fording after gaining a substantial literary education read

law in the office of AYilliam C. Pippit of Alliance, and was admitted
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to the bar at Cleveland September 13, 1870. On the fifth of the follow-

ing October he married Esther J. McConey. Her father, John McConey,
was at that time a farmer living in Portage County. To the marriage
of Mr. and Mrs. Fording were born three children: Charles Edgar and
James D., who are dentists practicing in Brooklyn, New York; and Alice

M., who lives with her father and mother at Alliance.

It was at Alliance that David Fording began his practice forty-five

years ago. In 1874 he formed his first partnership with J. J. Parker
under the firm name Parker & Fording, a relationship which continued
for about one year, when Mr. Parker moved to Canton and is now liv-

ing in Chicago. In 1877 a partnership was formed between Mr. Ford-
ing and Heaton W. Harris, under the firm name of Fording & Harris.

This was interrupted in January, 1900, when Mr. Harris was appointed
by President McKinley United States Consul to Mannheim, Germany,
and he has ever since been in the Government consular service and is

now located at Frankfort-on-the-Main.

As a lawyer Mr. Fording soon succeeded in building uji a profitable

practice, and for years has been well and favorably known as a law-

yer in Eastern Ohio. Many times he has been associated in the trial

of important cases, and has represented the legal interests of many
successful citizens, and at the same time has looked after matters per-

taining to the welfare of the community. For upwards of twenty
years he has been a member of the board of trustees of Mount Union
College. Without political ambition himself, he has been an active

worker in the republican party, has made many public addresses and
has frequently been asked to preside at important political gatherings.

The only salaried office he ever held was that of mayor of Alliance, in

which he served during 1874-75. At that time he was nominated on a

citizens ticket when the subject of temperance and the rigid enforce-

ment of ordinances had become an important issue. He was out of

the city when nominated, and while he did not decline the nomination
he did refuse to vote for himself.

Some years ago by reason of the sudden death of one of the Common
Pleas judges, a vacancy occurred in the judiciary, whereupon, without
notice to Mr. Fording, a petition was circulated and signed by all mem-
bers of the local bar asking him to become a candidate for the vacancy.

In declining he assigned as a reason that he had no ambition for that

distinguished position and that he had already pledged himself to the

support of another candidate whom he deemed well qualified for the

office. Mr. Fording has identified himself with every movement which
he believed to be for the best interests of the city and community,
though he is not a member of any lodges or civic organizations. The
one social membership which has afforded him the greatest enjoyment
and in wliich he takes niQst pride is with the Alliance Circle. This
organization is made up of about a dozen re])resentatives from the dif-

ferent professions and leading indnsti'ies, and was formed for the bet-

termenl and (Milertainimmt of its members. Each member is required

to pr(‘j)ar(‘ an address oi' essay, 1o be read or deli\'(>red before the Circle

eaeli year, and also to enterlain once each year. The (fii-ele has Ix'en in

exist(Miee twenty-two years, and has been a source of great pleasure and
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advantage to its members. One of the papers prepared by Mr. Ford-
ing entitled “ Ydiitlier are we Drifting,” was published and widely cir-

culated among business men. On the evening of his seventy-third birth-

day a banquet was tendered IMr. Fording by the local Bar Association
in which the judges of the district and former members of the local bar
particiijated. This was a memorable occasion, and was the more gratify-

ing to Mr. Fording for the reason that it was arranged for without his

knowledge and solely to do him honor. Ilis address in response to the
honor was worthy of the occasion and by unanimous vote published in

the local papers, and read with interest by his wide circle of friends

throughout Stark County.

Frederick AV. Preyer. A well known Canton business man, who is

secretary of the Gilibs Manufacturing Company and an officer of several

other local enterprises, Frederick AV. Preyer began his business career

when a boy, has been steadily at work advancing his own interests and
those of the organizations which he has been identified with, and success-

ful himself has always been a loyal factor in advancing the welfare of

his community.
Frederick AV. Preyer, though most of his life has been spent in Stark

County, was born in Cleveland, Ohio, October 26, 1872, a son of Albert
and Amelia (Loeffer) Preyer. His father was a native of Germany, a

son of John Peter Preyer. The family came to the United States in

1857, living in Canton for several years, and in 1865 going to Cleveland,

where John Peter Preyer operated a vineyard and a winery for many
years. Subsequently Albert Preyer returned to Stark County and located

at Massillon, where he was engaged in business until his death in 1879.

His wife, Amelia Loeffer, was born in Massillon, where she is still living.

Her father, the late Frederick Loeffer, was born in Deckenpfrout, Ger-

many, February 5, 1826, and on coming to the United States settled in

Alassillon in 1849, where he died September 25, 1909. Frederick Loeffer

was a pioneer merchant in Massillon, and a valuable citizen for over sixty

years. He was the son of a schoolteacher and himself taught school for

some time and was also a musician of no ordinary talent and one of the

first music teachers in Stark County. For a time he was in the fuel and
milling business, and still later a manufacturer of malt. The new AVash-

ington High School stands on the site of the old Loeffer home in Mas-

sillon.

Frederick AV. Preyer received his education in the Massillon public

schools, and his first occupation as a wage earner was during his boy-

hood when he worked as timekeeper and billing clerk for the Massillon

Stone & Fire Brick Company. Two years later he entered the employ of

the Massillon Bridge Company, and spent fourteen years with that con-

cern. In 1903 Mr. Preyer removed to Canton and has since been secre-

tary of the Gibbs Manufacturing Company. He has been a valuable

man in the service of this corporation, an account of which and of the

men whose name it bears is given in preceding sketches.

Mr. Preyer is also president of the Hygienic Products Company of

Canton. He is a member of the Canton Chamber of Commerce, is a

director of the Canton Savings & Loan Company and a stockholder in



HISTOEY OF STARK COUNTY 1071

several other enterprises. Mr. Preyer is a member of the Presbyterian
Church. In 1902 he married Clara G., daughter of the late Lewis Gibbs.

Frank A. Downs. On a cetain day in the year 1901 there arrived
in the City of Canton a double team and wagon, the latter loaded with
hay and grain, the former driven by a young man who was bringing with
him his entire worldly possessions. Such was the advent of Frank A.
Downs, who since that time has developed into one of the substantial busi-

ness men of the city, a leading paving, sewer and excavating contractor,

and president and general manager of the F. A. Downs Construction
Company.

Like many of the men who have won prosperity and position in this

city, Mr. Downs is a product of the farm, having been born on his father’s

homestead place located between Carrollton and klinerva, in Carroll

County, Ohio, February 12, 1875, a son of John M. and Elizabeth A.
(Caskey) Downs. The Caskey and Downs families were both pioneers

of Carroll County, where their members have for the most part been
engaged in agricultural pursuits, an occuiiation which is still being fol-

lowed by Mr. Downs’ parents.

Frank A. Downs received his educational training in the public

schools of Carroll County and was brought up to be a farmer, an occupa-

tion which, however, was not exactly to the young man’s liking, althoixgh

he remained on the home place and assisted his father until he reached
the age of twenty-four years. At that time he started our for himself

and went to the oil fields of Cisco, Ohio, where he obtained employment,
but after one year thus employed returned to the home farm. The year

he had spent away from home, however, had Init strengthened his desire

and determination to win success in business life, and in 1901, after one
year passed at home he came to Canton in the rnanner above described.

He first secured a barn on Cherry Street, near Jackson Street, which he

made his headquarters while he engaged in teaming, and until he was
able to gather together some small capital was employed by other con-

tractors. As his business grew and extended, he began taking small

contracts on his own account, the first of any size being the excavating for

the Stark Telephone Company’s building, his outfit at that time consist-

ing of one team of horses and two wagons. Later, when he found the need

of larger qxxarters, he moved to No. 342 Prospect Avenue and enlarged

his operations and equipment, and about that time secured the contract

for excavating for the proposed site of the steel car works of the Penn-
sylvania Railroad Company. That his business operations were now
growing 1o large pi'oportions is shown by the fact that his next contract

was one for $48,000 worth of street paving, at Canal Dover, Ohio, and
since that time he has had contracts all over the state, and at this time

accepts o)dy the largest and most important jobs. In June, 1912
,
Mr.

Downs purchased the large barn on Second Street, Northeast, Nos. 609 -

611
,
where he is now located, and where he has accomodations for forty-

eight head of horses. The F. A. Downs Construction Company was in-

corporated in 1912
,
with Mr. Downs as president and general manager.

The company now owns and operates three steam shovels, as well as a
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great deal of valuable real estate, and at the present writing has con-
tracts for work aggregating $150,000.

Mr. Downs married Miss Emma McCausland, of Carroll County, Ohio,
who was engaged in teaching school for several years before her mar-
riage, and two children have been born to this union : Arthur J. and Faber
C. ]\Ir. Downs is a member of the Chamber of Commerce and belongs to
the Loyal Order of Moose.

Louis Paul Manger. One of Massillon’s most prominent young busi-
ness men and financiers is Louis Paul Manger, president of the Manger-
French Investment Company, a concern handling high-class investments.
Whether one considers the early disadvantages which he was forced to
overcome, the sturdy industry and perseverance with which he fought
his way to a foothold on the ladder of business success, the remarkable
prosperity which has attended his etforts or the importance and scope of
the financial and industrial interests with which he has been connected,
it must be admitted that his career has been a remarkable one, worthy of
the son of a progressive city in a state that has not lacked for men of large
achievement.

Mr. Manger was born at Massillon, January 5, 1885, the son of
Anthony and Agnes (Ruchtie) Manger, natives of Bavaria, Germany,
where they were married. They came to Massillon soon after their ar-

rival in America, and here both passed away in 1888. Left an orphan at

the age of three years, Louis P. Manger was placed in the Catholic
Orphans’ Home at Louisville, Ohio, where the next nine years of his life

were passed. He was then taken from the institution by August J. Stuhl-

dreher, a farmer of Lawrence Township, near Canal Fulton, with whom
he made his home until 1902, and in that year returned to Massillon and
entered the employ of the Wheeling & Lake Erie Railway Company, in

the capacity of clerk. One year later he began driving a grocery deliv-

ery wagon, at a salary of $9 per week, and so continued for five years, that

experience being followed by six years in the news department of the

Evening Independent, a Massillon newspaper. In a small and modest
way he next began to deal in real estate under his own name, and grad-
ually drifted into the handling of bonds and investments, this enterprise

growing ‘SO rapidly that in 1912 he became the organizer of the Manger-
French Investment Company, of which he has since been president and
active head. He has been a leading factor in industrial and financial

circles of this part of the state, and has assisted in the organization, incor-

poration and financing of a number of important corporations, all of

which have met with success. Among these may be mentioned the Portage
Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio, a $1,250,000 concern; the Salem (Ohio)

Bath Tub Manufacturing Company, capitalized at $500,000 ;
the Kirk-

Dunn Coal Mine Company, Cleveland, with mines in Columbiana County
producing 900 tons daily

;
the National Sanitary Company, Salem, Ohio

;

Massillon Chair and Desk Company; the Wayne China Company, W^oos-

ter, Ohio : the Lac-Mar Company, manufacturers of paints and varnishes

;

and the Ohio Banking and Trust Company, Massillon. He is president

and a director in the Manger-French investment Company; director in

the National Sanitary Company
;
director in the Massillon Chair and Desk
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Company; director and secretary-treasurer of the Wayne China Com-
pany, and a director in the Lac-Mar Company, and is also largely inter

ested in natural gas properties in the Wooster (Ohio) district.

In the Massillon lodge of the Knights of Columbus, Mr. Manger has
attained to the fourth (highest) degree, and is also a member of the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and of the Fraternal Order of

Eagles. lie takes a leading and influential part in the proceedings of the

Llassillon Chamber of Commerce. With his family, he belongs to St.

Mary’s Roman Catholic Church. Mrs. Manger, who before her marriage
was Laura E. Warth, was born at Massillon, the daughter of Frank and
Ella (Roup) Warth of this city. Three children have been l)orn to Mr
and Mrs. Manger: Ethelreda, Elizabeth and Louis Paul, Jr.

William A. White, M. D. Among the men of Canton who after

achieving success and position in professional life have displayed their

versatility by turning their attention to industrial and commercial
affairs and duplicating their success therein, one who has risen to more
than ordinary prominence is Dr. William A. White. For a number of

years a capable physician and surgeon, with a large and important prac-

tice, Doctor White in 1902 became interested in the manufacture of

brick, and at this time is president of one of the leading companies in

this line of manufacture in Ohio, the Big Four Clay Company.
Doctor White was born on the old White homestead, which was set-

tled by his grandfather, John White, near Weston, West AUrginia. The
grandfather, a native of that state, of Irish parentage, married Katie
Jackson, who was the aunt of Gen. Thomas J. (“Stonewall”) Jackson,

the great Confederate leader. They reared eight sons, several of whom
went to California during the “days of ’49,” making the overland trip

and continuing to remain in the Golden state during the remainder of

Hieir lives. The maternal grandfather of Doctor AVhite was Smith Gib-

son, who was born in Virginia, a member of the old and honored family
of that name. Marcellus White, the father of the Doctor, was born on
the White homestead, and there passed his entire life, being successfully

engaged in farming and merchandising. He is now deceased, but the

l)o('tor’s mother, who was Flora Gibson, of West Virginia, is still living,

William A. White received his literary education in the graded and
iioi'irial schools and at Broaddus College, in West Virginia, following

which he prosecuted his medical studies at the Eclectic Medical College,

Cincinnati, Ohio, from which institution he was graduated in 1897 with

the degree of Doctor of Medicine. At that time he began the practice of

bis profession at Leipsic, Ohio, where he soon attracted to himself an
e.xeellent professional business, and continued in the enjoyment thereof

until 1908, when he disposed of Ins practice, his interests having been
drawn elsewhere. He bad become interested in the manufacture of brick,

and in the year 1902 becanie one of the organizers of the Big Four Clay
Company and came to Canton in 1908, which city has eontituied to

l)c his home, his beautiful I’csidence being situated in the residential

snbinl) of EdgcJield. The g(‘nei'al offices of tlie Big Four Clay
Com])any are loeat('d in the City National Baidc Building, Canton, wbih'

the company’s {)lant, one of the largest and most complete in its line of
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manufacture in the country, is situated at Malvern, Ohio. In addition
to discharging the duties of president of this company. Doctor White
has charge of the factory department, and among his associates is de-

pended upon as a man thorouglily versed in the business and a far-

sighted, shrewd and progressive business man. While the greater part
of his attention is given to the company of which he is the directing
head, he also has large realty interests, having invested heavily in both
city and suburban property at Canton. In Masonry, Doctor White is a
member of Leipsic^ Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Finley
Commandery, Knights Templar, Ohio Consistory, Scottish Rite, thirty-

second degree, and Zanobra Temple, of Toledo, Ohio, A. A. 0. N. M. S.

The doctor belongs also to the Canton lodges of the Odd Fellows and the
Elks and to the Canton Chamber of Commerce, and although now retired

from the profession retains his membership in the Ohio Medical Society

and the American Medical Association.

Doctor White was married to Dr. Mae Emery, who was born in Henry
County, Ohio, the only daughter of a physician and herself a graduate
member of that profession, it having been at medical college that she first

met Doctor White. Two children have been born to this union : Margaret
Emery, who is three years old; and William A., Jr., nine months of age.

William E. Smith. During the greater part of his active career Mr.
Smith was engaged in furnishing a supply of pure and wholesome milk
to the City of Canton. As a dairyman he conducted a large and profitable

business, but gave it up a few years ago and is now concentrating his

attention on the management of a fine farm in Canton Township, two
miles east of the courthouse. His business record has been one to con-

stitute him a successful citizen, and he is one of the highly esteemed men
of Stark County.

His birthplace was the old Cook farm, one of the well known rural

estates surrounding Canton, where he was born May 15, 1877. The old

Cook farm has since been largely included in the manufacturing district

of Canton, and part of it is now the site for the Berger Manufacturing
Company and other plants, and a portion is also included in what is

known as Cook’s Park. His parents were Bryan W. and Matilda (Her-

shey ) Smith. The former was born in Marlboro Township of Stark County
in 1842, son of John P. Smith, who came to Stark County in the early

days from Pennsylvania, settled in Marlboro Township, but died at Mid-
dlebranch in Plain Township, where he had lived retired for several years.

IMatilda Hershey was born in Marlboro Township in 1850, daughter of

John Hershey. After their marriage Bryan and Matilda Smith lived on

two different farms in Marlboro Township, and then rented the old Cook
farm near Canton, Mrs. Cook being an aunt of Mrs. Smith. Bryan Smith
operated that old estate for twenty-seven years, and after a year of resi-

dence on East Tuscarawas Street in Canton, bought the old Hershberger

farm in Nimishillen Township, and is still living there, having had a pros-

perous career which enabled him to take life somewhat at leisure. He
and his wife are members of the Trinity Reformed Church.

The boyhood days of William F. Smith were spent on the old Cook

estate, and while there he attended the Canton public schools. He also
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took a complete course in the Canton Actual Business College. It was in

1897, at the age of twenty-two, that he embarked in the milk business.

In 1898 he rented the James Barnett farm, which he now owns, and
made that the headquarters for his milk trade for two years. He then

bought 11/2 acres of land just across the road from the Barnett place and
his residence is still on that property. For seventeen years he was
engaged in the milk trade, and during that time conducted four milk

routes in the City of Canton. In 1913 he bought the Barnett farm, and
leaving the milk business has since employed his time in looking after his

crops and transacting a business as a general agriculturist.

Mr. Smith married Mellie E. Kreibuill, who was born on the Osnaburg
Road in Canton Township, daughter of the late Peter Kreibuill. Mr. and
Mrs. Smith have two sons: Paul H., aged thirteen; and Russell C., aged
ten. The family are members of the Trinity Reformed Church in Can-
ton. Mr. Smith has been quite an active factor in local affairs in his

section of Canton Township and for two years served as school director.

In politics he is a republican.

Vernon William Sheatsley. In the rural districts of Stark County
few families have been more influential and have taken a more decided
stand for progress and uplift in material improvement, on the proper
solution of the moral and public questions which confront a community,
than the Sheatsleys, a prominent representative of which family is Ver-
non W. Sheatsley, whose activities have been identified with general
farming and more recently wdth fruit raising and who resides on a beau-
tiful place half way between Canton and Osnaburg.

He was born on the old Sheatsley homestead in Paris Township of

Stark County September 1, 1878. His parents were William and Maria
C. (Mong) Sheatsley. William Sheatsley was born in Paris Township
near New Franklin in 1844, a son of Frederick Sheatsley. The latter was
a native of Germany, where he married, and when about twenty-eight
years of age brought his family to America and settled near New Frank-
lin in Paris Township.

Maria C. Mong was born in Paris Township near Robertsville in 1846,

a daughter of Valentine Mong, who was the first member of the family
in Stark County. She is still living, and has her home with her son
Vernon W.

The late AVilliam Sheatsley was for years one of the substantial citi-

zens of Stark County. He bought his farm comprising 128 acres from Mr.
Balsley. Most of its area was in a swamp, known as marsh lands, and
one of its conspicuous features in the building improvements was an old
brewery, which had been operated as one of the pioneer establishments
of the kind in Stark County, but had been in disuse for several years
before Mr. Sheatsley acquired the property. In the course of years Mr.
Sheatsley had brought every acre under cultivation, laid about fifteen
miles of tiling, and constructed an entirely new set of buildings. He
died there in 1900. He was quite prominent in chnreh affairs and held
the office of deacon and elder in the Lutheran denomination. AYhat he
did in iinjiroving his own property fairly illustrates his general stand
for progress and improvement in the community, and by the strength
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of his example and his influence he was one of the most valuable men
in Paris Township. He possessed many loyal friends, and such was his
career that he deserves the grateful memory of all his descendants. He
and his wife were married in Paris Township, and they became the
parents of two sons and two daughters. Clarence V., the oldest, spent
six years in the Capital Theological Seminary of the Lutheran Church
at Coliimbus, Ohio, subseciuently was abroad two years at Leipsic, Ger-
many, and has since been prominent in the ministry of the Lutheran
Church and now serves St. John’s Church at Pittsburg, where he is the
pastor of a congregation of more than 1,200 members. He married
Addie, daughter of Henry Sponseller of Paris Township, and their four
children are named IMilton, Clarence, Elizabeth and Alice. Ella, the
second child, died at the age of sixteen; the third is Vernon W.

;
Alice,

the fourth, married Harry Linhart of Pittsburgh.

Vernon W. Sheatsley grew up on the old home farm, attended the

common schools and the Mount Pleasant graded school in Paris Town-
ship. His career has been one of successful identification with agricul-

tural activities. For a number of years he managed the farming inter-

ests of his father, and at the death of the latter took entire charge of

the estate, and four years later bought the homestead. In 1912 he
secured a manager for that farm, and in the same year acquired his pres-

ent place in Canton Township, purchasing twenty-two acres. Subse-
((uently he sold five acres to his l)rother Clarence, who erected upon it a

Inmgalow and spends his vacation there. The first important improve-
ments Mr. Sheatsley made was the building in 1912 of a fine barn on a

foundation 30x40 feet, while in 1913 he erected his handsome modern
i'e.sidence, a two-story ten-room house, built of Kittaning vitrified brick.

There are few city homes in Stark County that rival this for convenience

and comfort. It is lighted by electricity, has running water, bath rooms,

and every facility needed for convenience and comfortable living.

Mr. Sheatsley married Della AVartman, who was born in Paris Town-
ship, daughter of Theodore AVartman. The five children of their union

are named Lehman P., Roy P., Leona B., Melvin AA^. and Eva AI. Air.

and Airs. Sheatsley are members of the Imtheran Church at Paris, and
lie was deacon for two years and superintendent of the Sunday school

four years. For the last six years he has given a great deal of his atten-

tion to business as a wholesale dealer in potatoes and hay. At the pres-

ent time, however, he is more and more concentrating his time on farm-

ing and frnit growing, and is one of the exemplars in those industries for

Stark County.

Herbert Davis Raff. In the modern conduct of business the chief

element of success lies in efficiency in every department, and this is

especially true of manufacturing enterprises. The old rule of thumb
method has given way to scientific exactitude, and he who holds a re-

sponsilile position with any of our large manufacturing concerns must

needs lie a man of special training in his own department. A jack-of-

all -trades may be a useful man to a ship-wrecked party on a desert

i.sland, but in the bustling hives of civilization it is the specialist who
achieves success. An efficient member of this class is Herbert Davis
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Raff, .superintendent of the Diamond Portland Cement Company’s plant,

at Middlebranch, whose career affords a useful lesson to aspiring youth.
Mr. Raff was horn at Canton, Ohio, February 24, 1871, a son of Ben-

jamin F. and Elizabeth (Davis) Raff. His paternal ancestors were
originally from Germany, where the family name was “von Raffens-

herger.
’

’ On coming to America, which they did at an early date, they
first dropped the “von,” and later, for purposes of convenience, abbrevi-

ated the name to “Raff.” William Raff, the grandfather of Herbert
D., was born in Pennsylvania and came to Ohio in pioneer days. His
wife.’s Christian name was Mary, and from such records as still exist,

it may be said that they were worthy, industrious people, who did their

part in lielping to develop the section in Avhich they made their home.
Their son, Benjamin F. Raff, was born in Navarre, Stark County,

April 15, 1837. When he was a boy the family moved to Canton, where
he learned the printer’s trade. In 1858 he made the overland trip to

Denver, Colorado, and there established one of the first newspapers
published in that city, also spending some time in prospecting for gold.

That section was then a wild country, affording plenty of opportunity
for adventure to those who were so disposed, and oftentimes to those

who were not. That Mr. Raff was not afraid of danger is evidenced in

the fact that lie enlisted in a Colorado cavalry regiment and for a time
was engaged in fighting Indians and border ruffians. In 1864 he re-

turned to Canton, Ohio, and was married, going thereafter to Trenton,
New Jersey, where, in company with his two brothers, he engaged in

the milling business, and was so occupied until 1870. Returning in that

year to Canton, he became associated in the milling business here with
his father-in-law, Z. M. Davis, and continued work as a miller until his

death, which took place March 17, 1880.

On December 25, 1865, Benjamin F. Raff married Elizabeth, the

daughter of Z. M. Davis, a prominent citizen of Canton. Her father

was born in Chester County, Pennsylvania, August 2, 1817, and was the

son of Zaccheus Davis, a miller. In early life he was a railroad engineer,

but, having learned the milling business under his father, in 1857 he
engaged in it at a location about seven miles north of Canton, Later
he opei'afed the Saxton mill, south of Canton, for a time. He then built

the old Buckeye mills of Canton, and later the Snowflake mills of this

city. His daughter Elizabeth, who became the wife of Benjamin F.

Raff, was born in Chester County, Pennsylvania and came to Canton
with her parents.

Herbert Davis Raff acquired his litex’ary education in the imhlie

schools of Canton, after which he took a special coui’se in chemistry

at Ihe Case School of Applied Science, at Cleveland, Ohio. In 1894 he
entered Ihe employ of ihe Diamond Portland Cement Company as a

chemist, and was thus occupied until 1899, when ho went to Texas, where
he s])ent two years in building a cement plant at Dallas. Returning to

Ohio, he became supei'intendent of Ihe Ironton cement ]ffant, which
position he held unlil 1907, at which time he retui'iied to the employ of

ihe Diamond Portland Cement Company, as superintendent of their

plant at kliddlebranch. An expert in his calling, he has “made good”
wherever he has been and his services have a high market value.
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Ml’. Raff married Miss Edna Cox, of Canton, Ohio, daughter of the
late Melville B. Cox. Her father, born in Uniontown, Fayette County,
Pennsylvania, October 25, 1845, was the son of Rev. William and Mary
Ann (McNeeley) Cox, the Rev. William Cox being a prominent min-
ister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, who served as presiding elder
of the Canton circuit, residing in Canton for many years. Melville B.
Cox came to Canton in 1868 and became secretary and treasurer of the
E. Ball Company, manufacturers of agricultural machinery, also be-

coming a stockholder in the eoneera. Later he became bookkeeper, then
treasurer, and then secretary of the C. Aultman Company, of Canton.
He died January 22, 1901. On December 8, 1870, he married Ada C.

Haas, the daughter of George B. Haas, of Canton, who was a native of

IMaryland. To Mr. and Mrs. Raff have been liorn two children : Richard
Davis and Catherine E. The family are members of the Lutheran
Church.

John C. Harmony. Known and honored as one of the progressive

and public-spirited citizens of the City of Canton, Mr. Harmony has
been prominent and influential in connection with varied civic activities

and is now the incumbent of the office of county recorder, to which he
was re-elected, for a second term, in November, 1914. He was formerly
one of the able and popular rei:)resentatives of the pedagogic profession

in this county and later became editor of the Canton News-Democrat,
as well as one of the interested principals in its publication. Mr. Har-
mony has at all times stood exponent of loyal and broad-minded citi-

zenship and his status in the community renders most consonant his

recognition in this history of Stark County, which is the place of his

nativity and in which he stands as a scion of one of the county’s oldest

and most honored families.

John Calhoun Harmony Avas born on the homestead farm of the

family, in Marlboro ToAvnship, this county, on the 19th of July, 1859,

and is a son of Jacob and Mary (Snyder) Harmony. Abraham Har-
mony, grandfather of him Avhose name initiates this review, was born
in Pennsjdvania, of sterling Holland Dutch ancestry, and in 1806 he

came from- Berks County, that state, to Stark County, Ohio, where he

became one of the first settlers, the family name having thus been identi-

fied with the history of this county for more than a century. In 1810

Abraham Harmony established his home on a tract of wild land in Marl-

boro Township, Avhere the passing years gave evidence of his industry

and effective labors, in that he developed one of the productive farms

of the county, besides Avhich he was an influential figure in public affairs

of a local order during the pioneer era. He and his wife continued to

reside on the old homestead until their death and their names merit

high place on the roll of tlie worthy and representative pioneers of this

faAmred section of the old Buckeye State.

Jacob Harmony Avas born on the ancestral farmstead in Marlboro

ToAvnship, and there he passed his entire life, a successful representa-

tive of the great basic industry of agriculture, a man of strong men-

tality and resolute purpose, and a citizen to whom was accorded the

fullest measure of popular confidence and esteem. He passed to the life
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eternal in November, 1908, at a venerable age, and upon his career rests

no shadow or blemish. He was one of the world’s productive workers,
leal and loyal in all of the relations of life, and steadfast in his integrity

of purpose. His wife likewise was born in Marlboro Township and she
preceded him to eternal rest by about one year, her death having oc-

curred in 1907. She was a daughter of Jacob Snyder, who was born and
reared in Pennsylvania and who became one of the pioneer settlers of

Stark County.
John C. Harmony passed the days of his boyhood and early youth

on the old homestead farm and the incidental discipline gave. to him
abiding appreciation of the dignity and value of honest toil and en-

deavor. The district schools afforded to him his preliminary educational
advantages and after completing the curriculum of the Marlboro High
School his ambition was quickened with desire for broader education.

This ambition was one of action, as shown by the fact that he entered
Mount Union College, in which excellent institution he took a three

years’ classical course, after which he entered the commercial depart-

ment of the college and was there graduated as a member of the class

of 1878. Mr. Harmony began teaching school when he was but fifteen

years of age, and the passing of years found him enlisted as a successful

and popular exponent of this profession in his native county. In 1887
he became principal of the South Market Street School in Canton, and
of this position he continued the incumbent three years. He then re-

signed, to assume the post of business manager of the Canton News-
Democrat, of which he later became editor, this excellent paper having
been succeeded by the present Canton Evening News. Mr. Harmony
continued his services as managing editor until February, 1913, and
made an admirable record in the newspaper field and in the advocacy,

through his editorial utterances and personal influence, of the princi-

ples and policies of the democratic party, in the local affairs of which
he has been a recognized leader. In February, 1913, Mr. Harmony dis-

posed of his interest in- the newspaper enterprise, having been in the

preceding year made the democratic candidate for the ofifiee of county
recorder, to which he was elected by a ma.iority specially gratifying and
significant, in view of the fact that Stark County normally tallies large

republican majorities and usually pluralities. He assumed his official

duties in February, 1913, and in the election of November, 1914, he was
again chosen the incumbent of this important county office, this second

victory showing the estimate placed upon his administration by the

voters of the county. In 1911 Mr. Harmony became a member of the

board of education of the City of Canton, to which he was re-elected in

1913, for a term of four years. On this board he is chairman of the

committee on teachers and his broad intellectual attainments, practical

experience as a teacher and marked executive ability have made him a

specially valuable factor in directing the affairs of the public-school

system of the Stark County metropolis. For twelve years Mr. Har-
mony served also as a member of the county board of school examiners.

He is progressive in his attitude as a citizen and is ever ready to give

his influence and co-operation in the furtherance of measures projected

for the general good of tlu' community. He is a member of the CantoTi
Vol. Ill— 21
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Cliamber of Comineree, is a director of the Quality Tire & Rubber Com-
pany, of ijartsvillp, this comity, and is afflliated with the Canton organi-
zations of tlie Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Loyal Order
of Moose, the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the Reindeer Fraternity.

Mr. Ilarmcny married Miss Melissa E. Flickinger, of Louisville, this

county, she being a daughter of Peter Phickinger, a well known citizen,

and the two children of this union are Howard and Mary Catherine, the
former being advertising manager of the Canton Evening News. Both
he and his wife are members of the Reformed Church.

Zacciietts M. Davis. At his home in the City of Canton Zaecheus M.
Davis was summoned to eternal rest in May, 1887, after liaving been a
resident of Stark County for nearly forty years. In early life a school
teacher in his native county, he afterwards was long and prominently
identified with the flour-milling industry in Stark County, was a
man of steadfast integrity, of distinctive business ability and of pro-
gressive ideas, so that he wielded much influence in connection with
the civic and industrial advancement of the county and especiaily the
City of Canton, his character and achievements having been such as
to give him inviolable place in the confidence and esteem of all with
whom he came in contact in the varied relations of life.

A scion of a .sterling family that was early founded in the old Key-
stone State of the Union, Mr. Davis claimed that historic commonwealth
as the place of his nativity. He was born in Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania, on the 2d of August, 1817, and thus was nearly seventy years of

age at the time of his death. His father, Zaecheus Davis, likewise was
born and reared in Pennsylvania, where he was long and worthily
identified with the manufacturing of flour, as an expert miller under
the standards then obtaining. He continued to maintain his home in

Chester County until his death and his wife also was a lifelong resident

of the Keystone State.

Zaecheus M. Davis was reared to adult age in his native county, where
he availed himself of the advantages of the common schools of the period

and where he learned the trade of millwright under the effective direc-

tion of his father. In 1843 he became identified with railroad opera-

tions, and for nine years he was in the service, first as fireman and later

as locomotive engineer, of the bid Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad
Company, the line of which is now a part of the Pennsylvania Central

Railroad system.

In 1852 Mr. Davis came to Stark County, Ohio, and established his

residence in Canton. For five years thereafter he was employed as a
locomotive engineer in the service of the Ohio & Pennsylvania Railroad,

the line of which is now the Pittsburgh, Port Wayne & Chicago division of

the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. In 1857 Mr. Davis severed his asso-

ciation with railroad work and engaged in the milling business in Stark

County, where he rented a mill situated seven miles north of Canton.

He made the enterprise successful, and in 1861 he expanded the scope

of his operations by assuming charge of the operation of a mill that

was owned by James A. Saxton and that was located a short distance

south of Canton. He had charge of this mill until 1863, when he became
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assoeiated with the late David Lind in the erection and equipping of

tile old Buckeye mills, in Canton. In 1866 he sold his interest in this

property and business and individually built the Snowflake mills, which
he successfully operated for many years and which he constantly main-
tained at the highest standard, his son Zehulon W. having for several

years been associated with him in the control and operation of the

mills.

iMr. Davis not only gained precedence as one of the representative

business men of Stark County but also manifested loyal and abiding
interest in all that concerned the general welfare of the community.
He was a republican in his political allegiance and while he had no
predilection for public office he gave most effective service during his six

years’ incumbency of the position of member of the Canton Board of

Education.

In June, 1841, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Davis to Miss
Sarah Essick, who likewise was born and reared in Chester County,
Pennsylvania, and who, surviving him by about six years, continued to

reside at Canton until she too was summoned to eternal rest, in July,

1893. They became the parents of five children, namely: Anne E.,

Zebulon W., Annetta, Lillie G., and Cora P. The only son is a representa-

tive business man of Canton and Cleveland.

Edward J. Meyer. Nearly an entire century has elapsed since the
Meyer family was founded in Stark County and none has been more
prominently and worthily identified with the development and progress

of this now opulent section of the Buckeye State, as one generation has
followed another on to the stage of life’s activities. Edward J. Meyer,
as a man of affairs and as a loyal and public-spirited citizen, has well

upheld the prestige of the honored name which he bears and is a scion

of tbe third generation of the family in Stark County. His native

county must ever owe to him a debt of gratitude for his development of

the Meyer’s Lake property into one of the most attractive summer resorts

of Ohio, this property having been an integral part of the estate here
acquired by his grandfather within the first decade after the admission
of Ohio to statehood. He has in manifold other ways shown his un-
bounded civic loyalty and abiding interest in the welfare of his home
city and county, and is one of the best known and most popular citi-

zens of Canton, his strong hold upon the confidence and esteem of the

people of this section having been indicated by his nomination in 1914
for representative in the United States Congress, this honor having been
tendered him as candidate on the democratic ticket.

Mr. Meyer was born on the old family homestead, contiguous to the

present city limits of Canton, on the 8th of April, 1858, and is a son

of the late Joseph and Catharine A. (Meyer) Meyer, whose marriage
was solemnized in 1846, at the home of the bride’s parents, in the City

of Baltimore, Maryland, the young couple having been cousins and
Mrs. Meyer having been a daughter of Godfrey and Catharine (Isers)

Meyer. Joseph Meyer was born in the City of Baltimore in the year
1815 and three years later his parents came to Stark County, where his

father entered claim to a large tract of wild land, the reclamation of
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much of which he effected in the early pioneer days when this section
was little more than an untrammeled wilderness. Here Joseph Meyer
was reared to manhood under the conditions and influences of the pio-

neer epoch and he contributed his quota to the development of the old
homestead farm, even as he did later to the civic and industrial progress
of this now favored section of the state. As a young man he purchased
a tract of land near Canton, and improved this into one of the fine

farms of the county, within whose limits both he and his wife passed
the remainder of their lives, secure in the unqualified esteem of all who
knew them and honored as representative pioneer citizens of the county
at the time of their death.

Edward J. Meyer acquired his early education in the public schools

and the Louisville College, at Louisville, this county. Later he attended
a college at Emmittsburg, Maryland, and finally he rounded out his

education by a course in Duff’s Commercial College, in the City of Pitts-

burgh, Pennsylvania. In 1876 he located on a farm on the Pulton Road,
west of Canton, and three years later he purchased the Meyer’s Lake
property, a part of the estate of his grandfather, in whose honor the
lake was named. He manifested much initiative and executive ability

in reclaiming this now beautiful property, the lake being developed
from what was little more than a stagnant pond into one of the most
picturesque and attractive inland lakes of the Buckeye State. On the

shores of the lake he erected the Lakeview Hotel, provided various

amusement features and gave to Canton and Stark County one of the

most pleasing summer resorts of popular order to be found in Ohio.

Mr. Mayer obtained the extension of the street-car line from Canton
to the lake, and after conducting the resort most successfully for many
years he sold the property to the street-car company, which still con-

tinues in control of the same, the resort being visited each year by
thousands of persons from Stark and surrounding counties.

In 1883 Mr. Meyer purchased his present fine landed estate, which
likewise is an integral portion of the land secured by his paternal grand-

father in the early pioneer days and upon which the best of improve-

ments have been made by him since he assumed the ownership. On this

eligible farmstead Mr. Meyer engaged in the raising and breeding of the

best grade of standard-bred horses and along this line he developed an
enterprise of extensive scope. In 1889 he erected a large training stable

and surrounded this with a covered training track one-tenth of a mile

in length. He thus provided the best of facilities for the handling and
training of his fine horses, many of which gained records and high repu-

tations in connection with the leading turf events of the United States.

Mr. kleyer was the owner of ‘‘Black Cloud,” the fastest Marnbrino

stallion in the world, with a record of 2:17Vi. He also owned ‘‘Bud

Crook,” which gained a pacing record of 2 :15Vt, and was the fastest

I>acing son of direct siring by the famous ‘‘George Wilkes,” as well as

the third fastest entire son of this mightiest of all stallions known in

the turf history of the world. Mr. Meyer was also the owner of

“Vfainba, ” a thoroughbred with a running record of 1 :44i/2, and among
the other celebrated runners owned by him at various times were “Em-
ma Abbott,” “Seymour,” “Whatnot” and many others that gained
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distinction on the turf. He was an enthusiast in this field of enterprise

and viewed with regret the governmental regulations which brought
about the decline of legitimate racing events on the American turf, the

result of restrictions being that the raising of fine track horses became
unprofitable, Mr. Meyer, like many other breeders of prominence, final-

ly retiring altogether from the breeding and handling of race horses,

this action having been taken by him a number of years ago. Since that

time he has devoted his attention largely to the supervision of his various

and valuable properties in his native county. He is the owner of the

Hotel Edwards property, in Canton, and in the same has one of the

finest collections of oil paintings to be found in that city. In association

with his brother George and their two sisters he was instrumental in

giving twenty acres of land in Canton as a site for the great watch
factory of the Dueber-Hampden Company, and he has given many other

evidences of his civic liberality and well directed public spirit.

Mr. Meyer has long been one of the influential figures in the councils

of the democratic party in this section of his native state and was tvfice

the nominee of his party for the office of county commissioner, but was
unable to overcome at the polls the large and normal republican ma-
jority rolled up by Stark County, as was true when he appeared as

candidate for the office of county treasurer. In the election of Novem-
ber, 1914, he was his party’s candidate for representative in Congress.

It is well recognized that, without regard to partisan lines, he is splen-

didly qualified to represent his district in the national legislature and
that he is certain to prove a zealoiis and valuable member of the United
States Congress. In a fraternal w'ay he is affiliated wdth the Canton
lodge of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

On the 21st of December, 1881, was solemnized the marriage of Mr.
Meyer to Miss Helen C. Patton, who was born and reared in Canton,
where her father, the late Thomas Patton, engaged in the mercantile
business in the pioneer days and long held precedence as one of the

leading merchants and influential citizens of the fair little city that is

the judicial center of Stark County.

William Dannemiller. One of Canton’s oldest, most prominent
and successful merchants is William Dannemiller, who for upwards of

half a century has been a business builder in Canton and has effected a
deep impress on his community. He continues the influence and the
enterprise which bis honored father first made conspicuous for good in

Canton, and for many yeai'S bis name has been associated with a whole-
sale grocery business, and the Dannemiller Grocery Company is not
only one of the largest in Stark County, but one of the most successful

ami widely extended in its relations and trade in the State of Ohio.
Throughout his career William Dannemiller has enjoyed the esteem and
confidence of his many associates and friends in Stark County. He has
had varied interests and relations with the city, and has done as much
as probably any other individual for the improvement and betterment
of Canton either commercially or industrially, socially or in religious
or civic matters.

William Dannemiller was born at the old Dannemiller homestead,
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which stood on the site of the present Masonic Temple in Canton, Sep-
tember 14, 1842. His parents were Benedict and Barbara (Scheiber)
Dannemiller. Benedict Dannemiller was born in Alsace, Prance, De-
cember 22, 1813, being the oldest son of Benedict and Magdaline (Bechel)
Dannemiller, natives of the same province. In 1829 Benedict Danne-
miller with his uncle, Philip Bechel, came to the United States, reach-
ing Canton in November of that year. Philip Bechel was a blacksmith,
and yonng Dannemiller had worked in his shop for a year before set-

ting out for the United States. A short time after locating in Canton
the uncle and nephew opened a blacksmith shop at the corner of Plum
(now McKinley Avenue) and Pifth streets. In 1836 Mr. Dannemiller
went for himself and established a shop which became the nucleus for

his growing and successful activities, and for twenty-nine years he was
not only a successful mechanic but a manufacturer of Canton. He and
his brother-in-law Jacob Scheiber invented and manufactured a bar-
share plow, which had a large sale over Northern Ohio and Indiana.
They also manufactured farm wagons. In 1858 Benedict Dannemiller
retired from blacksmithing and plow and wagon manufacturing, and
began the buying and shipping of grain. Ultimately his enterprise in

this field made him one of the chief grain merchants in Stark County.
In June, 1869, Mr. Dannemiller bought a small wholesale grocery house
formerly conducted under the name Thomas Kimball & Brothers. It

was located on Market Street, next door to the .iewelry store of George
Dexible. Mr. Dannemiller had already associated with him his sons

^¥illiara and Augustus, and that was the origin of the firm of B. Dan-
nemiller & Sons. In 1874 the two younger sons, Edward and Julius,

were admitted as partners, and with successive additions and changes
the business has gone on with increasing prosperity to the present time,

and since April 1, 1902, has been incorporated as the Dannemiller
Grocery Company. That is now one of the largest concerns of the kind
in the Middle AVest.

The late Benedict Dannemiller was on old-line whig in his political

affiliations, having cast his first vote for William Henry Harrison in

1840. After the dissolution of the whig party he allied himself with the

democrats, but in 1861 supported Lincoln. He was an active member
of the Catholic Church. On December 21, 1838, Benedict Dannemiller
married Barbara Scheiber. To their marriage were born ten children,

and the oldest and youngest died in infancy, while the other eight are

named: Clara, William, Helena, Augustus, Rosa, Edward, Julius and
Mary. Benedict Dannemiller after a long and successful career which

made him one of the honored citizens of Canton and of Stark County,

passed away April 24, 1897.

William Dannemiller has lived more than three score and ten years

in Canton and vicinity and there are few men who have witnessed

greater changes in a lifetime and at the same time have worked more
effectively to create those changes. His first schooling was in a private

institution taught by Jacob Lang, the school being located on f^lum,

now McKinley Avenue. He afterwards attended public schools, and

during 1859-60 was a student at a business college at Cincinnati. Mr.

Dannemiller began his active business career more than half a century
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ago, being associated with his father in the grain business as a buyer and
shipper. For two and a half years he was in the hardware trade, at

first in Canton and later in Akron, but in 1866 returned to Canton from
Akron and again with his father took up the buying and shipping of

grain. In June, 1869, the father and son acquired the small wholesale

grocery plant of Thomas Kimball & Brothers as already mentioned. In
1873 they moved the business from its original position on Market Street

to a building of their own at the northeast corner of Market and Tus-
carawas streets, and that structure, erected more than seventy-five years
ago, is still standing. In 1880 they erected a new building for their

business on the northeast corner of Market and what is now Second
streets, and remained there until the spring of 1892. The house was
located inconveniently with respect to railway transportation, and find-

ing the expense of cartage to and from the depots a burdensome item,

the company then erected its present warehouse and store, of stone and
brick construction, at the corner of Cherry and Second streets.

For forty years or more the Dannemiller Company has been one of

the chief coffee roasting concerns in Ohio. In 1873 they began in a very
small way to roast coffee, tbe roasting apparatus being in the old Danne-
miller home place. Subsequently they put in roasters at the rear of the

building now occupied by Caldwell & Company, merchants, at the north-

east corner of Second and North Market. On the completion of the new
building the coffee roasters were installed, and that is one of the im-

portant departments of the plant, and the coffees put out by the Danne-
millers are among the most popular with the trade in Ohio and various

states of the Middle West. The Dannemiller Company has its own rail-

way switches, and all goods are delivered directly into the building from
carload lots and the distribution facilities are equally advanced.

t\s a citij;en Mr. Dannemiller has been active and prominent in

Canton affairs for many years. He served on the original Canton Board
of Sewer Commissioners, was its president, and to that board the city

is indebted for its present efficient sewerage system. He was also a
member of Canton’s first Board of Trade, an organization that did mu(;h

to bring industries to the city. He was chairman of the committee
which raised the bonus fund of $100,000 in 1886 in order to secure the

location of the Dueber watch works at Canton. He was a member of

the building committee which bad charge of the building of St. Peter’s

Catholic Church and school. A detailed review of Canton’s progres-

sive movement during the past forty or fifty years would indicate the

active relations of the Dannemiller family with practically every un-

dertaking of any importance during this time.

On May 28, 1868, Mr. Dannemiller married Louise Ilernann, daugh-
ter of Joseph A. Hemann of Cincinnati. Mr. and Mrs. Dannemiller
have lived as man and wife for more than forty-seven years.

WinuAM Elswortit Moulton, D. D. S. More thaTi a quarter of a

century pa.ssed as the only dental practilioner of Canal Fulton has drawn
tbe career of Dr. William Elsworth Moulton wilhin the fold of a large
and emphatic need, giving him an increasing outlet for a wealth of pro-

fessional and general usefulness. His time has not been given
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unreservedly to his profession, however, for in the fashioning of a broad
and liberal citizenship his energies have gone out beyond his immediate
sphere of activity, and have included participation in polities, society

and general local undertakings.
Doctor Moulton was born on the home farm, about 2^2 miles from

Uniontown, in Lake Township, Stark County, Ohio, November 15, 1864,

a son of Charles A. and Harriet (Long) Moulton. His father was born
in 1833, in Portage County, Ohio, a son of Anson Moulton, a native of

Connecticut, who was a pioneer of the Western Reserve. The great-

grandfather of Doctor Moulton was Judge Luther Moulton, who had the
distinction of being the first judge of Portage County, Ohio, where he
rounded out a long and distinguished career as a jurist. Anson Moulton,
after coming to Ohio, engaged in farming, and here the balance of his

career was passed.

Several years before the birth of Doctor Moulton, his father came
into Stark County, but after a comparatively short period returned to

Portage County, where he continued to be engaged in farming until

his death, October 7, 1899. He was known as one of the substantial

and public-spirited men of his community, reliable in his engagements
and honorable in all transactions, and won and held the regard of his

fellow-citizens. He was a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, of which Mrs. Moulton was also an adherent, and was connected
with the local lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He was
twice married, Harriet Long being his second wife. She was born at

Manheim, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, May 16, 1839, and was left

an orphan as a child of seven years. She was a widow when she came
to Stark County to visit relatives, and here met and married Mr. Moul-
ton. They became the parents of one son: William Elsworth of this

review, while to her former marriage there had been one daughter born
to Mrs. IMoulton : Mannie, who is the wife of Dr. Finley B. Richards,

a practicing physician and surgeon of Uniontown, Stark County.
William Elsworth Moulton was brought up amid the agricultural

surroundings of the home farm, and when not engaged in assisting his

father in its operation, was a student at the district schools. He showed
himself an apt, retentive and rather precocious scholar and before he

reached the age of sixteen years he was engaged in teaching school, a

vocation which he followed during four winters. In the meantime,
during the spring terms, he attended Mount Union College, where he

took a commercial course and special studies, and when he left that

institution enrolled as a student at the University of Michigan, where
he was graduated from the dental department in the class of 1886, with

the degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery.

Thus thoroughly equipped. Doctor Moulton began the practice of

his profession at Akron, in partnership with Dr. F. E. Lyon, who had
been his preceptor. In the following spring, Doctor Moulton went to

Uniontown, where he practiced for a short time, and in 1889 came to

Canal Fulton, and here has since continued as the only dental prac-

titioner of the city ever since. He has acquired a large and profitable

clientele, and by keeping himself fully abreast of all current develop-

ments and improved methods in his art, has maintained an excellent
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professional standing, and inspired confidence in his skill throughout
the community. Meanwhile, his amiable disposition and genial deport-

ment have gained him many warm friends.

On February 2, 1903, Doctor Moulton was appointed postmaster at

Canal Fulton, during the Roosevelt administration, and this position he
has continued to hold to the present time. A stanch republican, in 1898
he had been elected a member of the Ohio Legislature, in which body he

was known as a working member, striving earnestly for the best interests

of his constituents and his community. On July 23, 1899, he was
appointed justice of the peace of Canal Fulton, to complete an unex-
pired term, and so acceptably discharged the duties of that office that in

November of the same year he was elected for a full term. He has also

contributed to the educational welfare of the locality, having been, as at

present a member of tbe school board, for a period of sixteen years,

during eight years of which time he has served in the office of president

of that body. Doctor Moulton is also well and favorably known in

fraternal circles, belonging to Elliott Lodge, F. & A. M., in A\’hieh he
has filled all the chairs, including that of master in which he presided
for two terms. With the members of his family, he belongs to the

Presbyterian Church.
Doctor Moulton was married at Uniontown, Ohio, July 3, 1887, to

Bertha E. Smith, of Suffield, Portage County, Ohio, daughter of Orrin
and Jeanette (Cross) Smith, both of Yankee stock. Three children have
been born to Dr. and Mrs. Moulton, namely : Nellie R., who was
educated in the schools of Canal Pulton and is now serving as assistant

postmaster under her father; Maude M., educated in the graded and
high schools of Canal Fulton, and at an Akron commercial college, and
now a clerk in the office of County Clerk Charles Kirk, at Canton

;
and

Corinne A., who is attending the Canal Fulton High School.

-- Jesse W. Teeters. The history of the City of Alliance, particu-
larly its earlier epochs, might he written as incidents in the history of
the Teeters family. The late Elisha Teeters laid out and platted and
for many years was foremost in developing and improving the city.

He passed to his reward at a ripe old age, and among his children Jesse
W. Teeters, Avhose career has been spent mainly as a farmer, is now
living retired in the city which his father practically founded.

Jesse W. Teeters was horn two miles northwest of the present City
of Alliance June 5. 1836, a son of Elisha and Eliza (Webb) Teeters, both
natives of Columbiana County. The grandparents, John and Mary
(Cook) Teeters were married May 29, 1805, probably at Salem, though
practicallv nothing is known of their earlier history. John Teeters’ who
died in 1867 at the age of eighty-six had served with the rank of a
colonel in the War of 1812, was for many years a farmer in Colum-
biana. County, but in 1859 eame to Stark County and lived retired at

Alliance. Elisha was bis oldest son, and others were: Jonathan, who
spent most of his life on a farm near Alliance hut finally removed to

Iowa; Job, who settled on a farm west of Alliance about 1848 and died
there at a good old age, only one of bis descendants being left in this

county, his daughter, Mrs. James Shafer, whose home is three miles
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west of Alliance. John who spent many years as a farmer near Home-
worth, and finally retired and died at Homeworth about 1906, his widow
being now a resident of Stark County. The daughters in this generation,
all of them sisters of Elisha Teeters, were : Margaret, who married
Samuel Scofield and lived in Indiana; Ann, who married Armstrong
Blackburn, died at Salem

;
Mary, who married George Row and died

in Columbiana County
;
Martha, who married David Minser, a farmer

of Stark County, where she died; Susan, who married Richard Lee,
lived in Stark County and died in Alliance; Jane, who married Simeon
Johnson, who was at one time superintendent of waterworks and mayor
at Alliance and filled the office of justice of the peace at the time of his

death, his son Howard Johnson being now a resident of Cleveland.

Elisha and Eliza (Webb) Teeters were married July 16, 1835, and
at once settled on wild land two miles northwest of Alliance, where
their son Jesse W. was born in the following year. Elisha Teeters had
172 acres which he put into cultivation and made a splendid farm, gain-

ing something more than a local reputation as a breeder of sheep. When
a railroad was built through this vicinity about 1851, he bought a farm
and laid out a town. The east border of Alliance was Liberty Street,

the railroad crossed the northeast corner, while Union Avenue was the
west line. Main Street was about the center of his eighty acres. He
held the first public sale on September 15, 1851. The first lot sold was
at the corner of Freedom and Main streets, and brought $35. He
sold it on condition that it must be improved with a building and
a hotel was erected there, and this site has always had a hotel or some
other public house. The lot at the corner of Linden and Main streets,

opposite the Lexington Hotel, was sold for $16, and one of the old land-

marks of the city covering that ground was torn down in 1915.

Ojdy three lots were sold the first day, but in the following year real

estate transfers in the little village became more lively. Mr. Teeters

donated the site for the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the old church
building is now incorporated in the present Scranton Block. He gave

the present site of the Baptist Church at the corner of Freedom and
Market streets. In company with Mr. Weickard Mr. Teeters in 1863

erected a block where the Alliance Bank Building, a six-story structure,

now stands. This building was constructed in 1863 and stood for fifty

years until torn down in 1913. In that old building Mr. Teeters opened

a bank, the first institution of its kind in Alliance, and suhsequefeiily

became a charter director of the First National Bank. The building at

that location has always been used for banking purposes, and the ground

is noAv the most valuable corner in the city. Mr. Teeters was the owner
of the land for a great many years. He was a member of the firm of

Teeters, Lamborn & Company which bought land east and south of the

original plat and gave to Alliance the Teeters-Lamborn Addition of

some 160 acres. This was laid out about 1854 or 1855. This company
donated land to a number of factory enterprises in that section of the

city.

The home of Mr. Teeters during all these years was on his old farm,

but about 1866 he bought another farm northwest of town known as

the Ross place. He remained there some years, and in the early ’80s
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built a house just northwest of the main section of the city, with grounds
of fourteen acres, and died at that home June 15, 1899. He was born

January 11, 1814, and was at the patriarchal age of eighty-five when
death claimed him. His first wife, and the mother of Jesse W., died in

January, 1866. Elisha Teeters married again, Sarah Hester, who sur-

vived him by four years, becoming his wife.

For many years Mr. Teeters did a considerable business for the rail-

road company. He also was in the store and warehouse business during
war times as a mem.ber of the firm of Teeters, Bates & Company. In
public affairs he was a county commissioner two years during- the late

’50s and early ’60s, and though a democrat was not much of a party
man. He belonged to the Christian Church, but his body was laid to

rest in Alliance Cemetery.
All his family of ten children were by his first wife, and all but one

reached mature years. They are mentioned briefly as follows: Jesse
W.

;
Mary Susan, who died at Canton at the age of sixty-two, married

John Skimp, who Avas one of the early railroad agents at Canton
;
Rich-

ard, who died when near sixty years of age, was a banker and later a
grocer; Ellen, who died on the farm; Rachel, Avidow of James Arnmer-
man, a former attorney at Alliance; Frank, who died in Kansas having
gone into the cattle business in that state many years ago, and was
about fifty-eight when he died; Rosa J. (Mrs. C. C. Edson), who is now
living in Kansas City; Charles, a Kansas cattle man; E. Prentiss, of

Cleveland : Laura E., wife of W. K. Fogg, living in Pasadena, California.

Jesse W. Teeters spent practically all his active years on the farm
of his father. He bought the place at the time of his marriage at the

age of thirty. An old house stood there which had been constructed
about 1840, and in the course of his own lifetime he did much to im-

prove and beautify the old home. He was specially active as a stock

grower and for a number of years made a specialty of Shorthorn cattle.

He finally sold his farm in 1902, and has since lived partially retired in

Alliance. Outside of farming, his interests have been comparatively
few. He served on the township board of review and was township
assessor for some 3mars. Like his father he is a democrat. His most
important participation in business was as the executor of his father’s

large estate, and in that capacity he had the management of some of the

property included in the Teeters-Lamborn Addition to the city.

I\Tr. TeetcT's Avas married June 28, 1866, to Addie Brosius, daughter
of Amos and EsHier Brosius. She aa'os born in Columbiana CoAinty but

groAV up in Stark County, the old Brosius home being three and a half

miles south of Mount Union. Her father died at the age of seventy-

three, and her mother at Ihe age of eightv-eight in 1899. Mrs. Teeters

is the only one of four daughters still living. One sister Hannah, Avho

died in 1914, Avas the Avife of Daniel J. PoAvell of Damascus, Ohio, Avhile

the sister Mary died in childhood and Alice V.. avIio died at the age of

tAA'enty-two in 1881, was a teacher in th(> children’s home. Mr. and
Mrs. Teeters had but one daughter, Mary Mabel, aa’Iio died June 26, 1908,

at 1he age of thirty-idne, as the Avife of Lai-a I;. Iiand)orn, of Marion,

Ohio. She left tAVo children, Ijeroy and Mabel Louise. The latter Avas

three years of age at the time of herNmother’s death, and Avas subse-
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queiitly reared in the home of her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. J. W.
Teeters.

Arthur A. Reeves. One of the leading industrial plants of Alliance
is the Reeves Bros. Company. That corporate title has been in existence
more than forty years, and for more than twenty years the concern
has been an important asset of the City of Alliance. About 700 men
are employed in the plant and in the erection of special jobs in Obio
and elsewhere. The product is heavy and light steel plate construction
and general machine shop work. A complete list of the pi-oducts would
include blast furnaces, converters, ladles, riveted pipe, oil refineries

complete, car tanks, storage tanks, creosoting cylinders, cement manu-
facturing machinery, rotary drying machinery, mining machinery, rub-
ber manufacturing machinery, rolling mill machinery and a large line

of special machinery.
Arthur A. Reeves the treasurer of the Reeves Bros. Company was

horn at Niles, Ohio, November 14, 1880. His father is George Reeves,
president of the Reeves Bros. Company. His mother’s maiden name
was McIntosh. His father was born in England and his mother in

Scotland. George Reeves came to America about 1862, first locating at

Connelsville, Ohio, and in 1891 came to Alliance. He founded the pres-

ent business of Reeves Bros. Company in 1871, associated Avith his

brother Jeremiah Reeves. Though still president of the business he
takes little active part in its management. He and his wife are living

practically retired in Alliance. Of their six children five are living:

Miss Elizabeth of Alliance; Albert G. Reeves of Alliance; James A. of

Warren, Ohio; Mrs. Mayme R. Zang of Ravenna, Ohio; and Arthur A.
Arthur A. Reeves received his early education in the high school

at Alliance and attended the University School at Cleveland. As soon

as he left school he entered the factory of his father, and since May,
1901, has been treasurer of the company. He is also active in local

affairs, is a member of the city council, and in polities is a republican.

He is a member of the board of trade, belongs to the Presbyterian Church
and has affiliations with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

On September 21, 1904, Mr. Reeves married Grace Greenwood Ballard

of Alliance. Their four children are George Ballard, Luther Whitcomb.
Prank McIntosh and Annabelle.

Arthur T. Hiules. In the rural community about Mount Union
some of the finest families, those most useful in performing the heavy
pioneer work of the community, and also in extending and strengthen-

ing the moral fiber and the social institiitions, have been people of the

Quaker faith, and of these one of the first to deserve mention is that

of Hilles. Arthur T. Hilles is a representative in a second or third gen-

eration of these families in Stark County.

Though nearly all his life has been spent in Stark County, Mr. Hilles

was born at Noav Albany, Mahoning County, two miles from Salem on

January 12, 1842. His parents were Enos and Mary Ann (Harris)

Hilles. His father was a native of Chester County, Pennsylvania, and
his mother of Adams County of that state. They were married about
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1840. Both the Hilles and Harris families came to Eastern Ohio be-

tween 1830 and 1832 and located where the Fairmont Children’s Home
is now located, about five miles south of Alliance. The Hilles family
homestead was half a mile south of the site of the home. The grand-
parents who thus came to Stark County in those early days were Robert
and Jane (Lee) Hilles, while the maternal grandparents ivere Jacob
and Mary Harris. Ail of them were Quakers, and others of that simple
faith who came about the same time was James Barnaby and Thomas
Rakestraw. These people lived in one community, and soon started a

Society of Friends, the meeting being held on the Rakestraw farm,
where the Children’s Home Cemetery is now located. The old under-
ground railway had a station there, and these Quakers showed their

opposition to the institution of slavery by helping to freedom every run-

away slave who arrived in that haven of refuge. Longevity has been a
characteristic of both the Hilles and Harris families, and nearly all

the older generation lived to be past eighty. There were seven children

in the Hilles and seven in the Harris family in the grandparents’ gen-

eration. The last of them to pass away was Benjamin Harris. Among
the children of the Hilles family were; Isaac, Enos, William, Mary,
wife of Charles Brosius, Ann, wife of Job Lamborn of Salem. Isaac

was a farmer in Stark and Columbiana counties and died when past

eighty. William lived and died in Stark County, and his two daugh-
ters are living at Mount Union, Mary and Nettie. Of the Harris chil-

dren should be mentioned Samuel, who lived in Stark County, and Joel;

Frances, a daughter of Joel Harris, is the wife of Professor Vaughn,
principal of the high school at Alliance. Another daughter married
Dr. L. B. Santee of Marlboro. Another of the family was Heaton W.
Harris, who under appointment from President McKinley served as

consul general to Germany, having read law under David Fording and
practiced at Alliance. Another son of Joel Harris was Curtis L., who
was a student in the office of David Fording and is now an attorney at

Eldorado, Kansas.
Enos Hilles located on the old farm near Mount Union about 1850,

and that place is now occupied by his son Arthur T. There he com-

pleted his work in clearing up the land and cultivating the soil until

ids death. He was interested in public affairs, served as township official,

and was prominent in the meetings of the Friends Society. His death

occurred in 1895 at the age of seventy-eight, his wife having preceded

him four years. Their children were: Arthur T.
;
Jennie, wife of John-

son Grant, of Mount Union
;
Howard, who was admitted to the bar about

18G3; practiced law for some years at Kansas, and is now living retired

at Schenectady, New York; Charles, a farmer at Bourbon, Indiana;

Ella, wife of Dr. B. J. Dowds, present county coroner of Stark County.

Arthur T. Hilles grew up on the farm where he now lives, and farm-

ing has been his regular business since about 1865. He placed his great-

est emphasis on cattle feeding, and at one time had something of a local

reputation in the handling and breeding of Shorthorn cattle, lie still

owns his part of the old homestead, but for the past four years has lived

in cpiiet retirement from the active cares and responsibilities of life,

lie and his family have always been republican and he has given service
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as a township trustee. On February 2, 1862, Mr. Ililles enlisted in
Company K of Ihe Seventy-si.xth Ohio Infantry, and on the expiration
of his terra of service he veteranized and continued with the Union
army until the ti'iumphant conclusion. The first action at which lie

was ])resent was Fort Donelson, followed hy Shiloh; he was with Orant
at Vicksburg, with Sherman on the Atlanta campaign, and in all the
many battles was usually in a position well to the front. He was in
the Fifteenth Corps under McPherson in the march to the sea. For
a time his company served as guard at headquarters. In the grand
review of the Union armies in Washington some weeks after the close
of the war, his regiment led the great pageant down Pennsylvania Ave-
nue. and as color bearer, a position Mr. Hides had held for a year, he
bore the first stand of colors in that great and ever to be remembered
procession.

On September 11, 1867, Mr. Hides married Phebe A. Lilley, of
Washington County, Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Solomon Lilley,

whose life and career are mentioned on other pages. Mrs. Hides died
September 5, 1897, after they had lived together as man and wife thirty
years. The three children are as follows: Prank E. Hides, who now
occu]>ies and operates a part of the old Hides homestead; Lillie, who
married Victor Guiltard and died about 1903

;
and Elizabeth, who live.?

at iiome with her father, graduated from normal school in 1891 and
fi'om Mount Union College in 1895 and for one year w’as engaged in
teaching. She is a member and secretary of the Mount Union College
Woman’s Club, and worships in the Union Avenue Methodist Church.
Mr. Hides is a birthright member of the Society of Friends. He belongs
to the Grand Army post, has kept up his associations with old array
comrades, has visited the great battlefield of Gettysburg, but has never
been over the course followed by his own regiment on its campaigns
through the Southern States.

Norman W. Clark. Among Stark County’s prominent young men
in pulilic life, and an official who has shown himself faithful and effi-

cient in the discharge of his duties, is Norman W. Clark, deputy clerk

of the county courts. Entering upon his career as a lawyer, Mr. Clark
gave up his profession to accept the position which he now occupies, and
for which he has shown himself singularly fitted. Mr. Clark was born
on the home farm in Jefferson County, near Richmond, Ohio, April 25,

1883, and is a son of Andrew J. and Elizabeth J. (Norman) Clark.

Robert Clark, the grandfather of Norman W. Clark, was born at

Killeter, County Tyrone, Ireland, and came to the United States in 1817,

settling at Steubenville. Ohio, where he was married to Catherine Nel-

son, also a native of Killeter. Later they settled on the property which

later became known as the Clark homestead, near Richmond, Ohio, and
there the remaining years of their lives were passed. Andrew J. Clark

was born on the homestead place in Jefferson Countjq and there his

entire life was spent in agricultural pursuits, his death occurring in

1892. He was an industrious and practical farmer and a good and
public-spirited citizen, winning the respect of his fellow men and round-

ing out a life of usefulness and probity. The mother of Norman W.
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Clark was born six miles frorri Steubenville, Jefferson County, Ohio,
in 1852, and died at Alliance, February 11, 1907. She was the daughter
of William Norman, who was a native of Jefferson County, Ohio, and
the son of Henry Norman, a native of Culpeper County, Virginia, wliose

sister, Lucy Norman, became the mother of Hon. Edwin M. Stanton,
who was secretary of war in the cabinet of President Lincoln. Henry Nor-
man was the son of Thomas Norman, the latter the son of Joseph
Norman, who came to America from England on the ship Primrose,
landing at the Colony of Virginia, February 11, 1635, and of which
colony he was one of the earliest settlers.

Norman W. Clark was reared on the farm on which he was born,

and was fourteen years of age when he removed with his motlier to

Alliance, Ohio, where he was graduated from the Alliance High School
in JOUl and again in 1910, and subsequently commenced reading law
in the ofllces of Hart & Koehler, being admitted to the bar in 1910. Mr.
Clark began practice at Alliance and followed Ids professional career

for two years with satisfying success, but relinquished his practice to

give his entire attention to the duties of deputy clerk of the courts of

Stark County, to which important office he was appointed by Clerk Kirk,

August 4, 1913. He is prominent in official and political circles, is an
active republican, and has made himself deservedly popular with the

people of the county. Fraternally he is connected with Conrad Lodge
No. 266, Free and Accepted Masons, and Lone Rock Lodge No. 266,

Knights of Pythias of Alliance. He is a member of the Alliance Board
of Trade, and is a valued member of the Ad. Club.

Mr. Clark married Miss Charlotte Leggett, daughter of William B.

Leggett, of Alliance, and they have one daughter: Mary Louise, who
was born in 1914.

Solomon Phillip Lilley. A fearless, outspoken and useful mem-
ber of his community, Solomon Phillip Lilley lived a life that contained

many interests and activities, and what he did, useful though it was,

veas not more important than the manner of his life and the fulfillment

of his ideals and character.

Solomon Phillip Lilley was born in Washington County, Pennsyl-

vania, November 26, 1826, and died at the old home half a mile west

of Mount Union in Stark County January 24, 1913. His personal recol-

lections covered a period of more than three quarters of a century, and
for more than six decades he lived in Stark County. He was the oldest

son of Ellis and Elizabeth (Phillip) Lilley, who were natives of Chester

County, Pennsylvania, and were Hicksite Quakers in religion. They
spent their lives in Pennsylvania, and at their death were laid to rest

in Westland Cemetery in Washington County. The grandfather

Thomas Lilley settled in Washington County in the pioneer days of

Southwestern Pennsylvania. Besides Solomon P. two of his sisters

came to Stark County, Elizabeth, wife of Dr. R. B. Johnson, formerly

of Alliance but now of Riverside, California, and Phoebe A., who died

in Stark County as the wife of Arthur T. Hilles, her husband occupying

a part of the old Hilles homestead. Ellis Lilley during his lifetime

owned a farm in Stark County, given him by his wife’s father, Solomon



1094 HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY

Phillips, and half of that farm was granted to Solomon P, Lilley, who
came to Stark County in 1853.

Solomon P. Lilley was married September 13, 1853, to Emeline
Heaton of Washington County, Pennsylvania. She was a Presbyterian,
and while he was of the Hieksite Quaker faith, he was not turned out
of church on account of his marriage, and for many years worshiped in
its belief. He attended the Salem Yearly Meeting. Immediately after
the wedding Mr. and Mrs. Lilley removed to Stark County. He brought
with him a thorough experience gained on his father’s farm in Pennsyl-
vania, and had also had charge of a grist mill at Greenfield in Wash-
ington County. After coming to Stark County he soon sold the place
given him by his father and bought the present farm near Mount Union.
Most of the land was still in the woods, one small field being all that
was cleared. At that time it was located three quarters of a mile from
Mount Union on the State Road. There for more than sixty years he
lived, labored industriously in clearing up and improving his land, and
by an additional purchase of twenty acres made a farm aggregating
100 acres. All of this was under cultivation before his death, and as a
farm it had some special distinctions in this agricultural district. He
was for many years noted as a successful sheep breeder. According
to the opinion of many well informed on agricultural matters, his farm
management was not excelled by any exhibited in Stark County during
his time. He well exemplified the principle of blessed is the man who
makes two blades of grass grow where one had grown before, and he
took as much joy in the fact of producing something for the world’s
consumption as for the financial rewards that repaid his efforts. He
took a personal interest, it seemed, in his live stock, and was peculiarly

successful in its management. He kept the best grades of Shorthorn
cattle, and also fed many hogs.

Outside of his farm his interests were largely represented in the

schools of his home district and also in the welfare of Mount Union Col-

lege. In the early days he had aligned himself with the abolitionists,

and many times assisted slaves to escape on their journey from the

South to the North over the underground railway. In his youth he
had been a schoolmate of James G. Blaine in Northwestern Pennsyl-

vania, was an ardent supporter of Mr. Blaine in his political career, and
one time when that eminent statesman passed through Alliance Mr.
Lilley met him at the station and enjoyed a pleasant visit.

Some of the personal characteristics and habits of this sturdy old

citizen, who lived to be an octogenarian, can well be recalled as an

example of what simple living and high thinking will do for a life of

usefulness. He was always temperate, both in eating and drinking, did

not use tea, coffee, tobacco or liquor, though in earlier days he had used

tea and coffee, but gave them up when he felt they were injurious. His

later years were spent in the practice of most abstemious principles,

and he often remarked that he wished he had other habits which he

might abandon. In polities he was never tied to any party, and kept

himself free to act according to the dictates of his own conscience and
judgment. He looked for and usually picked the best man. In matters

of religion and politics and general morality he did not always agree
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with his father, and held and acted upon independent ideas of right

and wrong. For many years he gave every support he could to the

obligation of the prohibition principle. From early life, as a product
of his individual thinking, he felt the justice of extending the right of

suffrage to women, and he reached that concluson largely in following

out the logical thought that if a woman pays taxes she should also have
the privilege of electing the officers who dispose of public moneys.
Though he lived many years and acquired a large amount of property,

he was always on excellent terms with his neighbors, and never had a

lawsuit. Another fact that indicates his independent way of thinking

w’as the favor he showed to cremation of the human body, and advo-

cated that method of disposal when the first crematory was established

in Washington, Pennsylvania, and according to his own wish his body
was cremated at Cleveland. Thus it is apparent that in many ways
he held advanced ground in opinions, and always kept himself in-

formed on current problems of discussion. Though reared in the faith

of the Hicksite Church, he was inclined somewhat to Unitarian views.

In all his relations he practiced the principle of toleration, and was
as ready to accord freedom of belief and conscience to others as he
insisted upon such a right for himself. It is recalled that he was an
ardent advocate of the abolition of corporal punishment in schools,

lie was for seventeen years a school director, and worked continuously

to secure an abandonment of the old methods of corporal punishment
and finally succeeded in getting such a rule passed. It was only natural
that he should extend this principle to a strong opposition against
capital punishment by the state. As a matter of local history some of

his old associates on the local school board near Mount Union should
be named. They were Enos Hilles, John AVatson, John Miller, and
Joel Ilai'ris.

Mr. Lilley was survived by his wife and one daughter, Ida, who is

still living at the old home. There is also a grandson, Walter Lilley,

of Alliance. The son Aimer, died four years before his father. He
had for a number of years been employed as a Government harbor
inspector at Ashtabula, Ohio.

Gkorge Roberts Gyger. Some of the distinctions which are most
important in elevating a man to the confidence of the community be-

long to Colonel Gyger of Alliance. He was a private soldier and officer

in 1he ranks of the Union army during the Civil war. For many years

he performed an important service as city engineer of Alliance, super-

vising many of the important improvements which have most to do
with municipal convenience and comfort. His name has been closely

identified with the Ohio National Guards, and as an officer and at one
time as adjutant general of the state he used his influence to perfect

and build up the organization. He also saw some active service in the

Si)anish-American war.

George Roberts Gyger was born at Radnor, Delaware County, Penn-
sylvania, July 4, 1845, a son of Jacob and Tacy (Roberts) Gyger. Doth
parents gi-ew up and lived in Ihe vicinity of Prvn Mawr near Phila-

delphia and also near Villa Nova College. His father was a carriage
Vol. Ill—22
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maker. George R. Gyger attended the Tremont Seminary at Nor-
ristown, Pennsylvania, until 1861, and then came to join his half-
brother, Herbert Thomas, at Horaeworth, Columbiana County, a vil-

lage then called Winchester. Here he served as bookkeeper in the
Homeworth Agricultural Works both before and after the war. In 1874
Mr. Gyger enlisted in the One Hundred Seventy-ninth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry. Previously he had been refused several times in his appli-
cation for enlistment in Pennsylvania companies. He recruited a com-
pany at Alliance for the One Hundred and Seventy-ninth Regiment, and
went out as second lieutenant, under Capt. J. W. Glasner. His
service during the last year of the war was in the department of Ten-
nessee and he was in the great battle of Nashville in the fall of 1864.

Pie was with his company, and much of the time acting first lieutenant
in the absence of that officer. By general order he was discharged in

June, 1865, and then took a business course in the Quaker City College

at Philadelphia. Returning to Homeworth he took charge of the same
books which he had left on becoming a soldier and continued with
that establishment as bookkeeper and general office manager for twenty
years. In the meantime he had taken up the profession of survey-

ing, and for six years was deputy county surveyor of Columbiana
CouTity.

Colonel Gyger in 1886 removed to Alliance and became city engi-

neer. His first work was in making plaps for the paving of Main
Street east of Arch to Mechanic, and west of Arch and he had the

supervision of the brick paving at a time when very little of that work
was done anywhere. Alliance being among the first Ohio cities to lay

brick upon its streets. When Colonel Gyger accepted the post of city

engineer Alliance had only a few hundred feet of storm sewers, and
some years later he assisted in inaugurating the construction of a

sanitary sewerage system. His 'work as city engineer continued until

1895, and a year or two before leaving that office he began the con-

struction of the first sanitary sewers under plans drawn by L. A.

Chapin of Canton. Colonel Gyger has also for many years carried

on a business and practice as a general surveyor, and has laid out

many new additions about Alliance. In 1906 he was again appointed

to his office as city engineer, and after four years in office he retired

and has since looked after a private practice.

In 1898 Colonel Gyger received a commission from President Mc-
Kinley as captain of the Volunteer Signal Corps. He had charge of

the signal post at Washington, organized the service, and was then

to the field for duty, first at Jacksonville, Florida, Savannah, Georgia,

and finally to Havana, where he commanded the Signal Corps of

the Seventh Army Corps, with three or four companies of fifty-five

men each. He went back to Savannah as ranking captain of the Vol-

unteer Signal Corps and was discharged after thirteen months of

service. This was a very pleasant and congenial service. The com-

mander of the army corps in which he served was General Pitzhugh

Lee.

Under Governor Nash Colonel Gyger was made adjutant-general

of Ohio. For nine years he was colonel of the Eighth Regiment of

I
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Ohio National Guards. In 1874 he became captain of a company in

the Eighth Regiment, in 1877 was elected major, an office he held seven
years, was promoted to lieutenant-colonel July 9, 1885, and to colonel

on March 9, 1888, was again commissioned March 8, 1893, and re-

signed June 16, 1897. As adjutant-general of Ohio he had the responsi-

bilities of looking after the militia organization of the state including
the Eighth Regiment, the Ninth Colored Battalion, two troops of cav-

alry, and two batteries of light artillery, with about 6,000 men en-

rolled. His offices were in the state house at Columbus and as such he
had the custody of the state house and grounds, Vv^ith about forty em-
ployes of his own appointment. He continued as adjutant-general
until 1904, and then retired to Alliance and three years later resumed
his duties as city engineer.

Colonel Gyger has been a stanch republican for many years, has

participated in many political campaigns, and wms a close friend of

Major McKinley during all his career from congressman to President.

Colonel Gyger has been a member of the Masonic fraternity since reach-

ing his majority and took his first degree at Horaewmrth and belongs

to the Chapter and Council, has passed the various chairs of Lodge
and Encampment in the Independent Order of Odd Pellow-s, and is a

member of the Knights of Pythias. In 1868 Colonel Gyger married
Elma E. Lee of Ilomeworth. They have one son, Elliott Lee Gyger,
editor of the Alliance Review.

J. H. Sharer. For more than seventy years the Sharer family has
had a name and position in the community of Alliance. These distinc-

tions are the result of capable good citizenship and its work in business

and the mechanical trades, faithful service of soldiers of the country
and honorable relations wdth many improvements of a civic and social

character.

Tlie founder of the family was Philip Sharer, w'ho was born near
Mannheim, Germany, and wdio landed in New York City August 1, 1837,

after sixty-eight days on the ocean in a sailing vessel. Leaving his

trunk in New York to be held for his board bill, he spent six weeks in

tramping tlirough New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and finally secured

work at the carpenter trade at 371/2 cents a day at Adamsburg, Penn-
sylvania. He remained there four years, and while there wms married.

On October 1, 1841, Philip Sharer and his wife arrived in a one-

horse wagon at the village then known as Freedom, now the thriving

City of Alliance. Here he set up as a cabinetmaker in a small shop,

and for forty years did his w'ork as a furniture and cabinetmaker, final-

ly retii'ing from business in 1882 and passing away in 1889.

J. II. Sharer woas born at the little village of Freedom in Stark

County duly 1, 1842, the oldest of a large family of twelve children.

His school advantages were limited to three months each winter, until

the neces.'-ities of the large household demanded his presence among
productive workers, and in the fall oF 1859 he entered the carpenter

shop of his father. Soon after he passed his twentieth birthday on
August 8, 1862, he enlisted in Company F of the One Hundred and Fif-

teenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and in January following -was de-
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tailed as orderly at Camp Denison. In October, 1863, he rejoined his
regiment in Tennessee, and in May, 1864, was made leader of the regi-
mental band and continued as principal musician until receiving his
honorable discharge July 5, 1865. After this full rendering of his
duties as a patriot and citizen, Mr. Sharer came home and resumed
work with his father, and in 1868 was made a member of the firm. From
1882, the date of his father’s retirement, until 1898, he was sole proprie-
tor of the furniture, cabinet making, and undertaking establishment,
and since the latter year his son Roscoe T. has taken over a large share
of the responsibilities and burdens of the business.

Mr. Sharer became a charter member of the Grand Army of the
Republic in 1866, and has always been active in that organization. For
fifteen years he was on the Stark County Soldiers’ Relief Commission.
He was eight years worshipful master of the Alliance Lodge, Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, and also served as high priest of the Royal
Arch Chapter. In June. 1881, Mr. Sharer was made secretary of the
first State Association of Undertakers, and filled that office eight years
and for two years was president. He was delegate and was chairman
of the national executive committee in 1886, then was chosen secretary

for ten years, and for two years was president. In 1901 he was chair-

man of the committee to secure the enactment of better regulations gov-

erning the embalming profession in Ohio, and as a result of the work of

that committee the present embalmers law was secured in 1902. Mr.
Sharer was made secretary of the board of examiners, and attended to

the details of the examination of 1,500 embalmers in this state.

His own professional career as an undertaker has covered nearly

half a century, and in that time it is said that he has conducted more
than 5,000 funerals. Mr. Sharer has always been identified with
the republican party and is a member of the Presbyterian Church.

In 1868 he married Miss Mary L. Hartzell. The children are:

William P., cashier of the First National Bank of Wellsville, Ohio;

John C., an optician and attorney; Roscoe T.; Mrs. W. H. Morgan; Mrs.

E. E. Brosius; and Grace.

Lindsey Stroup. Since pioneer times the Stroup family have been

prominent in their activities in and about the City of Alliance, where
Lindsey Stroup is now well known as a general lumber dealer and con-

tractor.

His father, George Stroup, whose home is now in Atwater in Portage

County was born in an old log house that stood three miles south of

Alliance on the Columbiana County line June 3, 1833. In that same

humble habitation Lindsey Stroup, his son, was born March 29, 1857.

George Stroup was a son of Conrad Stroup, who cam.e out from Penn-

sylvania and died in Stark County in 1844. His widow survived him
fifty years and was nearly ninety years of age when death came to her.

George was the oldest of their three sons, while Solomon lives at Mount
Union and Simon died in Indiana. The one daughter, Sarah Ann,

married Joseph Patrick, who is still living at Alliance.

George Stroup has had a noteworthy career of successful enterprise.

Eleven years of age at the time of his father’s death, the support of the



HISTORY OF STARK COUNTY 1099

family then devolved upon his young shoulders. He assisted his mother
to keep the children together and make, a living out of the old farm.
When sixteen he set up the machinery for a shingle mill on his farm.
In proof of an old adage that it is an ill wind that blows no good, a
storm passed over the country about that time and tore off the roofs

of a good many houses, and thus created a special demand for shingles,

so that young George Stroup had all the business which his limited mill-

ing facilities could supply. That gave him his start and he increased
his plant from time to time and for many years was the largest producer
of lumber and shingles in the vicinity of Alliance. George Stroup mar-
ried young, but had his first wife only about a year, and after her death
married Elizabeth Wallace, who was born in the same vicinity of a
pioneer family.

George Stroup continued to operate the shingle mill and also cleared

up his farm, working the timber into shingles. Subsequently he set

up a sawmill two miles distant, and during war times operated a tow-
mill in connection with the shingle mill. Through these different enter-

prises he prospered and in spite of the heavy handicap under which he
had started life became recognized as one of the most substantial men
of Stark County. It was about the close of the war that he began lum-
ber milling, but finally sold his mill and bought a coal mine on an
adjoining farm, which he operated some time. He then bought the saw-
mill at Alliance, operated that two years, and next set up a sawmill in

Smith Township, Mahoning County, three miles northeast of Alliance.

In the meantime he had kept his home on the farm containing the coal

mine and gradually worked up the timber in his mills. Nearly all his

market for his product was in Alliance. About 1873 George Stroup
removed to Atwater, and operated a sawmill in connection with his

farming. Atwater and vicinity has been his home ever since. He
built a large residence, lived cn the farm, operated a sawmill some
twenty-five years or thirty years, and finally retired to the Village of

Atwater. For many years he retained his business interests and invest-

ments in Alliance, and was a director of the National Bank, now the

Alliance Bank, for forty years. He was operating a mill at the begin-

ning of Alliance’s growth as a city and his product went into the con-

struction of many of the early homes and business houses of that city.

He has owned as much as 1,200 acres of land, and even now has about

I,000 acres, divided among five or six farms. For nearly half a century

he gave his attention to the mamxfacturing of lumber and shingles, and
is one of the veteran lumbermen of Ohio. He is a director in the Bank
of Atwater, a republican, and a member of the Methodist Church.

George Stroup had four sons and one daughter: Lindsey; Sarah

J.
;
Frank, who died at the age of twenty-five

;
Edgar T., who lives on

the old Atwater farm
;
and N. W., who was a graduate of Mount Union

College and the Drew Theological Seminary, was an ordained minister

of the Methodist Church, had a pastorate in the Windermere Church
at Cleveland, and was district superintendent when he met his death

in 1914 as a result of an accident brought about by the collision of his

automobile with a street car in Cleveland, his age at that time being

about forty years.
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Lindsey Stroup remained at home until reaching his majority and
in the meantime had attended local schools and was graduated from the
commercial department of Mount Union College. At the age of twenty-
one he married Louisa Oyster and then took charge of one of his father’s
farms for two years. While living there his wife died, without children.
He soon afterwards married Sarah J. Bandy, who had grown up near
Alliance. ]\Ir. Stroup while operating a farm also took up the sawmill
business, using a portable mill, which he could locate as best suited his
convenience, and operating until all the available timber wms cut up.
He finally removed to Wellsville, where he had some extensive interests
in lumber milling, but finally bought a farm from his father, and later
traded that for the old homestead where he was born, near Alliance. In
1896 Mr. Stroup removed from the farm to Alliance, and has since sold
the old homestead. For many years he has been in the retail lumber
trade, and at the same time has operated a sawmill. He also operates
a planing mill in connection with a plant at Mount Union. His various
business activities have included contracting, and he has done con-
siderable construction work, in some cases manufacturing all the lum-
ber and looking after the details of construction. Mr. Stroup is a
director of the First National Bank of Alliance, owns two business
blocks in Mount Union, and has several residences in the town.

He has as a matter of policy kept out of polities though he has served
in the city council, is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and is a trustee of the Union Avenue Methodist Church. He
and his wife have three sons, George F., Frank L. and Orval V.

Hiram H. Shaper, M. D. When Doctor Shafer began practice at

Alliance in 1882 he had to establish himself in favor and cultivate

a practice along with twenty-two other members of the medical frater-

nity. These contemporaries of that time have all since performed their

last diagnosis and written their last prescription or have left this field

for other scenes. Doctor Shafer is now the dean of the local medical

profession, and he has not only outlasted his former associates, but for

many years has been one of the most successful doctors in that section

of Stark County.
Hiram H. Shafer was born near Osnaburg in Stark County on No-

vember 26, 1857. His parents were John and Mary (Roose) Shafer,

both natives of Pennsylvania and of German parentage. The birth-

place of Dr. Shafer was a farm which his grandfather Fred Shafer had
occupied in 1837. It was then a part of the wilderness, and his own
efforts and persistent energy continued through many years converted

it into a home and a cultivated farm. John Shafer was the only son,

while his one sister married a Mr. Brown and removed to Loekport, Illi-

nois. John Shafer succeeded to the ownership of the old farm when
still young, and was in his time one of the most successful farmers of

Stark County. He married Mary Roose, who was born eight miles south

of Alliance, a daughter of John Roose, who came in early times to Stark

County. She was one of a family of four sons and two daughters, one

of the sons and both the daughters still living. Mrs. Shafer is still

living, while her sister is a widow, Mrs. Samuel Knoll, and her brother
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George lives near Jefferson, Ohio. John Shafer was not only a farmer
but a stock drover and dealer, and widely known for his associations

in that business. He dealt in sheep and cattle, and kept some fine stock
on his place, one lot of his cows selling at one sale for $4,000. He was
not only a good business man, but a man of usefulness and brotherly
kindness in attending to the wants of the sick and unfortunate in his

community. His death occurred in 1879 at the age of fifty-three, and
his widow is now in her eighty-eighth year. Their children were two
sons and one daughter: Jefferson B., who was a teacher in Stark County
and was accidentally killed at the age of thirty-two; while the daughter
is Priscilla, wife of George Buchman of Canton.

Doctor Shafer spent his childhood and youth on the old farm near
Osnaburg, attended district school, an academy at Canton, was a student
in Garfield’s old college, Hiram College, at that time under President
Hinsdale. He had a teacher’s certificate, but did only a little teach-

ing, since his studies were almost continuous until he was prepared for

his profession. His professional course was taken in the Western Re-
serve College at Cleveland, where he graduated M. D. in 1882. In
the same year he opened his office at Alliance with such competition as

has already been described. It was not altogether an easy matter for a

young medical graduate to make a living at the beginning, but he
was not long in establishing his reputation for skillful service and scon

had all the practice he could well attend to. He soon had most of the

railroad work, but on the whole his practice has been of a general

nature and covering a broad scope of country around Alliance. He has
been particularly popular in obstetrical cases and his record in

attending the birth of more than 1,400 children during the past

thirty years is probably not excelled by that of any other physician in

Stark County. Doctor Shafer has always made his practice an individ-

ual one, and has never had a partner. He is a member of the District

Medical Society, comprising Stark, Mahoning and Columbiana counties.

Outside of his bu.sy practice has been neither time nor inclination for

participation in business or politics, and though a republican he has

not allowed his name to be associated as a candidate for any office.

Doctor Shafer is a member of the Methodist Church, and in August,

1882, married Miss Susie C. Allen, daughter of Rev. Reuben B. Allen,

who for many years was active in the Methodist ministry in Pennsyl-

vania. Mrs. Shafer when a young girl came to Alliance with her uncles

Thomas and John Cassidy, was reared and educated in that city, grad-

uated from the Alliance High School and for several years was a teacher.

Doctor and Mrs. Shafer lost their only son in infancy.

.James T. RiCKAnn. In civic affairs at Alliance James I. Rickard
occupies llic important pos*t of service director, and as a business man
has been identified with the city first as a grocer and now for a number
of years in the real estate and insurance business. He is a native of

Alliance, and his family have been identified with Stark County more
than sixty years.

James I. Rickard was born at Alliance December 11, 1859, a son

of Benjamin B. and Margaret .1. (Hamilton) Rickard. Both parents
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were born in Ohio, his father in Mahoning County. Benjamin B. Rick-
ard was a Mason by trade, but later in life engaged in the flax and tow
manufacturing business, at a time when that was an important industry
in Ohio. He became a resident of Alliance early in the ’50s, and lived
in that city until his death in December, 1898. His wife died in March,
1896. There were seven children: William H., who lives on the old
homestead at Alliance

;
Law'renee I., who was a grocer for many years

in Alliance until his death in 1892; M. Etta, who lives in Stillwater,
Oklahoma; Anna B., wife of Arthur J. Hall of Cleveland; James I.;

George M., engaged in the furniture business at Alliance; Delmar P.,

who is clerk for his brother George.
James I. Rickard acquired his early education in the public schools

of Alliance and when a young man beeam.e identified with the grocery
trade, which he followed for twenty years. After that he embarked in

the real estate and insurance business, having his son Carl A. as partner.
Theirs is now one of the leading firms of its kind in Alliance.

In recent 3^ears Mr. Rickard has taken considerable part in official

affairs. He was elected a justice of the peace in 1911, taking office for

the regular term of four years on January 1, 1912. In January,
1914, he resigned to accept appointment as service director under Mayor
Barnum. This office, in a city the size of Alliance, is one of much re-

sponsibility and numerous routine duties, 'and in addition to these Mr.
Rickard has official supervision over a number of important public

works now' or recently in progress in Alliance, including such construc-

tion enterprises as the Westville storage reservoir, the Arch Street sub-

w'ay Linder the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks, the Fifth Street subway
under the C. P. Railroad, and the erection of the new city hall.

On November 6, 1884, Mr. Rickard married Iva L. Keener of Unity
Towmship, Columbiana County, Ohio. They have two children : Mar-
garet J., wife of John L. Jarman, engaged in the printing business in

Aliiance
;
and Carl A., partner of his father in the insurance and real

estate business.

Mr. Rickard has taken much part in fraternal affairs, has been a
member of the Knights of Pythias for thirty j^ears, and is one of the

oldest and most prominent members in Alliance of tbe Order of the

Maccabees. He has helped organize several lodges in this part of Ohio,

including the one at Alliance which in his honor is named Rickard Tent
No. 109. He has passed through the various chairs in the Maccabees,

has held several state offices in that order. During his career as a

grocery merchant Mr. Rickard was one of the first directors and an
organizer of the Ohio State Grocers’ Association and continued a direc-

tor until retiring from business. Politically he is a democrat, but has

liberal views on questions of national policy. In the Methodist Church
at Alliance he is one of the trustees and a member of the official board.

While Mr. Rickard has had in the main a prosperous career, it has

been marked with some vicissitudes which would have discouraged many
men of less stalwart resolution. He began life without assistance from

family or friends, and his own efforts have been responsible for his suc-

cess. He began merchandising with an extremely limited capital, but

by close attention to business, by strict economy, and by a rigid observ-
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anee of his credit standing, developed a flourishing business. One year
after he started he suffered a severe setback, his store adjoining the old

Alliance Opera House, collapsed and a portion of the building fell upon
the store and destroyed it ruining most of its contents. Some years later

after his prosperity was thoroughly established Mr. Rickard suffered the

loss of his residence by fire.

Alvin J. Gibbs. The work of the Gibbs family as inventors and
manufacturers has been previously described, and in this connection a

few paragraphs should be devoted to the present treasurer of the Gibbs
Manufacturing Company, Alvin J. Gibbs.

Aivin J. Gibbs was born at Canton January 28, 1868, son of the

late Lewis Gibbs and grandson of Joshua Gibbs, founder of the family

in Stark County. His education came from the public schools, but at

the age of fifteen he began the practical work of a career which has kept
him busy now for more than thirty years. He was one of the organ-

izers of the Gibbs Lawn Rake Company which was later reorganized as

The Gibbs Manufacturing Company. He was for a time secretary and
treasurer, and for a number of years has been its treasurer.

Mr. Gibbs is also vice president of The Hygienic Products Company
and a director of the Dime Savings Bank of Canton, besides holding

stock in various enterprises of that city. He is a working member of the

Canton Chamber of Commerce, and his church is the Presbyterian.

Alvin J. Gibbs married Eva A. Wenrich, daughter of Dr. R. D. AVenrieh,

who is proprietor of the Grand View Sanatorium at Wernersville, Penn-
sylvania. To their marriage have been born two sons : Ralph A. and
Arthur E.

George Walter Williams. Of the younger members of the Mas-
sillon bar none has shown greater capacity, diligence and promise than

George Walter Williams, who is still in his twenties, but in the past four

years has won some substantial successes at the bar and is one of the

most popular members of the younger professional and business men of

the city.

His birth occurred in Massillon January 26, 1888. His parents are

John H. and Mary A. (Healey) Williams. The AA'illiams family has

long been identified with Columbiana County, Ohio, where the father

was born at Lisbon in 1862, son of John H. Williams, Sr. John H.
Williams is a highly respected resident of Massillon, where for over

thirty years he has been identified with Russell & Company, and is now
foreman of that large concern. He has also taken much paid in civic

and political affairs of his city and county, and at different times has

been honored by the republican party. His wife was born in England,

daughter of Joseph Healey, who brought his family to America when
Mrs. Williams was only three years of age. The Healeys first located

at Scranton, Pennsylvania, and from there came to Massillon. Joseph

Healey was a coal miner by trade in his early life, but on coming to

Massiilon entered the shops of the Russell & Comp^lny and was with

that concern for more than twenty years until his death in 1905.

George Walter Williams has made much of his opportunities in
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life, and has shown much capacity for getting what his ambition de-

sired in the absence of immediate means. He attended the Massillon
city schools, and in 1906 entered college where he pursued a literary

course and later entered the law department. Admitted to the bar in

December, 1911, he at once began practice of law at Massillon, and has
already won a solid place among the members of the Stark County bar.

He belongs to the Stark County Bar Association, the Massillon Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Masonic Order and the Junior Order of United
American Mechanics. In 1915 he was elected to the office of city solicitor

of Massillon.

Rufus J. Kunkel. The incumbent of the important position of

director of public safcdy of the City of Canton, Mr. Kunkel is one of

the efficient and popular officials of the metropolis aud judicial center

of Stark County.
Rufus Jay Kunkel claims the old Keystone State as the place of

his nativity and is a scion of a family, of German lineage, that was
founded in that commonwealth many generations ago. He was born
at Irwin, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, on the 21st of Novem-
ber, 1882, and is a son of Jacob Rufus and Anna May (Bierkstaff)

Kunkel, both representatives of old and honored Pennsylvania families.

Zachariah Kunkel, grandfather of Rufus J., passed his entire life in

Westmoreland County, where he was a substantial farmer, as was his

father before him. The maternal grandfather, John Bierkstaff, was
born in Western Pennsylvania and represented that state as one of

the valiant soldiers of the Union in the Civil war, in which he sacrificed

his life, as he was killed at the battle of Gettysburg. Jacob Rufus
Kunkel was born at Irwin. Pennsylvania, and there his death occurred

in 1884. when his son Rufus J.. of this review, was but two years of

age. His widow was born at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, where she now
maintains her home during the summer months, the City of Pittsburgh

being her place of residence during the winter seasons.

To the public schools of his native state Rufus J. Kunkel is indebted

for his early educational discipline, and his final school work in Penn-
sylvania was at Homestead. Thereafter he attended school in Ger-

many for one year. At Homestead, Pennsylvania, Mr. Kunkel initiated

his independent career in the capacity of messenger boy in the employ
of the Carnegie Steel Company, with which he continued to be identified

eight years and with which he won advancement ultimately to the posi-

tion of steel inspector. In 1906 he entered the employ of the United

Steel Company, as chief shipper at its plant in Canton, Ohio. Of this

position he continued the incumbent until 1911, when he was promoted

to the office of superintendent of the finishing and shipping department.

This position he resigned in 1914, wffien he received appointment to

his present municipal office, in which his administration is fully justify-

ing the preferment thus accorded to him.

Mr. Kunkel has taken for several years past a lively interest in

public affairs and he is one of the zealous and influential representatives

of the progressive party at Canton. He was an active worker in behalf

of the party cause during the national campaign of 1912 and in the
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municipal campaign of Canton in 1913, when he was a staunch sup-
porter of Mayor Stalhurg, by whom he was thereafter appointed to
his present office, that of director of public safety. He assumed the
duties of this position on the 1st of January, 1914, and has been zealous
and indefatigable in his work since he entered upon his administration.
Mr. Kunkel is a member of McKinley Lodge, No. 431, Free & Accepted
Masons; Canton Chapter, No. 84, Royal Arch Masons; Canton Council,
No. 35, Royal & Select Masters; Canton Commandery, No. 38, Knights
Templars, and in the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of this time-hon-
ored fraternity he has received the thirty-second degree, in Ohio Con-
sistory, besides being also affiliated with A1 Koran Temple of the Ancient
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, in the City of
Cleveland.

In November, 1905, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Kunkel to
Miss Gretta S. W. Wadsworth, daughter of James and Nanna Wads-
worth, of Washington, Pennsylvania, and their pleasant home in Canton
is at 1260 Pulton Road.

Howard B. Hazzard. The kind of public spirit which constantly
plans for the community welfare and is prodigal of personal time,

energy and means in getting plans carried out, has been the chief

characteristic of Howard B. Hazzard ’s citizenship at Alliance. His
has been the efficient cause in developing the residence area of Alliance

during the past two years, not in the haphazard manner of local im-
provement, hut according to a definite plan and the highest standards
of convenience, utility and beauty. He has been properly given credit

for introducing the boulevard type of residence streets in Alliance.

In his position as a real estate developer he is not only able to influence

others to his way of thinking, but is in a position to practice what he
preaches and civic improvement is more than a hobby to him. Mr. Haz-
zard is a successful young business man, and the successful management
of his individual enterprise has been accompanied by a constant readi-

ness to leave his own interests and work heart and soul for something
he thought Alliance ought to have.

Howard B. Hazzard was born in Deerfield, Portage County, Ohio,

about nine miles north of Alliance, December 26, 1873. Plis grand-

parents on each side were pioneers of Portage County, coming from
Eastern Pennsylvania about a century ago. His father was Rev. Janies

N. Hazzard, and his mother Phebe Day. She was a daughter of Zebu-

Ion Day, one of the numerous members of the Day family in Portage

County. Justice William R. Day of the United States Supreme bench
being of the same stock. Rev. James N. Hazzard was a well known min-

ister of the United Brethren Church, and his duties as a circuit rider

took him over a wide range of Northeastern Ohio. When his church

divided over the (juestion of secret societies he was of the more radical

wing and withdrew from the conference and thenceforth devoted his

time to the operation of a farm. The last years of his long and useful

life wore spent in Alliance, where he died in 1908 at the age of seventy-

eieht, being survived about three years by his widow. He .vas a Union
soldier during the war, having veteranized at the close of his first term
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of enlistment, and the end of the war found him with his command in
Texas, called thither by the Maximilian disturbance in Mexico.

Up to the age of sixteen Howard B. Hazzard attended the local
schools, including the high school at Deerfield. He afterwards took
a full course in Hiram College, the splendid institution of which Presi-
dent Garfield was at one time the head, and was graduated in the class
of 1900. For two years he was identified with various lines of endeavor,
including the management of the Portage & Marietta Oil Company, and
with considerable success directed the development of oil properties
in Washington County. He then took a post-graduate course in law
and political economy in the Columbia University at New York City,
and the following five years gave him an extended experience as a min-
ing company promoter and as a commercial salesman. For two years he
sold the output of a widely known manufacturing company of soda
fountains over the State of Iowa. A successful salesman, he determined
to turn his ability to better account, and in 1907 organized the real

estate branch of the Galbreath-Heacock Agency at Alliance.

From that time dates the present system of extending the residence
district of Alliance by desirable allotments, with proper building re-

strictions and with construction of an admirable boulevard system. Mr.
Hazzard laid out the Garwood Lawn allotment of fifty-two lots, which in

1908 were readily sold, and Avhich now comprises one of the best resi-

dent districts in the city. Union Heights allotment followed, and as

secretary and general manager of the Antrim Land Company Mr. Ilaz-

zard developed a fine tract adjacent to Mount Union. With this im-

provement began the development of the boulevards already mentioned.
A full mile of standard boulevard thoroughfare was opened in connec-

tion with the tract, all of the lots in which have since been sold. This
tract is accessible by both the city car lines and the interurban, and
is rapidly being improved with a high class of residence buildings. The
boulevard has since been extended to the north until Main Street was
reached, aggregating a total distance of over 2% miles. The ideas

introduced through these allotments have since been adopted by other

desirable residence sections of Alliance, so as to more than double the

residence area in and contiguous to the city within the past seven years.

Mr. Hazzard was the founder of the Lorentz Land Company, has

been secretary and general' manager of the Union Heights Land Com-
pany, and is president of the H. B. Hazzard Real Estate and Investment

Company, Avhieh buys and improves all classes of city property, and in

many ways has shown its complete confidence in the future values of

Alliance real estate. AVhile Mr. Hazzard is the embodiment of en-

thusiasm himself, he has also the faculty of infecting others with his

ideals and has helped to bring about a new spirit in this community, so

that no citizen will claim anything less than that Alliance is the best

city in Ohio. While Mr. Hazzard thinks, talks, argues real estate in

his wmking hours, his dreams are also largely colored by the wmrk of his

practical hours. It is this kind of leadership that makes cities great,

in spite of adverse conditions or the lethargy of its people. In this

ease, however, splendid natural resources and advantages stand behind

all of Mr. Hazzard ’s assertions, so that both the reality and the prospects
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emphasize the claim of Alliance’s most enthusiastic citizens. Mr. Haz-
zard is a leader, others follow. He was the first to open offices in the
splendid new Alliance Bank Building, for which he is the agent, and it

is a modest assertion that the erection of this splendid office structure
was somewhat deferred to his judgment, and he took the ground that
the best is none too good for Alliance.

George Albert Marks. Among the progressive business men of

Stark County, one whose interests are important and varied is George
Albert Marks, president of the Canton Peed Milling Company, presi-

dent of the Marks-Doll Company, of Canton, and vice president of the

Stark Brick Company, of Osnahurg, with an office in Canton, and the

owner of a handsome property one-half mile north of Pairhope, known ^
as Superior Parm. Mr. Marks was born in Brown Township, Carroll

County, Ohio, Pebruary 11, 1865, his parents being Samuel and Eliza-

beth fZurahlen) Marks.
Samuel Marks was born on the family homestead farm in Osnahurg

Township, Stark County, Ohio, son of Jacob Marks, who was a native

of Pennsylvania, born in 1792. Jacob Marks came to Stark County in

1807, as a lad of fifteen years, and secured a position as a millwright in

Osnahurg Township. Subsequently he was married, following which
he went to Nimishillen Township, in which locality he was a pioneer set-

tler on his unimproved farm, there being practically no woods cut out

between his primitive home and that of his nearest neighbor, five miles

away. Mr. Marks moved from Nimishillen Township to Osnahurg Town-
ship, and there passed the remaining years of his life in agricultural

pursuits, dying in 1879, at the age of eighty-seven years. His wife,

Elizabeth Card, who was born in Ohio in 1792, died in 1877. This was
a remarkable family in some ways, the grandparents having never taken

medicine of any kind throughout their lives, and never having been
compelled to call the services of a doctor.

Samuel Marks was horn in 1835, and grew to manhood in Stark

County, receiving his education in the district schools. When he was
ready to establish a home of his own, he was married to Elizabeth Zurah-
len, who was born in Switzerland, and came to the United States as a

child of seven years, with her parents, Christian Zurahlen and wife.

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Marks settled in Brown Township,
Carroll County, where the father was engaged in farming for eight

years, but in 1867 returned to Stark County, Mr. Marks buying a farm
on which he was engaged in operations until his retirement in 1895.

In that year he removed to the Village of Osnahurg, where he died in

the fall of 1900, Mrs. Marks surviving until 1908, when she passed away
at the age of seventy years. They were devout members of the Reformed
Church, were hard-working, honest and indu.strious people, and had
the entire confidence and c.stecm of the people of the community in

which they resided for so long.

Prom the time he was two years of age, George Albert Marks was
reared on the farm in Osnabui'g 'rownship. He began woi'k on the farm
at a very eai'ly age, and when In^ was oidy eight years old was able to

do his share of the plowing, lie remained on tlie home fann until I’each-
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ing the age of twenty-six years, when he was married and moved to his
own farm of thirty-one acres, adjoining the home property, which he
had bought and improved before his marriage. Mr. Marks resided on
that farm for eight years, and then purchased 128 acres in Nimishillen
Township, in 1900, this being a part of his present farm. In 1907 he
bought fifty-two acres adjoining that farm, which he added thereto, now
having 180 acres of fine farming land in Stark County, in addition to
two other properties which he purchased. On the home farm, Mr. Marks
has two fine sets of buildings and improvements of the most modern
character. He has carried on extensive general farming operations,

but has also met with much success as a dealer in livestock, and in Feb-
ruary, 1914, began buying registered Percheron horses, registered

road horses and registered Guernsey cattle, registered Berkshire hogs
and registered piire-bred Rhode Island chickens, in all of which he is

having much success.

In the spring of 1909 Mr. Marks was one of the incorporators of the

Stark Brick Company, of which he is now a director and vice president;

in August, 1910, he became a director in the Canton Feed and Milling

Company, of which he is now vice president; in the fall of 1913 he was
one of the organizers of the Marks-Doll Company, dealers in approved
preferred stocks, bonds, mortgages and other securities, and he is now
president and a director of that company. Mr. Marks also owns a lot in

Canton, from 711 to 715 Tuscarawas Street, East, 203 feet deep, on
which are located three store rooms, four dwelling houses, one bakery
and two barns. He is now organizing a stock company to build a garage

on the above property, which will be a building 60x203 feet. Mr. Marks
is an active member of Nimishillen Grange. He is connected witli Trinity

Reformed Church, Canton, to which his family belongs. He has vari-

ous interests in business and social life, and has frequently been called

to serve in important positions of trust and responsibility, at this time

being treasurer of the Home Insurance Company of Nimishillen and
Osnaburg townships. Politically, he is a republican.

Mr. Marks was married to Miss Ruhama Yoder, who was born in

Nimishillen Township, daughter of Peter Yoder, and they have four chil-

dren: Celia E., born in 1900; Olga M., born in 1903; Cletus W., born

in 1906
;
and Quentin, born in 1910.

Presley S. Campbell. Though he claims the old Keystone State

as the place of his nativity Mr. Campbell is a representative of families

that were early founded in Ohio and he himself has passed the major

part of his life thus far in Stark County, where he has made good use

of opportunities presented and has achieved distinctive success and
precedence as a contractor for street paving and sewer construction, of

which line of enterprise he is one of the most prominent and successful

exponents in the City of Canton,—a steadfast, reliable and progressive

business man who has secure place in the confidence and esteem of the

community.
Presley S. Campbell was bom at Parkens Landing, Armstrong

County, Pennsylvania, on the 19th of December, 1871, and is a son of

Noble T. and Gertrude F. (Combs) Campbell. His father was born
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and reared in Ohio and at the time of the oil boom in Pennsylvania he
went to the oil fields of that state and became a successful operator, but
through having become security for a supposed friend and having to

meet the heavy obligation he encountered financial disaster and became
a poor man. He returned to Ohio and established his residence at

Alliance, Stark County, but later he returned to Pennsylvania in search

of the man through whom he had been defrauded, and while absent he
contracted typhoid fever, from the effects of which he died before he
could return to his home and family. His widow remained at Alliance
until 1883, when she removed with her children to Canton, where she

passed the remainder of her life and where she died in the home of her
son Presley, of this review, who accorded to her the utmost filial devotion.

Presley S. Campbell acquired his early education in the public schools

of Alliance and was about twelve years old at the time of the family
removal to Canton. Plere he continued to attend school until he had
attained to the age of fifteen years, when he entered upon an apprentice-

ship to the trade of engraving, in the establishment of the Dueber Watch
Company. Upon the completion of his apprenticeship in this factory,

three years later, he abandoned entirely the work of the trade for which
he had prepared himself, his ambition being for an occupation that

would afford him more freedom for individual action and achievement.

As a means to an end, he entered the employ of the proprietor of a livery

establishment in Canton, and later he engaged in the same line of enter-

prise on his own account. He purchased the old Shertzer livery barn,

on former Seventh Street, and by energy, good management and effect-

ive service he developed a prosperous business. After six years had
passed he sold his barn and equipment and effected the organization of

the Campbell Livery Company, which erected the large livery barn on
the corner of Walnut and Fourth streets, and after having retained the

active management of the livery business six months he sold his stock

in the company and turned his attention to the contracting business, in

which he has since continued with distinctive success. ]\Ir. Campbell
has constructed in Canton more street paving and sewer work than any
other one contractor, and some of the best streets in the city show evi-

dence of his ability and effective work in his chosen vocation. He con-

structed the third section of the Liberty Street seven-foot trunk sewer

and has held other large and important contracts, the terms of which
have been tilled with the utmost fidelity and efficiency in every instance,

so that his reputation as a contractor constitutes his best business asset.

His contracting business has now reached extensive proportions and
he has done a large amoinit of important contract work throughout
various sections of Ohio, the while his financial success has duly I’ewarded

his well ordered enterprise. He is financially interested in a number of

Canton business enterprises, atnong them being those of the F. A. Downs
Construction Company, the Canton Material Company, and the Reo
Motor Sales Company, besides which he is a stockholder in the IMassil-

lon Rolling Mills, at Massillon, this county. Mr. Campbell has made
judicious investments in local real estate and is the owner of an appre-

ciable amount of improved city pro])crly in Canton, where also he con-

tinues to give attention to the erection of houses to be placed on sale.
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He is one of the vigorous and public-spirited business men of the city

that has been his home from boyhood and is an active member of the
Canton Chamber of Commerce.

December 14, 1902, recorded the marriage of Mr. Campbell to Miss
Virgie M. Raft', who was born at Beach City, this county, a daughter
of William Raff, a prosperous and honored merchant of that place and
a representative of the old and well known Raft family whose name
has long been identified with the annals of Stark County. The maiden
name of the mother of Mrs. Campbell was Rebecca Cotton and she is

a native of Dundee, Tuscarawas County. Mr. and Mrs. Campbell have
three children, whose names and respective dates of birth are here
entered: Lillian Stuart, May 22, 1904; Gertrude Farnsworth, February
13, 1907

;
and Presley S., Jr., November 3, 1910.

William Stallcup. The residence in Alliance of William Stallcup
antedates the corporate existence of the city, he having taken up his

abode and commenced business at this place in 1867. From that time
until his retirement, in 1904, he was engaged in business in the same
location and identified with the commercial interests of the city, with
whose growth he has been intimately connected and with whose pros-

perity he has prospered. He survives to witness the little village where
he first stocked a little store become one of the important centers of com-
mercial activity of the northeastern part of the state.

Mr. Stallcup was born at North Georgetown, Columbiana County,
Ohio, January 1, 1839, and is a son of Moses D. and Mary D. (Cham-
berlain) Stallcup, the latter a daughter of Isaac Chamberlain, an early

settler of Columbiana County. The family came to Ohio from Wil-

mington, Delaware, where in former generations the name had been

spelled as Steelhead and Stahlcup. Moses D. Stallcup was but a child

when his father was killed in an accident in a water mill in Columbiana
County, and the lad was bound out to a Quaker family named Jeems,

with whom he learned tanning. He subsequently inherited some money,
with which he built a tannery at Georgetown, but his health failed him
and he turned his attention to the study of law. About the year 1842

he brought his family to Freedom, the nucleus for the present City of

Alliance, but here he found an epidemic of ague, and accordingly

moved two miles south to the Town of Mount Union, which, being

located on the state road and therefore on the line of the big teams

going west, was of much more importance than Freedom, and was a

larger town than it is itself todav. There Mr. Stallcup engaged in the

practice of law, and for some vears was the only attorney of the town,

but later White Johnson began his practice there. About the year 1857

Mr. Stallcup removed to New Lisbon, where he remained until the time

of the Civil war, when he came to Alliance, and here, in 1868, retired.

He died in 1886, at the age of seventy-seven years, while Mrs. Stadcup

passed away a few months later, being seventy-five years of age. Both
were consistent and active members of the Church of the Discinles.

Mr. Stallcup was an ardent democrat, was always able to air his views

and defend them, and was capable in upholding his end of an arjiuraent.

There were four sons in the family: Isaac H., who died in Kansas;
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William, of this review; John, who heeame an attorney of Tacoma,
Washington; and Benjamin Franklin, who died soon after serving three
years as a Union soldier during the Civil war. John Stalleup was
engaged in practice at Alliance from 1876 for about eight or nine years,

when he went to the West and became a prominent attorney and poli-

tician. He was a delegate to various conventions, rose rapidly in his

profession, and under the administration of President Cleveland served
five years on the United States District bench in Colorado. Subse-
quently he served as judge of the Superior Court of Tacoma, Washing-
ton. His successors are his son and his daughter, who practice at that
city under the firm style of Stalleup & Stallcui^.

William Stalleup was given his education in the public schools of

his native locality, and began his career at the age of seventeen years
as a clerk in a general store at New Lisbon. In 1865 he began business
in a general store at Franklin Square, Columbiana County, but in the

spring of 1867 came to Alliance, and here remained in business in the

same location. No. 522 East Main Street, until his retirement. From
the outset, it was Mr. Stalleup ’s policy to keep himself free from debt,

and thus it was that he managed to pass safely through the great panic
of 1873 when the Sherman law went into effect. With the exception

of his store, one hardware store, one fur store, and possibly a grocery,

every business house in Alliance failed, including both banks and all

the manufacturing houses. During this desperate time Mr. Stalleup

worked day and night and brought every ounce of his business talent

into play, and finally managed to weather the storm. During one year’s

time he was chosen by the sheriff for 150 appraisals, for which he

received fifty cents each, and some farms sold for less than the cost of

the buildings. Mr. Stalleup did not believe in investment in a promis-

cuous manner, but put some of his money into Main Street property
and in lake boats, and both of these ventures turned out satisfactorily.

He disposed of his mercantile interests in 1904, since which time he has

been living in retirement. He is a stockholder of the First National

Bank.
In politics a democrat, Mr. Stalleup has served eleven years as a

member of the hoard of education and is at present chairman of the

sinking fund of the hoard. He is a Royal Arch Mason, and during his

younger years was fond of driving a good liorse, but now finds his chief

pleasure in the surroundings of his comfortable and attractive home.
Mr. Stalleup was married in 1867 to Miss Alice Shelton, who died

one year later leaving one daughter: M. Hattie, who lives with her

father and is interested in the work of the Disciples Chin*eh and the

Mount Union Women’s Club. Mr. Stalleup ’s second marriage was to

the sister of his first wife, Sarah Shelton, who died without issue five

years later. In 1891 Mr. Stalleup was married to Mary E. Laughlin,

whose youngest brother is Prof. J. Lawrence Laughlin, of the Cliicago

University. One son has been horn to Mr. and Mrs. Stalleup : I. Dillon,

a graduate of Case University, who is now the proprietor of a garage at

Alliance.

Mrs. Stalleup was horn at Deerfield. Portage County, Ohio, eight

miles from Alliance, and is a daughter of Harvey and Minerva Laughlin,
Vol. Ill—23
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natives of Deerfield, the latter of a Connecticut family and the former
a son of James Laughlin, who came to Portage County, Ohio, from
Eastern Pennsylvania in 1801 and built a mill and dam at Deerfield.

With the exception of Mrs. Stallcup all the members of the family still

reside in Portage County, where the old mill and property have been in

the family name for 106 years. Professor Laughlin, who grew up at

Alliance, has attained a great reputation as a lecturer and teacher in

political economy, and many honors have been conferred upon him.

As a young woman Mrs. Stallcup displayed much musical talent, and
was given excellent educational advantages in this way, receiving a

diploma from the Boston Normal Music School and a life certificate as

a teacher of music, being engaged in that vocation until her marriage.

She was reared in the faith of the Church of the Disciples, and in its

work has been exceedingly active of recent years.

John H. Lehman was Imrn in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, on the 17th

of May, 1846, and is a son of Abraham E. and Mary (Hackman) Leh-

man, both natives of Lancaster County, that state.

Abraham E. Lehman was born on the homestead farm' near Manheim,
Lancaster County, in 1806, and was a resident of Canton, Ohio, at the

rime of his death, in 1893, at the age of eighty-eight years. His wife was

born on her father’s farm near Brickerville, Lancaster County, in 1824,

and died in Octolrer, 1903, when in her eighty-first year. She was a

daughter of John Hackman, who was born and reared in Lancaster

County, Pennsylvania, and who became one of the pioneer settlers of

Tuscarawas Township, Stark County, and there both he and his wife

passed the remainder of their lives.

Abraham E. Lehman was a miller by trade and for a number of years

operated what was known as the City mill in Lancaster. Among his

patrons daring that period were such historic national characters as

Thaddeus Stevens and James Buchanan. His last place of business in

Pennsylvania was at the Ilostetter mill near Manheim', Lancaster Coun-

ty. Ill 1859 Mr. Ijehman came with his family to Ohio and after re-

maining a short time in 'Wayne County, he came, within the same year,

to Stark County, where he rented the Trump mill, near Canton, to the

operation of which he continued to devote his attention for a number

of years. The last mill that was operated by him was the Ruthrauff

mill, which stood on the site of the present Northern Ohio Traction Com-

pany car barns, four miles north of Canton.

John H. Lehman acquired his rudimentary education in the schools

of his native county and was about thirteen years of age at the time

of the family removal from Pennsylvania to Ohio. While living with

his parents at the Trump mill he attended the Canton High School,

which at that early date had a four-year course of study. He then took

up the work of teaching and while thus engaged he continued to pursue

academic studies.

His first work as teacher was in district No. 1, Canton Township,-

where he taught two years. Thereafter he served three years as teacher

of what is now known as the Mou)it Vernon School on Cleveland Ave-

nue, N. W. extension. AVhile teaching there he was elected principal
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of the North Cherry Street School in this city. He occupied this posi-

tion six years, from 1870 to 1876. Mr. Lehman was then elected super-

intendent of the public schools of Canton, and he held this position for

twelve consecutive years. Mr. Lehman retired in 1888 from the posi-

tion of superintendent of the Canton schools, but during the long ensu-

ing years he has not abated his interests and activities in connection
with educational affairs. He served eight years as a member of the board
of examiners for city teachers.

During the eighteen years that he was identified with the Canton
schools as principal and as superintendent he was a member of the Stark
County Teachers’ Association, of which organization he was secretary

five years, president four years and served a number of years on the

executive committee, being chairman of the same three years. He also

was a member of the Northeastern Ohio Teachers’ Association and
served as president of the same as well as a member of its executive

committee. He held the office of vice president of the Ohio State

Teachers’ Association and was chairman of its executive committee.

Mr. Lehman has served fourteen years consecutively as a member
of the board of education and he has been president of the board twelve

years. He is a member of the Ohio State Association of School Board
Members of which he has been vice presidnt, and has served as chair-

man of the executive committee, the committee on schools and education

and of the committee on legislation.

For the past quarter of a century Mr. Lehman has been success-

fully engaged in the general insurance business in Canton. He has been
district agent for the John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company of

Boston, Massachusetts, more than twenty-five years, and for twenty-four
years has been agent for the Standard Accident Insurance Company of

Detroit, Michigan. He also represents a number of fire insurance com-
panies.

In connection with his other activities he was engaged in farming
more than twenty years. He owned at different times several farms
near the city, in Plain Township, which he operated with hired help,

but personally supervised the work. He disposed of his farm interests

several years ago. Mr. Lehman was secretary of the Stark County
Agricultural Society thirteen years.

He is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, Canton, and his serv-

ices as deacon and elder covered a period of nearly forty years.

In politics he has always given allegiance to the republican party,

but he has manife.sted no ambition for the honors or the emoluments
of political office.

In the year 1865 Mr. Lehman Avedded Miss Emma J. Oberlin, who
was born on the homestead farm of her father, the place of her nativity

being now included within the corporate limits of Canton and she passed

her entire life in Stark County. Mrs. Lehman was a daughter of Adam
and Elizabeth Oberlin, who eame to this county from Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania in the pioneer days. She died at her home in Canton in

May, 1012, and is survived by two children, the eldest of the three chil-

dren of this union having been Ella Olivia, who graduated from the

Canton High School in 1883. She taught district schools several years
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at Maple Grove and Orchard Grove schools in Plain Township
;
then

became the wife of Charles G. Correll. Mrs. Correll died in October,

1903, and is survived by four children, Homer, Margaret, John and
William Correll. Eva Elizabeth Lehman, the second daughter, attended
the Canton public schools and graduated from the high school with the

class of 1887. She has been a teacher in the Canton schools twenty-six

years, and since 1908 has held the position of supervisor of music in

the city schools. Fred Herbert Lehman, the only son, is engaged in the

automobile business in Canton. He married Miss Letha Nave, of Mas-
sillon, daughter of Lester L. Nave, who is now a resident of Canton and
is supervising principal of Garfield Avenue and Stark Avenue schools.

In November, 1913, John H. .Lehman married Miss Sara A. Hos-
tetter, a daughter of David and Maria (Pfeifer) Hostetter and a direct

descendant of Jacob Hostetter, who emigrated from Switzerland to

America in 1712, and became an early settler and large landowner in

Lancaster County. Sara A. Lehman was born on the Hostetter home-
stead farm near Manheim, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Mr. Leh-

man has lived in or near Canton for fifty-six years.
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